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Newcastle has been 
recognised as a premier 
events location for the 
third time receiving a 
World Festival and Event 
City award from the 
International Festivals and 
Events Association (IFEA). 

BEACH SAFETY

Newcastle 
beaches season 
2015/2016

•	 Before	entering	the	water,		
check	the	conditions

•	 If	unsure,	ask	a	lifeguard	for	help

•	 Look	for	the	safety	signs,	they	will	
tell	you	what	to	look	out	for

•	 Never	swim	alone

•	 Always	swim	between	the	red	and	
yellow	flags.	

•	 If	you	get	in	trouble	in	the	water,	
stay calm, try to float, put your 
hand up and yell for help

No flags = no swim

Newcastle, Stockton and Dixon 
Park Beaches are patrolled from 19 
September 2015 until 25 April 2016 
and Nobbys, Merewether and Bar 
Beach are patrolled all year round by 
our lifeguards.

Surf Lifesaving Club volunteers work 
with us to patrol from 19 September 
2015 to 25 April 2016.

Illuminating Science 
Lovett Gallery, Newcastle Region Library
Launch Friday 13 November at 5.30pm

Illuminating Science is an exhibition showcasing  
artworks from current post graduate students and 
staff members from the Natural History Illustration 
degree at the University of Newcastle.  

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2015 AUSTRALIA DAY 2016

On the Beach 
Local Studies Lounge,  
Newcastle Region Library
6 November - 13 February 2016

This exhibition will highlight the changes in our 
obsession with the beach; how we dress and 
what we do. From couples promenading in suits 
and long flowing dresses, to woollen swimwear, 
to rock concerts on the beach, Newcastle’s 
beaches have seen it all.

LIBRARY EXHIBITIONS

ALSO SHOWING The award was on the back of an 
unprecedented 12 months of major 
sporting, arts and music events being 
hosted in Newcastle including AFC 
Asian Cup Australia 2015, Port to Port 
Newcastle MTB, Australian Bowl-
Riding Championships, Nutrigrain 
Ironman Series, Hit the Bricks Festival, 
Newcastle China Festival, Newcastle’s 
Australia Day Festival and ANZAC Day 
commemorations. 

We are proud to support these great 
drawcards to our city through our 
events sponsorship program which 
this year saw 35 events requesting 
more than $700,000 worth of 
support from a $100,000 pool of 
funds. We were able to support eight 
events which demonstrated the 
best economic benefit and ability 

Find your Aussie flag, 
paint your face in red, 
white and blue and head to 
Honeysuckle to celebrate 
all things Australian.

From 10am to 4pm there will 
be plenty happening across 
four entertainment precincts 
and on the water including 
crowd favourites Ducks for 
Dollars and the cross  
harbour swim.

Four stages of DJs, lounge 
and jazz, party hits and 
acoustic tunes from 6pm  
to 9pm along with 
food trucks and roving 
entertainment. 

Whether you are finishing 
your night at 9pm or just 
getting started, the fireworks 
display will set the mood for 
the rest of the night!

We are celebrating summer 
with cool stuff happening 
at Honeysuckle throughout 
January.

There will be live music, food 
markets, yoga classes and 
even a film festival! IN THE

2015 / 2016
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to raise the profile of our fabulous 
city including the Australian Bowl-
Riding Championships, Australian 
Men’s Shed Association, Cyclefest, 
Nutrigrain Ironman Series, the Rotary 
Lantern Walk, Men of Football, 
Newcastle Writers Festival and This 
That music festival.

The events are expected to attract 
more than 40,000 people to 
Newcastle and generate an economic 
return of $7.2million to the city. We 
are pleased to be able to bring such 
a diverse range of events to you; we 
know our community are passionate 
supporters and love taking part in 
these events. See you there! 

Cr Nuatali Nelmes 
LoRD MAyoR

2015 THE CITY OF NEWCASTLE AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Nominations are now open  
for amazing individuals and  
community groups for the 2015 
Australia Day Awards. 

We will be awarding the Newcastle 
Citizen, young Citizen and Community 
Group of the year on Australia Day, 
Tuesday 26 January 2016. 

Nominations are open until 5pm 
Wednesday 18 November 2015. 

For more information email  
awards@ncc.nsw.gov.au   
or call 4974 2239.

In mid September we launched new 
websites for Council, Blackbutt Reserve 
and Newcastle Region Library.

These sites have been redesigned with a 
customer-centred focus and look great 
on your smart phone, tablet and desktop. 
They also feature a user-friendly navigation 
and improved searching of events, parks, 
forms, council meetings and pages.

This is the first phase of redeveloping all of 
Council's websites to improve the online 
experience of our community. 

We are always looking for feedback, so 
send your comments to  
communications@ncc.nsw.gov.au

NEW WEBSITE!

R

Admission fees apply. 
Visit www.newcastlemuseum.com.au for details.
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MAMBO: 301 years of Shelf-Indulgence

visit newcastle.nsw.gov.au for the full Summer in the City program. 



CITY WORKS AND PARKS UPDATE

our Bushland Services team have now completed works 
on the asset protection zones (APZ) around the local 
government area, which have been identified in the Bush 
Fire Risk Management Plan. 
A hot, dry summer is predicted and we encourage you to do the following 
things to prepare your home for bushfire season:

•	 Clean out gutters and clear dry vegetation, overhanging branches, rubbish 
and any flammable liquids from around the house

•	 Seal open eaves and spaces under the house. Fit wire screens to windows, 
doors, vents and chimneys

•	 Keep the lawn short, gardens maintained and trees cut back

•	 Check garden hoses and fire fighting equipment inside and outside the 
house are in good working order

•	 Make your bush fire survival plan now.  

Getting ready for bush fires may be easier than you think. Download a simple 
guide and discuss with your family what to do if a fire starts near you.  
Visit  www.myfireplan.com.au 

Being a responsible dog owner is easy
There are six things you can do to be a 
responsible pet owner:
•	 Make sure your dog can be identified with a collar, 

tag and microchip
•	 Make sure your dog is registered with Council  

so it can be identified if it becomes lost

•	 Keep your dog in your yard
•	 Consider desexing your pet

•	 Always keep your dog on a leash in public unless  
in an off leash area

•	 Clean up after your pet.

Works underway
Union Street
We are aiming to calm traffic, minimise 
accidents and improve safety and 
usability in Union Street. A roundabout 
will be constructed at the intersection 
of Union Street and Parry Street, 
Cooks Hill, and is due for completion 
by Christmas 2015. The project will 
also include pedestrian and cyclist 
ramps and refuges at each leg of the 
roundabout to assist non motorists 
negotiating the intersection, and ensure 
the safety of all users.

The existing pedestrian crossing on 
Union Street (north of Tooke Street) will 
also be upgraded to a raised pedestrian 
crossing with kerb extensions to slow 
traffic and improve pedestrian safety 
and access to National Park. This work 
will be complete by the end of the 
2015/2016 financial year.

King Street update
The first phase of the footpath 
rehabilitation work between Crown 
and Brown Streets is now complete, 
along with the drainage works at the 
intersection of King and Brown Street. 
Council crews will return in the new 
year to complete the Brown to Perkins 
Street section ensuring no disruptions 
to inner city traders over the busy 
holiday period.

Playground replacement
As part of our annual playground 
replacement program Webb Park 
Mayfield is having a new playground 
installed. The playgrounds at Lisle 
Reserve, Shortland and Nesca 
Park, Newcastle will also receive 
improvements this financial year.

We are also renewing the playground 
at Lambton Park including a new 
play sandpit and the replacement 
of some existing play equipment 
to feature a combination toddler 
play system. Work is scheduled for 
completion by December 2015.

Completed works
Glebe Road
Traffic signals are being installed 
in Glebe Road Merewether, at the 
intersection of Smith Street and 
Lingard Street. Railway Street was also 
realigned and converted into a cul-de-
sac at the Lingard Street / Glebe Road 
intersection to manage traffic flow and 
safety. This project provides a safer 
intersection for motorists, cyclists and 
pedestrians and also provides cyclists 
a safer connection to the newly 
constructed shared pathway through 
Rowland Park.

Road replacement
Replacement of the failed road 
pavement and resurfacing works on 
Park Avenue, Kotara between Noel 
and Dibbs Street is underway. The 
work is federally funded by Roads to 
Recovery program.

Frederick Street, Merewether between 
John Parade and Ridge Street also 
underwent replacement work of 
the road pavement, kerb and gutter 
repairs, footpath and drainage pit 
repairs and resurfacing works. The 
work was jointly funded by the 
Regional Road REPAIR Program  
and Council.

Drainage work
Drainage work is underway or 
completed at Lambton Lane, New 
Lambton, corner of Russell and Bridges 
Roads, New Lambton, William Street, 
Jesmond, Toorak Street, Merewether, 
Allister Street, Shortland and Bar Beach, 
Avenue Bar Beach.

Pedestrian upgrades
Pedestrian facility upgrades were 
undertaken on Darby Street, Cooks Hill 
(Tooke Street intersection) and Fairfield 
Street, New Lambton to improve 
pedestrian safety.

Cycleways
We have been hard at work building 
shared pathway connections across 
the LGA to improve connectivity. The 
following have been recently completed:

•	 Shared pathway between Minmi 
and Fletcher at Sanctuary Estate

•	 Shared pathway connection 
between Bridges and St James 
Road, through Alder Park, 
connecting to the R6 shared 
pathway and

•	 Scenic Drive refuge and connection 
to existing network - jointly funded 
by RMS and Council.

Tudor Street
Tudor Street road rehabilitation works 
between Gordon and Parry Streets 
Hamilton are complete. We would like 
to thank members of the community for 
their patience and cooperation during 
the project.

COASTAL REVITALISATION PROJECT 

UPDATE
The Bathers Way between Kilgour Avenue and Cooks Hill Surf Club is now complete, with 
new shade structures, trees and landscaping complementing the wider shared pathway. We 
are preparing the final designs for the beach access stairs at The Cliff, with construction to be 
completed prior to summer.

Geotechnical investigations at South Newcastle have now been completed, and designs are 
progressing for the area. Council has applied for state and federal grant funding to assist with 
completion of the project. Work is expected to commence on the sea wall rehabilitation and 
cliff stabilisation this financial year.

The Newcastle Ocean Baths to Newcastle Beach section continues to make good progress 
and is on schedule for completion in December 2015. All micropiling and sub soil drainage 
has been completed, along with the demolition of redundant infrastructure. The shared path 
and bleachers are well underway, and october will see the commencement of plantings on the 
embankment and completion of the viewing platform.
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Wheeler Place 

FLASH  
FLOODING
Wallsend has been identified as  
being prone to flash flooding, during 
intense rainfall occurring over local 
catchments.

A free early warning service that  
provides SMS, email and landline 
messages is being trialled for a period  
of 12 months to cover the middle 
and lower reaches of Ironbark Creek, 
Wallsend. The alert system only covers 
flash flooding and does not provide 
warning for other weather events. The 
trial will run until June 2016.

Register and receive a free water bottle 
and torch! For more information visit:  
newcastle.nsw.gov.au or call 4974 2888.
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our professional 
lifeguards head back to 
school every winter to 
teach water safety to 
more than 13,000 local 
school children. 

This year they were joined by our 
new water safety mascot Nobby! 
our water safety program is in its 
49th year and aims to teach kids 
about keeping safe and getting 
out of dangerous situations in  
the water. 

Check out our water safety tips 
on the back page and stay safe 
in the water this summer. 

Council Offices: Closed from 12noon, 24 Dec until 4 Jan.  

Waste collection: No collection Christmas Day. Collections 
for Christmas Day will occur on Boxing Day.

Summerhill Waste Management Centre: Closed  
Christmas Day only. open week days 7.30am to 5pm (no 
entry after 4.45pm) and weekends and public holidays from 
9am to 3pm (no entry after 2.45pm).

Libraries: Amended operating hours throughout the 
Christmas break, check signage in each branch and online 
for operating times. 

Newcastle Art Gallery: Closed from 12noon, 24 Dec, 25, 
26 and 28 Dec. The Gallery is open on 27 Dec and 1 Jan. 
Normal opening times are Tuesday to Sunday 10am to 5pm.

Newcastle Museum: Closed Christmas Day only. The 
Museum is open 7 days during the school holidays (normally 
closed on Mondays). 

Beaches:  All beaches patrolled 7am to 5.30pm Monday to 
Saturday, except Stockton Beach (patrolled 9am to 5:30pm). 
Sunday patrols are 8.30am to 5pm by Surf Lifesaving Clubs.

Ocean Baths: As normal.

Pools: Closed Christmas Day only. 

Blackbutt Reserve: Wildlife exhibits closed on Christmas Day. 
Picnic facilities open 7am to 7pm. The wildlife exhibits are open 
every other day from 9am to 5pm.

Parking Stations: Closed Christmas, Boxing and New year’s Day.

Fort Scratchley Historic Site: Closed 22, 24, 25, 26, 29 Dec and 
1 Jan. Normal operating hours from 2 Jan 10am to 4pm. 

Beresfield Golf Course: Closed Christmas Day only.

Stockton Beach Tourist Park: open as normal.

Council printing service: Closed from 12noon Christmas Eve 
until 4 Jan. 

CHRISTMAS	HOURS

We want your feedback about 
whether there should be a Newcastle 
Show Day public holiday on Friday  
4 March 2016. 
Have your say from Monday 19 October to 
Sunday 1 November. your feedback will be 
included in our application. 

Visit newcastle.nsw.gov.au for more information.

Show Day Holiday
What’s happening in

New giant pots and seating have been installed in 
Wheeler Place and we want you to enjoy them! We are 
putting together a program of cool stuff so drop into 
Wheeler Place and have a #FreshAirBreak.

There could be live music, yoga, urban golf, a ping 
pong tournament - who knows! Keep an eye on our 
website for more info. 

We are now more than half way through our four year delivery program and it is great to 
see so many projects coming to fruition. We all know the Bathers Way is looking fantastic 
but what else is going on? 

This year we have expanded our works program increasing spending by 30% to $33 million on renewing our buildings, 
structures, natural assets, roads, footpaths and drainage. We have also allocated $35 million for new infrastructure. 

This increased investment is a critical part of our road to recovery, we need to spend more on getting all our assets up  
to a good standard as well as building new roads, footpaths and other community infrastructure to meet the needs of our 
growing population. 

This has been made possible by the recent special rate variation and we would like to thank the Newcastle community  
for continuing to contribute to our great city.

Ken Gouldthorp GENERAL MANAGER


