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Executive Summary 
 
Newcastle is a popular city for dog ownership. There are almost 25,000 dogs registered with 
Council which equates to approximately one in three households across the local government 
area. This creates an onus on Council to provide of off leash areas and/or other facilities to 
streamline interactions between people with dogs and those without. 
 
This report summarises the results of consultation conducted within the Newcastle local 
government area through the Newcastle Voice community reference panel. Consultation was 
conducted on behalf of Compliance Services to gather community views on Council’s leash 
free areas, dog agility area and areas where dogs are prohibited.  
 
A survey with 18 questions was distributed to members of Newcastle Voice in July 2011 and 
gained 974 responses. There was a relatively even split between respondents who own a dog 
and those who don’t. A wide spectrum of opinions were received. 
 
Survey participants were asked about their current usage details of off leash areas, agility 
equipment and other parts of the city. Approximately 10 off leash areas are well used. Agility 
equipment is not well-used and not identified as a priority improvement. The majority of 
respondents indicated a ‘don’t know’ response for the addition of agility equipment to other 
locations than the one at Islington Park. 
 
The survey explored concerns about dogs, with the majority concerns being dogs walking off 
their leads and dog poo not picked up. A total of 66.84% of respondents have not observed 
conflicts with dogs at off leash areas. Conflicts between dogs – of different sizes or breeds - 
are the most observed type of conflict, followed by conflicts between dogs and adults, dogs 
and children and bicycles or other animals. Over 73% of respondents agree that the presence 
of off leash areas reduce the potential for conflict. 
 
When it comes to fencing or declaring new leash free areas, views diverged between those 
with dogs and those without. Many suggestions were received about possible changes to 
leash free arrangements. For example, there was much interest in timed usage of beaches or 
parks. Many respondents commented on, or identified, places that could be used as off leash 
areas. A proposal that received the most support was for the addition of Spit Beach as a new 
off leash area, and the suggestion of Burwood Beach. Respondents also called for greater 
enforcement activities from Council.  
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Introduction 
 
Newcastle City Council’s Community Survey 2003 found that 34% of households own a dog. 
Given that there are approximately 56,600 households in Newcastle, a significant proportion 
of the community have a direct involvement in companion animal issues. 
 
Council has classified three types of public areas for dogs: 
 prohibited areas, such as all ocean beaches; 
 areas where dogs are permitted to exercise off lead (leash free areas); and 
 the balance of public areas, where dogs are only permitted when on a lead. 
 
Dogs are only allowed to be off leash in designated areas approved by Council. Leash free 
areas allow dogs to exercise off lead so they can ‘burn off’ excess energy in a safe 
environment without being a nuisance to the general public and provide socialisation 
experiences with other dogs.  
 
Council is considering making changes to the city’s existing off leash dog areas. Following the 
2004 survey on companion animal management, this study aims to gather further information 
from people with dogs and those without  to provide insight into community usage, 
experiences and aspirations.  
 
Council understands owners need spaces to let their dogs run and play off the lead. While 
dogs should be kept on a lead while outside owner’s properties, a number of local parks and 
beaches are designated as off leash areas. There are currently 17 leash-free areas in the 
local government area supported by ranger patrols. Details are included in a range of 
information booklets and on Council’s website.  
 

Report Purpose 
 
In response to requests from the community, Council is reviewing its leash free areas. 
Requests have been received to create additional leash free areas in parks and on beaches, 
and to establish a fenced leash free area.  
 
The purpose of the consultation was to engage with community members regarding their 
views on Council’s leash free areas, dog agility area and areas where dogs are prohibited. It 
aimed to address the following objectives:  
 
 Review the number of households who own dogs; 
 Identify usage patterns and any positive and negative impacts arising from the use of the 

areas of the current off leash areas; 
 Gather information about current and potential future dog agility equipment; 
 Gather community input on a community suggestion for fencing of an existing leash free 

area, such as Upper Reserve, Wallsend , Michael Street Reserve, Lambton  or West End 
Park, Adamstown ; 

 Gather community input on suggestions for additional leash free areas at Spit Beach, 
Newcastle; Novocastrian Park, New Lambton, and the ‘Wanderer’s Oval’, Denney Street, 
Broadmeadow. 

 

http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/4924/ncc_dl_off_leash_brochure_for_web.pdf
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Methodology 

Data Collection  
 
A survey using a structured questionnaire with 18 questions was sent to all active Newcastle 
Voice members.  Where appropriate, questions were built with the options 'other, ‘please 
specify,' 'unsure' or 'don't know.'  As usual, open-ended questions were included to gather 
qualitative data, and to offer opportunities for additional comments. To control order bias, the 
system automatically rotates the presentation of items within certain questions on a random 
basis. A copy of the survey is included as Appendix I. 
 
A survey invitation and link to the on-line survey was sent on 5 July 2011. Electronic 
reminders to those online members who had not yet completed the survey were sent on 14 
and 20 July 2011.  
 
The survey was duplicated, printed and distributed in hard copy to those Newcastle Voice 
members who requested printed surveys. The survey was mailed out on 5 July 2011. The 
current Off Leash Areas booklet was posted with their survey; a pre-paid envelope was 
included to encourage their return.  
 
The survey closed at midnight on 28 July 2011.  
 

Survey Area  
 
Residents and ratepayers from the Newcastle local government area (LGA) and neighbouring 
councils were consulted through the Newcastle Voice community reference panel. The 
breakdown of the demographics by suburb is provided in Appendix II, which includes data for 
the sample group and the respondent group. 
 

Sample Selection 
 
A total of 2517 Newcastle Voice members were surveyed. This number represents active 
panel members who have previously completed the Profile Study.   
 

Representation 
 
Although sampling 2517 panel members represents over 1% of the Newcastle LGA 
population, the sampling frame for this survey was not statistically representative of the 
population.   
 
This is due to the fact that all active Newcastle Voice members, on-line and off-line, were 
surveyed. With the exception of Inner City South, Inner City North and Hamilton, the other 
planning districts are under-represented. Responses are over-represented from Ward 1 and 2, 
while they are under-represented in Wards 3 and 4. Furthermore, panel members in the 16-24 
age bracket are also under-represented.  
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Participants 
 
The breakdown of the demographics by gender, age and employment status is provided for 
the sample as well as for the respondents in Appendix II. The demographic information is 
managed in SPARQ. In brief, results show that:  
 

1. Respondents come from across the city, with 17.08% from Ward 4, 20.87 from Ward 3, 
29.27% from Ward 2 and the remaining 31.59% from Ward 1. 

2. 1.19% of respondents live outside of Newcastle  
3. Younger people responded strongly, with 28.87% aged under 40; over 70’s also 

responded well, at 8.22%. 
4. The representation by employment is well-distributed, with 66.27% working; 5.42% 

studying and 26.36% retired. 
5. New arrivals to Newcastle responded as did people who have lived here 25 years or 

more: 12.38% have lived here three years or less; 44.19% have lived here 25 years or 
more. 

6. Women represent 55.4% of respondents and men 44.6%. 
 

Data Handling and Analysis 
 
The data handling and analysis was carried out using Sparq software by staff in the Customer 
Service, Communication and Consultation service unit. The approach used during the 
consultation is designed to generate data for analysis into themes. 
 
The full topline report – quantitative results - is included as Appendix III.  
 
Trend analysis was conducted from the open-ended question responses. All responses are 
treated in confidence to ensure the anonymity of respondents, and edited only for grammar 
and spelling if inserted as comments into the body of the report. The complete record of all 
comments received is included as Appendix IV. 
 
On the 14 July 2011, the electronic version of the survey was altered. Question 5 “At which 
times of day are you most likely to visit leash free areas with your dog(s)?”  was changed to 
allow more than one response after it became apparent that hard copy respondents wanted to 
nominate all the times they visited leash free areas versus the most likely time of day. The 
responses prior to and after the 14 July 2011 have been combined. 

Response Rate  
 
The survey had a 39% completion rate (974 out of 2517) and a 40% participation rate (1018 
out of 2517). That means that 40% of respondents started the survey but 1% did not complete 
it (44 out of 2517). Of those who chose not to complete the survey (1%), 82% dropped out 
before reaching the second question.  
 
 



Findings 

Dog Ownership 
 
Of the 974 respondents to this survey, 40.25% report that they have a dog, with a further 
8.62% considering getting one within the next twelve months. Just over half of all respondents 
(51.13%) indicated that they do not own a dog.  
 
Graph 1: Dog Ownership 
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When asked for the number of dogs owned, over three quarters have one dog (76.79%), 
about one in five households have two dogs (19.9%) and 3.32% of respondents have three or 
more dogs. 
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Leash Free Exercise 
 
Of those respondents who own a dog (40.25%), 80.87% exercise their dogs off lead, with one 
in five (19.13%) saying that they do not exercise their dog off lead at all.  
 
Graph 2: Exercise Dog Off Lead 
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Respondents, who indicated exercising their dogs off lead (80.87%), were asked where and 
when they most frequently walk or play with their dog off the lead. Over 88% of respondents 
said that they exercise their dog off lead at home on a daily basis. Over a fifth of respondents 
indicated that they exercise their dogs daily at designated off leash areas and in areas not 
designated as off leash, such as streets, beaches and parks (23.66% and 22.71% 
respectively).  
 
A high proportion of respondents (33.12%) indicated that they never exercise their dog outside 
the Newcastle LGA. 
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Graph 3: Leash Free Exercise 
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Respondents were asked to indicate at which times of day they are most likely to visit leash 
free areas with their dog(s). Respondents were allowed to select all that apply, therefore the 
results total more than 100%. The 8am-4pm and 4pm-8pm are the two most popular times of 
day (46.87% and 43.12% respectively), followed by early morning from 6am-8am.  
 
 
Graph 4: Time of Day Most Likely to Visit 
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Usage of Current Areas 
 
Respondents were asked to nominate the leash free dog areas they currently use out of the 
following locations in the Newcastle local government area: 
 

 Acacia  Avenue Reserve, North Lambton 
 Ballast Ground, Stockton 
 Braye Park, Waratah 
 Honeysuckle, Carrington (off Garrett Street) 
 Dixon Park Reserve, Merewether 
 Elermore Vale Park, Elermore Vale 
 Islington Park, Islington 
 King Edward Park, Newcastle 
 Maryland Drive Reserve, Maryland 
 Michael Street Reserve, Lambton 
 Nesca Park, Newcastle 
 Pitt Street Reserve, Stockton (off King Street) 
 Purdue Park, Mayfield (off Scholey Street) 
 Tarro Recreation Area, Tarro 
 Upper Reserve, Wallsend 
 West End Park, Adamstown 
 Horseshoe Beach, Newcastle East 
 Little Beach, Stockton 

 
The following five leash free areas received the highest visitation numbers: 

1. Horseshoe Beach (79.18%) 
2. King Edward Park (57.1%) 
3. Dixon Park Reserve (45.43%) 
4. Honeysuckle (39.12%) 
5. Islington Park (34.07%) 

 
The responses indicate that there are a large number of current leash free areas which 
receive minimal visitation from dog owners. These low usage rates occur in less populated 
parts of the local government area, located not in walking distance from people’s home. 
 



Graph 5: Don’t Go to Current Areas 
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Respondents were asked how they travel to each of the off leash areas when they visit with 
their dog(s). The overwhelming majority of respondents drive to the off leash areas, with the 
exception of Islington Park where more respondents indicated walking there (17.03%) over 
driving there (16.40%). Similarly, more respondents walk to Michael Street Reserve in 
Lambton compared to driving there (3.47% and 2.84% respectively).    
 
The top ten parks, accessed in a variety of ways, are shown in the table below. 
 
Table 1: Top ten leash free dog areas 
 Walk Cycle Drive Don't Go 
Horseshoe Beach, Newcastle East 13.25% 4.42% 68.14% 20.82% 
King Edward Park, Newcastle 16.40% 2.21% 42.59% 42.90% 
Dixon Park Reserve, Merewether 19.56% 1.58% 29.02% 54.57% 
Honeysuckle (off Garrett St), 
Carrington  15.14% 2.21% 21.77% 64.67% 
Islington Park, Islington 17.03% 3.47% 16.40% 65.93% 
Nesca Park, Newcastle 12.30% 1.26% 17.03% 71.29% 
Little Beach, Stockton 4.42% 1.26% 15.14% 80.44% 
Braye Park, Waratah 4.73% 0.32% 11.04% 84.54% 
Ballast Ground, Stockton 4.42% 0.95% 9.46% 86.44% 
Acacia  Avenue Reserve, North 
Lambton 3.79% 0.32% 8.83% 88.01% 
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Dog Agility Equipment 
 
The only dog agility equipment in Newcastle is located in Islington Park’s leash free area. 
Respondents, who own a dog, were asked to rate the current dog agility equipment at that 
location.  Over 18% of respondents rated the equipment as either ‘good’, ‘great’ or ‘excellent’, 
with a further 11.67% rating it as either ‘poor’ or ‘fair’. Although survey response reveals that 
34% of respondents visit Islington Park, a high proportion of respondents  (69.72%) were 
unable to rate the equipment. 
 
Graph 6: Rating of Dog Agility Equipment in Islington Park 
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When asked how this equipment could be made more attractive, respondents report a range 
of views in 108 open-ended comments – from those unaware of the facility, to those whose 
dogs do not use this type of facility, to those suggesting improvements. 

Suggestions 
 
The types of improvements sought include improvements of a general nature at leash free 
areas, not only improved agility equipment. The following comments reflect the range of 
24/108 received: 
 

 “A clean, safe area with seating, water bubbler/tap, and perhaps some simple 
climbing equipment for the kids is also important to me.” 

 “Include dog poo dag dispensers and more bins.” 

 “More equipment as there is only 2 sets, when someone with 2 dogs is using it, its 
a bit of a line up. Its only a very small area.” 

 “Just a little more would be good.  More seating.  Maybe a few more hidey hole 
stuff.” 
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 “I believe it would be more widely utilised if it catered for dogs of more variety of 
sizes and abilities.” 

Education and Awareness 
 
The largest single number of comments, at 38 of 108 comments, indicate that the respondents 
are unaware of the equipment; a further six people suggest more education about this facility. 
The following comments illustrate the range of these responses received: 

 “Didn't even realise there was equipment there.” 

  “During the warmer months, I have to avoid that area as it is prone to sandflies.” 

  “I think it could be better promoted. I live nearby and didn’t know about it.” 

 “Don't go there and there is no dog agility equipment in the west, so I wouldn't 
know.” 

No Usage 
 
Of the 108 comments received, 32 refer to their dog not using this type of equipment – with 
preferences for longer walks, fetching balls, swimming or socialising with other dogs. The 
following comments illustrate the span received: 
 

 “My dogs don't use this equipment, and I'm not sure what options are available. My 
dogs like to run, swim, chase balls/sticks and play with other dogs.” 

 “I don't require equipment, just space.” 

 “I don't know what 'dog agility equipment' is.  All I know is that I consider we should 
have MUCH greater opportunity to walk our dogs off the leash.  And not just in 
isolated areas that are generally inconvenient.  We want to be able to walk from 
our homes and let our dogs run free.  Nearly everyone I see does this anyway.  
You are SO out of touch.” 

 “I have a very small dog they are all too big for my dogs.” 

 “Don’t use Islington Park.” 

No Change 

 

Six comments state that the facilities are fine, do not require a change, as illustrated here: 

 “Everything is OK as far as we're concerned. We only visit this area about once a 
month. We use the Carrington leash free area daily.” 

 “My dog enjoys being put through the course but is much more interested in 
socialising with people and other dogs. We use the Park twice a day.” 

  



Council is considering adding one new dog agility area to the city within the next 12 months. 
Respondents were asked if they would like to see dog agility equipment added to any of the 
current leash free areas. The most highly used off leash areas are those of most interest for 
additional equipment to be installed. There is a high proportion of ‘don’t know’ responses, for 
all existing leash free areas, as shown in yellow in the graph below. 

 

The top three leash free areas which received the most interest by respondents for the 
installation of additional dog agility equipment are: 

1. King Edward Park (36.91%) 

2. Dixon Park Reserve (36.59%) 

3. Nesca (26.81%) 

 

Graph 7: Additional Agility Equipment Preferences 
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Concerns about Dogs 
 
All respondents were asked how they typically react when they see dogs off the lead in 
Newcastle in areas not designated for leash free use. They were asked to select from one of 
the responses below: 
 

 Enjoy seeing dogs off the lead 
 Indifferent, untroubled 
 Angry 
 Concerned for my safety and the safety of others 
 Not Sure 
 Other 

 
Looking at the results in combined form (dog owners and non-dog owners), 39.43% of 
respondents are concerned for their safety and the safety of others, followed by 19.71% who 
indicated being indifference or untroubled when they see dogs off lead in areas not 
designated for leash free use.  Of those respondents nominating ‘other’, many (73 of134 
comments) say that it depends on the size, breed and behaviour of the dog, the situation itself 
and the owner. Others are concerned for safety of young or elderly people nearby, for the 
collection of dog poo, and are dismayed at the selfishness of the dog owners. 
 
Graph 8: Reaction to Off Leash Dogs (combined results) 
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When looking at the results separately – dog owners verses non-dog owners, there are 
marked differences between the two groups for this question. People without dogs are 
generally more concerned at seeing dogs off their lead across the city, in areas not 
designated as off leash areas, with 48.28% indicating that it is how they typically react. 
Responses from those who own dogs were more varied, with 28.06% saying that they were 
indifferent or untroubled when they see dogs off the lead in non-designated areas, followed by 
26.28% saying they were concerned and a further 19.90% saying that they enjoy seeing dogs 
off lead. The graphs below illustrate the comparison between both groups of respondents: 
 
Graphs 9 and 10: Reactions to off leash dogs (comparative results) 
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Conflicts with Dogs in Newcastle 
 
Respondents were asked to what extent they agreed or disagreed that designated leash free 
areas help reduce conflict between dogs and other park users. Results do not differ markedly 
between those with dogs and those without, with 73.92% agreeing or strongly agreeing that 
they do. Approximately one in ten people disagree that off leash areas reduce conflicts, and a 
further 13.04% state neither or don’t know. 
 
Graph 11: Off Leash Areas Reduce Conflicts 
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When asked if they have experienced conflict with dogs in off leash areas, the majority of 
panel members (66.84%) respond that they have not. There are no marked differences 
between those with dogs and those without.  
 
Approximately a third of respondents (30.80%), have experienced some kind of conflict, and 
describe in detail what occurred. 
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Graph 12: Experience of Conflict Off Lead 
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The range of conflicts described in open-ended comments in response to this question span 
conflicts with other dogs (118/299 comments received), with adults (102/299 comments), 
children (58/299 comments), and with other animals or bicycles (21/299 comments). All 
comments are included as received in Appendix IV: Qualitative Results – Open-Ended 
Questions. 
 

Dogs 
 
Conflicts between dogs are the most reported type of conflict observed (118/299 comments), 
usually with larger, more aggressive breeds fighting with smaller dogs. Many were observed 
on Horseshoe Beach. The following comments illustrate the span of those received: 
 

 “Walking dog on leash & aggressive dog off leash tried to attack my dog - I went 
home & now my husband walks dog.” 

  “No longer use Horseshoe Beach due to seeing dog fights there.  Seems to be a 
lot of dogs in a small area and lots of large dogs.”  

 “A medium sized dog, unknown breed, unleashed, with human male companion, 
seized upon my mini sausage dog in passing on the footpath. My dog also bit me 
in its panic-induced state.” 

 “At the off leash area at Upper Reserve, which is narrow, often covered in parked 
vehicles and poorly delineated from the heavily-trafficked Lake Road, I have 
experienced many aggressive dogs that are not controlled by their owners. The 
dogs often seek out my dog and are aggressive to the point where I am forced to 
intervene or leave.” 

 “Sometimes in off leash areas owners do not keep their dogs under control - my 
dog is quite small and timid.” 

 “Dog to other dog is worse with some owners seeming pleased that their dog 
intimidates other dogs or people!” 
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Adults 
 
Many of the conflicts described between adults are people upset at others’ behaviour or 
dismayed at a perceived lack of concern for others, as well as aggression from dogs to adults. 
Respondents are also upset with others who are irresponsible with the disposal of their dog’s 
poo. Of the 102/299 comments received, the following illustrate the span received: 
 

 “At Tarro Sports Ground - felt intimidated & scared & left the park quickly.” 
 “A dog off lead jumped fence onto me. When I asked the owner of the dog to 

remove it from my property he offered to punch me in the face. I regret not 
reporting the incident to Council.” 

 “Dog running around on Merewether beach. Annoying people.” 
 “Dogs that are aggressive - mainly the pit bulls - that aren't under control are 

aggressive and intimidating.  Owners that let these dogs off lead and don't control 
them shouldn't have them at these parks.” 

 “Dogs crapping on nature strips.” 
 “If you confront slack owners, they get very nasty. Maybe random webcam 

coverage? Or shame photos?” 
 “Elermore Vale Park - a major thoroughfare that we use to go to the shopping 

centre.  I often see people walking through there getting harassed by dogs.” 
 “I have been bitten numerous times by dogs off-leash, by the time the owner 

arrives on the scene it is too late - I am off to the casualty ward.” 
 “I was walking down near the beach John Pde when this man riding his bike with a 

dog running free beside him came charging towards me (a big dog) jumped up on 
me and growled at me. The man on the bike didn't even look around.” 

 “Knocked down while walking to work. Owner of dog did not apologise.” 

Children 
 
Children, being smaller, are obviously of more concern to people when close to uncontrolled 
dogs. The types of conflicts described in 58/299 comments include dogs frightening, ‘bowling 
over’ or injuring children. The following comments reflect the span received: 
 

 “Dog encroaching on play area at Dixon Park too far from owner to control. Very 
threatening to small child.” 

 “Annoying, licking and pooping: scare children.” 
 “A dog off leash at the Horseshoe Beach was continually jumping up on both my 

daughters.  When my husband asked the owner to get the dog to stop, the female 
owner ‘ranted’ to all around that the area was for dogs off leash, and we ‘should 
not bring our children there’.” 

 “Have been bothered by dogs on multiple occasions, particularly when my children 
were small.  I should be able to take my children to the park without being bothered 
by dogs.” 

 “Chased by a dog in Nesca Park training daughter for school cross country.” 
 “The owners of the dog were walking with children in a pram and a dog off the 

leash in Tighes Hill. The dog came running aggressively towards me without any 
provocation. I have recently moved to Newcastle and I would have to say the 
incidents of uncontrolled dogs is very high here.” 
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Other 
A small number of comments, 21/299 received, describe conflicts between dogs and other 
animals or bicycles. The following comments illustrate: 
 

 “The dog ran across the cycle way in front of me and I hit it while riding along. Then 
got abused by the dog's owner - Linwood Estate.” 

 “Trespassing dogs entered private yard intimidating 15 yr old house cat.” 
 “On one occasion the owner of a cat watched on in horror helpless to stop the dog 

attacking and killing her cat.” 
 “I was chased by a dog off its lead while I was riding my bicycle and I was very 

scared.” 



Perceptions of Enforcement 
 
Respondents were asked about the current measures and levels of enforcement for animal 
and pet control in Newcastle.  
 
When the results are viewed in combined form, 33.98% of respondents indicate that  the 
current measures  and levels of enforcement are just right. A quarter of all respondents can 
not comment on their perceptions of enforcement, and 28.85% state that it is not enough.  
 
Graph 13: Perceptions about Enforcement (combined results) 
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The views of those with and without dogs differ widely. Many more dog owners view current 
levels and activities of enforcement as too much (23.72%), compared with those without dogs 
at 3.26%. Respondents without dogs state that current enforcement is not enough far more 
than those with dogs – 37.11% compared with 16.58%. 
 
Graphs 14 and 15: Perceptions about Enforcement (comparative results) 
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In open-ended responses, people comment on enforcement as one of the most important 
factors in maintaining leash free areas, as follows: 
 

 “A lot more patrolling of Stockton beach needs to happen because there are 
always dogs roaming free on that beach.” 

 “Be nice to see the dog patrol out more often!” 
 “Dogs are running free in Federal Park Wallsend at all times and are not controlled 

or policed and it can be unpleasant just to take a walk.” 
 “Ensure fines are enforceable for owners not cleaning up after their dogs, either in 

leash-free or leashed areas.” 
 “I just want to see strict enforcement and automatic fines if dog owners do not 

comply with existing regulations whether in a street (as in my case) or park or 
beach.” 

 “Rangers need to patrol areas like Bathers Way and Fernleigh Track.” 
 



Possible Changes to Leash Free Areas 
 
Two major options for changes to leash free areas were explored – the fencing of some 
current areas, and the addition of a new leash free area. 
 
Respondents were asked if they would like to see the following existing leash free areas 
fenced in: 

 Upper Reserve, Wallsend 
 Michael Street Reserve, Wallsend 
 West End Park, Adamstown 

 
There are no marked differences between those with dogs and those without. In balance, 
respondents are divided between supporting and not supporting fencing the areas, with about 
half in each case responding ‘don’t know’. 
 
Graph 16: Fence Current Areas 
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Respondents were asked if they would like to see the following locations added as leash free 
areas: 

 Novocastrian Park, New Lambton 
 ‘Wanderers Oval’ Denney  Street broadmeadow 
 Spit beach, northern end of Nobbys Beach, beyond Wedge Reef 

 
When viewed in combined form, the results are not conclusive, with less than 50% approval 
for each of the three areas. The chart below shows a high ‘don’t know’ response – shown in 
yellow in the graph below. 
 
Graph 17: Add New Areas (combined results) 
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Looking at the two groups separately, the results differ, as seen in the charts below. Of those 
respondents with dogs, 61.22% are in favour of adding Spit Beach, 40.31% are in favour of 
Wanderers Oval, Broadmeadow and 41.58% are in favour of adding leash free facilities to 
Novocastrian Park, New Lambton. By contrast, people without dogs agree as follows to the 
same proposed changes: 30.58%, 26.29% and 23.02% respectively. 
 
 
Graphs 18 and 19: Add New Areas (comparative results) 
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Additional Areas for Consideration 
 
Respondents were asked to specify areas Council should consider as additional leash free 
areas to provide further options for exercising dogs off their lead in Newcastle.  
 
There is greatest interest from respondents in adding more beach access – some with 
suggestions of timed access, others suggesting possible locations – with Burwood Beach 
mentioned 34 times. Additional parks are also of interest, especially for those with dogs in the 
western ward. 
 
Some people suggest that there should be no leash free areas at all; others suggest that there 
should be no changes to the current arrangements. A final group of comments suggests that 
all of the city should be leash-free if dogs were properly controlled by their owners, by way of 
more stringent licensing requirements before a dog may be owned.  
 
All comments are included as Appendix IV - Qualitative Results: open-ended comments. The 
following are a sample of the 431 received in response to this question. 

Beaches or River Access 
 
The congestion at Horseshoe Beach is commented on by many, followed by suggestions 
about beach areas which may be added – with Burwood Beach most named. The following 
comments reflect the range of responses received from 94/431 comments: 
 

 “I have been up to the dog beach at Horseshoe Beach and enjoyed watching the 
dogs and their owners enjoy the freedom of that area. I think it and other such 
areas are a much needed asset.” 

 “Another beach area as well as Horseshoe Beach would be excellent as swimming 
is such good exercise for dogs.  Horseshoe can get very busy. Even on portions of 
some main beaches with time constraints such as before 0830 or after 1830 (in 
summer).” 

 “From the main road, down to the water near the rail bridge over the Hunter River 
at Mayfield West” 

  “Honeysuckle sandy beach, Wickham, west side of Carrington bridge.” 
 “DEFINTELY NOT Spit Beach, northern end of Nobbys Beach, beyond Wedge 

Reef. They already have adjacent Horseshoe Beach and nearby King Edward 
Park.” 

 “Burwood Beach - hardly used by swimmers or beachgoers as it is not patrolled. 
Perhaps an agreement could be reached with the Water Board to have an area 
provided for a small (maybe a dozen or 20 cars) car park and access path.” 

 “The Stockton leash free area near the swimming pool is good. It certainly does not 
need fencing.” 

 “The Susan Gilmore beach area should be considered as a leash free area - it is 
not often used by swimmers, is well contained by cliffs to the west and north and 
there is a lot of parking available in the Bar beach car park above.” 
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Parks 
 
Parks close to people’s homes are most sought-after as additional areas, so that dog exercise 
may be a convenient part of a day’s routine rather than an excursion by car. The following 
comments reflect the 130/431 comments received: 
 

 “Adamstown Park at the end and beginning of the day.” 
 “The park between Seladon Ave and Cressington Wallsend.” 
 “Areas outside of the Newcastle CBD would be my choice. We are gearing towards 

creating a social and tourism hive in Newcastle and having too many leash free 
areas may cause discomfort or limit the areas that tourists choose to visit.” 

 “Areas of Stevenson Park Mayfield West. Many ovals are not used early mornings 
and late afternoons when a lot of people walk their dogs so I think making them 
'leash-free', say before 9am & after 7pm.” 

 “Minmi dog track, any park in West wallsend or any area between Cessnock and 
Kurri Kurri and all parts west.” 

 “Arcadia Park. This area is ideal for dogs, as the park is rather wild and bushy 
(especially in the lower section behind NBN Studios)” 

 “Lambton Park and area behind Harker Oval before 8am.” 
 “MacLure reserve, Mayo Street, Jesmond.” 
 “Bushland between Elton Close and Kirkdale Drive - Kotara.” 

 

None Further 
 
There are those who consider that there should be no further off leash areas – in 93 of 431 
comments received. A variety of reasons are given, as illustrated in the following comments: 
 

 “No more needed. My rates shouldn't support the dogs of others.” 
 “If people can afford to own, vet and care for a dog they can afford to travel to the 

existing leash free areas. More leash free areas are unnecessary.” 
 “Happy with what I have in Stockton.” 
 “I think there is sufficient number of leash free areas. 17 areas covers a lot of 

suburbs.” 
 “I've owned a number of dogs and never found it necessary to seek leash free 

areas. Don't make minority groups feel they have a RIGHT to special treatment.” 
 “None - dogs are not safe off leash anywhere whilst we have the mentality of dog 

owners in Newcastle.” 
 “No areas to be designated in Beresfield region.There is enough area now for 

responsible dog owners.” 
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Don’t Know 
 
Many respondents can not suggest additional areas, but comment in response to this 
question: 60/431 comments. A sample of these comments is included for illustration purposes 
due to the high ‘don’t know’ responses at earlier, closed questions: 
 

 “As I've never had a dog although I am looking at getting one, I'm not aware of 
where you can have a dog off its leash except for the park close to my home in 
Wallsend.” 

 “I had a beagle for 16 years, 10 years ago, so I have lost contact with leash free 
areas.  I was a member of the Council that introduced the first leash free area at 
Horseshoe Beach. What a delight for the dogs and their owners!” 

 “I have no comment as I do not own a dog and had no trouble in the past with other 
people's dogs.” 

 “I would prefer to leave this to experts.” 

Times 
 
A trend emerging in 26 of 431 comments is that timed use – by hours or seasons - of some 
areas would be a valued addition. Other parts of Australia where this is allowed are referred 
to: Brisbane, Gold Coast, Byron Bay and Victoria. Some people state times when off leash 
dogs would not be suitable, such as sporting fields during game times or near other high use 
areas such as bbqs and playgrounds. The following comments illustrate: 
 

 “Time of day shouldn't matter. People with dogs should be able to exercise them 
when it suits their routine.” 

 “No area/time that the facility is used for sporting activities.” 
 “From 01 May  - 31 August all Newcastle beaches could be leash free at certain 

times say 6am - 8am and 4pm - 7pm (Byron Bay Shire has this option). The park 
area behind McDonalds at Broadmeadow.” 

 “I would like to see Dixon Park extend its leash free hours to be until 10 am instead 
of 9 am, and I would like to evening hours leash-free at Dixon Park, so people can 
come with their dogs after work (from maybe 5pm - 7pm).” 

 “I would like to see more beach areas provided with times. For example in the 
winter Merewether to Bar could be allocated for exercise.. In the summer these 
areas could be designated 6am to 8am for off leash and after 6 or 7pm. I have 
travelled with my dogs and find that NCC makes it very hard to safely exercise 
small dogs and/or have access to the beach.” 

 “Nesbitt Park before 10am. Gregson Park, Hamilton, 6am - 8am and after 5pm 
weekdays and weekends. Burwood Beach 6am - 8am and after 5pm.” 

 “All of the off-leash areas need a morning and evening period to suit the different 
lifestyles of community members.” 
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Fencing 
 
Some respondents are of the view that fencing dog areas is desirable, to reduce the potential 
for conflicts, especially between large and small dogs. Fencing areas is addressed at other 
questions, and 15/431 specific comments were received at this open-ended question: 
 

 “Particularly at Islington Park and Horseshoe Beach: leash-free areas where dogs 
can access water is fantastic.  Some options where larger and smaller dogs are 
segregated is desirable.” 

 “It would be good if some fenced ovals were available in hours not being used for 
sporting purposes.  If these did become available facilities for disposal of dropping 
should be obvious and of a sensible number.” 

 “Hornsby Shire Council has a small, fenced off-leash area that is excellent for 
allowing dogs to socialise; it’s a very social place for dog owners as well, with 
covered seating. There is children's play located about 10m away from the fenced 
area, which increases the usability.” 

 “Please, we need fenced in areas as most leash free areas are near high traffic 
areas.” 

 “Maryland Drive Reserve: I often see people letting their dogs have a good run but 
then I'm not sure whether this could be fenced adequately - it is a bit big.” 

All Areas Leash Free 
 
A number of people seek no off leash areas at all, citing the lack of compliance (and potential 
enforcement costs), the need for dogs to be better trained and for owners to be responsible. 
The following comments reflect the 13/431 comments received preferring other methods: 
 

 “If the council will not police parks and off-leash areas then there is no point having 
a law at all because it is by and large being ignored. Note that there are many 
responsible dog owners as well, maybe 3 out of 4 dog owners seem to be 
responsible.” 

 “All parks should be leash free areas. Owners have to take responsibility though 
and non dog owners who are scared or complain need educating.” 

 “All park areas that are not in use should be leash free. Designating area as leash 
free or restricting times for leash free allow Compliance Officers the opportunity to 
bully people unnecessarily.” 

None at All 
 
The opposite view, that there should be no leash free areas at all, was also received, with 
7/431 comments indicating that there should be no offleash areas at all. The following 
comments illustrate: 
 

 “I am not in favour of any leash free areas.” 
 “There should be no leash-free areas at all. There should be a dog-free Newcastle 

so that people don't have to cower in fear at home.” 
 “Dogs should be on their lead.” 
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Additional Suggestions to Improve Enjoyment for All Users 
 
A further 521 comments were received as final comment on this important issue. The majority  
(127 out of 521 comments) suggest improvements needed to current facilities, with 
suggestions for dog poo bags, taps, fencing or increased mowing – as well as seats, shade 
and improved signage. A further 125/521 comments seek improved enforcement of current 
regulations from Council officers – most particularly in relation to dog poo and unleashed 
dogs. Statements about dog owners’ responsibilities account for 122/521 comments, 
indicating that there are limits to Council’s responsibilities – again, a majority of these are 
concerned with dog poo left behind in public places. 
 
A group of respondents call for increased education campaigns, including signage, roving 
patrols and perhaps additional publications, with 42/521 comments addressing the need for 
increased awareness about dog owners’ responsibilities – and for people without dogs to be 
aware of where the leash free areas are, so that they may exercise their dogs freely. A further 
40/521 comments call specifically for more tolerance around pet ownership, sharing the view 
that dog ownership is attractive and beneficial for many. 
 
Additional final comments are received to three other themes as follows, and can all be read 
in Appendix IV – Qualitative Results: open-ended questions. 
 

 Support for Council work in relation to off leash areas 31 
 Changes to regulations, stricter rules sought 26 
 Other priorities more important 8 

Facilities Improvements 

One of the main improvements sought is better maintenance at the current off leash areas 
with the provision of seating, fencing, water, bins and dog poo bags, and more regular mowing 
and weeding. The following is a sample of the 127/521 comments received: 

 
 “Please provide more facilities for collection of dog poo bags. I use Islington Park 

all the time but there is only one bin and three entrances to the area.” 
 “Please ensure that designated off leash areas, such as Upper Reserve, are not 

used as car parks for the touch football fields. During summer it is difficult to use 
this area because Council has not fenced the area from the heavily trafficked Lake 
Road and it is also used as a shortcut to the local street. Poor recreation planning 
has contributed to this issue.” 

  “Yes!  1. Dog water bowls in all parks(see Brisbane Council website) 
2. Shelter for dog owners, from sun and rain 
3. Seat or benches for dog owners 
4. Fenced off area for small dogs 
5. Use of beaches in the Merewether area to walk dog, during very early 

morning and late afternoon/early evening.” 
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Source: Brisbane City Council website referred to by survey respondent, accessed 10 August. 
 

 “The tap at Dixon Park needs to be within the designated off leash area as the 
dogs naturally head there when they have been running around.  The area is 
hardly used other than by dog owners as there is plenty of other space for picnics 
etc so it should be all day off leash.” 

 “Your time restriction on the leash free area at Dixon Park is a joke. To restrict 
dogs after 9 am is illogical on week-days. It would seem that there would be less 
conflict with Park users if the leash free area was restricted BEFORE 9am rather 
than after 9am.” 

 “There should be more bins available for dog owners to dispose of dog poo in 
popular walking areas such as the Foreshore. I am sick of me and my children 
having to dodge dog poo. Maybe the bins would encourage more dog owners to be 
more considerate of other walkers.” 

 “There need to be more bins placed to encourage people to clean up after their 
dogs, possibly some more free bags as well. Better water services - like permanent 
waterbowls such as Lake Mac have in some places.” 

 “Remember that dogs are usually attached to owners. The leash free area in King 
Edward Park is often maintained / mowed less than the other areas in the park.” 

 



Enforcement from Council 
 
The second highest category of comments at this question are 125/521 received seeking 
more enforcement from Council compliance officers in relation to off leash dogs – their being 
off their lead, and dog poo not picked up as the two main issues. The following comments 
illustrate the intensity of those received: 
 

 “I do not enjoy walking my dogs anymore as rangers never fine those walking dogs 
off leash. More fines need to occur for people to do the responsible thing.” 

 “A lot more patrolling of Stockton beach needs to happen because there are always 
dogs roaming free on that beach.” 

 “CCTV to allow prosecution of those who don’t control their dogs properly and for 
those who leave mess.” 

 “Council should not only enforce the dogs on leads but also the owners picking up 
dog poop.” 

 “Don't allow it - everyone should be able to move around without being attacked. 
Fine heavily anyone allowing a dog off leash anywhere.” 

 

 
 

Source: Gold Coast Council, re off leash rules, accessed 11 August 2011 
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Owners’ Responsibility 
 
Many respondents are dismayed at some dog owners’ behaviour. Of the 125/521 comments 
received, most are about dog poo, dogs running at people not welcoming dogs, and abusive 
behaviour of dog owners to others. The following comments illustrate: 
 

  “It all seems to revolve around the owners. If the owners are irresponsible there is 
not much we can do. Most seem to take their ownership responsibly.” 

 “Better supervision of pets by owners with regard to picking up animal droppings.” 
 “Dog owners need to take responsibility for their pets, not the council. Australia is 

not a very dog friendly country. You can't even have your dog in an outer area near 
food. There was a time I used to enjoy coffee with my friends sat outside in the 
seating areas of a cafe and now we're not allowed.” 

 “Where I live there is an owner who brings his pit bulls down to the park after dark-
he has total control of them and I do not see any issue with off leash dogs at night 
as long as owner is in control and dog is not aggressive.” 

  “Owners should be more accountable for their pets.  They must realise that not 
everyone likes dogs.” 

 “A dog owner verbally objects when reminded of dog lead rules. More females than 
males pick up their dog's poo.” 

 “Leash free areas only work well with well behaved dogs and well behaved owners 
– how do you enforce that?” 

 “Dog walkers along Merewether to Bar Beach are particularly bad. Having to avoid 
dog crap affects the enjoyment of this beautiful walk.” 

 

Education and Awareness 
 
A repeating theme throughout the open-ended comments is the need for owners to behave 
more responsibly – and one of the ways stated to achieve this is a renewed education 
campaign – through existing channels such as publications, websites and signage, and also 
through roving rangers. The following reflect the 42 comments received: 
 

 “Please, educate the public and children how to approach unknown dogs. Most 
owners are responsible and will clean up, register and supervise their dogs. As a 
breeder of dogs for 25yrs we need more choices to exercise our dogs.” 

 “Education & care needed from dog walkers around cycleways. I have observed 
cyclists being harassed by dogs not controlled.” 

 “I believe as someone without a dog, that people need safe places for their dogs to 
run - it also encourages physical activity.  I would however, want to make sure that 
any such areas have good signage, as I don't want to have my toddler playing in 
these areas (just in case a dog has a little problem).” 

 “Need to educate small dog owners that 'manners' in small dogs is as important as 
in big dogs.” 

 “Perhaps a public awareness program as well as NCC signage. This should also 
include some consideration for council serviced 'dog litter' bins - reasonably vandal 
proof; the ones at Dixon Park have been 'blown up'.” 

 “Unfortunately there are no programs for the owners to teach them responsibility 
for their animals.” 

 “I never see any rangers enforcing the rules. Is Nesca Park an Off Leash area?” 
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Tolerance 

There are those, with and without dogs, seeking more tolerance towards dogs in the city, 
stating the advantages of dog ownership. The following reflects the 40/521 comments 
received: 

 Dogs can be delightful companions which enrich one's life. They and their owners 
deserve consideration when planning recreation areas. 

 “Dixon Park provides a much needed area for people and their dogs to socialise, 
some of these people are living in public housing and it is a vital social contact with 
like minded people.” 

 “On the Gold Coast, dogs are permitted to exercise on beaches, provided they are 
on a leash. This works just fine, and I don't see why Newcastle can't have the 
same system.” 

 “Owners have to leave the beach 200 metres before a flagged area, and re-enter 
200 metres beyond. “I don't enjoy dogs off the leash on popular beaches. Less 
popular beaches are fine for running dogs.” 

 “A lot of restrictions are put on good pet owners, mainly because of a few bad pet 
owners that do the wrong thing. Unless you are doing the wrong thing you 
shouldn't be penalised just for having a dog off the lead if that dog is not 
aggressive.” 

 “I think a lot of parks are hugely under-used, and if allowing dogs off-lead is a way 
to make better use of them, then we should pursue that avenue. People against 
the concept might argue that it would promote more dog droppings being left 
behind, but dogs poo just as much on-lead as off-lead...and owners who would 
leave them behind would do so whether on or off lead.” 
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Dog Access and Leash-free Areas Survey 
 
Council is considering making changes to the city’s existing off-
leash dog areas. Following the 2004 survey on companion animal 
management, this study aims to gather further information from 
people with dogs and those without - to provide insight into your 
usage, experiences and aspirations.  
 
Council understands that owners need spaces to let their dogs run 
and play off the lead. While dogs should be kept on a lead while 
outside your property, a number of local parks and beaches are 
designated as off-leash areas. There are currently 17 leash-free 
areas in the local government area, despite being required to 
provide only one area. 
 
Your input is valuable. Please take time to complete this survey 
and assist us to investigate the potential for additional facilities for 
dogs. The Off Leash Areas booklet is included with this 
questionnaire for reference. 
 
Please send the completed survey back to Newcastle City Council 
in the postage-paid envelope provided (there is no need to put a 
stamp on the envelope) by Monday 25 July.  
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/4924/ncc_dl_off_leash_brochure_for_web.pdf�
http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/4924/ncc_dl_off_leash_brochure_for_web.pdf�
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 Dog Ownership 
 
Q1. Do you own a dog? Please select one response only. 

 Yes  

 No, but I am considering getting one in the next year or so (GO TO Q10) 

 No (GO TO Q10) 

 
Q2. How many dogs do you own? Please select one response only. 

 1 

 2 

 3 or more 

 
Q3. Do you ever exercise your dog off the lead? 
 

 1- 
Yes 

 2- 
No (GO TO Q10) 
 

 
 
Leash Free Area Usage 
 
Q4. Where and when do you most frequently walk or play with your dog off the 
lead? Select all that apply. 

 
 
Q5. At which times of day are you most likely to visit leash free areas with your 
dog(s)? Please select all that apply. 
 

 6-8am 

 8am-4pm 

 4-8pm 

 8pm-6am 

 Daily Weekly Monthly 
Less than 

once a 
month 

Never 
Don’t 
know 

At home       
At designated off-
leash areas        

In areas not 
designated as off-
leash, such as 
streets, beaches, 
parks 

      

Locations outside 
Newcastle LGA       
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Q6. Which of the following leash free dog areas in Newcastle do you currently use? 
{Refer to the Leash Free Areas booklet for maps} Please select all that apply. 

 
Dog Agility Equipment 
 
Q7. Please rate the current dog agility equipment in Islington Park. Please select 
one response only. 
 
 1- 
Poor 
 

 2- 
Fair 
 
 

 3- Good  
 

 4- 
Great 
(go to Q9) 

 5- 
Excellent 
 (go to Q9) 

 6- 
Don’t 
know 
 

 
Q8. How could this equipment be changed to make it more satisfying for you and 
your dog(s)? Please be as specific as possible.  
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Walk 
there 

Cycle there Drive there Never visit 

Acacia  Avenue Reserve, North 
Lambton     

Ballast Ground, Stockton     
Braye Park, Waratah     
Honeysuckle, Carrington (off 
Garrett Street)     

Dixon Park Reserve, Merewether     
Elermore Vale Park, Elermore 
Vale     

Islington Park, Islington     
King Edward Park, Newcastle     
Maryland Drive Reserve, 
Maryland     

Michael Street Reserve, 
Lambton     

Nesca Park, Newcastle     
Pitt Street Reserve, Stockton (off 
King Street)     
Purdue Park, Mayfield (off 
Scholey Street)     

Tarro Recreation Area, Tarro     
Upper Reserve, Wallsend     
West End Park, Adamstown     
Horseshoe Beach, Newcastle 
East     

Little Beach, Stockton    
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Q9. Council is considering adding one new dog agility area to the city within the next 
12 months. Would you like to see dog agility equipment added to any of the following 
current leash free areas?  

 
 
Concerns about Dogs 
 
Q10. How do you typically react  when you see dogs off the lead in Newcastle in 
areas NOT designated for leash free use? Please select one response only 
 

 Enjoy seeing dogs off the lead 

 Indifferent, untroubled 

 Angry 

 Concerned for my safety and the safety of others 

 Not sure 

 Other, please specify 
_______________________________________________ 

 
 
Q11. To what extent do you agree that designated leash free areas help reduce 
conflict between dogs and other park users? Please select one response only. 
 
 1- 
Strongly 
disagree 
 

 2- 
Disagree 
 
 

 3-  
Neither  
 

 4- 
Agree 
 

 5- 
Strongly agree 
 
 

 6- 
Don’t know 
 
 

 

 Yes No Don’t know 
Acacia  Avenue Reserve, North Lambton    
Ballast Ground, Stockton    
Braye Park, Waratah    
Honeysuckle, Carrington (off Garrett 
Street)    

Dixon Park Reserve, Merewether    
Elermore Vale Park, Elermore Vale    
King Edward Park, Newcastle    
Maryland Drive Reserve, Maryland    
Michael Street Reserve, Lambton    
Nesca Park, Newcastle    
Pitt Street Reserve, Stockton (off King 
Street)    

Purdue Park, Mayfield (off Scholey Street)    
Tarro Recreation Area, Tarro    
Upper Reserve, Wallsend    
West End Park, Adamstown    
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Q12. Have you experienced any conflicts with dogs off their lead in off leash areas in 
Newcastle? Please select one response only. 
 

 Yes 

 No (Go to Q14) 

 Unsure (Go to Q14) 

 
Q13. Please describe what occurred. Please be as specific as possible. 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Q14. Are the current measures and levels of enforcement for animal and pet 
control in Newcastle…? Please select one response only. 
 

 1- 
Too much 
 

 2- 
Just the right 
amount 
 
 

 3-  
Not enough  
 

 4- 
Don’t know 
 
 

 
Possible Changes to Leash Free Areas 
 
Q15. Would you like to see the following existing leash free areas fenced in? Please 
select one response only. 
 

 Yes 
 

No 
 

Don’t know 

Upper Reserve, Wallsend    
Michael Street Reserve, 
Lambton    
West End Park, Adamstown 
    

 
Q16. Would you like to see the following locations added as leash free areas? 
Please select one response only. 

 
 

Yes 
 

 
No 

 
Don’t know 

Novocastrian Park, New 
Lambton    
‘Wanderers Oval’ Denney 
Street Broadmeadow    
Spit Beach, northern end of 
Nobbys Beach, beyond Wedge 
Reef 
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Q17. Please specify areas Council should consider as additional leash free areas to 
provide further options for exercising dogs off their lead in Newcastle. 
Please specify locations, or times, as far as possible. 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Q18. Do you have any additional suggestions or other comments - regarding dogs 
being on or off their leads - that may improve the enjoyment of all park, reserve and 
beach users around Newcastle? Please specify locations, or times, as far as 
possible. 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Thank you for being part of Newcastle Voice and  
completing this survey. 
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Appendix II – Demographics 
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General Characteristics of Sample from Newcastle 
Voice 

Length of time lived in Newcastle LGA  

 

Gender  

 

Age   

 

Employment Status 
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Suburb 
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Ward 

 
 

Ward as 
% LGA 

Dog access & 
leash-free 

area survey 
    Sample % 
 
Ward 1 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Carrington, Cooks Hill, Islington, Kooragang, Maryville, Mayfield, 
Mayfield East, Mayfield West, Newcastle (CBD), 
Newcastle East, Newcastle West, Stockton, The Hill, Tighes Hill, 
Warabrook, Wickham) 

25 
 

33.73% 
 

 
Ward 2 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Adamstown, Adamstown Heights, Bar Beach, Broadmeadow, 
Hamilton, Hamilton East, Hamilton North, Hamilton South, 
Merewether, Merewether Heights, The Junction) 

25 
 

28.64% 
 

 
Ward 3 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Georgetown, Jesmond, Kotara, Lambton, New Lambton, New 
Lambton Heights, North Lambton, Waratah, Waratah West) 

25 
 

18.83% 
 

 
Ward 4 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Beresfield, Birmingham Gardens, Blackhill / Lenaghan, 
Callaghan, Elermore Vale, Fletcher, Hexham, Maryland,Minmi, 
Rankin Park, Sandgate, Shortland, Tarro, Wallsend) 

25 
 

17.32% 
 

 
 

Planning District 

 
PD as % LGA 

Dog access & leash-free area 
survey 

    sample % 
Inner City South 15.8 29.11% 
Inner City North 8 11.86% 
Hamilton 18 16.46% 
Mayfield 10.1 7.84% 
Lambton 19.5 14.86% 
Jesmond 6.2 4.07% 
Wallsend 13.5 7.89% 
Blue Gum Hills 7.2 4.74% 
North West 3.4 1.7 % 
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General Characteristics of Respondents to this survey  

Length of time lived in Newcastle LGA  

 

Gender  

 

Age   

 
 

Employment Status 
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Suburb 
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Ward 

 
 

Ward as 
% LGA 

Dog access & 
leash-free 

area survey 
    Sample % 
 
Ward 1 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Carrington, Cooks Hill, Islington, Kooragang, Maryville, Mayfield, 
Mayfield East, Mayfield West, Newcastle (CBD), 
Newcastle East, Newcastle West, Stockton, The Hill, Tighes Hill, 
Warabrook, Wickham) 

25 
 

31.59% 
 

 
Ward 2 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Adamstown, Adamstown Heights, Bar Beach, Broadmeadow, 
Hamilton, Hamilton East, Hamilton North, Hamilton South, 
Merewether, Merewether Heights, The Junction) 

25 
 

29.27% 
 

 
Ward 3 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Georgetown, Jesmond, Kotara, Lambton, New Lambton, New 
Lambton Heights, North Lambton, Waratah, Waratah West) 

25 
 

20.87% 
 

 
Ward 4 
(Including the suburbs of: 
Beresfield, Birmingham Gardens, Blackhill / Lenaghan, 
Callaghan, Elermore Vale, Fletcher, Hexham, Maryland,Minmi, 
Rankin Park, Sandgate, Shortland, Tarro, Wallsend) 

25 
 

17.08% 
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Planning District 

 
PD as % LGA 

Dog access & leash-free area 
survey 

    sample % 
Inner City South 15.8 30.37 % 
Inner City North 8 12.33 % 
Hamilton 18 15.85 % 
Mayfield 10.1 6.24 % 
Lambton 19.5 15.58 % 
Jesmond 6.2 3.53 % 
Wallsend 13.5 8.81 % 
Blue Gum Hills 7.2 3.8 % 
North West 3.4 2.3 % 
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Appendix III – Quantitative Results: Topline Report 
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Dog Ownership 
 
Q1. Do you own a dog? Please select one response only. 

 

 
 
Q2. How many dogs do you own? Please select one response only. 

 

 
 
Q3. Do you ever exercise your dog off the lead? 
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Leash Free Area Usage 
 
Q4. Where and when do you most frequently walk or play with your dog off the 
lead? Select all that apply. 
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Q5. At which times of day are you most likely to visit leash free areas with your 
dog(s)? Please select all that apply. 

 
 OPTIONS TOTAL PERCENT 

O1 6am-8pm 75 22.43% 

O2 8am-4pm 150 46.87% 

O3 4pm-8pm 138 43.12% 

O4 8pm-6am 7 2.18% 
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Q6. Which of the following leash free dog areas in Newcastle do you currently use? 
{Refer to the Leash Free Areas booklet for maps} Please select all that apply. 
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Dog Agility Equipment 
 
Q7. Please rate the current dog agility equipment in Islington Park. Please select 
one response only. 

 

 
 
Q9. Council is considering adding one new dog agility area to the city within the next 
12 months. Would you like to see dog agility equipment added to any of the following 
current leash free areas?  
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Concerns about Dogs 
 
Q10. How do you typically react  when you see dogs off the lead in Newcastle in 
areas NOT designated for leash free use? Please select one response only 
 

 
 
Q11. To what extent do you agree that designated leash free areas help reduce 
conflict between dogs and other park users? Please select one response only. 
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Q12. Have you experienced any conflicts with dogs off their lead in off leash areas in 
Newcastle? Please select one response only. 

 

 
 
Q14. Are the current measures and levels of enforcement for animal and pet 
control in Newcastle…? Please select one response only. 
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Possible Changes to Leash Free Areas 
 
Q15. Would you like to see the following existing leash free areas fenced in? Please 
select one response only. 
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Q16. Would you like to see the following locations added as leash free areas? 
Please select one response only. 
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Appendix IV – Qualitative Results: open-ended 
questions 
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Q8. How could this equipment be made more 
satisfying? 
suggestion Agility_improve 

education 

How has this equipment been certified as correct? 
 
Where can I join an agility training group? 

education 

I have used it when my dog was young but I no longer use it.  You 
see people using it occasionally but I think its a particularly 
valuable asset.  Cheaper access to training classes and 
behavioural advice would be of more benefit. 

education 
I think it could be better promoted. I live nearby and did not know 
about it. 

education 

Make available instructions on using the equipment, for example, 
tips on how to train your dog to use the equipment. 
Our dog doesn't use the equipment but our kids do! 

education 
suggest basic training exercises on signage, and / or training 
organistions or groups who use or can demonstrate 

education 

the equipment is fine, but not sure how to get the most out of it for 
the dog. 
would like more jumping and climbing. 

no change 
No, my dogs quite enjoy it.   
A few more things would be appreciated, but it is ok as it is. 

no change EQUIPMENT IS FINE 

no change 
Everything is OK as far as we're concerned. We only visit this area 
about once a month. We use the Carrington leash free area daily. 

no change I am satisfied already. 
no change It's fine :) 

no change 

My dog enjoys being put through the course but is much more 
interested in socialising with people and other dogs. We use the 
Park twice a day. 

no use 

I don't know what 'dog agility equipment' is.  All I know is that I 
consider we should have MUCH greater opportunity to walk our 
dogs off the leash.  And not just in isolated areas that are generally 
inconvenient.  We want to be able to walk from our homes and let 
our dogs run free.  Nearly everyone I see does this anyway.  You 
are SO out of touch.  I hope I make myself perfectly clear.  There 
is such an anti-dog attitude. The problem is that we can all 
remember being able to walk our dogs off the leash whenever we 
wanted, and nothing ever came of it.  
 
My suggestion:  publish a list of restricted breeds that require leash 
and let the rest of us walk our dogs responsibly, which DOESN'T 
mean on a leash.  I had a Doberman once and it was such a sook 
that you could have beaten it to death with a 4x2 and it would 
never have bitten anyone. 
 
OK, I've had my vent.  You'd better believe that a lot of people feel 
strongly about this.  And a lot of us have dogs. 
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no use 

Our dog is getting too old to use it now, but when she was a pup 
she enjoyed it a lot. But we worried when she landed on the 
ground that it wasn't really absorbing the shock well. 

no use 

My dogs don't use this equipment, and I'm not sure what options 
are available. My dogs like to run, swim, chase balls/sticks and 
play with other dogs.  
 
A clean, safe area with seating, water bubbler/tap, and perhaps 
some simple climbing equipment for the kids is also important to 
me. 

no use Don'T use Islington Park 
no use don't use it, walk my dog along the hunter river 
no use don't visit this park 
no use have never been there so can't comment 
no use have not used 

no use 
Have not used the dog agility equipment at Islington Park, 
therefore, no comment. 

no use He's not really interested 
no use I do not use the agility equipment 

no use 

I don't go there ,the only time i have taken my dog there, is odd 
times about once a year with my walking group, but i don't let the 
dog off the  lead , anyway the only time i let her off lead is the 
BRaye Park Reserve.as i live there.the street below.and belong to 
the Braye Park Greening Group 

no use I don't require equipment, just space. 
no use I don't see the point in it. 
no use I don't use it, so don't know 
no use I have a very small dog they are all too big for my dogs 
no use I never use the equipment. 
no use I've never used the equipment so I couldn't comment. 

no use 
my dog doesnt like going there as there r too many unruly dogs 
that go there 

no use 
my dog is not interested in playing on these so they are of no use 
to us personally. 

no use 
My dog is too old to have any use of this. But I've watched others 
use it. 

no use 
My dog isnt interested in play equiptment as she has mobility 
issues 

no use 

Never seen it being used - money wasted. 
 
Mostly see owners amuse dogs by ball throwing & retrieval. 
 
My dogs too old to train with this equipment - just pleased to walk 
& run. 

no use Never use this park (or dog agility equipment anywhere) 
no use Never used it 
no use never visit so, as in last answer, don't know 

no use 
Remove it? It's not what I need for my dog - I need more space to 
walk her. 

no use 
The equipment looks good and useful however my dog does not 
use it as it frightens her a little. 

no use They just need space to run and play 
no use We don't really use the equipment. 
no use We have not used it 
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no use 

We visit this area 3 - 4 times per week over the past 7 years & 
have never seen an owner with a dog use this equipment properly. 
Our dog is not remotely interested. Consequently, this equipment 
should be removed & replaced with grass to save ongoing 
maintenance costs.  
 
Most of the afternoon dog owners group prefer to use the tree 
shaded picnic tables next to Throsby Creek & near the locked toilet 
block to throw balls for their dogs into the open central park area. 
Thus, a few more clustered picnic tables in these 2 areas to 
promote this group activity would be much more well used. 

owners 

From speaking to those who have been to Islington Park Off-leash, 
they talked about social drinking of alcohol by some dog owners, 
which meant they didn't keep an eye on their dogs and therefore 
don't pick up after their dogs. 

owners 

I think Council is doing well with this.  In King Edward Park I think 
the people should not be allowed to drive onto the leash free area 
and park 4 wheel drives for lights and then run up and down the 
gully - it is not good for others to use afterwards or during the time 
they're there. there are other places they coudl train without driving 
onto the grass like that 

suggestion 
designated dog litter bins with bags. or bags for dog poo attached 
to all bins in off leash areas 

suggestion Availible in more off leach areas 
suggestion Be available elsewhere 

suggestion 
I believe it would be more widely utilised if it catered for dogs of 
more variety of sizes and abilities. 

suggestion Include dog poo dag dispensors and more bins 
suggestion install more equipment 
suggestion Is the area fenced? 

suggestion 
It could have been placed in a more open area, so it does get used 
more often. 

suggestion 

It would be better to provide seats and drinking water rather than 
specialist equipment that most dogs aren't trained to use. The 
current equipment is too hard in any case and could injure dogs if 
they used it too vigourously. 

suggestion 
Just a little more would be good.  More seating.  Maybe a few 
more hidey hole stuff. 

suggestion just more of it 
suggestion more activity. larger area 
suggestion more bins required 
suggestion More equipment - more space 

suggestion 

More equipment as there is only 2 sets, when someone with 2 
dogs is using it, its a bit of a line up. Its only a very small area. The 
area is under the trees and during summer has lots of mozzies. 
Maybe add additional equipment at different parts of the park. 

suggestion More equipment. 
suggestion More obstacles Thanks 
suggestion more open area and shady spots 
suggestion more seating, and more bins to through sealed dog poo in. 

suggestion 
My dog isn't really interested in the equipment, would benefit from 
more bins and poo bag dispensers 

suggestion 
need poo bins if we pick up dog droppings there is no where to put 
them 
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suggestion 
Not sure, perhaps have a bit more equipment? My dog is too small 
to use it, so I can't answer this one very well. 

suggestion 
SIze is biggest issue limited amount of equipment is suitable for 
smaller animals 

suggestion 
The equipment is fine, it would be lovely if more of the dog parks 
had this! 

unaware 
Don't go there and there is no dog agility equipment in the west, so 
i wouldn't know. 

unaware Cannot understand question. 
unaware Do not know condition of equipment. 
unaware do not use 
unaware do not visit this area 
unaware Dont go to Islington Park 
unaware dont know 
unaware dont know 
unaware dont know it 
unaware Don't know. 
unaware Don't know. 
unaware Dony know 

unaware 
During the warmer months, I have to avoid that area as it is prone 
to sandflies. 

unaware Haven't seen it 
unaware Haven't seen it 
unaware i do not know 
unaware Never been... unsure. 
unaware Not sure 
unaware Did not know about it. 
unaware Didn't even know it existed. 
unaware Didn't even realise there was equipment there. 
unaware didnt know it was there. will try it. 
unaware Don't know never been there 

unaware 

Dont konw. Was not aware the park had equipment but will be 
checking it out as my dog is very quick to learn and enjoys that 
sort of play. 

unaware I am not aware of this park. 
unaware I am not familiar with this facility. 
unaware I didn't know it was there until I started this survey. 
unaware I do not think there is any there???? 
unaware I have never visited this area & am unable to comment. 
unaware I have not seen this equipment so cannot comment. 

unaware 
I haven't been there for a while and am not aware of any agility 
equipment. 

unaware 
I really do not know what it is like as I have not tryed it with our 
dogs.  Now I know about it I will go over and check it out. 

unaware I was totally unaware of the leash free areas. 
unaware I was unaware of this facility 
unaware i'm not aware of any equipment being there 
unaware Not familiar 

unaware 

SORRY BUT I HAVE NOT SEEN THIS EQUIPMENT DURING 
ANY VISIT---I HAVE BEEN OUT OF NEWCASTLE FOR SOME 
TIME EARLIER THIS YEAR AND MAY HAVE MISSED IT 

unaware 
Sorry, I've been to Islington Park with my dog, but not recently 
enough to comment. 



Off Leash Areas, Report Appendixes, August 2011 Page 40 of 40 

Q10. Reactions to dogs off leads – other 

reaction Reaction_offleash_dog_6_other 
anger Angry and concerned. 

attitude 

I think we have become overly militant about dogs. Fear of them 
engenders negative reactions in the animal. To start from the 
assumption that dogs are dangerous or a nuisance is a wrong 
starting point. Dogs provide companionship, protection, a sense of 
purpose to the elderly and lonely, a sense of responsibility to 
children. We should be encouraging dog ownership rather than 
discouraging. 

compliance amazed at the selfishness of the owners 
compliance Annoyed 
compliance annoyed at owners 
compliance annoyed that I do the right thing 

compliance Annoyed that the owner has not taken their responsibilities seriously 
compliance annoyed, because we do the right thing 
compliance Annoyed. I obey the rules, so should they. 
compliance anoyed that people are doning the wrong thing. 

compliance concerned owners are not considerate of others in the community 
compliance Concerned that the law is being flaunted 
compliance concerned when I have my dog on its leash 

compliance 
I don't feel concern over safety, but I get disappointed that it reflects 
badly on the many responsible dog owners. 

compliance 

Im not scared of dogs but my dog does something that often makes 
other dogs attack him so it annoys me to see people with their dogs 
off leash and not bother to releash it when you pass with a dog.  I 
use areas not designated for off-leash because I can't use the 
leash-free areas with my dog. 

compliance Irresponsible 
compliance No - they should "do the right thing" 
compliance Unfair. 
compliance When I am with my own dog, on the leash, I get concerned. 

compliance 
wonder why they don't use correct area-concern for kids & other 
dogs 

compliance disapointed because they are ruining it for good owners 
compliance Disappointed 
compliance disappointed they are not obeying the rules. 
compliance Dissapointed that others cannot obey the laws as I do 
compliance Doing the wrong thing 
depends A little uneasy if its a big dog. 
depends Cautious but usually unconcerned - depends on breed 
depends concerned about the safety of the dog if they are on the road 
depends concerned only when dogs are not in control of owners 
depends Depend on breed if I have my 87 yr old mother with me 

depends 
Depending on the size and lack of owner supervision of the dogs - 
sometimes comcerned for safety 

depends depends how big the dog is 
depends depends if/if not dog dangerous. 

depends 
Depends on bread and aggression.  Also I think it leads to owners 
not taking responsibility for their dogs pooh. 

depends Depends on breed and degree of control 



Off Leash Areas, Report Appendixes, August 2011 Page 41 of 41 

depends 
Depends on breed, and control of owner. Most of the time not 
worried 

depends depends on owner control 
depends Depends on size and breed 
depends Depends on the behaviour of dog 
depends depends on the behaviour of the dog and its owner 
depends Depends on the breed and size of dog 
depends Depends on the breed of dog 

depends Depends on the breed of the dog and the attitude of the dog owners 
depends depends on the dog 
depends Depends on the dog and owner. Sometimes ok, often not. 

depends 

depends on the dog and the ability of the owner to control it. I have 
walked through a park with my dog on lead and had several dogs 
approach and start  fight - in these cases I am very angry. Other 
times dogs off the lead simply ignore me and my dog - no problems 

depends Depends on the dogs behaviour 
depends depends on the dogs tempermate 

depends 
depends on the historical breed of the dog, IE dashhound compared 
to a pitbull. 

depends Depends on the obedience of the dog, and the locality 

depends 
Depends on the owner - worrying to see abandoned animals 
wandering alone 

depends 
Depends on the reaction of the dogs, I've seen Dogs run up to other 
dogs and attack, but in other cases dogs have been social 

depends depends on the situation and the type of dog 

depends 
Depends on the situation: whether owners clean up after them, keep 
them reasonably under control, not too many people around, etc 

depends 

depends on the size and behaviour of the dog and amount of people 
around.  I would be concerned when there are children and 
unfamiliar dogs. 

depends Depends on the size and breed of the dog. 

depends 
depends on the size and manner of the dog and if the owner is near 
by and the dog looks under some sort of supervision 

depends 
depends on the size, type and behaviour of the dog in question. The 
bigger the dog the bigger my concern 

depends depends on the type of dog 

depends 
Depends on the type of dog and how well their owner has control of 
the dog 

depends Depends on the type of dog and the area 
depends depends on their behaviour & that of the owners 

depends 
Depends on type of dog. Some dogs are dangerous and should not 
be off a lead 

depends 
depends on where the dog is and whether it appears to be under 
owner's control 

depends 
depends on whether the dog is well behaved with its owner, or 
wandering around alone ie let out to have a poo. 

depends depends upon the size and type of dog and location 
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depends 

Depends what breed of dog some dogs shouldnt be let out at all. 
Certain breeds should be banned nothing worse than kids being 
ripped apart by a mongeral dog 

depends Depends what sort of dog and size and agression 

depends 
Depends what type of dog, if they are under control and where they 
are. 

depends Depends where - I love to see them off lead in designated areas 
depends Don't mind if dog is friendly and obedient 

depends enjoy seeing dogs off the lead if they are well trained and not large 

depends Fine as long as they don't bother me.  Become irate when they do! 

depends Happy to see them off lead with a responsible person in attendance 

depends 

How I feel depends on how I think the dog and owner interact.  If I 
feel the owner is really looking out for the dog's behaviour (picking 
up poos, watching if the dog is going too near other people), then I 
don't mind.  If I think the owner is not paying attention to the dog, 
then I feel uneasy.  This is pretty much the same in leash-free 
areas, too.  You want responsible, alert owners who monitor their 
dogs' behaviours. 

depends 

I am mostly indifferent or untroubled, but if I am with my kids they 
don't necessarily like other dogs and depending on the type of dog I 
may be a little concerned. 

depends If dog and owner are behaving I have no problems 
depends If the dog is clearly under control I have no problem with it 
depends If they are trained then not a problem 

depends 
I'm fine with it except on the odd occassion when a owner is 
irresponsible and cant control their pet 

depends It depends if they are under some control and not near traffic. 
depends it depends on the dog, some dogs are dangerous others not 

depends 
It depends on the dog. When the dog is relaxed I have no problem 
with it but if it's an aggressive dogg I feel very angry. 

depends 

it depends on the type of dog, if it is small or does not look like it 
could be dangerous it is ok, but not big dogs that could rush up to 
people and scare them 

depends 
it's fine as long as they are controlled, a leash is at the ready as well 
as having poo bags with them to use. 

depends No problem as long as they are under control 

depends 

Normally enjoy seeing dogs off the lead, but concerned when dogs 
approaching my small children while not under direction or control of 
the owner. 

depends Not worried if supervised 
depends ok as long as owner has control of their dog 
depends OK if dog is trained 
depends Ok if their owner is in the immediate vicinity 
depends Ok if with a responsible owner 
depends OK, if the dog is trained and under full control 

depends 
Only concerned if the dog appears to be aggressive or non-
responsive to commands. 

depends only concerned if the owner has no control over the unleashed dog 
depends Only concerned when the dogs are obviously not under control. 
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depends some apprehension if I don't know the dog 

depends 
When the dog is not controlled properly, it's bad, but when it is done 
responsibly, it's fine. 

dog poo 
concerned in that the same owners allow their dog to deficate on 
foot path or in parks and don't clean up 

dog poo 
concerned that owners not picking up after dogs which are off the 
lead. They often do not notice. 

dog poo Worry about stepping in dog poo 
dog poo Grumpy - re Dog Poo mainly 

safety 
about control, my dog on a lead is often approached by the off lead 
dog which is frustrating 

safety alerted and careful 
safety concern for the dog 
safety concerned about attacks on my dog 
safety concerned about safety of dog. 
safety concerned about the dogs safety 

safety 

Concerned as to the dogs safety due to urban obsticles, especially 
road traffic.  Is the dog lost? Where is/are the owners and where 
does the dog live? 

safety 
concerned for both people and dogs safety, being hit by bikes or 
cars etc. 

safety Concerned for dogs safety & wellbeing 
safety Concerned for for the safety of others as well as the DOGS 
safety Concerned for my dog - chihuahua 

safety 
concerned for safety of others & think that dog owners who let dogs 
out off leash often do so to avoid cleaning up "doogy do" 

safety Concerned for the dogs safety 
safety Concerned for the dogs safety 
safety concerned for the safety of the dog and others 
safety Could be the safety of the dog 

safety 
I am concerned for the dog's safety particularily near roads as lots of 
them have no road sense 

safety I feel it is maybe lost or could get hurt 

safety 
i have a defensive dog not well socialised and have problems with 
unleashed dogs in islington park near the childrens play park 

safety Worried about the safety of the dogs vs cars etc 

safety 
worried about them crossing into my cycle path or stepping in front 
of my car. 

safety worried for dog safety 

safety 
dissapointed people dont care enough for their pet to keep them 
safe, ie so they dont chase something on to the road or fight. 

safety 
Do not like it because of the possible conflict between my dog 
restricted on a lease and their uncontrolled dog. 

safety 

Dogs should be under control & owners considerate of pedestrians 
& circumstances eg children, cars, cyclists & perceived aggressive 
dog breeds. 

safety 
My dog is aggressive to other dogs, so I need to be confident that 
others dogs won't come near mine 

uneasy I'm cautious 

uneasy 
Too many big dogs not properly controlled and a danger to smaller 
dogs 

uneasy Uncertain but aware. 
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uneasy 
When my dog is on the leash I am cautious of other dogs that are 
free of the leash. This usually occurs on the streets. 

uneasy Not worried, but very aware 
uneasy unsettled 

 
 

Q13. Description of conflict 
Conflict between dog 
and… conflict_description 

adult 

1. Big dogs off lead ran all over Community Garden in Foreshore Park. 
 
2. Mother-in-law knocked over and broke hip by dog jumping at her. 

adult 
A couple of males engaged in a fairly violent ordeal in our street a 
number of years ago 

adult 
A dog attacked another. The owners then became abusive towards each 
other. 

adult 
A dog attacked me when I was walking around the streets close to my 
home.  It bit me and knocked me down before running away. 

adult 
A dog ran out of its yard and as it was huge, I was very frightened as in 
the past I have been bitten by a dog in the street. 

adult 

A man,wife and child (no dog) were having a picnic right in the middle of 
the park and a group of dogs were running around playing together (not 
aggressively or anything).  The man became very upset when the dogs 
came over to them and his daughter became scared. 

adult 

A medium sized dog,unknown breed, unleashed, with human male 
companion, siezed upon my mini sausage dog in passing on the footpath. 
In the act of grabing my dog off the other dog, my dog in it's terror also bit 
me in it's panic induced state. The owner of the other dog laughed and 
walked off with his dog in tow. How do we control ferals such as these 
two, man and beast. 

adult 

About 12 months ago - working in the front garden kneeling down, a dog 
off lead jumped fence onto me. when I asked the owner of the dog to 
remove it from my property he offered to punch me in the face. I regret 
not reporting the incident to Council. In the last 6 months I have seen a 
large dog on a lead jump up on an elderly person because the owner did 
not have the dog on a tight lead and was not concerned because the dog 
was 'just being playful' at georgetown shopping area. 

adult 

At Horseshoe Beach, while walking along Macquarie Pier, a group of 
unrestrained dogs harassed people around me and myself. When 
approached, the owners said they were not at fault as it was a leash free 
area. 

adult At Tarro Sports Ground - felt intimidated & scared & left the Park quickly. 
adult attacked by a dog on the street 
adult barking, somewhat threatening attitudes, pissing & shitting 
adult Being a general nuisance whilst I was walking by on a lead. 

adult 
Bitten by dog which was uncontrolled and should not be allowed off leash 
- totally irresponsible dog owners which is typical - King Edward Park 

adult 
Do not like how owners allow their dog to use your lawn and flower beds 
as toilets even on leads. 

adult 
Dog approached me and sniffed around.  I just don't like dogs and feel 
nervous and unsettled around them. 
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adult 

dog approached me, jumped up at me, and would not respond to owners 
call, not dangerous in this case but I was alarmed as I did not know this 
dog 

adult 

Dog droppings in my yard. 
 
Dogs running towards me and my children. 
 
Dogs chasing my cat into my rear yard. 

adult Dog jumped up on me. 

adult 
dog jumping up on my wife. Two dogs in angry squabble around peoples' 
feet. Other dogs racing to join in. 

adult Dog made Growloing noises towards me 
adult Dog running around on Merewether beach. Annoying people. 

adult 
dog urinated on my backpack, which was on towel at leash free beach. 
Owner apologised. Library book in bag was OK. 

adult Dog very aggressive. 
adult Dogs annoying people in parks and owners not doing anything about it 

adult 

Dogs are sociable animals but some dogs are anti-social not unlike 
humans who litter and leave rubbish in parks.  Most conflicts are resolved 
very quickly with owners placing their dogs on the lead straight away and 
walking away from the situation. 

adult Dogs chasing the postman. 
adult Dogs crapping on naturestrips 

adult 

dogs fighting around small children 
 
Dog waste not collected 

adult 

Dogs jumping up on me. I am not afraid of dogs but think this behaviour is 
inappropriate as I did not invite the dog contact and it interrupts my 
walking and enjoying the outdoors. 

adult 
Dogs not responding to owners commands - jumping up on me and 
scaring my dog. Quite a few dogs aggressive. 

adult 
dogs off leash in local streets, the junction shops, merewether beach and 
often at national park netball courts 

adult 
dogs running at my legs when im running. dangerous. also sick of the dog 
poo left by particulary large dogs 

adult 

Dogs running through park and picnic area garden beds. 
 
Dogs defecating away from owners eye and public left to navigate these 
piles of dog doo 

adult 

dogs that are aggressive - mainly the pit bulls - that aren't under control 
are aggressive and intimidating.  Owners that let these dogs off lead and 
don't control them shouldn't have them at these parks 

adult 

Dogs with dirty noses continually sniff the leg of my trousers. The dry 
cleaning costs are not met by the dog owners. If I wanted a dog to sniff 
and dirty my clothing  I would get my own dog. 

adult dogs with no training escaped from yards on the street causing trouble 

adult 

Don't have enough space. I have been threatened by aggressive dogs 
many, many times. I am no longer able to walk the streets of suburban 
Newcastle because I am too afraid of dogs. I have had a buy a treadmill 
to get my exercise. Dog-owners should have to pay for my treadmill. 

adult Don't wish to comment, negotiations proceding. 
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adult 

Elermore vale park - It is a major thorougfare that we use to go to the 
shopping centre.  I often see people walking through there getting 
harassed by dogs. 
 
It is a silly place and it would be better more out of the way and not a 
busy thoroughfare. 
 
Also the doggy do bin is located too close to residents and smells in 
summer. 

adult 
Enjoying a coffee at Swells Merewether and a dog allowed to wander and 
urinate plus disturb other dogs on leads 

adult 
Frequently on the walk out to Nobby's Breakwall - dogs tend to jump up 
at you. 

adult 
Had a problem with a neighbours dog who has since left area. Dog went 
to have a go at my brother-in-law, went too close to our fence. 

adult 
harrased by dogs, unpleasant and inapparopraite contact by dog, 
growling, potentail to trip over dog, indifference by owners 

adult 

Have been confronted on the street away from parks or ovals by un 
attended dogs that I would deem dangerous regardless of the location. 
My biggest issue is with untrained and/or unattended dogs especially 
those breeds best suited to hunting 

adult 

Hi 
 
 
 
It happened some time ago on my way to purchase the Sunday papers 
one of those "pig" dogs white with a black patch grabbed me by the ankle 
as I was walking and caused me to loose my balance and fall when the 
owner an elderly lady called the dog it dragged me along the street when 
it finally released me I was very shaken. 

adult 

I felt concerned and apprehensive as it approached me but fortunately it 
was friendly. If I had a young child with me I would have been very 
concerned. 

adult 
I have been attacked by dogs on two occasions and a dog owner 
attempted to assault me. Which resulted in an AVO against my assailant 

adult 
i have been bitten numerous times by dogs off leash. by the time the 
owner arrives on the scene it is too late. i am off to the casualty ward. 

adult 

I have been growled at, jumped on, accosted and my partner was bitten 
on one occasion on Stockton beach.  Dog droppings are also often seen 
on the beach and in many areas around Stockton including on the bottom 
of my shoes.  We both spend a lot of time on the beach throughout the 
year and even thouigh this is not a designated unleased area, nobody 
seems to take any notice of it.  I haven't seen a dog enforcement officer 
on the beach for about 10 years. 

adult 

I have experienced problems with dogs off their lead at the netball courts 
in Newcastle whilst netball was on. This is a leash area and irresponsible 
owners had them off the lead. 

adult 

I saw a dog do a poo while the owner looked the other way. As soon as 
the dog started moving away, the owner called it over. I called out to the 
owner and told them their dog had done a poo. I called at least 6 times, 
with the owner clearly ignoring me until I had to run over to them and ask 
them to remove the poo and reminded them this was not a leash free 
area (Lambton Park). The owner said "as if anyone cares". I said that I 
did, and asked them to respect the rights of others to use the park. The 
owner told me to .... off and walked away... and did NOT pick up the poo. 
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adult 

I teenager with a 50kg great dane with no training at Redhead beach.  
The dog was harrasing everything that moved.  very dangerous.   
 
 
 
A rare event though 

adult 

I walk frequently and have on quite a few occasions been confronted by 
angry dogs rushing out from the owners premises and having to protect 
myself. 

adult 

I was  8 months pregnant and walking up a street and this blue heeler 
dog rushed out from across the road and bailed me up against a fence 
and was trying to bite and scratch my big pregnant belly. Only for a man 
who was doing some maintenence on front of his house next door to 
where I was bailed, I feel I and my now daughter would have been 
injured. He chased the dog off. 

adult 

I was going for a walk in Melinda Ave Elermore Vale and was followed by 
a huge growliing and barking Great Dane type dog. The neighbours were 
scared as well as he was off the lead out front of his house on the road & 
footpath. 

adult 

I was playing soccer with my young son in Empire Park when a man 
came along with his dog off the leash.  The dog ran over and took the 
ball, puncturing it with its teeth.  I complained to the dog owner that my 
son's ball had been wrecked, but he was indifferent and walked off. 

adult 

I was walking down near the beach John Pde when this man riding his 
bike with a dog running free beside him came charging towards me (a big 
dog) jumped up on me and growled at me. The man on the bike didn't 
even look around, luckily I wasn't bitten. 

adult 

I was walking in Young St Carrington in 2005 and a dog which was 
waiting for its owner who was in a shop lunged at me and bit me on my 
right thigh through my jeans, leaving a bite mark which developed into an 
ugly bruise.I did not provoke the dog. 

adult 

In suburban streets I have had experiences with big dogs racing out 
barking and being rather aggressive - this has been quite scarey at times.  
Also when I owned a dog once in a local park my leased dog was 
attacked by an unleashed dog which made me very angry.  People who 
do the right thing are also affected by those who do the wrong thing. 

adult Intimidated 

adult 

It is always those terrible pit bull or american fighting dogs ?? that seem 
to cause the trouble.  They seem to want to attack as do those mastif 
dogs.  Also their owners often CANNOT contril them. 

adult 

It is the dog OWNER not the dog who is usually the problem. Some dogs 
and some dog breeds just CANNOT interact with other dogs or people 
without getting aggressive or territorial. The onus needs to be on the 
owner to realise this and take responsibility for their dogs actions. If their 
dog is constantly aggressive or intimidating they need to take their dog to 
less popular areas or at times when there are less people and animals 
around. As usual it is the few who spoil it for the many 

adult It was not too dangerous and an apology was adequate 

adult 

It was the approach by the dog and being unsure whether it wants tolick 
you or bite you. It also is the types of dogs - certain breeds are more 
inclined to aggressive behaviour. 

adult ive had an aggressive dog snap at me 

adult 
Knocked down while walking to work. Owner of dog did not even 
apologise. 
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adult 

Large dog off the lead approached me and my small dog in an aggressive 
manner. I picked up my dog and the other dog's owner thought it was 
quite funny. A verbal altercation ensued which almost ended up physical. 
Following this the dog approached me again and made a jump at my dog. 
After kicking the dog in the ribs to ward it off the owner again verbally 
abused me. 

adult LINWOOD 

adult 
Often concerned as tdo the presence of the leash holders - may not be in 
sight or distracted or indifferent to the presence of walkers. 

adult 

On 2 separate occasions I have been bitten by a dog off the leash 
although the owners both insisted that it was atypical! My granddaughter 
is 3 and now afraid of dogs, due to off leash dogs jumping on her. 

adult 
On a few occasions dogs have been aggressive and owners showed little 
regard to controlling their behaviour. Disappointing. 

adult 

On a number of occassions when walking a dog, it or I have been either 
attacked or menaced by an unleashed dog. The dog has sometimes been 
walking unleashed with its owner, come from private property where the 
gate is kept open, or been the dog has been on the street on its own. For 
this reason I have not owned a dog for about 20 years. Also some quite 
large dogs take objection to you walking by their home so that although 
they may be in an enclosed space one does not feel secure. As in our 
case when our next door neighbour has his dogs in the front yard, these 
dogs take objection to seeing us through the side fence. 

adult 

On several occasions while jogging in parks and also on the street,some 
dogs off the leash will come over to you.  You're not sure of their 
intentions so it's wise to stop and walk so they don't get excited and 
perhaps jump up,chase or become aggressive.  One particular owner of a 
Staffordshire Terrier,seems completely irresponsible and often let's it run 
free.  This breed is apparently responsible for more attacks in NSW than 
any other breed,including attacking owners and family members. 

adult Owners that let their dogs dominate play areas. 

adult 

People who can't control their dogs are trouble. My dogs are submissive 
to other dogs but we've had several aggressive dogs approach us, and 
we have seen many dog fights, mainly outside the LGA at Redhead 
Beach. However most people who go to Dixon Park are great with their 
dogs and it is great to see the dogs happy and playing together. 

adult 

People who have agressive dogs who let them off leash in the off leash 
knowing that they are going to fight with other dogs, why not wait until 
there are not other dogs around or put a muzzle on the dog so that it can't 
bite other dogs or people. 

adult rough approaches and jumping on me 
adult Snarling dog unrestrained moved toward me 
adult some dogs arent trained and thier owners dont control them 

adult 

The dogs come over to you running, barking, jumping etc and many 
owners show little interest in controlling their dogs or keeping them away 
from other people. I don't like strange dogs running up to me and my 
toddler as you don't know the nature of the dog and what they could do to 
you. Despite the areas being leash free owners still need to control their 
dogs. The areas are not just for dogs only as many owners seem to think 

adult 

The dogs just run wild, through your gardens and people who do care 
and keep their dogs on a lead 
 
Also they do NOT pick up the mess the dogs leave when it does it natural 
business. 
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adult 

The dogs shit in my front yard. They are both trespassing and off the 
leash. 
 
This has been reported serveral times to appropriate section and no 
response received. 

adult 
The owner of a particularly aggressive staffy did not recognise that it's 
behaviour was a problem. Islington off leash  area. 

adult Their dirty habits. 

adult 
their faeces is often not collected as the ownersn are npt near the animal 
to even notice that it needs to be cleaned up. 

adult traing at tuxforth park, dog owner let dog off lead and it stated chasing me
adult trouble with dog owners not supervising their dog 
adult trying to have a picnic with my family & peoples dogs keep harrasing us 

adult 
Unprovocked atack by a dog when jogging along Horseshoe Beach. 
Injury to leg. 

adult 

Until lodging a polite objection largely reduced the behaviour, a near 
neighbour frequently released their dog which then fouled footpaths in the 
neighbourhood. 

adult 

walk a lot. have been confronted and bitten a number of times over the 
years. some owners look and talk as if i have done something wrong and 
i should not walk in the streets or parks. has been in streets and parks 
such as jesmond park, people who let dogs of the leash at dusk and 
anywhere in new lambton and new lambton heights. 

adult 

Walking along Newcastle Beach and my husband was bitten on the leg, 
owners eating dinner on the steps at the beach with the dog, it just bit him 
as we walked passed. 

adult 

Walking through Islington park off leash area I was attacked by a very 
large dog.  Owner was not able to control his dog and when I advised him 
that he was only able to let his dog off the leash if he could control it his 
response was that I should not be walking through the park. There seems 
to be a lack of understanding about two issues: 1. the owners ability or 
willingness to control the dog once it is off leash; 2. off-leash areas are 
also used by other park users. 

adult 
Walking to work thru Kennedy Reserve Carrington and a boarder collie 
ran up and bit me on the leg. I think it escaped from its yard. 

adult 

When I am running, dogs that are off their leashes somtimes run towards 
me. Most times they are just inquisitive but a couple of times they have 
tried to nip me. 

adult 

When walking in a residential street a large barking dog bailed me up 
against a hedge and I called for help but it seemed ages before the owner 
came and controlled the dog. I don't walk in parks because I worry about 
dogs but afer this I became nervous about walking anywhere at all!! I.m 
back walking again but am always cautious. 

adult While out walking, dogs wandering the street being aggressive 

adult 

While walking with my friend and her (leashed) dog, An approaching 
unleashed dog started acting aggressively.  
 
The owner of the unleashed dog seemed unconcerned until his dog 
started to attack my friends dog, then he had to physically pick his dog up 
to resolve the situation (his dog wasn't wearing a collar). 

adult 

Whilst I was walking a dog on a lead for a relative in a leash free area 
another dog off the lead approached and became agressive.  Its owner 
had to restrain it and put it back on the lead. 
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adult 

Whilst walking or sitting on Stockton beach, unrestrained dogs have 
many times disturbed me, either by bounding towards me and barking or 
trying to jump up on me, or by coming up behind me unexpectedly.  Many 
of these dogs have been what I consider to be potentially dangerous 
breeds, and on one occasion, a dog of a breed which is known to have 
attacked humans, was one of those off the lead.  I am totally against dogs 
being off the leash in areas which are not designated for this.  Small 
children are at risk, let along older people.  I was bitten by a dog not on a 
leash when I was very young, and am always on edge when approached 
by strange dogs. 

adult 

Years ago as a resident of Adamstown our area was subject to the 
results of a dog owner who had no respect for the actions of his pet or the 
affect on local residents.The dog offerred no physical threat but was 
allowed to soil yards and footpaths where ever he went. 

child A DOG CHASED MY CHILDREN WALKING TO SCHOOL. 

child 
A dog jumping on my grandaughter and pushing the terrified child over. 
Previously this child had been bitten on the face by a dog (in Melbourne). 

child 

A dog off leash at teh horseshoe beach was continually jumping up on 
both my daughters.  When my husband aasked the owner to get the dog 
to stop, the female owner "ranted" to all around that the area was for 
dogs off leash, and we "should not bring our children there". 

child 
A dog on a leash  lunged at my son and he was bitten on the face when 
an unleashed dog run at the leashed dog that my son was patting 

child A dogged knocked over my 2 year old 

child 

A german shepherd bit a child at Horseshoe Beach. An ambulance was 
called. The owners did not react to the incident appropriately, or attempt 
to secure the dog. They had disappeared by the time the ambulance 
arrived. I had not seen them there before, nor have I seen them since. It 
was an isolated incident, and I have never witnessed anything similar 
prior to this or since. 

child 

A German Shepherd dog knocked over my three year old son who was 
playing with a soccer ball. The impact was quite forceful as the dog was 
an over excited to see a ball. 

child 

A leasf free area is provided locally. This area is not utilised by dog 
owners who prefer to release dogs off leash to run free on sports fields 
and childrens play areas.This deters parents from utilising the park 
facilities due to dogs mingling,and sometimes menacing people, visiting 
the area. 

child 

a small child ran up to a dog and started to pat it - the dog growled and 
the toddler fell over crying. when the father confronted the dog owner he 
was indifferent and took the dog and left 

child An unleased dog in a playground area attacked my daughter 
child annoying, licking and pooping. scare children. 

child 

As I am allergic to dogs, and my son has autism we always have to move 
onto the road or to another area in case he grabs dogs (he doesnt 
understand the dangers) and I cant come into contact with them either. Its 
bad all round for us coming into contact with them unleashed. 

child 

At childrens park in Islington, dog off lead causing anxiety to many 
children and parents - owners did nothing just to say the dog wont hurt 
anyone. 

dog 

At Horseshoe Beach on a couple of occasions a dog has shown 
aggression towards our Labrador.  But, having said that, it comes down to 
the owner of the animal not training, socialising their pet properly.  Even 
in leash-free areas, we are vigilant when other dogs are around. 
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child 

At horseshoe beach, a big Rotweiler scared and hurt my little bichon frise, 
just because of his size. We don't take my dog back there anymore. But 
we do take my medium sized dog there because she can handle herself 
better. 

child 

at the foreshore, lots of people, including children... dogs should be 
restrained 
 
around cafe areas.. this is not a suitable place for dogs 

child Attacked/scared my children 

child 

Being at a play park with my children and dog owner refusing to put dog 
on lead. Very scary for my children, even though owner assured us it was 
a "perfectly calm" dog 

child 
Chased by a dog in Nesca Park training daughter for school cross 
country. 

child 
Dog came straight for my daughter who screamed and clung to her 
father, climbing up his legs 

child dog chased small children 

child 

Dog droppings in my yard. 
Dogs running towards me and my children. 
Dogs chasing my cat into my rear yard. 

child 
Dog encroaching on play area  at Dixon Park too far from owner to 
control. Very threatening to small child. 

child 
Dog jumped up on me and my family - not agressive, but excited, yet still 
caused my children to become scared as it was a larger dog. 

child Dog running almost knocked a child over 

child 

Dog was off leash with children and parent at Islington children's 
playground. 2 pre-school children I had taken to the play area were 
terrified when the large dog ran near them and started crying. The owner 
put the dog on its leash after I told him that the children I had brought to 
the park were not used to dogs and that there was a great leash free park 
just across the creek. 

child 
Dogs charged at my children. Owner didn't have any control over dog, 
dog was not trained. 

child 
dogs fighting around small children 
Dog waste not collected 

child 

Dogs in King Edward Park routinely stray outside of the off leash areas 
without owners taking control. My son has been attacked by dogs near 
the off leash areas. The areas need to be fenced as they are overseas. 
They are too dangerous as it is not possible for all owners to control dogs 
at all times. They get too excited around other dogs. Owners routinely 
allow their dogs to run free in KEP and surrounding areas. They believe it 
is OK if "nobody is around" 

child 

Dogs off leads in the dixon park area have run straight through the 
children's play area when I have had three young children with me. 
Several times these have been really large dogs that have frightened 
them and licked them. The leash free area should be completely fenced if 
it is next door to a little children's area. Children are more important than 
dogs!!! No one knows the temperament and nature of the dogs and 
owners are always standing at the top of the hill where they could not 
intervene in time. 
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child 

Dogs off leash barking at schoolchildren, crossing roads presenting 
danger to themselves, with and without apparent owners across and 
along shared pedestrian/cycleways. 
 
In the latter instance I usually stop my bike until I am sure the dog is 
under control, or otherwise out of danger. 

child 

Have been bothered by dogs on multiple occasions, particularly when my 
children were small.  I should be able to take my children to the park 
without being bothered by dogs.  Dog owners often say "Don't worry, he's 
very good' but you can't tell that by looking at them when they are running 
towards you, especially if you are a small child.  Regardless, I have had 
these words from a dog owner just after the dog nipped me! (on that 
occasion I was on private property so not a council issue) 

child 
I have a young child who was pounced upon by an un-leashed dog and 
consequently has developed a fear of dogs. 

child 
I have often seen dogs in a local area harrassing children and wildlife in 
an area where they should have been under control. 

child 

I was enjoying playing with my children in canoes in the safety of 
Horseshoe Beach at Newcastle Harbour. Repeated interference by some 
dogs off leash and not controlled by their owners made several visits to 
that beach which is safe for children unpleasant. I knew that it was an off-
leash beach, however I had hoped that the dog owners would keep their 
dogs away from annoying other beach users. 

child 

I was in a leash free area with my two young children and our dog and a 
golden retriever was off the leash and the owner was having trouble 
controlling him. The dog knocked over my 18 month old daughter. 
 
Our dog has been attacked by other dogs twice in leash free areas by 
dogs who owners can't control them properly. 
I don't use leash free areas for this reason. 

child 

I was walking with a small child and a dog bounded up to us and nearly 
knocked her over.  I was shocked and frightened as I didn't know the dog 
or what it was capable of.  The owner said not to worry about the dog, 
however, the damage had already been done and we were both shaken 
and scared. 

child 

In park with grandchildren. Owner half heartedky concerned that children 
upset when dogs approached and not pulled away by owner..... but we 
did. I am from farming area, used to and know animals and habits. 
Wonder how much some owners appreciate how their dog will behave 
when in a different situation.ie frightened child.(not because child has not 
been exposed but because child timid. And there are such people.) 

child 

Islington Park, children's play area, too many dogs off leash, my children 
get scared at the barking and running dogs. A few times we have asked 
the owners to put the dogs a lead and they react with "It wont hurt them 
[referring to our children]". They also walk their dogs to/from the off leash 
area without a leash, esp along the creek on the side without the path. 

child 

Large dog jumped its front fence and bailed up 3 young children who 
walking ahead of me luckily the owner heard the dog and came and 
restrained it but the children were terrified 

child Large dog off leash putting my children in risk 
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child 

Many years ago a very beautiful young friend of my daughter was mauled 
in the face by a dog off a lead. The bottom part of her face is maimed for 
life.  
 
When I did have a dog years ago I was very frightened when walking him  
if a dog approached us without its lead. Once my dog got into a fight with 
another dog and I could not separate them. 
 
Our street on the edge of Blackbutt Reserve is a very popular walking 
place for owners and their dogs and I would estimate that half of the dogs 
are off their leads whilst in the street 

child 

My son is terrified of dogs and runs away from dogs off leashes, so it is 
quite stressful when I see one coming I know I am going to have to run 
after him, and I never know how a dog is going to react to us running 
away. 
A young girl I was looking after one day earlier this month got bitten by a 
dog off the leash in Islington Park. It was just a nip, but he obviously 
should have been muzzled or at least on the leash. It was quiet awkward 
for me to explain to her mother, and felt it was reflecting negatively on 
me. 

child 

Neighbours dogs have escaped from yards. Attacked a neighbours child - 
bit child. 
 
People with dog walking along near park opposite Nobbys Beach - dog 
off leash - we told them their dog should be leashed and they said it is 
okay as they were returning to their car. 

child Nothing happened.  I just got my kids to a safer area as it was a pit bull 

child 

On beach between Glenrock and Merewether Beaches with my 
grandchildren, ages 12, 10&8 years. Sunday approx 1100hrs. 
 
Young man and woman had their two large dogs, off lead, running some 
200 metres from them. Both dogs ran at my two younger grandchildren 
(Girls),from behind them. The girls were unexpectedly pushed to the sand 
by the dogs. There were fortunately no bites inflicted, but some bruises 
and scratches. The kids were terrified! (By the way they have a Border 
Collie as the family pet so are quite used to well behaved dogs) 
I ran to the girls and hunted the dogs. 
I received a tirade of bad language from the "owners" for chasing the 
dogs away. 
No expression of regret over the still crying children, or the minor injuries 
which had been caused. 

child 

Please note this has occurred on numerous occasions. Whenever, and I 
mean almost 100% of the time, I am in a park with my 6 year old child I 
see dogs off-leash, sometimes even in the child play areas. On occasions 
I have asked the owner to put their dog on a leash the owner has played 
ignorant and abided but on a few occasions I have been abused by the 
dog owner who says they have better things to worry about and they 
continue to use the park with a dog off leash. I have also noticed may 
dogs using off-leash areas outside of the designated times. I have called 
the ranger many times about dogs and never seen them show up to the 
park in question. If the council will not police parks and off-leash areas 
then there is no point having a law at all because it is by and large being 
ignored. Note that there are many responsible dog owners as well, 
maybe 3 out of 4 dog owners seem to be responsible. 
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child 

Poop everywhere, dogs knocking little kids over. Horseshoe beach is 
almost universally known among locals as dog poo beach or dog shit 
beach 

child 
small dog ran, barking, at my pre-school aged children and frightened 
them, but did not hurt them. this was on a suburban street in Lambton 

child 

The owners of the dog was walking with children in a pram and a dog off 
the leash in Tighes Hill. The dog came running aggressively towards me 
without any provocation. The owner had to call it back but it was quite a 
frightening experience. I have experienced many incidences in different 
parts of the city where owners of dogs allow them to run free in public 
areas. I have recently moved to Newcastle and I would have to say the 
incidences of uncontrolled dogs is very high here. 

child 

There have been many occasions, on beaches where dogs have been off 
the leash and annoying other beach goers with children, who have been 
afraid of the dog.  Also along the foreshore people walking with their dogs 
off the leash and again children and other users being intimidated by the 
dog.   
 
At cafes with the dog allowed the stand and not on leash being fed by 
owners or annoying other patrons. 

child 

Two Small dogs raced out of their yard while we were walking our 
grandaughter and her dog (which was on a lead) and tried to bite my 
wife's leg.  They were very aggressive and this upset the animal that we 
were walking.  The owners were not in sight. 

child 

Waratah Oval and surrounding park. Aggressive dogs off-leash and a 
very small child are not a good, or safe, combination. 
 
I assume Council would be liable if a child was mauled or killed in this 
type of scenario? 

child 
We have had dogs knock over one of my children once and snap a little 
at another of my children. Both times we have been at the foreshore 

child 

When walking with a 4 yr old in King Edward park, a frisky dog came and 
jumped on the child. He was scared and tried to run away when the dog 
nipped him on the leg. I told the nearby owner to control the dog, and she 
said it was the child's fault for running away and that it was a gentle dog. I 
refrained from killing the dog on the spot although that would have been 
suitable. 

child 
Where my kids are intimidated by some dog in an area where they want 
to play without having to worry about dogs 

child 

whilst playing soccer in jesmond park with my 3 young kids and then 
these 2 dogs being walked (unleashed) by their owner, came charging at 
the ball, which at the time my 8 year old son was dribbling the ball. they 
proceeded the chase and attacked the ball, scaring the living hell out of 
my children. when i approached the owner he said " the park is for us all 
to use" and that he "would take my dogs where ever i go, no matter 
where it is". i have meet many owners with this opinion. 

child 

Whilst with my 3 yr old son at Islington Park at the childrens play area a 
large dog actually knocked my son over after running into him. This 
incident as you can imagine was quite traumatising for my son and 
myself. This is not the only occasion that we have encountered dogs off 
leashes in that park. 
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dog 

A doberman at Horseshoe Beach attacked my dog.  My dog had to be 
taken to the vet. 
 
I've had several experiences at Horseshoe Beach when some owners, 
more often men, do not control their animals well and problems have 
resulted. 

dog 
A dog attacked another. The owners then became abusive towards each 
other. 

dog 

A dog owner with a "whole" male dog behaving agressively to other dogs  
- the owner wanted "to see him get belted up" 
 
I think whole male dogs should not be allowed off leash 

dog A large dog mauled a medium sized dog. 

dog 
a larger dog tried to be aggressive with my medium sized dog but both 
owners quickly sorted out the problem and both then played happily apart 

dog 

A medium sized dog,unknown breed, unleashed, with human male 
companion, siezed upon my mini sausage dog in passing on the footpath. 
In the act of grabing my dog off the other dog, my dog in it's terror also bit 
me in it's panic induced state. The owner of the other dog laughed and 
walked off with his dog in tow. How do we control ferals such as these 
two, man and beast. 

dog 
a number of events involving other dogs attacking mine. 3 episodes all 
involved staffy like dogs, ne whose owner was nowhere to be found 

dog A poorly trained dog attacked another dog. 

dog 
About a year ago my Maltese Terrier was killed by 2 Staffe Crosses in 
New Lambton 

dog Aggressive behaviour including loud barking and attempts to bite. 
dog Aggressive dog owners not in control of their dogs 
dog Aggressive uncontrolled dogs 
dog Agressive dogs fighting with other dogs 

dog 

An aggressive german sheppard approached my dog ( who is a little 
scared of aggressive dogs).  I stood between them to distract the 
approaching dog and then had a verbal argument with the owner the 
aggressive dog. 
 
Others in the park noted they had had problems with him before.  I have 
not seen him since (at least 8 months) 

dog An off leash dog attacked my on leash dog 

dog 
An off leash dog charged and attacked my pomeranian that was on a 
leash in the park across from Nobby's Beach with the big anchor. 

dog 

An old male german shepherd who was not dsexed tried to dominate my 
male dog, it was quite intimidating as my dog was still a pup and this was 
my first dog and the owner didn't really do anything 

dog 

At horseshoe beach. Over feited dogs continually run amok on sand and 
in water shallows intimidating other dogs and their owners - absolute 
mayhem. 

dog At the beach and when they were not properly controlled 
dog Attack other dogs being scared. 

dog 
basically my dog off leash paired up with another dog to pick on a 3rd dog 
no harm was done as both dogs were called off 

dog different breeds of dogs fighting 
dog dog attack 
dog Dog attacked other dogs who were inside their yard. No serious harm. 
dog Dog attacked the dog I was walking on a leash 
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dog 
dog bit my leg at King Edward Park. Dog owners response, need leash 
free area 

dog Dog fight 
dog dog fights. 

dog 
dog roming Carendotta street, resident dog came out of it's yard and 
began to fight 

dog 

Dog rushing us when ours was a pup. Not sure if it was attacking or 
friendly- instinct took over and I kicked it (not enough to injure) and it 
desisted. Was friendly after all, owner understood. 

dog 
Dogs fighting near food preparation area at Stockton Lions Park in Pitt St 
Stockton. 

dog Dogs fighting on the beach at Horseshoe Bay 
dog Dogs fighting when not propeerly supervised 

dog 
Dogs fighting with each other, behaving in an aggressive manner towards 
people (particularly children) - the usual unacceptable behaviour. 

dog 
dogs that are not under control have come up to my dog and caused 
conflict 

dog dogs trying to be too friendly and my dog being overweld 

dog 

have once had my smallish dog attacked by another - although no 
serious damage done 
 
I recently winessed from a distance a fight between dogs in Nesca.  I 
don't know whether the dogs did each other any harm, but the 
subsequent abuse / shouting confrontation between the owners was 
pretty unsavoury for everyone within about 100m. 

dog 

Heated altercation between four people on Nobby's Breakwall. The dog 
owners (2) had come up from Horseshoe beach onto the Breakwall with 
dogs off leash and a couple complained to them and the dog owners 
verbally attacked the two. 

dog 

Heve been bitten on the leg/ankle on the footpath, required to go to seek 
medical help. council officer able to catch dog. other public members  
were also bitten on this day. owners were prosecuted-fined. 

dog 
Horseshoe beach a dog attacked my dog, owners should be mindful of 
the type of dog they have 

dog 

Horseshoe beach can be a nightmare. I no longer go there. It seems 
everyone with a dog goes there and many have no control over their 
dogs. It would be nice to have another beach area to spread the load. 
Burwood should be reopened. Susan Gilmore? The dogs love the sand 
and if there are bins around then ppl will use them for dog waste. 

dog 
Horseshoe Beach on Saturday and Sunday afternoons are often 
troublesome. We avoid it. 

dog 

I did have a dog which I walked on a leash.  I have been terrified when 
dogs without leashes have run to attack my dog and in one instance, 
literally knocked me off my feet.  At least, in a designated area, owners 
know what they are dealing with when they enter the area. 

dog 

I had a little 3 months old puppy sitting alonside of me. 
 
A larger dog came up sniffed wrapped the foot over the puppy so I picked 
it up. Then another dog came over and small hassle there. MOST owners 
control their dogs but you do get the unreliable one. 

dog 

I have seen a large aggressive dog terrorize other dogs.  
 
In off the leash areas many people don't pick up their dog poop, they just 
look away when their dog goes. There is dog poop everywhere 
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dog 

I have seen a number of dogs quite social and friendly to persons and 
other dogs, however in some cases I have also witnessed the dogs off 
the lead attack or intimidate other dogs 

dog 

I have stopped using Horshoe beach to exercise my small dogs as the 
area is too small and congested and large dogs cause concern. 
 
My dogs have been frightened and intimidated by large dogs. 

dog 

I was house-sitting and dog-sitting for a friend.  Took the (small) dog for a 
walk (on leash). A German shepherd (from an unsecured home) rushed 
at us--the dog I was walking panicked and somehow pulled out of his 
collar--he was nearly run-over by nearby cars; the shepherd gave chase 
but was then caught by his owners; bystanders helped me catch the dog I 
was minding.  Very scary! 

dog 

I was walking a small dog on a lead in Jesmond and was attacked 
(probably too strong a word but can't think of one more appropriate) by a 
Rottweiler running loose. No injuries were incurred but words were 
spoken. 

dog 

I was walking my dog (dog has since passed away) and a dog that was 
not on lead attacked my dog. The owner responded they were too scared 
to try and stop it attacking so I kicked it continually and placed myself 
between my dog who wanted to retaliate and it 
 
A dog unrestrained in the unfenced front yard of a house would 'stalk' my 
dog and i while walking.  Made several calls to council with no response.  
Told council i would let my dog off lead to fight if they did nothing, there 
was no response and i ceased to walk that route 

dog 

I was walking with my dog in Lambton park, (my dog was on the leed) 
when we were attacked by another free range dog. My dog lost his life 
because of it. 

dog 

I was walking with my young children and young puppy to the local 
playground in Lambton.  When we arrived there was a large dog 
rottweiler cross dog running around the playground equipment and then 
running towards us.  The owner just called out and said its ok he wont 
hurt you.  The dog then proceeded to try and get our puppy and started 
barking and I started to scream for the owner to get the dog away from 
my children and puppy and me.  It was quite scary.  Unfortunately 
yesterday on my way to another local Lambton park a cattle dog cross 
dog rushed at us with the owner trying to call it back - lucky I had my 
umbrella with me and put it up to protect my children and small dog.  Its 
quite frustrating! 

dog 

Islington off leash area is notorious for dog fights I live close to it - in 
Islington, but do not exercise my dog there as too often other dogs have 
shown aggression. 
Horse Shoes beach - I have seen many dogs attacked by other dogs at 
this beach.  
 I do not think dog attacks are about the dogs themselves - more it is 
about owners not being in control of their dog. 
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dog 

Just once, a man was walking with his 2 dogs (we also had 2 then) but he 
had them on lead but didn't want other dogs approaching and he carried 
a big stick that he looked like he was going to use. Fortunately our dogs 
came to us when called, otherwise I fear that he may  have hit our dogs 
for doing their doggy thing. 
 
Most dog owners using the leash free areas can control their dogs and 
their dogs are friendly. Only rarely we encounter poor owners (fearful or 
aggressive). 

dog Large dogs attacking our small dogs. 

dog 

Large dogs attacking smaller dogs.  
Large dogs approaching people and children not accumstomed to a dog 
that size. 

dog 

Larger dogs running in packs at Horseshoe and my dog ran away onto 
the road. Owners unconcerned.  
 
Other dogs allowed to be leash free regularly on bathers way and 
terrorise those on leads. 
At Nesca, pitbull type uncontrolled and everyone denied ownership. 

dog 

Many people do not have their dogs on a leash when they walk out the 
Stockton breakwater. These are usually the same people who leave dog 
mess behind. Dogs sometimes get in conflict with each other in the 
combined walkway of the breakwater and are a trip hazard also. 

dog minor fight quickly controlled 

dog 
more then anything iresponsibily pet owners who can not control there 
dog i think there should be some parks specifically for small dogs. 

dog 

My cocker spaniel is very well mannered - I have twice had much larger 
dogs have a go at him, but worst of all the owners did not seem 
concerned.   I was angry and frustrated and am now very very careful to 
make sure we are well away from dogs who seem threatening. 

dog 
My dog (on lead)is always harrassed by other dogs off leads. However 
this occurs in even areas where dogs should be on leash 

dog 

my dog and another chasing a stick - no problems. Then I held the stick 
and got distracted talking to a friend (owner of other dog). the other dog 
jumped up at me to get the stick which my dog did not like and saw it as a 
threat and attacked the other dog. Given the other dog was much larger 
no damage done, but was fairly serious fight. 
 
I have witnessed other scuffles also, but not for many years as I do not go 
to dog parks. 

dog 

My dog feels threatened and is often chased by large dogs in off-leash 
zones. We steer clear of them for that reason, even though I'd like to find 
one that is specifically for small dogs, so she could socialise. 

dog My dog was bitten 

dog 

MY DOG WAS ON LEASH BUT NOT IN THE OFF LEASH AREA WAS 
ON A FOOTPATH THE DOG RAN OUT OF THE OFF LEASH AREA 
GROWLING AND BARKING AND CIRCLING ME AND MY DOG I HAD 
TO PICK UP MY DOG AS I WAS CONCERNED FOR OUR SAFETY 
THE OWNER CALLED THE DOG AND HE RAN BACK. 
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dog 

My dog was savagely attacked by 3 dogs in the off leash area at braye 
park to within less then a centrimetre of his life. The whole experience 
has extremely traumatised him and me. I now only take him to leash free 
areas when there isnt people there or avoid them all together. Makes me 
very cautious of dogs off the leash and their owners. The problem i have 
with lease free areas is that they are filled with people who do not know 
how or care about controlling their animals. I would hate for the same 
thing or worse that happened to my boy, to happen to someone elses pet. 
Their are never bad pets just bad owners, i wish the rspca had more 
control over who was allowed to purchase dogs or any other animals. 

dog 

My dogs are small fluffly white numbers and we have been attacked by 
larger dogs of leash and with their owners nowhere in site.  These dogs 
are allowed to roam the streets and as a result I am too afraid to walk my 
dogs in the area 

dog 
My dogs while on a leash have been attacked by other dogs off the leash. 
At the same time I feel I am likely to be attacked. 

dog 

My husband was walking our dog two weeks ago and another dog bit our 
dog. The dog was very aggressive. My husband saw the dog again off-
lead and spoke sternly to the owners. My sister was also threatened by 
the same dog when it entered her property and bailed her up in her 
driveway. She thought she was going to get bitten and is now afraid to go 
walking in the area. 

dog My own dog was off lead and attacked a dog on lead, unexpectedly. 

dog 

My Poodle was attacked whilst being walked on a lead in Lawson Street 
Merewether. A Stafford came out of his property he was not on a leash 
he ran up to my dog and attacked him. My dog had no chance of 
escaping the attack. 
 
I took my dog to the vet after the attack he suffered badly after the attack 
and died in the following days. 

dog 
My pug was attached by a pit bull terrier at the dog beach. Have never 
been back too scared 

dog 

My small terrier, who was off the leash, was attacked by another bigger 
dog which was off the leash.  That bigger dog was joined by a companion 
dog, also off the leash, of about the same size as I rescued my terrier. 

dog 

My wife mainly walks our dog each day on its leash and she has had a 
number of incidents over the years with unleashed dogs getting 
aggressive with our dog. From snarling to actual fights. It makes her feel 
very defenceless and I fear puts her at risk should she try and break up a 
dog fight 

dog 

New dogs to the park are sometimes put in their place by the older dogs. 
It is not violent & I've never seen blood drawn. The owners act quickly to 
calm things down if needed. 

dog 

No longer use Horseshoe Beach due to seeing dog fights there.  Seems 
to be a lot of dogs in a small area and lots of large dogs.  have never 
experienced this problem at King Edward Park. 

dog Off lead dogs follow me and my dog. 
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dog 

on a few occasions owners of small/toy dogs let their dog of leads 
because they feel they are not a threat to anyone - essentially harmless.  
Then owners of larger breeds who are tend to take more caution as their 
dogs are potnetially more dangerous walk them on leads.  the toy dog 
approaches in a rude manner (rude in dog body language) and the larger 
dog is put is a difficult position. - my experience - small/toy dog owners do 
not take as much care or caution as they ought. 
 
Also: concentration of dogs is an issue - eg horseshoe beach - this areas 
gets too concentrated with range of different dogs and this can cause 
problems. 

dog 
On numerous occasions at Horseshoe Beach - large dogs not adequately 
controlled by their owners bothering our smaller dog. 

dog 
One bull-headed dog constantly harrassed others, eventually attacking a 
smaller dog. The owner made no attempt to intervene. 

dog 
One dog on one rare occassion became too excited and snapped at 
another dog. 

dog 
Only a stray dog. I have had no problems with dogs off leads with their 
owners. 

dog Other dogs attacking my dog at Horseshoe Beach. 

dog 
Other dogs attacking our dog and other dogs scaring infant children trying 
to play in park areas 

dog 

Our dog is an animal rescue dog and has issues with large dogs.  
Although it is a small dog it becomes aggressive with large dogs. We use 
the off leash areas to socialise the dog, which is making progress. The 
vast majority of large dogs are friendly and relaxed around us and our 
dog. 

dog 
pack type hunting dogs which have not been socialised have been a 
problem wishing to dominate in an aggressive manner. 

dog 

Pit dog attached our dog when he was a pup. The owner thought it was 
funny, dumb dog dumb owner. What you need is an area for social 
owners. 

dog Poorly controlled dogs at Horseshoe Beach 

dog 

Recently one morning I was running along the breakwall for exercise. I 
was chased by a dog of its lead and bitten on my calf mussel. I had to 
attend the doctors and get a needle and have the day of work. The owner 
said that it was unusual for the dog to do that. If the dog would have been 
on a lead it would not have happened. 

dog 

Some aggressive breeds can be troublesome.  We had 2 such dogs try to 
attack our small maltese terrier, the owner had to pull them back, the 
owner however was very apologetic. 

dog 
some dogs are not very socially and may take an aggressive stance with 
my dog 

dog 

Some dogs should not be off leash whether it is on off leash areas or 
otherwise.  
But I realise this is difficult to monitor.  
I think there should be more areas opened to off leash dogs, but maybe 
limited by time. For instance off leash before 8 oclock in the morning. 

dog some owners  bring dogs that arnt socialble with other dogs 

dog 

sometimes in off leash areas owners do not keep their dogs under control 
- my dog is quite small and timid. Also there appears to be a lot of dog 
poo lying around at Horse shoe Beach - not picked up. 

dog 
The dog rushed aggressively at another dog that was on a lead forcing 
the owner of that dog to pick it up for protection. 
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dog 

the other dog attacks my dog and the stupid owners do nothing to control 
their dog. this happens whilst walking to the vet for my dogs check ups, 
as my dog has been not well lately. 

dog 
The other dog owner had no control over their aggressive dog which was 
a large, strong breed. 

dog 

the owners of smaller more aggressive dogs think its ok for the dogs to 
behave this way because its small, dont like it when my large dog takes 
offence to this behaviour and defend his right to be left alone and gets 
aggressive with them. 

dog 

there are between six and seven dogs in my street (kings road (southern 
end), new lambton) that are regularly roaming around. most of them are 
friendly, but some are quite large and not so friendly. 

dog 

Two dogs fighting in union street wickham...causing a motor vehicle to 
swerve and i suspect the driver almost lost control. The owners of the two 
unleashed animals appeared amused by the proceedings. 

dog 

Two dogs were playing with each other and running/chasing.  They ran 
into myself and my son.  The owners were apologetic but didn't put them 
back on the leash. 

dog 

Two dogs who are usually kept on leads even in leash free areas were 
set free on one occasion. They both intimidate my dog (& me) by jumping 
on her back, fangs baring, hackles raised (scary). 

dog 
Two large dogs attacking a pomeranian dog which resulted in the small 
dog losing an ear, this occurred at Islington Park. 

dog 

Two pitbulls running freely on North Rawson Park in Stockton.  Very 
scary situation for both the owners of the other dogs and the dogs being 
terrorised.  These two pitbulls had no owner and were just running (as a 
pack - hunting) and harressing other dogs. 

dog 

Uncontrolled dogs just 'bowl up' and lunge at people, sometimes friendly 
but usually not, this is worse for children. 
 
Dog to other dog is worse with some owners seeming pleased that their 
dog intimidates other dogs or people! 

dog 
Unleashed big dogs descend on small leashed dogs - no longer use 
horseshoe where dogs have been killed & injured. 

dog 
Unleashed dog interacted with my dog (on a leash) as we were passing 
by and would not leave my dog alone. Took some time to separate them. 

dog 

Unleashed dog on footpath in residential area, attacked my dog who was 
being walked on leash. Extensive damage to dog and scratches and 
bruises person walking dog (our elderly neighbour). 

dog 
unsociable dogs and owners attacking other dogs and owners when off 
leash and uncontrolled. 

dog very aggressive to my dog which was on lead 

dog 
walking dog on leash & aggressive dog off leash tried to aggress my dog 
- I went home & now my husband walks dog 

dog 
Walking my Pomeranian (some time ago) and a real cattle dog attacked. I 
picked my dog up but the cattle dog bit me. 

dog 
Walking neighbors dog and the dog was attacked with no serious harm 
but left uneasy feeling. 

dog walking past dog on fernleigh track and was bitten 
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dog 

we have small dogs (jack russells 5kg and 3.5kg)- large dogs have the 
ability to inadvertantly 'knock them around' as they play - this has 
happened many times (horseshoe beach) and it becomes difficult to 
manage small dogs and large dogs in the same leash free area  - small 
dogs are either intimedated or stand up for themselves  - if the latter is 
the case the consequences can result in serious injury to the small dog 

dog 

When walking my dog at the off leash area at Upper Reserve, which is 
narrow, often covered in parked vehicles and poorly delineated from the 
heavily traficked Lake Road, I have experienced many aggressive dogs 
that are not controlled by their owners. The dogs often seek out my dog 
and are aggressive to the point where I am forced to intervene or leave 
the area. 
 
Council cannot designate an unused piece of land, such as Upper 
Reserve, as an off leash area with no thought to the embellishment of the 
reserve to be fit for purpose and then expect there to be no issues. 
Elermore Vale has poor recreational facilities, so I guess the dog exercise 
area is a reflection of the rest of the recreation facilities in the area. 

dog witnessed large dog bite small dog killed it collapsed lung 

other 
1. agressive dog in park. 
2. out of control dog(s) on cycleways - many times! 

other 

A dog began to chase me as I cycled past it, but the owner immediately 
got it under control and apologised. It did not upset me, as dogs react to 
sudden movement, and I should have called out instead of ringing my 
bell. 

other 
a number of time dogs that have been leashed and unleashed have 
charged me on my bike and as I walked 

other attacked while riding a bike 

other 

Bicycle riders do not often ring their bells or call out when we have 
walked our dog on lead along shared paths. Thus we rarely use these 
busy facilities. We now use the more open off-leash areas, parks & paths. 

other Chased me on my push bike 

other 
Dog off lead on pedestrian/bike path......no control by owner.......danger to 
all users of path 

other 

Dogs have chased me on my bike. I actually got blamed by a dog owner 
for this, when I requested they hold their dog as I was riding by, she said 
'he's only chasing you because you yelled out to me'. They were actually 
meant to be on the leash, but people just disregard the rules. I have also 
had dog owners abuse me after I requested they take their dog off Bar 
Beach, even though they aren't allowed there. My daughter is five and is 
afraid of dogs - many are larger than her - but dog owners invariably say 
'oh, my dog won't do anything'. Everytime I go to the either Bar Beach or 
Merewther I see dog owners with their dogs on the beach, off leash. I am 
infuriated that no rangers ever patrol these areas when most people are 
there - on weekends during the day. 

other 
I was chased by a dog off its lead while I was riding my bicycle and I was 
very scared 

other 

In King Edward Park dogs off leash come upo to me when I ma cycling 
and try to bite my feet. owners do not contain the dogs to off leash areas 
the dogs roam free all ove King Edward park. making a mess and trying 
to bite cyclists. 
Not all owners allow this but plenty do and they think it a great joke. 
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other 

Riding a cycleway - owners know what the dogs don't will do but i don't - 
so i get nervous and i ask them to control their dog.  sometimes this leads 
to a verbal altercation. 

other 
The dog ran across the cycle way in front of me and I hit it while riding 
along. Then got abused by the dog's owner - Linwood Estate. 

other Various areas barking at ankles whilst on push bike. 
other A dog off a leash caused the death of my cat in my own yard. 

other 

A pack of 3 dogs were running free in my suburb. One came into my yard 
and attacked my cat which was asleep on my verandah. The cat required 
overnight vet care and a drip, but fortunately recovered. I am out of 
pocket over $300 vet expenses for someone elses irresponsibility. The 
dog was declared a dangerous dog. 

other 

Dog droppings in my yard. 
Dogs running towards me and my children. 
Dogs chasing my cat into my rear yard. 

other 

In the area i live quite often people let their dogs run free. I have know of 
one dog that attacked and killed several cats.On one occassion the 
owner of a cat watched on in horrow helpless to stop the dog attacking 
and killing her cat.  
My other concern is that small children do not realise how quickly a dog 
can turn on them.  
I have been up to the dog beach at Horse Shoe Beach and enjoyed 
watching the dogs and their owners enjoy the freedom of that area. I think 
it and other such areas are a much needed assett to Newcastle. 

other 
My cat was killed by a dog left to roam the streets untethered. It was an 
extremely upsetting experience. It was also financially costly. 

other 

My free range hen was savaged by a dog being walked off its lead - the 
owner did not stop to help her - he just ran away with his dog.  Sweetee 
was left horribly wounded. 

other 
Tresspassing dogs entered private yard intimidating 15 year old house 
cat. 

other 

we had two dogs come into our yard and attack our rabbit. also these 
same dogs poo on our lawn.the owners let them out at night.we also had 
our gradchildren in the area of nobbies beach where dogs were 
approaching them unleashed, this makes you worry for their safety 
because you are not sure of whether dogs are friendly. 

Q17. Additional leash free areas or times: suggestions 
 
where…when… additional_areas 

all 

All park areas that are not in use should be leash free. 
 
Designating area as leash free or restricting times for leash free allow 
Compliance Officers the opportunity to bully people unnecessarily.  
Any animal that is behaving should be allowed to run free provided the 
owner is responsible, poop is collected and disposed of correctly and 
the dog is obedient and under control of the owner. 
 
People are afraid of dogs because they do not get to associate freely 
with well trained animals. 
 
People leave rubbish and cause more trouble than dogs. 

all All parks and fields. 



Off Leash Areas, Report Appendixes, August 2011 Page 64 of 64 

all 

All parks should be leash free areas. Owners have to take 
responsibility though and non dog owners who are scared or complain 
need educating. 

all All parks. As long as they are supervised with a Time Allocation. 

all 
Any suburban council kept park as long as the dogs are controlled by 
their owners 

all 

Anywhere that isn't used for playing organised sport and doesn't 
contain significant amounts of native fauna, or is dominated by a 
childrens playground.  There are dog owners everywhere who need 
areas to walk and play with dogs. 

all 
Do not mind dogs off leash in any area.....as long as their owners are 
with them for control and they clean up afterwards 

all 

Everywhere.  Don't think I'm joking. 
 
The only thing that would elicit a stronger response would be if you 
were game enough to do one of these on parking officers.  Like the 
scum who booked everyone during the Newcastle Show, when there 
was nowhere to park.  I wasn't booked, but I went out of my way to tell 
them what I thought of them. The injustice of it was momumental. 
 
Funnily enough, apart from my two vents, Newcastle is a great place to 
live and I love it here, and I don't have high blood pressure either (ie, 
these vents are atypical).  But how can you guys ignore the fact that 
most people disagree with you over your parking policy? 
 

all 

I have no objection to leash free dogs anywhere as long as they are 
under the full control of the owner and the owners are fully responsible 
for doggy do 

all 
I would like to see all reserved available for off leash when no 
organised activities are in progress. 

all 

If a dog is well-behaved and doesn't upset any other person or animal, 
they should be allowed off the leash in any place. The owner should 
have to carry a leash in case their dog misbehaves as well as having 
to carry bags to pick up their dog's droppings but to require well-
behaved and obedient dogs to be on a leash at all times is an over-
reaction. 

all If owners are responsible, all open space 

all 
If the dog is well trained, obedient, and under supervision by 
responsible person, any quiet open area should be okay. 

beach 

* extend the time Dixon Park is leash free till 10:30am. this would not 
conflict with the other park users who use the southern portion of the 
park and do not congregate in large numbers until closer to lunch and 
dinner time. 
 
* Burwood Beach. All day. very few people bathe or lay on the beach. 
generally used by walkers, weirdos and surfers. people with dogs 
would improve the safety and surveillence with little if any 
inconvenience to other people. the natural water bodies and length of 
uninterrupted beach is excellent exercise. 

beach 

A fenced area in Blackbutt Reserve of less frequented areas would be 
good. Som of the outer areas of Blackbutt Reserve are attracting 
undesireable types. Otherwise a boundary area near John Hunter 
Hospital or The University would be good. Select quiet areas where 
additional public activity would lead to uncovered overall public safety. 
Another area could be North Stockton Beach. 

beach 

Add additional aftrnoon hours for Dixon Park off leash area. Suggest 4-
7pm 
Make Burwood Beach an official off leash area with no time 
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restrictions. 

beach All beaches before 9am and after 5pm. Especially Susie Gilmore 

beach 

Along the beach south from Merewether Baths. It is already used (in 
the main) by dog owners responsibly as a leash free area and is never 
crowded with people 

beach 

another area where dogs can swim would be great - it would relieve 
the congestion on horseshoe beach. Somewhere like Carrington 
beach. 

beach 

Another beach area as well as Horseshoe Beach would be excellent 
as swimming is such good exercise for dogs.  Horseshoe can get very 
busy. 
Even on portions of some main beaches with time constraints such as 
before 0830 or after 1830 (in summer). 

beach Any beach after 9pm 

beach 
Around the open area From the main road, down to the water near the 
rail bridge over the Hunter River at Mayfield West 

beach around the stockton foreshore 
beach Bar Beach 

beach 
Beach areas are great, dogs love to swim. I don't think there should be 
time restrictions. 

beach Beaches 

beach 

Berwood Beach; as with all dog owners, unfortunately the few who do 
not collect faeces, have spoilt what was once a great place to take 
your dog. These people are still around, and whether they go to off 
leash areas or not, they still do not collect dog faeces, so why not re-
open Burwood Beach for the majority of responsible dog owners. 

beach Burwood beach 
beach Burwood Beach 
beach Burwood Beach 
beach Burwood Beach 
beach Burwood beach - access from Merewether baths end 

beach 

Burwood Beach - all hours 
South Newcastle Beach - all hours 
Dixon Park, Merewether, Bar Beach - outside of patrol hours 

beach 

Burwood Beach - hardly used by swimmers or beachgoers as it is not 
patrolled. Perhaps an agreement could be reached with the Water 
Board to have an area provided for a small (maybe a dozen or 20 cars) 
car park and access path. Whether the Water Board would donate 
space or just allow access or even provide the park and path would be 
up to your negotiators 

beach 
Burwood Beach & surrounding areas. Yes, it is national park or 
something - but it is not heavily used by other people. 

beach 
Burwood beach / Southern end of Merewether Beach. Susan Gilmore 
Beach. 

beach Burwood beach 24hrs 
beach Burwood beach and rocks south of merewether baths 
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beach 

Burwood beach and the area of beach between Dixon Park and 
Merewether beaches. Exclusion times school holidays and weekends 
during Spring, Summer and Autumn. Though possibility to allow off 
leash times after 1930hrs during these months. During winter dogs 
could be allowed on these beaches: as a frequent user of these areas 
12 months of the year there are many times when I'm the only person 
there wishing that my dogs could be enjoying the walk as well.  
Athough I am a dog owner/ dog lover I hate to step in dog faeces and I 
don't like to be confronted by an aggressive an/or uncontrolled dog/s. 
There would need to be strict guidelines for usage so that it is a 
pleasant experience for the dogs, owners and other users of the areas. 

beach Burwood Beach any time 

beach 

Burwood beach beyond drain from merewether, it is an unsafe beach 
for families and although is classified as National Park would be a 
great area for dogs. 
At the Cowrie Hole for the same reasons above. 

beach 

Burwood Beach would be ideal access from the end of Merewether 
Baths.  Newcastle South would also be a good area there never 
anyone except a few surf board riders ever use this area. 

beach 
burwood beach 
murdering gully 

beach 
burwood beach 
the foreshore, opposite the pilot station 

beach Burwood Beach, below the sewage plant. 

beach 
Burwood beach, gibbs bros park, beach areas in early morning and 
late afternoon 

beach Burwood beach. 

beach 

Cannot be specific as I have mixed feelings.  There are different sorts 
of dogs some are wonderful and gentle but then there are others that 
are untrustworthy and owners have no control.  I often walk past 
horseshoe beach - nearly every week and in the time that I am there 
half the time there is an incident of a dog fight or altercation. 

beach Carrington foreshore 

beach 

DEFINTELY NOT Spit Beach, northern end of Nobbys Beach, beyond 
Wedge Reef. They already have adjacent Horseshoe Beach and 
nearby King Edward Park. 

beach 
Dogs like playing in sand and water so if further ares are approved 
should be in harbour or ocean. 

beach 

There should be no leash free areas around childrens' area or the 
beach where families gather.  I have 2 daughters who are absolutely 
pertrified of dogs. 

beach 
Gibbs Brothers oval,Rowan Crescent, Merewether before 9am 
Dixon Park designated area all day 

beach 

glenrock lagoon beach area, same times as the other off leash areas. 
 
South Newcastle beach 

beach Honeysuckle sandy beach, wickham, west side of carrington bridge 
beach Horse Shoe Beach 
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beach 

Horseshoe beach is too busy and not enjoyable to take the dog.  We 
often drive to Redhead Beach, where we are free to roam for 1km+ 
which is a much more relaxing experience.  I think north Nobbies 
beach would suffer from the same issues as Horeshoe.  It would be 
great to get access to a larger (and arguably less utilised) section of 
beach such as Burwood (with access from south Merewhether). Most 
dog owners do the right thing and parks such as Nesca - with unlimited 
time access, plus a diverse environment (short and long grass) is 
perfect for the dogs and a great place for owners to meet people.  If 
you go Nesca Park on any evening - you will find 12+ dogs and their 
owners and we all know each other on a first name basis.  Off-leash 
areas such as Nesca need access to water (with a concrete bowl) 
rather than owners having to bring bowls of water with them (especially 
on hot days).  The other great thing about Nesca - is that you don't 
need to worry about main roads and cars, which is an issue in other 
parks. 

beach 

I am not familiar with all the areas mentioned, I have only been a 
resident in Newcastle forfive years.    
 
I love watching the dogs running around in the beach area below the 
path to Nobby's Head.  They all look so happy and friendly.   It seems 
to be a self contained area. no fencing required. 

beach 
I do not know other areas.  But maybe somewhere on Stockton as lots 
of dogs and their owners come over to the beach. 

beach 

I have no problem with providing more off leash areas, as long as they 
are fenced in. Perhaps this will incourage dog owners to be resposible 
with their pets, though I doubt it. Beaches should be out of bounds - 
Horse-shoe beach is fine, but the beaches cannot be fenced in and 
people don't control their animals. As beaches are family areas, and 
our coasts are protected ecosystems, dogs should not be allowed at 
them. 

beach 

I like to see dogs run free on all beaches but not if they are aggressive. 
The one big objection is when owners don't pick up faeces which is in 
every street I walk. 

beach 

I think that the beach south of merewhether beach should be open to 
leashfree area before 9 oclock in the mornings.  
I also think that more of King Edwards could be leash free before 8 
oclock in the morning.  
I am against having leashfree areas too close to playgrounds, even 
though I have dog myself, I am not sure I think the combination is 
good. Such as Dixon Park. 
again I think more areas and especially beach stretches should be 
opened to leashfree dogs. Horseshoe beach is generally quite 
crowded and sometimes unsafe for dogs. 

beach 

I think there is a capacity for many small and local lease free areas, 
this would reduce the impact of the big ones such as Islington and 
Horseshoe Beach. 
Mayfield West: boomerang park area 
Expand King Edward Park to include the tiers 
more beach/swimming areas: eg north Nobbys beach 
Also, need areas with sensory exploration for the dogs.  This is why 
King Edward park is so good as it has the hill with long and short 
grasses, trees and this to sniff around in. 

beach 
I won't identify specific areas, but they need to be a little remote, well 
defined, and with notices they are leash free areas 

beach In particular beach areas should not be included as these are for 
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everyone to enjoy. 

beach 

Leash free areas could include full, free off lead at tall time for stockton 
beach (with a removal 4WD access (cars and dogs don't mix just like 
kids and cars don't mix). 
 
bar beach as there are so many people that walk their dogs there.  
This could be 4 pm to 9am time for dogs. 
 
Mereweather beach as there is again, so many people walking their 
dogs - 4 pm to 9am access.  Dixon park off leash area NEEDS to be 
fenced in!!  Actually, all off leash areas for dogs should be fenced in!! 

beach 

More beach = Northern areas of Nobby's and Burwood Beach, 
untimed access. 
 
Horseshoe Beach is too small and too crowded.  Something like 
Redhead Beach is ideal, but would be nice to have this option in the 
Newcastle LGA. 

beach 

More beach areas in Newcastle. My dog loves the beach but 
horseshoe beach is so small and crowded in summer, and Redhead 
beach (in Lake Macquarie) is great but it's a bit far away. 

beach 
More beach locations, extended hours at Dixon Park  - Burwood 
Beach ? 

beach More beaches is a great idea - my dog loves the beach 

beach 

most people seem to use Burwood Beach as an off leash dog 
excerxise area, my only problem is with pooh ... most people seem to 
travel with bags for dog pooh but some don't, it would be good to see 
those inconsiderate types fined. 

beach 

Newcastle City Council currently does not have beach facilities for 
dogs othr than Horse Shoe which I understood to be under Port 
Control.  It would be excellent to see areas such as Burwood open to 
dogs as this is not as well frequented by the less energetic human and 
is an ideal spot for dogs to run and frolick without causing undue 
concern to people. 

beach No beach areas. 

beach 
Nobby's to Wedge Reef off leash 8pm to 8am every day. Plus 
education 

beach North Stockton - North of football oval 

beach 

NOT any areas that have high and frequent people use - e.g end of 
Nobby's Beach: that would greatly restrict people walking along the 
beach and onto/off the Breakwater; also it is a quite space to sit away 
from crowds, especially in summer. 
 
There is already a whole beach specifically for dogs nearby - so 
definitely not another one in this area. 
 
Not every owner removes dog poop from the beach area - just have a 
walk on Horseshoe Beach and surrounding grasslands - so it would be 
devastating to have the pristine end of Nobby's Beach with dog poop & 
dogs. 
 
Surely Horseshoe Beach is sufficient. 

beach not beaches 
beach Not on any beaches 

beach 

On the beaches so that the dogs can have a swim & run on the sand. 
 
Down the bottom of Maryland Drive in the Park when they are not 
playing sports. 
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beach 

One of the public beaches eg. Susan Gilmore after or before a certain 
time eg. before 8am or after 6pm (in summer). It would be great to go 
to a swimming beach with the whole family outside of Redhead. 
Fernleigh Track 

beach Other Newcastle beaches ealry and late in the day. 

beach 

Please do not make Norther Nobbys Beach a Leash Free Area. 
beaches are the worst choice due to faeces in the sand and other 
users in the area. There is already a leash free zone neaby at 
Horseshoe Beach. Beaches are a limited resource. There are plenty of 
suitable parks. 

beach South Newcastle Beach and Susan Gilmour Beach 

beach 

south of mereweather beach & newcastle south beach say from 7pm 
to 8am. 
Many other councils allow dogs on beaches during restricted hours 
which chnage with daylight saving, this could be easily brought into the 
NLG area. 
The majority of dog owners I have found to be responsible and should 
not be penalised for the actions of a few 

beach South of Merewether baths / Glenrock lagoon. 
beach Stockton Beach abot 500 metres up 

beach 

Stockton beach north of the rock retaining wall. 
 
Stockton beach prior to 8AM winter and 7AM summer 

beach stokton beach, south newcastle beach, cowrie hole,burwood beach 

beach 

Strongly agree with spit Beach. 
we most often use Redhead as it enable us to swim also. 
Horseshoe is often dirty, and sadly many of the users at Horseshoe 
are irresponsible and leave mess. 

beach susan gilmore beach & blackbutt reserve 
beach Susan Gilmore beach, Memorial Park - 6am - 9am and 4pm - 8pm 
beach Susan Gilmour and South Merewether beaches during daylight hours. 
beach Swansea, Blacksmith, Pelican. 
beach the area around the harbour 

beach 

The beach area is excellent exercise for dogs - they all seem to enjoy 
it as do most of their owners:   as far as times are concerned why 
should there be a limit ? 

beach 
The beach area south of Merewether Baths should be available for off-
leash dogs. 

beach the beach at murdering gulley merewether 
beach The beach near Carrington bridge 

beach 

The beach south of Merewether baths and around to Burwood Beach 
is a great place to walk dogs. If it could be leash free, even in the 
mornings and evenings, that would be great. 

beach 

The Central Coast has suveral areas of beach which dogs can be 
exercised on. What about a few more , even our of the way beaches, 
just more of them. 

beach 
the national park near the Merewether sewer farm.  The place has 
been ripped up by off road bike riders so why can't dogs go there. 

beach 
The rocks and beach area between Merewether Beach and Dudley 
Beach. 

beach 
The Stockton leash free area near the swimming pool is good. It 
certainly does not need fencing. 

beach 

The Susan Gilmore beach area should be considered as a leash free 
area - it is not often used by swimmers, is well contained by cliffs to the 
west and north and there is a lot of parking available in the Bar beach 
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car park above. 

beach 

The Susan Gilmore Beach is a fantastic area for dogs who love to 
swim. There are very few people who use this beach during the day 
(8am-4pm), due to the location. Keeping your dog on a tight lead 
around the concrete path past Bar Beach, it is then a short walk on a 
bit of the sand, until you get around the big rocks. 

beach Well away from other public use areas 
beach Various places along the river area of Stockton 
dk As I am not a dog owner I cannot answer this question. 
dk As I am not a dog owner, this is not applicable. 

dk 
As I don't own a dog I really don't think I qualify to answer this 
question. 

dk 
As I live at Adamstown and we have an area already I find it hard to 
comment on other areas. 

dk 

As I've never had a dog although I am looking at getting one, I'm not 
aware of where you can have a dog off it's leash expect for the park 
close to my home in Wallsend. 

dk Can't really say - never thought about it 
dk Do not know. 
dk Don't know, but the more the merrier. 
dk Don't know. 
dk Don't know. 
dk Don't really know. 
dk happy with current newcastle east areas 
dk Have no information on this matter. 
dk Have no knowledge of other suburbs facilities. 
dk I am indifferent to this issue. 

dk 

I am not happy to see dogs roaming, but have no worries with them on 
a leash,although as I was walking in Lawson Street, several month 
ago, one ran up and had a snip of my leg and he was only a small one 
walking with the owner. I really dont know what location and times 
would be suitable for the owners of Dogs and the Public 

dk I can't comment here sorry as it does not apply to us 

dk 

I do not know of any place I would like to see dedicated to dog use. 
But I do feel that people should have such places within walking 
distance of their homes. 

dk I don' know the areas that are already leash free, so no comment. 
dk I don't have any ideas on this. 

dk 

I don't own a dog so am not as aware as others of furtherpossible  
sites for leash free zones. If I did have a dog the parks/spaces in my 
immediate area would be adequate. 

dk 

I had a Beagle dog for 16 years, that was 10 years ago, so I have lost 
contact with leash free areas.  I was a member of the Council that 
introduced the first leash free area at Horseshoe Beach.What a delight 
for the dogs and their owners! 
 
I would be in agreement to join with others to make more areas, 
however I am now retired and live in the City and I am not familiar with 
many other areas that could be leash free. 

dk 
I have no comment as I do not own a dog and had no trouble in the 
past with other people's dogs. 

dk I have no opinion as I am unfamiliar with the areas. 
dk I have no preference. 
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dk 
I have no suggestions. However all so called "exercise" areas should 
be securely fenced. 

dk 

I haven't any  as i walk to my area, every day, and very happy with the 
other people, that are there at the same time as me, my dog is very 
small but she gets on with all dogs, and if the other owners, see her 
they will put there dog on the lead as i do if i don't know the dog until 
we pass,Never had any problems.  if i walk with her in another area i 
keep hher on the lead for her saftey as she doesn't know the area. 

dk 
I support leash free areas but don't have sufficient knowledge to 
nominate areas 

dk 

I think if you own a dog you should be prepared to walk and exercise it 
while on a lead. Only stupid people own dogs that are too big to be 
exercised in their own yards. Maybe there should be some control over 
yard size available and the size of the dog. 

dk 

I would look at a map of Newcastle City and review the locations of 
existing and proposed off leash areas/parks and determine the 
distance between them to see if there area ny obvious areas that are 
lacking facilities based on dog populations and convenience. dog 
populations could be determined by registrations per suburb (or other 
means) available to Council. 

dk I would prefer to leave this to experts 
dk If you do not know by now then I will not waste my breathe 
dk if you do the previous answers areas, that will be great 
dk I'm not in a position to judge not being a dog owner. 
dk Indifferent 

dk 

Leash free areas suit large and/or sociable dogs and sociable owners.  
Small dogs can be intimidated by large dogs rushing up to them even if 
they are friendly. 

dk No applicable to me. 
dk no idea 
dk No idea. 
dk No ideas 
dk Not a dog owner. 
dk Not enough knowledge so no ideas. 
dk Not gfamiliar wih the areas to really know . 
dk Not having a dog, I can't think of anywhere else. 
dk not inclined to have any area leash freee 

dk 
Not keen on any more space as a non dog owner it completely turns 
me off the area being used. Smelly and unpleasant. 

dk 
Not owning a dog & knowing where leash free areas are, I can't really 
answer this question. 

dk not paticulary concerned 
dk not really sure 
dk not sure 
dk Not sure as I don't have a dog 

dk 
Not sure as i don't own a dog and am not familiar with a lot of local 
park areas 

dk 
not sure but there must be additional places such as unused reserves 
etc 

dk Not sure I don't have a dog at the moment so it is irrelevant 

dk 
Not sure of the areas, but no matter where it is some owners need to 
be more responsible. 
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dk 

Not sure to name an exact location but somewhere where people dont 
go so much as dog poo is still an issue and is not enjoyable if you go 
to a nice location and have to share it with that problem.   
 
Somewhere where it is not going to take away a nice location from the 
everyday people. 

dk Not sure. 
dk sorry  dont know the area well enough 

dk 
This doesn't concern as I have lost my dog to my son who lives in 
Grafton.  I love dogs and like to see them happy 

dk 
This is a responsibility of Council Officers. They ought to make and be 
responsible for their decisions. That is why trhey are Council Officers 

fence any leash free area should be fenced 

fence 

Exercise is an important aspect to leash free areas but so is 
socialising. Dogs that are able to interact with other dogs each day are 
less likely to be problematic during the day at home. There are many 
people who do not take their dogs to off leash areas as they are not 
confident that the dog won't run onto a street. 
 
Hornsby Shire Council has a small, fenced off-leash area that is 
excellent for allowing dogs to socialise. It is located adjacent to the 
Berowra shopping centre (Crossroads Reserve, corner Turner and 
Berowra Waters Rds, Berowra Heights) and is a very social place for 
dog owners as well, with a small amount of covered seating. There 
ischildren's play located about 10 meters away from the fenced area, 
which increases the usability.  
 
It would be great if Council was able to replicate this small, off-leash 
park in several parts of Newcastle, to allow more opportunity for dogs 
to socialise. 

fence 
I have no suggestions. However all so called "exercise" areas should 
be securely fenced. 

fence i like the idea of fencing in off leash areas 

fence 

I would love to see some of the existing leash free areas where 
seperate fenced areas are provided for smaller and larger dogs - 
Particularly at Islington Park and Horseshoe Beach. 
 
Leash-free areas where dogs can access water is fantastic.  Some 
options where larger and smaller dogs are segregated is desirable. 

fence 

Islington Park off leash area should be completely fenced with two 
gates as I don't like to let my dog off when there is a possibility that she 
may stray to the busy Maitland road. Also, a fenced puppy area would 
have been nice when my girl was young. 

fence 

It would be good if some fenced ovals were available in hours not 
being used for sporting purposes.  If these did become available 
facilities for  disposal of dropping should be obvious and of a sensible 
number per venue. 

fence 

Leash free areas need to be fenced - I own a Beagle, and as such, 
cannot take my dog to leash free areas as Beagles are scent oriented, 
and will not return if they get a scent no matter how well trained 

fence Nil, unless they are fully fenced as they are overseas. 
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fence 

No area that is a 'walkthrough' for pedestrians 
No area/time that the facility is used for sporting activities 
Areas should be fenced in   
one of my daughters uses a power wheelchair and normally 'good 
dogs' can become aggravated by the noise/movement of the chair 

fence 

Please, we need fenced in areas as most leash free areas are near 
high traffic areas. Perhaps times like 6-8am and 8-10pm in open ares 
would be suitable. It is so important to socialise dogs early in life and 
some dogs can run into problems in open areas. 

fence 

Sorry, as I don't have a dog now I'm not sure where people enjoy 
taking their dogs.  Maryland Drive Reserve I often see people letting 
their dogs have a good run but then I'm not sure whether this could be 
fenced adequately - it is a bit big. 

fence 

The more the better really but they should be fenced off areas and in 
parks that have sufficient space to be shared by other users. Child 
areas also need to be fenced off like in most European cities, and child 
proof gates put at the entrances. Dogs should not be allowed at all in 
child play areas, not should adults and elder adolescents without 
children. 
Our local park, Gregson Park, is used by a lot of dog users, many who 
take their dog off leash despite it not being a leash free area. It might 
be possible to create a smaller leash-free area in the South West or 
North West corner which is not used by many non-dog users, but it 
should be fenced off. I know of occasions where dogs have chased 
children on scooters and bitten them on the leg; a fenced off area 
would have prevented that provided the council police the rest of the 
park. Without enforcement and fines being issues the culture of 
disrespectful dog owners will not change.  
 
Unfortunately I think it is difficult to put time restrictions on leash free 
areas because many dog owners seem to want to use the park at the 
same time many families with children want to use the park, and many 
come to the park with children and dog, however I think time 
restrictions have their place in some areas like beach areas which are 
not used by swimmers during the early morning hours but does 
provide dog owners with the ability to take their dog to the beach at 
some time. 

fence 

Unused council land in each area, there should be a fenced unleashed 
area in each suburbs where people can take their dogs and exercise 
them off the lead. 

fence 
We need an enclosed (fenced) small dog park. It could be one that is 
already existing but is reserved for small dogs during specific times. 

none at all 
All should be registered. 
There should be no need for special areas. 

none at all dogs outside of their own property should beon a leash 
none at all dog's should be on there leash 
none at all I am not in favour of any leash free areas. 

none at all 
I do not approve anytime a dog should be leash free outside their own 
yard. 

none at all 

I do not think it necessary to have your dog of the leash at an time 
whilst you are amongst people and other dogs. You can buy the 
extending leashes which the dog has plenty of scope for exercise but 
you can still remain in control of your dog if a problem arises. Dogs are 
animals and you must remain aware of that fact. If the owner does not 
shows proper judgment, others generally suffer the consequences 
through no fault of their own. We should all be able to walk safely 
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without the fear of an events putting anyone at risk whether it be a 
person or their dogs. 

none at all 

There should be no leash-free areas at all. There should be a dog-free 
Newcastle so that people are safe and don't have to cower in fear at 
home. 

none further 

17 areas seems more than enough.  If people care about using leash 
free areas they will travel to them, if they are people who do not care 
then having additional areas will not make a difference. 

none further At the moment there are sufficient areas for me and my dog 

none further 
From our address (Maryville) there are sufficient leash free areas for 
our requirements. 

none further happy with what i have in stockton 

none further 
I am happy with the available locations and don't know Newcastle well 
enough to comment on other areas. 

none further I believe that the existing areas are adequate 
none further I believe that there is an adequate amount of leash free space. 

none further 

I don't believe additional leash free areas are necessary.  I avoid leash 
free areas due to a concern for my personal safety. Additional leash 
free areas would reduce the number of spaces in our city that myself 
and other likeminded citizens would be able to enjoy.  Dogs and their 
owners can enjoy these areas, along with everybody else, with leashes 
on. 

none further I don't think we need more leash free areas in Newcastle 
none further I feel that there are sufficient leash free areas in NCC area 

none further 
I feel there are already enough leash free areas within the Newcastle 
LGA and have no suggestions as to additional facilities. 

none further I feel there are already sufficient areas. 

none further 

I just want dogs to be controlled and droppings to be collected in areas 
that are not leash free-I will avoid leash free areas.  Control of the 
above is appalling in Stockton. 

none further 

I see no need for more off-leash areas. I propose to take my dog on 
bushwalks away from urban/ populated areas for safer off-leash 
exercise, plus local on-leash walks. 

none further 

I think 17 areas is ample.  Even in off leash areas owners are rarely in 
control of their dogs and dogs off leash can and do cause great 
distress, annoyance and fear in others - even if the dogs aren't 
aggressive - they're intrusive and unpredictable. 

none further 
I think 17 sites should be enough, with 17 sites surely you are only a 
few kms from a site. 

none further I think there are adequate leash free areas 

none further 

I think there are enough already - we definetely don't need any more 
beaches handed over to dogs. They shit all over Horseshoe Beach so 
why ruin another beach just for dogs. 

none further I think there are enough area already as leash free 
none further I think there are enough. 

none further 
I think there are possibly enough,but personally I only walk my dog on 
a lead 

none further 
I think there is sufficient number of leash free areas. 17 areas covers a 
lot of suburbs. 

none further 

I think there is the right amount of leash free areas in Newcastle. But 
perhaps equip the current areas with adequate bins and maybe even 
plastic bags? 

none further I think there probably are enough areas already. 
none further I think we have enough 
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none further 

if people can afford to own, vet and care for a dog they can afford to 
travel to the existing leash free areas. more leash free areas are 
unnecessary. 

none further If there are 17 leash free areas already, then that should be sufficient. 

none further 
If there are leash free areas in most wards of Newcastle, I don't see 
the need for more. 

none further Nil - I think 17 areas should be sufficient. 
none further NIL new areas in my locality of Newcastle East 
none further Nil within city area 
none further No additional areas 
none further No additional areas please 
none further No additional leash-free areas please. 
none further No additional suggestions 

none further 
No areas to be designated in Beresfield region.There is enough area 
now for responsible dog owners. 

none further no extra areas 
none further No further areas plenty in Newcastl already 
none further no more 
none further No more areas 
none further No more areas that I know of 
none further No more leash free areas. 
none further No more needed. My rates shouldn't support the dogs of others. 
none further no more there are enough dogs running about un checked 
none further NONE 
none further none 
none further none 
none further none 
none further None 
none further none 
none further None 
none further NONE 
none further none 
none further none 
none further None 

none further 

None - dogs are not safe off leash anywhere whilst we have the 
mentality of dog owners in Newcastle. Note this is not the same 
everywhere - in Europe for example people train their dogs and select 
less aggressive breeds 

none further 
None - ESPECIALLY Novocastrian Park in New Lambton - this is a 
park frequented by children and families on a regular basis. 

none further None at this point in time. 
none further None come to mind at the moment 
none further NOne I can think of 
none further None in our area 2300 
none further None should be considered. 

none further 
None there are too many as it is and many owners do not act 
responsibly in these areas. 
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none further 

none. dogs already have some great areas that are used by the many 
responsible dog owners eg horseshoe beach and bray park. 
Irrispnsible dog owners will still let there dogs go free at  leashed areas 
such as playing fields and lambton park often not cleaning up their 
mess and letting their dogs out at dusk and after dark. all dog owners 
will say ther dog does not bite but there are many examples where this 
is not true. it is more about ensuring dog owners use the many areas 
now available. just because you have big dogs(often people with 
money) does not make you right. 

none further None. Ones own backyard. 
none further None. There are enough areas already. 
none further None...use what's here now 

none further 

Please consider that we do live in a democracy and that dog owners 
are a minority group. I've owned a number of dogs and never found it 
necessary to seek leash free areas. Don't make minority groups feel 
they have a RIGHT to special treatment. They choose to be part of a 
minority group and should learn to live with it. It isn't difficult. 

none further Seem to be adequately covered with present provisions. 
none further There  are 2 in Stockton which is enough 

none further 

there are already too many and they are not patrolled, nor are the 
unleashed parks. I have photos of unleashed american pitbulls at 
empire park last sunday and have met two others-one at King Edward 
(Marley) and one unleashed  undesexed male at Myamblah soccer 
field. The owners jokingly call them red nosed staffies 

none further 

There are enough now I think. 
Also it depends on how well the animal has been trained and how 
'good' the owner is picking up after the dog. 
I have observed dogs 'on leash' doing their business on the walk from 
Nobby's to Newcastle Baths and the owners just walk on with the 'pile' 
left in the middle of the walkway ... so it really depends on how well the 
owners are 'trained' OR impose fines but that is very hard to catch 
someone in the act. 

none further There are enough now. 
none further There are more than adequate off leash areas. 
none further There are more than enough leash free areas now. 

none further 

There is not enough enforcement of dogs off leash in on leash areas. I 
often run into dogs off leash and my dogs have been attacked on at 
least 8 occasions. If you go to an off leash area you expect this but 
more needs to be done about enforcing leashes in on leash areas 

none further 
There should not be any more parks taken over for leash free areas, 
there is enough. 

none further they are adequate at present thank you 
none further We have enough 

none further 

Don't know, I would only support off leash if owners were licensed, had 
to learn that their dogs must be controlled and if we had a system of if 
there is poop left on the beach, the owner has their nose rubbed in it.I 
don't blame the dogs I blame the self centred retards who own them. 

none further 
with 17 areas already available Council should NOT be adding more 
unless it is serious about patrolling and prosecuting 

none further 
With the additional sites asked about excluding beach site I consider 
there are sufficient sites available. 

none further 

you can increase leash free areas only if you more strongly enforce 
leashs in other areas. 
 
it seems this could result on over all more unleashed dogs which i 
would never support 
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park 

A fenced area in Blackbutt Reserve of less frequented areas would be 
good. Som of the outer areas of Blackbutt Reserve are attracting 
undesireable types. Otherwise a boundary area near John Hunter 
Hospital or The University would be good. Select quiet areas where 
additional public activity would lead to uncovered overall public safety. 
Another area could be North Stockton Beach. 

park A section of Dangar Park 

park 
A section of Lambton Park.  I used to take my dog there in winter and 
there was hardly ever anyone in the park. We never bothered anyone. 

park Adamstown Park at the  end and beginning of the day 

park 
All of Islington Park, wspecially the southern (Hamilton)side of the 
creek. 

park 

Allow people to let their dogs off leash in the Islington soccer 
oval/cricket pitch (southside) before 8am, because it's fenced it's a 
good place for dog owners trying to improve obedience. 

park 

Although a dog owner in the past I currently do not own a dog but am 
considering purchasing in next few years. I am well informed about 
current situation...however...pet ownership has very positive benefits 
for many community members & therefore I think it is important that 
"off leash areas" should be available in all suburbs. 

park 
Although I personally don't own a dog, there are a lot of dog owners in 
my area of Charlestown and there are no areas in walking distance. 

park Arcadia Park (Wolfe St) 

park 

Arcadia Park. This area is ideal for dogs, as the park is rather wild and 
bushy (especially in the lower section behind NBN Studios), and very 
few people use it except to walk through from one end to the other 
(higher up). 

park Areas of Jesmond park which are currently underutilised 

park 

Areas of Stevenson park Mayfield West 
Many ovals are not used early mornings and late afternoons when a lot 
of people walk their dogs so I think making them 'leash-free' at those 
times, say before 9am & after 7pm- with sporting events taking priority- 
So the rule could be that if a dog owner turns up and sees that a 
sporting event/practice is taking place or being set up then they know 
that day it is not available as leash-free. Especially ovals with fences 
around them make them defined areas for the dog owners. 

park 

Areas outside of the Newcastle CBD would be my choice. We are 
gearing towards creating a social and tourism hive in Newcastle and 
having too many leash free areas may cause discomfort or limit the 
areas that tourists choose to visit. 

park Around Hamilton/Islington/ areas 

park 

Being a dog owner I know its helpful to have a leash free area that is 
within walking distance from home so the dogs can have a good run 
around.  They are happier for it and bark less which keeps the 
community happy. We currently walk to Novocastrian Park and many 
dog owners already let their dogs run free and play with each other.  
Its great and I've never seen anyone with a problem. 

park Blackbutt Reserve 
park bray park hill 
park Braye park should have the bubbler for human consumtion reinstaled 
park Cameron park in Waratah 

park 
Can't specify an area. but believe each suburb should have a fenced, 
leash free area. 

park 

Carrington, the parkland between the mangrove reserve and 
carrington bridge. After 4pm if there is any conflict with kids walking 
home from school. Though I don't believe there should be a time limit. 



Off Leash Areas, Report Appendixes, August 2011 Page 78 of 78 

park 
Centennial Park Cooks Hill 6:00am -8:00am and after 6:00pm 
Empire Park Bar Beach 

park 
Centennial Park I walk my dog he stays on the lead but here are many 
dogs off the lead. 

park Centennial Park, early morning. 
park civic park 
park Claremont reserve adamstown 

park 

Clean up the reserve in Aires Way, Elermore Vale, create a walking 
loop and access for people. Currently that area is wasted and covered 
in weeds and not maintained. It would be good to see this space 
utilised. Particularly given the poor provision and embellishment of 
recreation and open space in Elermore Vale. 

park 

Connelly Oval Carrington, it is used extensively as an off leash area by 
a large number of inner city residents especially early morning and late 
afternoon. the same times would apply for the stretch of beach running 
from the Eastern side of Cowper Street Bridge (Boat ramp) north to the 
inlet, again used regularly and widely by residents of carrington, 
maryville and surrounds. 

park Councillors yards 

park 
dangar park in mayfield, the oval is largely unused when sporting 
events or training is not on. 

park 

Dixon Park is great but timings on the weekend are restricted which 
makes it difficult if you want to have a lazy weekend and take the dogs 
out after early morning. I understand that there are other people using 
the park during the day but it is the reason why i exercise my dogs 
elsewhere of a weekend. 

park 

Dixon Park off-leash time is currently limited to dawn-9am only. This 
park is frequented by dozens of dogs (on some weekend mornings up 
to 80 or 90) and it is strongly preferred if this time could be extended to 
all day or at the absolute least extending the morning session to 10am 
and adding an afternoon session from 4pm to 8pm to allow workers to 
exercise their companion pets after work (9-5ers and shift workers).   
Dixon Park off-leash is very well known for being an extremely friendly 
park and dogs and owners alike interact freely without conflict.  Dog 
owners from outside the LGA bring their dogs after hearing of the 
enjoyment experienced by those who use it.   
Dixon Park would benefit immensely from agility equipment as we 
currently have quite a number of dogs, large and small, who are 
trained in it's use.  In addition the park as a whole would benefit greatly 
by fencing off either the childrens' playground area or the leash free 
area.   
NCC has on numerous occasions received letters, emails, petitions etc 
urging them to improve Dixon Park Off-Leash area. Councillors have 
also been invited to join us and some have actually taken up the offer. 
I recently had the opportunity of pointing out the need for a new 
garbage bin for dog dropping and surprisingly it appeared the following 
week (thank you Frank). And, ALL leash free parks could use a proper 
water drinking bowl (refer to Brisbane Council's website) 

park 
Evenings - Westfield Kotara carpark - obstacle courses - compulsory 
dog and owner training sessions. 

park 

Fence in lead free area in Nesca park as there is also a children's 
playground there, & I have experienced unruley dogs whilst with my 
children 

park George Street Tighes Hill Reserve. 

park 

Gibbs Brothers Oval, Rowan Crescent, Merewether should be a timed 
off leash area (except when sport is being played under lights in the 
evening): there are a lot of dogs in the near neighbourhood, a number 
already exercise there under control. 
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park 
Gibbs Brothers oval,Rowan Crescent, Merewether before 9am 
Dixon Park designated area all day 

park Grassed area between Maitland Rd and Tighes Hill. 
park Gregson Park Hamilton. Weekdays and weekend mornings. 
park Gregson Park in Hamilton, all day. 

park 

Gwydir park 3pm-7pm 
In this area there are no off leash parks within walking distance for 
pensioners/elderly and physically incapacitated people and there are 
many around here 

park 

Henry Park on corner of Beaumont St and Glebe  
Roads, Hamilton, should be available all day leash free. 
Dixon Park Merewether should be leash free all day, or at the very 
least open again in the evening from 4pm till 7pm.   This park is very 
popular, particularly on weekend mornings, it desperately needs a 
larger area available to dogs and their owners. 

park 

I am not familiar with some of these locations.  Why I ticked a yes to 
some areas being fenced off is for the safety of dogs running where 
they may enter a busy road and be hurt or cause an accident. 

park 

i feel that the council not consider parks with sporting feilds attached to 
be used by dog owners, as there is the potential for kids to be 
bitten,harrased by the dogs whilst trying train/participate in sports.it is 
my understanding that sporting clubs using these ground have payed 
for the privilage and that the council still has a duty of care to the 
comminity. 

park 
I live in Adamstown so would be pleased to see a local off-leash area 
at West End Park, 24/7. There's not a lot else going on in that park. 

park 

I live in Islington, and walk clear of the off leash areas, to avoid conflict 
with off-lead dogs. I often encounter off-leash dogs in Islington Park 
and have diffiliculty keeping clear of unrestrained dogs 

park 
I never want to see parks frequently used by children as being off 
leash areas. 

park 

I think an off-leash area at Novacastrian Park is a fabulous idea.  The 
people residing in the suburb of New Lambton (with a very high 
companion animal population) are significantly disadvantaged by 
limited off-leash space nearby. 

park 

I think most large parks should provide leash-free areas.  Public parks 
should be accessed by everyone including those with dogs.  Perhaps 
our play areas should be fenced off instead...they do it in New York. 

park 

I think sports ovals that don't have playgrounds around them are a 
good spot. The only problem might be with waste not picked up by 
owners. 

park 

I think there is a capacity for many small and local lease free areas, 
this would reduce the impact of the big ones such as Islington and 
Horseshoe Beach.   
Mayfield West: boomerang park area 
Expand King Edward Park to include the tiers 
more beach/swimming areas: eg north Nobbys beach 
Also, need areas with sensory exploration for the dogs.  This is why 
King Edward park is so good as it has the hill with long and short 
grasses, trees and this to sniff around in. 

park 
I won't identify specific areas, but they need to be a little remote, well 
defined, and with notices they are leash free areas 
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park 

I would like to see the Oval at Islington Park a leash free area between 
the hours of 6am-8am.   
 
The oval is not for sporting events during this period.  The designated 
leash free area at Islington Park is close by BUT it is NOT FENCED 
and is bordered by Thorsby Creek.  My dog (and many others) love 
water and run straight into the creek which is dirty and smells.   My dog 
also gets a rash after swimming in Throsby Creek.   I would love to see 
the Islington Park leash free area properly fenced (maybe with a gate 
to the water so that the dogs can have access to the creek if desired.)  
I know a lot of people avoid using this area for the same reason. 

park 

im pushing the point that dogs are constantly off leash in islington park 
in the on leash area near childrens park etc and cause problems for 
those on leash with socialising problems please put signs up and fine 
people 

park 

In Lambton Park a lot of people already walk their dogs off lead - in the 
area behind the pool (West of the pool - I think) because it's not 
marked out for sport. If fenced off it could be good. 
 
It doesn't seem fair that we walk our dog on lead here when so many 
others don't. More annoying is that they tend to be the ones who also 
ignore their dogs' poop! 

park 

In regards to Novocastrian Park and other sporting fields, if they are 
made leash free then people will not respect the times the field is used 
for sport and will let their dogs wander through the field interupting 
games and annoying families who are there as their children are 
playing sport.  It happens on the odd occasion now as people will bring 
their dogs with them. 

park 
Include other side of creek at upper reserve, Wallsend.  It is dangerous 
to have a dog off a lead so close to such a busy main road. 

park 

Islington Park off leash area should be completely fenced with two 
gates as I don't like to let my dog off when there is a possibility that she 
may stray to the busy Maitland road. Also, a fenced puppy area would 
have been nice when my girl was young. 

park Jesmond Park - behind the oval. 

park 

Jesmond Park not near childrens area, at any time. 
Lambton park, not near childrens area and not when sport is been 
palyed 

park Jesmond Park, the back of so not near the kid equipment. 

park 
Jesmond Park. Monday to Friday due to sport on weekends. Or a 
fenced off area on weekends. Exclude the Children's play area. 

park 
Koorangang island or similar industrial areas, then time s are not so 
important. 

park Kotara Park adjacent to Kotara railway Station. 

park 

Kotara/Kotara south areas. 
Park on princeton ave 
Bushland between Elton close and Kirkdale drive. 
Plenty of people are already out walking their dogs along the cycleway 
already. It would be great to be able to let our dogs off the leash. If the 
council mowed the long grass on the strawberry gully reserve dogs 
could use this area away from others. 

park Lambton Park 

park 

Lambton park = the small soccer fields on the corner of Howe St and 
Durham Rd, alongside the swimming pool. It would be excellent to 
have a fenced area there so that dogs aren't tempted to run off to other 
areas of the park to play with other park users 

park LAMBTON PARK AND AREA BEHIND HARKER OVAL BEFORE 8AM 
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park Lambton Park and Kentish ovals 

park 
Lambton Park at designated times that are not considered busy times 
for public use 

park lambton park. BUT with more bins available for poo 
park Large park in Young Street, Georgetown 

park 

large suburban parks where space permits, away from BBQ/picnic and 
playground areas, not Blackbutt, but feel that people with animals have 
the right to exercise/play with them where safe. Time of day shouldn't 
matter. People with dogs should be able to exercise them when it suits 
their routine 

park 
Learmonth Park Hamilton 
6.00am to 8.00am 

park 

MacLure reserve, Mayo Street Jesmond. 
(This reserve is greatly under utilised. Maybe some trees planted 
would also be good as well) 

park McQuirk Park, Wallsend behind the Wallsend hospital. 

park 
Minmi dog track, Any park in west wallsend or any area between 
Cessnock and Kurri Kurri and all parts west. 

park 

most open sporting areas ie football fields, as the players will complain 
if the owners don't pick up the poo, and there are no native birds or 
animals in long grass for them to chase or worry 

park NATIONAL PARK 
park National Park 

park 
Near col curran oval, in wallsend, and it would be a very good idea to 
have a fenced area for small dogs only. 

park Nesbitt park before 10am 
park Nesbitt Park Kotara 

park 
Nesca  
pk if thats the name   nesca parade runs on one side of that big park 

park 

No area that is a 'walkthrough' for pedestrians 
No area/time that the facility is used for sporting activities 
Areas should be fenced in   
one of my daughters uses a power wheelchair and normally 'good 
dogs' can become aggravated by the noise/movement of the chair 

park 

Novocastrian Park at New Lambton should not be added as it is used 
for other activities that would cause conflict. Areas that are not likely to 
result in people being chased by dogs would be more appropriate i.e. 
areas currently not used for active recreation. 

park Novocastrian Park New Lambton, when no games are in progress. 
park One area in each suburb would be great. 

park 

One park I believe that should be fenced in is the park in Maryland on 
the cnr of Minmi Rd & Maryland Dr. The amount of dogs walked daily 
past our house is unbelievable and I'm sure it would be used. 

park Only interested in Tarro. 

park 
Park adjacent to Kotara Railway station running along Kotara place 
.Currently not used for anything and ideal leash free area .Anytime 

park 

Parkland on Mayo St behind Jesmond Stockland. 
Far south end of Newcastle Beach. 
Some small section of Merewether beach (not so much as to disrupt 
other users). 

park 
Part of brickworks park - underutilised resource and it could service the 
dog owners in Silver Ridge Estate. 
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park 

Parts of jesmond park would be suitable as families could bring their 
pets when they have a picnic or bbq. The bottom park on Maryland Dr 
is also a good spot with wide spaces and not really used too much for 
any sports. 

park 

Please consider the park between Smith Street and Union Street, 
behind No 1 Sports ground.  Many local people exercise their dogs in 
the park and would be delighted if the area south of the netball courts 
through to Union Street could be off-leash between the hours of 
6.30am - 9am and 5 pm - 7.30pm. The park is rarely used during these 
hours for sport and if the netball courts or the soccer grounds are in 
use  Dog owners would be advised to use leads.  I use this park 
regularly for the past 13 years and have never had any problems with 
the dogs or their owners or the many local families who share the park. 

park Regent Street Park, New Lambton 

park 

Smith Park, or at least part of Smith Park. This is an enormous park 
which is rarely utilised, except on the weekends. It is completely 
deserted every morning and people already walk their dogs off-leash 
and on-leash there. It borders a main road but you could put a marker 
designating the off-leash area away from the main road. Rangers have 
pulled us and others up for not having the dog on the lead there, 
arguing that it might worry other park users. He seemed to be ignoring 
the fact it was about 8am and there wasn't a single other person in 
sight across more than 150m of park. 

park Some of Stocktons Parks, as they are all used for dogs currently 
park Somewhere else near Hexham/Beresfield way (other than just Tarro)? 

park 
stevenson park mayfeild west,in the western part below the industrial 
highway and maitland road ,allday 

park stevenson park mayfield 

park 
Stevenson Park, mayfield west, needs a fenced area, could be at 
times before and after sports, say before 9 and after 4 or 5 

park 

The area of the former tip at Shortland. 
 
Establish parkland behind Steel River, along the riverside itself. 

park 

The grassed area bordered by Turton & Lambton Rds Broadmeadow 
& the drain, with a fence along the cycle path to isolate dogs from 
bikes/cars. 

park 

The large median strip that runs along side Glebe Road The Junction 
would be a good space to be off leash as well as fenced for two 
reasons. 
1 It would allow parents a place to run with their children and to use 
their bikes with out getting near the road. 
2 the dogs could chase a ball,or stick.  
Neither children or dogs playing together could get near the road. The 
space would be better utilized. It would not interfere with those who 
walk though the park as the gates would be at both ends where the 
path.It would stop people running across the road as well. 

park 

The netball courts and soccer grounds at National Park could be a 
time restricted off leash area. For example to be used week day 
mornings and Sunday afternoons when there is no organized sport. 
Burwood Beach could be made off leash. A park in the Kotara area 
should be made off leash. 

park 

The North side of Throsby creek leading up to Islington dog off leash 
area (from Hannel st bridge). This area is rarely used by pedestrians 
as there is a better path on the other side of the creek. It is nice to take 
dogs for a "walk" instead of standing in one area while the dogs run 
around you. 

park The park between Seladon Ave and Cressington Wallsend 
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park 
The park between the railway line and Young St at Georgetown would 
be a great addition to the list of leash free areas. 

park 

The problem with designating specific few parks can lead to a 
concentration of dogs and ruins the enjoyment of the park for others. 
Some areas for consideration though would be, 
- an area of centennial park cooks hill 

park 

The reserve area on the ridge between Elermore Vale/Silverstream 
and Wallsend?/ Silverstream that runs up to the back of the John 
Hunter Hospital. The walking paths and fire trails up there are 
wonderfull for man and beast. Not to crowded with either. Same 
proviso I made before applies. Dog must be controllable, a leash at 
hand to be attatched prudently and poo bags that must be used. The 
dog should be leashed immediately another walker or dog or vehicle is 
sighted and restrained untill safe to release. Mnay people walk their 
dogs up there. 

park 
the southern end of centenial park - with restrictions to time of leash 
free use 

park 
The Tighes Hill side of Islington Park, in front of the TAFE. Lots of 
dogs already there. 

park 

The Western or Newcastle High School side of National PARK. 
This is the portion of the park that has Smith Street adjoining it. 
Mornings  until 9.00AM and afternoons from 3pm onwards. 

park 

 
There should be leash free areas available in all suburbs to cater for 
the local resident, instead of having them travel to other suburbs.  
Their should not be any time limits on leash free areas to cater for the 
requirements of all dog owners. 

park Thomas Oval Waratah West 

park 
Townson Oval 
Dangar Park 

park Warabrook lakes, Stevenson Park 
park Warabrook Reserve 
park Waratah Oval 
park waratah park Georgetown 

park 

Waratah Park Waratah. 
All beaches at certain times of the day eg: early morning or late 
afternoon. 

park 

Waratah Park, Waratah 
Lewis Oval, New Lambton 
District Park, Broadmeadow 

park 

Waratah Park, Waratah. Many people already walk their dogs there 
and a small off-leash area near the cricket pitch (at specific times) 
would help restrict the area of of-leash dogs. 

park Warners bay AFL ovals 

park 

There should be no leash free areas around childrens' area or the 
beach where families gather.  I have 2 daughters who are absolutely 
pertrified of dogs. 

park wickham park 
park Wickham Park Albert St Wickham 

park 

With areas under consideration (e.g. Novocastrian Park) probably 
make only a section leash-free, and that way all users can still enjoy 
the space. 

park Well away from other public use areas 
streets Off street restaurant with the exception of blind eye seeing dogs 
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streets 
Please do NOT let them unleashed down Beaumont Street. I heard on 
the ABC that you are considering this. 

streets Town hall & council chambers! 

times 
All of the off-leash areas need a morning and evening period to suit the 
different lifestyles of community members 

times All parks. As long as they are supervised with a Time Allocation. 

times 

Allow people to let their dogs off leash in the Islington soccer 
oval/cricket pitch (southside) before 8am, because it's fenced it's a 
good place for dog owners trying to improve obedience. 

times 

from 01 may  - 31 august all newcastle beaches could be leash free at 
certain times say 6am - 8am and 4pm - 7pm (byron bay shire has this 
option) 
the park area behind mcdonalds at broadmeadow 

times 
I don't feel I can be specific about locations but I'm very pro early 
mornings and late afternoons being leash free times. 

times 

I think that the beach south of merewhether beach should be open to 
leashfree area before 9 oclock in the mornings.  
I also think that more of King Edwards could be leash free before 8 
oclock in the morning.  
I am against having leashfree areas too close to playgrounds, even 
though I have dog myself, I am not sure I think the combination is 
good. Such as Dixon Park. 
again I think more areas and especially beach stretches should be 
opened to leashfree dogs. Horseshoe beach is generally quite 
crowded and sometimes unsafe for dogs. 

times 

 
I would like to see Dixon Park extend its leash free hours to be until 10 
am instead of 9 am, and I would like to evening hours leash-free at 
Dixon Park, so people can come with their dogs after work (from 
maybe 5pm - 7pm). In order to make this work best, you need to fence 
in the children's playground at Dixon Park. 
 
Centenial Park in Cooks Hill could easily accommodate a fenced in 
area at the Tooke Street end (diagonal from the children's play 
equipment).  Again, if there are enough throughout Newcastle leash-
free areas, people won't be very likely to have their dogs off lead in 
non-leash free areas.  At the end of a work day, I'm not so likely to get 
into my car to drive my dog to a leash-free area, especially in winter. 
 
Gregson Park in Hamilton ought to have a fenced in leash free area.  
It's a huge park, with lots of open space.  Surely you could fence in a 
section.  Dog parks are GREAT and relatively cheap community-
builders.  I've met wonderful people I would never have spoken to by 
taking my dog to Dixon Park.  I'm a 50 year old woman, and I reguarly 
talk with an 18 year old man who's dog plays with mine.  Lovely little 
acquaintance-ship we have had going for nearly 2 years. 

times 

 
I would like to see more beach areas provided with times being 
specific. Fer example in the winter merewether to bar could be 
allocated for execise, even if sections are still leashed so dog owners 
can enjoy thee beach with their dog. 
In the summer these areas could be designated 6am to 8am for off 
leash and after 6 or 7pm. 
I have travelled with my dogs and find that the newcastle city council 
area makes it very hard to safely excercise small dogs and/or have 
access to the beach. 
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times 
I would like to see times for leash free dogs at beaches and some 
parks. also more dump bins for doggdo. 

times 
Jesmond Park. Monday to Friday due to sport on weekends. Or a 
fenced off area on weekends. Exclude the Children's play area. 

times LAMBTON PARK AND AREA BEHIND HARKER OVAL BEFORE 8AM 

times 
Lambton Park at designated times that are not considered busy times 
for public use 

times 
Learmonth Park Hamilton 
6.00am to 8.00am 

times 

Leash free areas could include full, free off lead at tall time for stockton 
beach (with a removal 4WD access (cars and dogs don't mix just like 
kids and cars don't mix). 
bar beach as there are so many people that walk their dogs there.  
This could be 4 pm to 9am time for dogs. 
Mereweather beach as there is again, so many people walking their 
dogs - 4 pm to 9am access.  Dixon park off leash area NEEDS to be 
fenced in!!  Actually, all off leash areas for dogs should be fenced in!! 

times National Park 06:00 to 08:00 7 days 
times National Park early mornings till 8.00am 
times Nesbitt park before 10am 
times Other Newcastle beaches ealry and late in the day. 
times Park on Griffiths Rd, any time of day 

times 
Parks & beaches before 8am/after 5pm in winter, before 8am/after 
6pm in summer. 

times 

Some sporting fields should have day time hours monday to Friday 
(say up to 6 hours available between say 7am to 2 pm) for responsible 
dog owners. 

times 
Somewhere in Bar Beach/The Junction area between the hours 9am - 
5pm. 

times 
Stevenson Park, mayfield west, needs a fenced area, could be at 
times before and after sports, say before 9 and after 4 or 5 

times 

the park in Hamilton Gregson Park  6am - 8am after 5pm weekdays 
and weekends 
Burwood Beach  6am - 8am  and after 5pm 

times 

The Western or Newcastle High School side of National PARK. 
 
This is the portion of the park that has Smith Street adjoining it. 
Mornings  until 9.00AM and afternoons from 3pm onwards. 

times 
There does not need to be any more but perhaps some of the beaches 
could be in winter months. 

 

Q18. Final suggestions to increase enjoyment 
subject final_suggestions 

changes to regulations 

1. Large dogs in areas not leash free - compulsory mouth guards (as 
grey hounds). 
2. Most dogs are protective for their owners, so care with strange dogs 
is essential. The owners should and are responsible. 
3. It is most important that all dogs are microchipped - perhaps similar to 
police number (rego) identification. 
4. As dogs are microchipped an evaluation of the dogs temperament 
should be made. If angry growling further training required before 
approval to microchip. 
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changes to regulations aggressive dogs should NEVER be off leads anytime any place. 

changes to regulations 
All animals are unpredictable away from home I would like all dogs to be 
on a leash at all times. 

changes to regulations 
All dogs being walked should be leashed and those necessary (mainly 
larger dogs) muzzled, especially dogs over certain size, weight or breed. 

changes to regulations 
All dogs should be on leads , some dog breeds should not be allowed 
out. 

changes to regulations 
All pitball dogs should never be off the leash. That's the problem.  Dog 
tests like Germany required !!!!! 

changes to regulations 
Any dog who is any threat to other dogs or people should be on a lead. 
Dogs that are friendly and non aggressive, I think, are ok to be off leads. 

changes to regulations 

As far as I'm concerned, dogs are not clean creatures and if people want 
a dog it should be left in their own backyards. Most people who have 
dogs do not clean up the mess they leave behind. For this reason dogs 
should not be allowed in public areas. 

changes to regulations 

As I said previously Pit bull terriers, and the like should be baned from 
going on any streets  parks etc or the public should be allowed to carry a 
gun. Why politicians haven got the guts or common sense to act on this 
issue has amazed me for many years. 

changes to regulations 
Ban dogs. I can't stand these dopey moronic animals. Plus they 
defecate all over the place. They are a pest. 

changes to regulations 

Certain breeds of Dog should not be permitted at all (we are not allowed 
to have other potentally attacking animals eg bears, crocs, etc).  If a 
person wants to use the existing leash free areas then their dog needs 
to be checked out to see if it is a potential problem.  My biggest concern 
is children, they can so easilly be attacked and damaged for life.  
Possibly children under 12 should not be allowed in leash free areas. 

changes to regulations compulsory dog handler / owner training / free accredited courses 

changes to regulations Dangerous dog breeds should not be off the leash in a public place 

changes to regulations 
Dangerous dogs should have muzzles on and a pink collar so you know 
to keep clear of them. 

changes to regulations 

Dogs should not be anywhere where the public have access. Keep the 
dogs in confined areas. But why are we targeting dogs, what about 
horses or pigs. I don't see council suggesting that they have there own 
council area for playtime or what about horses and pigs visiting coffee 
shops...if there is a difference let me know 

changes to regulations Don't have as many dogs 

changes to regulations 

Firstly you asked about dogs then you used the word 'animals'. You 
must be consistent in your use of nouns especially if it is a survey about 
dogs not animals..  I would like to add that cats have more rights than 
dogs.. Perhaps inprovements can be made here for the sake of the 
environment and householders 

changes to regulations 

I believe there are grounds for disallowing dogs with aggressive 
reputation or history, large or small, to be unleashed in areas jointly 
occupied by families - especially if children, elderly or people with 
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disabilities are sharing the area.  However, I am unsure whether there is 
already legislation that requires the owners/carers of such animals to be 
respnsible and not allowing them to run free in such sitautions. 

changes to regulations 

I do not approve of leash free areas. If people do not have the space in 
their own homes for their dogs to run freely (fenced in securely) they 
should not own a dog. dogs on the loose is unsafe for the dog & 
sometimes results in dogs attacking other dogs or people. My 
neighbours have dogs of appropriate size for their yards, these dogs are 
happy & secure & safe. 

changes to regulations 

I don't plan to get another dog when my current dog dies because there 
are too few off leash areas in Newcastle especially within walking 
distance of where I live and the only one is not open to off leash dogs 
after 9am.  
I would like to see more off leash areas in parks but restrictions on how 
close you can be to playgrounds etc like there is in Centennial Park, 
Syd. 

changes to regulations 
I would hope Newcastle could ban certain breeds for the sfaety of all - 
the bit bulls etc that are prone to attack - they should not be allowed. 

changes to regulations 

It should be mandatory by law that dogs should be on leads at all times, 
other than their place of residence or designated off their lead areas. 
Where possible off their lead areas should be fenced. 

changes to regulations 
My opinion is - that all aggressive breeds of dogs should be muzzled at 
all times in public areas. Too many attacks on small children. 

changes to regulations 

people should not be able to bring dogs to large scale outdoor events 
where there is crowding eg Beaumont, Darby St or Mattara. Dogs are 
trapped and can not see for the crowds and are apt to be irrational 
through fear and instinct to protect their owners 

changes to regulations 
reverse the decision to allow dog owners to keep dogs at tables on 
outdoor dining areas. it is as obnoxious as smoking which is restricted. 

changes to regulations 

Yes, there should be no leash-free areas. There should be no dogs in 
Newcastle at all. At the very least suburbs should be declared dog-free. 
Dogs are a menace and a threat to all. 

education and awareness 

A significant % of Australian dog owners seem to often preference large 
scary breeds of dogs.  I only use areas when no-one else is using them 
or only small dogs are present and immediately leave if a big dog 
arrives. 
I think you will find a significant number of people that use alternative 
areas to exercise their dogs, do so for the same reasons. 
Rather than simply fining people for having dogs off-leash, I think it 
would be more valuable to spend resources on education campaigns 
about responsible dog ownership.  And I seriously question whether the 
RSPCA should be releasing so many big scary breeds into the 
community. 
I would also like to see the dog exercise areas & their access areas 
better maintained to eliminate thorny weeds. 
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education and awareness 

Appropriate signage needs to be designed and implemented in parks 
that explains where the leash free areas are.  And also signage for 
picking up dog poo.  Islington Park (my local park) is a well used park by 
lots of different people.  However dog owners seem to love letting there 
dogs roam free, pooping everywhere.  I feel sorry for the sports groups 
that use the oval at night for training as it is covered in dog poo.   
 
The leash free zone is a two minute walk across the bridge and around 
the corner, yet most don't know it's there.  Simple signage would be 
mean there is no excuse for using the park as a leash free toilet. 
 
I hate letting my toddler son walk through the park, as I worry when he 
trips and falls whether it will be into dog poo.   
 
I have the right to walk in the park with my son and not have to worry if 
we will step in dog poop or get knocked over by dogs or worse still 
bitten.  I believe well designed signs in the appropriate areas would 
mean better informed dog owners.   
 
I also believe the childrens playground should be fenced off.  As dogs do 
roam through there all the time.  That way the kids are much safer. 

education and awareness 

As I've said I would like more control of dogs in leash free areas and an 
education campaign in Stockton.  Me experience when visiting Sydney 
shows that dog owners are much more considerate and pick up dog 
droppings. 

education and awareness 
Better education of dog owners and council staff who should be 
enfoecing the rules 

education and awareness 
Clear signage when an area is off-lead for benefit of both dog and non-
dog owners. 

education and awareness 
Consider the development of dog friendly cafes throughout the 
Newcastle LGA. 

education and awareness 

Dogs like water, more beaches would be nice. 
 
Letting the public know where these leash free places are would be an 
idea, eg by flyers, newspapers, radio, in the front of the phone book 
etc.... 
I only knew about the beach at Newcastle, not any of the others. 

education and awareness 

education & care needed from dog walkers around cycleways 
particularly, I have observed cyclists being harrassed by dogs not 
controlled 

education and awareness 

Education of owners to ensure they pick dog poo when in the off leach 
areas, availability of spads / plastic bags or other device to pick up dog 
poo and dispose of. 

education and awareness 

Generally i think the relationship is good.   
Need to educate small dog owners that 'manners' in small dogs is as 
important as in big dogs 
Most of the issues i have encountered are from small dog owners who 
don't train their dog because they feel that, as a small/to dog, it doesn't 
need to be as well behaved as the bigger dogs. 
Water and bins for poo bags also key to success of off leash areas. 

education and awareness 

I believe as someone without a dog, that people need safe places for 
their dogs to run - it also encourages physical activity.  I would however, 
want to make sure that any such areas have good signage, as I don't 
want to have my toddler playing in these areas (just in case a dog has a 
little problem).  Do areas for dogs off their leads have signs that tell 
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people who to ring if there is a problem with another dog???? 

education and awareness 

I had dogs when I lived in Manly for more than 10 years. Nearly every 
single park was off leash. In an area with a much higher population 
density than Newcastle I never in 10 years saw any conflict between 
dogs and other park users. In fact, I felf very safe because all the dogs 
were so well socialized. It is a well known fact that keeping dogs on 
leash, where they cannot display there full range of body language 
encourages aggression. 
 
The solution is greater education for dog owners not increased control. I 
have thought that dog owners could be issued with a license proving 
they can adequately keep their dog under control off leash would be a 
solution. No license = on leash only. 

education and awareness 

I have had many positive experiences in leash free areas. There are 
some people that aren't s vigilant with their animals in terms of keeping 
them clam and picking up after them but such poople exist everywhere! I 
believe that we need to be specific in the expectations of such areas - 
via signposting.  
 
These areas are important for pet owners. Animals need to have 
freedom and be able to exercise without the usual constraints placed 
upon them. 
 
really, it comes down to owners being sensible and for us to trust that 
they want the best for their pets and others. 

education and awareness 

I must say these days I don't use Newcastle as much as I did once. 
When there was that stupid rule that said dogs could not be outside a 
cafe or had to be so many meters away I stopped frequenting Newcastle 
as I always used to combine a walk with breakfast, lunch or coffee & 
cake. I found Lake Macquarie Council much more accepting & now I go 
alot more to Toronto, Warners Bay, Blacksmiths Beach, Belmont, Caves 
Beach  & Murrays Beach. 

education and awareness 

I would like to take this opportunity to ask that the council increase 
campaigning to insist people always pick up their dogs excrement. this is 
just as big a nuisance, in particular if you have to push a pram and/or 
have young kids who don't always watch where they are treading. thank 
you. 

education and awareness 

I wuld like to recommend that outdoor fitness classes should not be 
allowed to have their training grounds within the leashfree area. If they 
do they should be scheduled outside the main dog walk times, between 
6-9am and 3to 7pm. 

education and awareness 

I'm not happy about seeing "fenced" areas just so that people can 
unleash their dogs. Its got to be about people being responsble for their 
dogs whilst off a leash... Its an education adn awareness issue. 

education and awareness 

Islington Park: better signage and education advising dog owners that 
they must be able to control their dog when off leash and put their dog 
back on the leash when they leave the off leash area. Signage 
throughout the on leash areas of the park advising owners they need to 
keep dogs on leash, particularly near the children's playground.  More 
patrolling and enforcement by rangers. I use the playground 3-4 times 
per week and there are usually multiple dogs off leash. I have never 
seen a ranger in the park. 
 
I think 17 off leash areas is ample and I do not support an off leash area 
at Nobby's when the existing dog beach at Horseshoe beach is so close 

education and awareness 

It is great to see the extent to which people are picking up after their 
dogs but there is still room for improvement. Perhaps additional signage 
and bins.  It gets to over flow at Horseshoe Beach at times! 
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education and awareness 

It should be an offense for dogs owners who fail to 'scoop the poop' after 
their dog(s). It should be a nominal, small fine whether it be in a leash or 
leash free area.  
Perhaps a public awareness program as well as NCC signage. 
However this should also include some consideration for council 
serviced 'dog litter' bins. These bins will need to be reasonably vandal 
proof as the ones near Dixon Park seemed to have been 'blown up'. 

education and awareness 

It's all well and good that these parks are provided but a number of 
owners let their dogs off the leash when walking in the street. I never 
see any rangers enforcing the rules. 
Is Nesca Park an Off Leash area? 

education and awareness 

It's great to see dogs running free and having a great time.  Problems 
occur when a dog is poorly trained or socialised.  Perhaps better 
education of dog owners. 

education and awareness 
Larger signs designating leash free areas so people who are unfamiliar 
with the area know that it is leash free 

education and awareness 

Linwood is a high use area 
Bike rides -pedestrian residents and route between Islinton tighes hille 
Waratah and many other areas 
Attention and consideration by all users: needs a bit of education 
throsby Creek is a waterway utilised by many and the dog owners might 
need more education about responsibility in the entire area thru to 
islington park 
High family use needs this area to be healthy and safe. 
 
Thanks 

education and awareness 
Mark leash free areas as such more clearly a single sign in small letters 
is not enough at any location. 

education and awareness 

More education around picking up the dog poop, or enforcing the current 
fines. I walk every day from merewether baths to Newcastle baths along 
bar beach etc and constantly have to avoid dog poo on the footpaths, as 
owners have a total disregard for the law and the fact that not every one 
likes the stinking mess these animals leave behind. 

education and awareness 
More education letting owners know that it is not acceptable for dogs to 
be off their leads around high pedestrian and bicycle pathways. 

education and awareness 

More or better signs for parks indicating whether the park is leash free or 
not leash free. And a reminder sign for dog owners to clean up after their 
dogs! 

education and awareness 
More signage at main dog areas about what's expected of dog owners - 
I know there's some, but the signs are not great. 

education and awareness 

Most dog owners in my experience behave responsibly and control their 
dogs.  Some are hopeless and let the dog run free.  Including regular 
reminders in Council newsletters would hopefully help to remind owners 
to be responsible and consider other people's peace of mind and 
security. 
 
Also if Council decides to include such reminders,could you please 
include a reminder about cats.  These are a much larger problem for the 
unfortunate neighbours who constantly have other people's cats using 
their yard as a toilet.  Cats allowed to roam free also kill anything they 
can catch eg native animals.  Reminding cat owners to keep their cats 
under control would be much appreciated. 
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education and awareness 

One good suggest is all not just dog signs be replaced every year, as 
the weather (sun mainly) fades them. council should have (Rangers & 
Beach Inspectors in winter months replacing old signs on Beaches and 
Parks with new ones) as most signs are faded in all area Parks and 
Beaches very easy done in winter months (sticker over sticker). 

education and awareness 

Ongoing education measures that reinforce that dogs are the owners 
responsibility, whether on or off leads. This includes picking up after 
their dogs. 

education and awareness 

People walk around the cycleway & walkway right around stockton & 
think it is all a leash free area, and don't pick up after their dogs. 
 
Please place signs to educate people of appropriate areas & pick up 
droppings & fines they could incurr. 

education and awareness 

Please, educate the public and children how to approach unknown dogs. 
Most owners are responsible and will clean up, register and supervise 
their dogs. As a breeder of dogs for 25yrs we need more choices to 
exercise our dogs. It would also be good if we could know the details if 
we have a complaint against us. 
 
Hillsborough show ground could incorporate a leash free area. Also an 
area with a dam to swim in would be great. 
 
Thanks for paying attention to my request. 

education and awareness 
Provide more dog poo bins & public info (promotions) to explain that dog 
poo in the street washes into waterways & ends up in the ocean 

education and awareness Put signs near play parks, next to the non-smoking sign. 

education and awareness 

Set the rules, send info to all dog owners (they are should all be 
registered so this should be easy enough, patrol to inform users that 
rules will be enforced, seize dogs not under control. 
 
Most people who take the trouble to take their dog walking are 
responsible dog owners, as always it is the few who make it difficult for 
all. 
 
SET Responsible owners dog policy 
 
1.Pets under control by owners 
 
2.Clean up after them - pooper bins available 

education and awareness 

Signs in more prominent positions with outline of fines payable perhaps,
On the spot fines perhaps but hard to police this.   
Maybe going the other way and making it a humourours sign appeal like 
they have on railways to promote better behaviour and consideration of 
others. 
Signs in local vets and places where owners take pets for treatment so 
the acceptable off lead areas are better publicised. 
Ads in local community papers- the same ones that appear elsewhere in  
vets and parks for continuity. 

education and awareness Stress 'Owner Control' by sufficiently large signs displayed 

education and awareness 

suggest better signs to encourage dog owners to clean up their dog's 
poo. It makes everyone's life more pleasant when you are not stepping 
in dog poo. 
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education and awareness 

There needs to be more public education about the responsibilities of 
owning a dog. Too few owners know about how to train a dog and they 
leave them in their yards all day while they are at work, where they bark 
and annoy the neighbours. So many of these people think of themselves 
as 'dog-lovers' and yet have no idea of the needs of a dog for activity 
and company. 

education and awareness 
Unfortunately there are no programs for the owners to teach them 
responsibility for their animals. 

enforcement from Council 

*Have more rangers patrol and book people who don't leash their dogs 
and pick up poo. 
*Have more signs with the $ amount for having dogs off leads & not 
picking up poo. 
*Dog licenses so people have to prove they can look after the dog 
properly for its own sake and others. 
*DNA dogs so owners can be booked for dog poo breaches. 
*If dogs bite people they are the ones put down so I feel stronly that the 
owners look after their dogs properly, keep them on leashes and pick up 
poo for the well being of the dog. 

enforcement from Council 
A greater emphasis on enforcement of unattended dogs and / or 
untrained dogs. 

enforcement from Council 
A lot more patrolling of Stockton beach needs to happen because there 
are always dogs roaming free on that beach. 

enforcement from Council 

A lot of people walk their dogs off lead around the streets. I have had a 
number of dogs run up to my dog (on a lead) and given the threat my 
dogs feels a fight has started. the last time this happened two dogs 
attacked him while I held him so he was unable to defend very well - he 
ended up with a large tear on his leg. He is a 14 year old dog. 
 
I don't think parks are generally the problem - it is the dogs off lead 
around the streets. 
 
In addition, the exclusion of dogs (even on lead) from playground areas 
creates a barrier between dogs and kids which is is not good for 
teaching kids "dog etiquette". Also it can cause problems for families 
wanting to walk their dog to the park and allow kids to play 

enforcement from Council 

A number of people who walk their dogs on the ballast ground at 
Stockton and elsewhere do not pick up their dog's droppings and the 
owners should be prosecuted.  Council has provided a very lovely 
shared walkway adjacent to the river and playing fields which are being 
polluted by the dog droppings.  This happens every morning that I am 
personally aware of. 

enforcement from Council Additional policing is required to protect children 

enforcement from Council 

Animal owners or carers need to be accountable and responsible for 
their animals.  However, my observations at times have noticed that not 
all animal handlers pick up and dispose of animal droppings, in the 
approved off leads areas or while on leads in the suburbs walking their 
animals.  This aspect might need reinforcement eith by way of signs, 
communication and/or animal inspectors reminding owners of their 
responsibility to clean up their animal droppings. 

enforcement from Council 

As long as the owners are responsible in monitoring, controlling and 
cleaning up after their animals everybody should be happy. A dog off the 
lead playing in the street with children should be left be but reports of an 
aggressive animal should be treated with haste 
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enforcement from Council Authorise Officers to be responsible for responsible action. 

enforcement from Council Be nice to see the dog patrol out more often! 

enforcement from Council 
Better education of dog owners and council staff who should be 
enforcing the rules 

enforcement from Council 
CCTV to allow prosecution of those who dont control there dogs 
properly and for those who leave mess and poo in these areas. 

enforcement from Council Checking that dogs are not swimming in the Bogey Hole. 

enforcement from Council 

Consideration should be given to people using leash free areas even 
though they don't have a dog. The areas should be patrolled and a 
penalty given for dogs not being handled properly. Also a penalty for not 
cleaning up and removing their doggy-do. 

enforcement from Council 

Council need to be stricter in enforcing rules ie cleaning up dog 
droppings, owners maintaining control of their dog whilst off the leash, 
enforcing certain breeds of dogs to wear muzzles etc. I am not against 
dogs and will likely get one when my children are older but I am a firm 
believer in good training and owners taking responsibility for their dog 
and ensuring their dog doesn't impose on others especially from a safety 
perspective 

enforcement from Council Council Rangers are too lenient. 

enforcement from Council 
Council should be patrolling more and watching for owners not picking 
up after their dogs. 

enforcement from Council 
Council should not only enforce the dogs on leads but also the owners 
picking up the dog poop 

enforcement from Council 

Council should provide sand clean up at Horseshoe Beach similar to the 
extent they provide at all people only beaches. 
 
The majority of garbage at Horseshoe is washed in or left by humans. 
 
An area with seating should be provided in parks for people to enjoy a 
picnic with their dogs as they are part of the family. 
 
In a previous question I was only able to designate one time of day that I 
exercise my dog.  This is very misleading as it is not necessarily the 
same time every day or only once each day. 
 
Agility equipment can be dangerous to dogs under 12 months if not used 
properly as their bones are still growing.  A warning notice should be 
displayed and contacts for correct Agility Training provided. 
 
Newcastle Show Ground would be a perfect place for a designated 
training and off leash area (most days of the year). 
 
My well trained dog was attacked by a Pit Bull Terrier and sustained 
severe injury which required emergency surgery.  The Council officer did 
not contact me or visit to see the extent of the injury.  I requested 
reimbursement from the dog owner who then came to my home and 
threatened me.  Council did nothing to assist me and spoke only to the 
perpetrator, letting them of with a verbal warning. 
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enforcement from Council 

doggy poop bags should be provided and bins to put them in. 
 
It should be mandatory to pick up after your dog. 
 
Need a newsletter for dog owners to let them know of off leash areas 
and to advise ideas for preventing conflict with leashed dogs. 

enforcement from Council dogs  on a lead  except in designated areas 

enforcement from Council 
Dogs are running free in Federal Park Wallsend at all times and are not 
controlled or policed and it can be unpleasant just to take a walk. 

enforcement from Council 
Dogs off their leads in non-designated areas need to be policed and 
fined. 

enforcement from Council 
Dogs on streets should be on leads. Dogs should not be allowed on non 
dog beaches. 

enforcement from Council 

Dogs should always be on a leash except in the designated areas and 
there should be more policing of dogs leaving 'poo' on the street 
footpaths and grassed areas.  All dog owners should be asked by a 
council ranger when walking a dog to show that they have a plastic bag 
and spade to enable them to pick up any droppings.  A fine should apply 
if they cannot produce the necessary equipment. 

enforcement from Council 

dogs should not be premitted genrally on beaches 
heaver fines for dogs droppings not being picked up 
more enforcement when dogs are off leases 
dogs should not be allowed in shopping centres, at cafes, beach side 
eating places etc 

enforcement from Council 

Don't allow it - everyone should be able to walk around / ride around 
without being attacked. Fine heavily anyone allowing a dog off leash 
anywhere 

enforcement from Council 
Enforce  owners to obey the rules when not in leash free areas and to 
use dog doo bags. 

enforcement from Council 

Enforcement is a problem.  Dixon Park is the only off leash area I 
encounter.  Frequently there are owners and off leash dogs using this 
area after the designated times. This area is very close to a children's 
playground and barbecue facilities.  I worry that an off leash dog after 
9am may interfere with the enjoyment of others using the playground 
and barbecue/picnic area. 

enforcement from Council 
enforcement of fines for owners not cleaning up after their dogs. But 
perhaps this is already being done. 

enforcement from Council enforcement of rules at merewether baths and burwood beach 

enforcement from Council Ensure enforcement of leash-free areas. 

enforcement from Council 
Ensure fines are enforcable for owners not cleaning up after their dogs, 
either in leash-free or leashed areas 

enforcement from Council 

ENsure that dog owners collect their dog faeces and dispose of it 
appropriately. Not everyone who is enjoying  public recreation areas 
wants to be greeted by dogs that are off the leash. 

enforcement from Council 
Get some on the spot inspectors instead of some charactor who is afraid 
of steping out of the Council Dog pound ute to do his job 
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enforcement from Council 

Having been bitten by a dog wandering the footpath in Hamilton East 
this week 6 July 2011. I just want to see strict enforcement and 
automatic fines if dog owners do not comply with existing regulations 
whether in a street (as in my case) or park or beach. Also Council 
should or must regulate soon that cats be required to be locked up after 
sunset. 

enforcement from Council Heavier fines for not cleaning up aftervtheir dogs. 

enforcement from Council heavy fines for dog owners that don't pick up after their dog!!!!!! 

enforcement from Council 

Horseshoe Beach should be time restricted between sunrise -10am and 
3pm - sunset. Dogs that may be aggressive towards people and other 
dogs should be muzzled - an enforced law. 

enforcement from Council 

 
I am a dog owner and my dogs are well trained. I think there should be 
better enforcement of off-leash dogs in non-designated areas because 
playing fields, children's play areas need to be protected from dogs. I 
have seen dogs run onto soccer games and around children's play 
equipment.  
 
I think that off-leash areas are essential for dogs to socialise adequately. 
There are many dog owners who do not allow their dogs to go to off-
leash areas. It would be excellent if Council had several, relatively small 
fenced areas (like Crossroads Reserve Berowra Heights) that had 
seating and secrure fencing. These areas do not necessarily need to be 
turfed, they can have trees, shrubs and grasses to allow dogs lots 
places to sniff and run around. 

enforcement from Council 

I am disappointed at the number of dogs allowed off their leads in 
Waratah Park area. Owners failing to clean up because of the above,this 
occurs prior to and after sun up. 
I would like to see Council survey the behaviour of felines and some 
restrictions on same which also contribute to barking dogs. 

enforcement from Council 

I am impressed with the Leash Free dog beach at Nobbys Beach and 
the dogs there on the whole are well behaved and love being there. If 
the Wedge area at Nobbys in that beach below the lighthouse I would be 
afraid to take a dog in that area becuase of the falling rocks. 
I wish the person who walks their dog early morning past my house daily 
would clean up after it. It fowls mine or a neighbours lawn every day. 

enforcement from Council 

I do not enjoy walking my dogs anymore as rangers never fine those 
walking dogs off leash. More fines need to occur for people to do the 
responsible thing 

enforcement from Council 

I do not have a dog, because I live in the inner city (no place for animals) 
but I love dogs - and do not have a problem with the existing leach free 
areas - as long as the owners are responsible: that means removing dog 
poop and ensuring their dogs are on a leach entering and leaving the 
area. I often walk the Breakwater and enjoy seeing them running free at 
Horsehoe & top of King Edward park - but very frequently the 
Breakwater has dogs off leash. 
I live in this area and have NEVER seen this "rule" enforced. 
So suggestions: 
* enforce the rules  
* put more closed dog poop bins (it falls through the ones on the 
Breakwater)along coastal walkways 
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enforcement from Council 

I do not know how to police but feel sorry for the dogs that are walked , 
often young dogs from spring of from those looking for attention and by 
autum you rarely see them at any time.  
if people are caught letting dogs of the leash in wrong areas they shlould 
have the dog taken away for a while land have to pay for the lodging.  
fenced areas for dogs is a sensible idea.  i would be worried as a dog 
owner if it was for just unruly dogs. 
Owners should have some kind of training certificate(how do you 
police?) 
I live across from an unleashed are and there are mostly responsible 
dog owners but there are many who let there dogs off the leash on the 
way and on several occasisions I have had dogs run from near the area 
for  barking aggressively while being called by their owners. One got to 
within a few feet before relising I was not going to be bitten without a 
fight. At these and other times you often do not get even a sorry. 
Mostly i do not worry though i do not like but now and again you know 
when a dog is aggressive. I have had many dogs in the past and would 
not keep or would get trained(myself as well) an aggressive dog. for the 
early part of my life dogs were unleashed but also did not come acopss 
the attitudes to other people theree are with some dog owners.  
the size of dogs should be limited in city areas and only allowed in outer 
areas if you have apropiately sized and fenced land. 
though it has reduced dog owners should clean up  the dogs mess. 
lookjng into the air cause they know it is wrong still leaves a mess for 
someone else to clean up or step in. 
I have recently found three lot of dog faeces in my yard and my daughter 
said a dog had been on rounds a few days in a row, luckily has stopped 
now. 
having fenced areas and using the curent areas effectly should be a 
priority before any expansion of doggy rights over humans who pay 
rates. 

enforcement from Council 

I don't often visit areas used as off lead areas.  However, I did note that 
near Redhead beach (which is city of Lake Macquarie, I believe) that 
dog owners frequently let their dogs remain off their leads outside of the 
leash-free area.  This presented a hazard for my toddler son, and was 
upsetting.   
I hope that council routinely patrols NCC off-leash and other areas as 
well to help ensure that dog owners are being responsible (i.e. keep 
their dogs on leads where appropriate, as well as cleaning up after their 
dogs).  We have a dog that often leaves solid waste on the nature strip 
near our house or our neighbour's house, which is irritating.  Dog poo 
bins seem like a good idea, but I have no idea if they actually help or 
not. 

enforcement from Council 

I feel that off leash areas near beaches should all be fenced. On 
numerous occasions/locations I have been disturbed by dogs while 
picnicing nearby. All day, every day one would assume Stockton Beach 
was a leash free area. More patrols and actually imposing fines might 
encourage owners to control their dogs/strongly object to wading in 
ocean alongside dogs! 

enforcement from Council 

I feel we need to be consistent with the scoop the poop message. There 
are a lot of focus on "scoop the poop" but it seems to have gone off the 
radar. Could have an ambassador program wehere community minded 
dog owners, who frequent a particular leash free park, hand out pooch 
pouches to recalcitrant dog owners and or a brochure on why we need 
to "scoop the poop". Specially trained volunteers could have t shirts 
"cleaner Newcastle now, ask me how" type thing. They could have a 
bum bag with pooch pouches, flyers on regulations. 

enforcement from Council 
I just want existing off leash areas to be maintained and a Council keen 
to discipline dogs when off leash in non off leash areas 
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enforcement from Council 

I live at Wallsend there must be no signs in the area of the park behind 
the houses in Cowper street because people let there dogs run free and 
play ball with them. 
 
They run up to the gates of the people who live here and upset our dogs 
who race out and start barking and carrying on. 
 
You never see any rangers patrolling this area, i have not seen one 
ranger in the 13 years i have lived here but if i lived in newcastle it more 
then likely be different 

enforcement from Council 

I see enforcement of picking up after your dog poos to be a much more 
significant issue for park enjoyment rather than simply whether they are 
off their lead.  If a dog is milling round with its family and doesn't have a 
leash on, what harm is done? 

enforcement from Council 
I suggest that more enforcement made on owners to clean up their dogs 
business, also dogs need some amount of training. 

enforcement from Council 

I think council needs to find a way of enforcing on leash control of dogs 
in the suburban area when people are walking their dogs and also insist 
on dogs not being allowed the roam the streets near their homes off 
leash. I have lost two pets to unrestrained roaming dogs and am tired of 
dogs owners complete disregard for keeping their animals on leads and 
within their own properties. 

enforcement from Council 

I think enforcement of dogs off leash is extremely poor, I have never 
seen a ranger at islington park or along the foreshore shared pathway. 
There should be more signs and fines handed out on the spot. If a 
ranger covertly sat at islington park kids play area / footbridge for an 
hour on a sunny saturday, sunday or weekday late afternoons (after 4) 
they'll make council a fortune. It's particularly bad because of the 
proximity to the off leash area and owners leave/arrive with the dog 
already off leash if they walk to/from the off leash area. 

enforcement from Council 

I think it might be a good idea to patrol the Nobbys beach breakwater a 
little more often as the dogs are often off leads and do their business on 
the ground and owners fail to pick it up 

enforcement from Council 

I think specific leash free areas are great - i would like to see the use of 
these areas prioritised in favour of pets, rather than other activities. 
Likewise, I think it woul dbe fair to be firmer on enforicng laws on 
individuals that have animals off-leash in non designated areas.  
 
This will allow animal lovers and animal non-lovers to chose their 
destinations accordingly. 

enforcement from Council 
I think that beaches should be more patrolled in regard to dogs running 
free on public beaches in the flag areas. In particular Stockton beach 

enforcement from Council 

I would like to see constables/rangers concentrating more on dog poo 
not picked up in off leash areas and also on dogs loose around the 
street. It seems that most of the concentration is on people with a dog 
off leash in a park supervised instead of wandering dogs unsupervised 

enforcement from Council I would like to see the dog poop bins around the walkways. 

enforcement from Council 
I would like to see waste bags and bins provided as i see too often 
people not picking up after their dogs. 

enforcement from Council 
If a dog has a shit at Horseshoe Beach their owner should be fined 
$1,000 - no first warnings and no leniency should be shown. 

enforcement from Council 
Increase patrol of Horseshoe beach and instal a sign explaining that 
dodgs should only be off-leash if their owners can control them. 

enforcement from Council 
Increase the fines for owners whose dogs are caught off their leads. 
Ensure our current 'dog free' beaches remain dog free. 
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enforcement from Council 

It should be enforced that owners must pick up dog droppings when 
walking their dogs in all areas. Council should provide bins and bags for 
this purpose. 

enforcement from Council 

It's all well and good that these parks are provided but a number of 
owners let their dogs off the leash when walking in the street. I never 
see any rangers enforcing the rules. 
 
Is Nesca Park an Off Leash area? 

enforcement from Council 

Its great that NCC provides a wide range of leash free options for dogs, 
some of whom are better behaved than their owners.   I have always 
had a dog, they are great companions, but I firmly believe they should 
be kept under control (ie on a lead) by a responsible person with the 
physical and intellectual ability to do so while in all public places except 
those already designated as leash-free.   Even in those designated 
areas, there would be times when responsible owners choose not to 
unleash their pet and if council rangers feel that one or more animals 
should be restrained, they should be given the authority to enforce it. 

enforcement from Council 

Just that if an owner of a dog is caught doing the wrong thing in the 
wrong area, then that person should be fined on the spot, or more 
(depending on what happened).  
 
Signs are up and maps are available therefore people with dogs should 
know where they can go with their dogs (leads or no leads). 

enforcement from Council 

Keep them all off the beaches and well away from other public areas. I 
get sick of having to avoid dog shit when walking around Newcastle. 
 
Also need more enforcement. 

enforcement from Council 
Keeping dogs on leashes and owners cleaning up after dogs is a great 
idea that needs constant enforcement and education. 

enforcement from Council 

King Edward Park is a magnificent asset.  
However,dogs off their leads can lead to conflict for people having a 
picnic and especially the fact that there are children running around all 
over the park.  
Just today, myself and children had to dodge dog droppings which were 
in a broken plastic bag just centimetres from a garbage bin.  
 
Leash free areas should not be where children can run and play. This 
only leads to exciting dogs and eventual mishaps. 
 
Horseshoe beach needs better control for people to pick up after their 
dogs. It may be leash free but does that mean the owners don't have to 
pick up after their dogs? The beach is smelly and polluted even for dog 
owners. 

enforcement from Council 

Late afternoons and early mornings seem to be the times when dog 
lovers think it's okay to "just let my dog off the leash as there aren't 
many people around, and anyway, my dog wouldn't hurt anyone".  
Perhaps the Council Ranger could patrol at these times and caution 
people who are breaking the law on this matter, so they realise that not 
everyone is happy to have an up close and personal relationship with 
someone else's pet.  I have no problem with dogs on leads being on the 
beach. 
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enforcement from Council 

Leash Free areas are a good idea if owners are responsible. What is 
now required is enforcement in other non-leash free parks where dogs 
run rampant such as Centennial Park Cooks Hill. 

enforcement from Council Life guards should enforce 'no dog' rules on beaches 

enforcement from Council 

make it law that all dog owners must pick up and dispose of their 
animals pooh. most dog walkers do this now but some extremely 
inconsiderate people do not. Law enforced and more signage perhaps. 

enforcement from Council 
Maybe you can check that all are microchipped/regestered in that area 
used after a certain age 

enforcement from Council 

More dog catchers/enforcement people around those areas that are not 
ie people often have their dogs off leash at Smith and Richardson and 
Grace Parks. 

enforcement from Council more effort to police owners picking up after dogs! 
enforcement from Council more enforcement on picking up their droppings 

enforcement from Council 
More enforcements for animals being loose in non-leash free areas, this 
is where conflict occurs regularly. 

enforcement from Council 

More needs to be done to police the behavior of humans without dogs 
who litter the dog park. People should be discouraged from picnicking in 
the off leash part of the park as this distracts dogs 

enforcement from Council more policing for the owner's to pick up their mess 

enforcement from Council 
More policing of non leash areas - some dog owners just don't care 
which gives the responsible owners a bad name 

enforcement from Council 
More policing of the areas to catch out the irresponsible owner who does 
not "pick up" after their dog. 

enforcement from Council More Rangers around. 

enforcement from Council 

More rangers should be policing the collection of dog poo and fining 
people around the pathways of Newcastle . These people give all dog 
owners a bad name. 
 
Also dogs off leash roaming in parks have stalked me as a park user 
without a dog; it's only time before someone is attacked. The owners of 
these dogs should be fined. 

enforcement from Council 
More regular ranger visits/presence in parks to issue warnings to owners 
that allow dogs to run unleashed outside of leash free areas 

enforcement from Council 
More stringent fines for those who allow their dogs to run free in the 
suburbs 

enforcement from Council 

Most people I see in parks with dogs are responsible regarding their dog 
droppings but it is still an unacceptable problem- although I don't know 
what else NCC can do other than maybe a couple more dog-poo bins in 
areas that are known to be used and especially if it is set up as leash 
free. Also when we did have a dog and took them to Horse-shoe beach I 
only ever saw a ranger there once in 15 years...so maybe a bit more 
presence would help us slack humans to be reminded to behave more 
responsibly. 
I'm not sure how else to encourage or 'police' it..... 

enforcement from Council 

Much more supervision is required to ensure that dog owners comply 
with the existing(quite liberal) regulations.  
 
Animals to be under control at all times, even when off lead.  
The ever evident problem of dog manure not collected by the owners, or 
deposited by stray dogs, needs attention. 

enforcement from Council NCC rangers be more vigilant and issue fines 
enforcement from Council no except owners must be made responsible 
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enforcement from Council 

Noisy dogs in their own yards in Maryland disturb the peace, daytime & 
night time. Many times the council has been contacted about the 
problem, with no reduction of noise. Council collects money for dog 
licenses, so should ensure owners control the bloody noise they make, 
especially at night. 

enforcement from Council 
owners not picking up droppings in ANY area should be more carefully 
policed. 

enforcement from Council 

Owners should be more accountable for their pets.  They must realise 
that not everyone likes dogs and ensure that the laws are adhered to.  
Rangers should enforce the laws relating to animals and issue fines 
where appropriate.  
 
Proactive enforcement should also be adopted by council. 

enforcement from Council 

Owners who walk their dogs off-leash in NON-leash free areas should 
be far more closely policed. 
 
At one point about 10 years ago, NCC was providing Dog Pooh Bags at 
Nobby's Breakwall then removed the dispenser. Although I realise that it 
is a dog owner's responsibility to clean up after their dog(s) - and I do 
when walking mine in public areas - sometimes people forget to bring 
bags with them. To have access to Dog Pooh bag dispensers that do 
not dispense more than one or two bags at a time would, I believe, 
encourage more dog owners to 'do the right thing'. Failing that, policing 
of and fining for failing to clean up after dogs should be FAR more 
strongly enforced. 

enforcement from Council 

People with dogs are obviously not using the leash free ares there is not 
sufficient enforcement of the law.I think that all people who have dogs 
should have them registered and in that process sign a declaration that 
they know where their leash free areas are. This would give some form 
of accountability.Failing that, considerable fines should apply. If dog 
owners cannot pay fines, then community service should be imposed. 

enforcement from Council 

Perhaps council could consider a zero-tolerance blitz style campaign on 
owners who let their dogs off their leash in public spaces. I would be 
quite happy for Islington park to be a site for a pilot program. 

enforcement from Council 
Personally, I would like to see Council officers check unleashed dogs in 
the designated areas - for the dogs to be microchipped. 

enforcement from Council 

Pet Faeces is an issue, both in parks and footpaths (as well as front 
yardss).  More education of responsibilites (and rights of those afflicted) 
would be good 

enforcement from Council 
Picking up droppings is not enforced in leash free areas particularly 
when the dog runs away from the handler. 

enforcement from Council 

Please enforce dog laws at other parks that do not have leash free 
areas. There have been several incidents at Centennial Park with dogs 
off the lead near childrens playground. 

enforcement from Council police the parks I never see compliance officers 

enforcement from Council Policing of people cleaning up their dog's mess, everywhere 
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enforcement from Council Possibly more public notice's and additional payrols by Rangers. 

enforcement from Council 
Prosecute owners more diligenrtly, esp where dog droppings are left 
unattended 

enforcement from Council 

pushing the point that dogs remain on lead in on lead areas ie islington 
park near kids swings and that whole side of islington park. Put signs up 
issue fines make the park safer for children and people with dogs on 
leash as a result. also enforce fines for dog waste infringements 

enforcement from Council 

Rangers need to patrol areas like Bathers Way and Fernleigh Track. 
Poo bag facilities. 
Fenced ares with small dog exercise times. 

enforcement from Council 

Rangers should be fostered on to ensure compliance. There is only one 
ranger on weekends and they NEVER patrol Stockton Beach. 
Consequently there are up to 10 uncontrolled dogs along the flagged 
area of the beach as everyone knows that you can't get a ranger over 
here: Council has become a joke in Stockton with their "non-
appearance). Dogs run rampart, deficating, fighting and causing a 
nuisance ALL the time, causing much conflict. 

enforcement from Council 
rangers to check owners clean up their dog faeces placing fines for 
those who do not. put signs up in parks telling of fines. 

enforcement from Council Rules should be enforced. 

enforcement from Council 

See my earlier comment.  Restrict 'dangerous' breeds (so that those 
who buy them know the limits) and let the others run free.  But make 
sure you have hard data to back up the 'dangerous' tag. 

enforcement from Council 

So far so good. As a cooks hill resident the balance is just right although 
I think owners should be fined more heavily for walking dogs off the lead 
in non designated areas, it's plain irresponsible and dangerous 

enforcement from Council 

Some more policeing of the beaches, in particular Stockton beach where 
dogs run free between the hours of 6am & 8 am with most of the owners 
not doing the responsible thing as far as doggie droppings are 
concerned, I believe leaving it up to the tide is not the answer, and there 
are health risks involved. 

enforcement from Council start to fine people for not picking up the droppings in both areas 

enforcement from Council stricter regulation of owners picking up poo. more poo bag dispensers 

enforcement from Council 

Take more action on people not picking up dog droppings. The usual 
strategy from these people is to walk the dogs in the dark, early morning 
or later evening so they won't be seen ignoring their dog's droppings. 
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enforcement from Council 

The biggest problem I have found is that people do not clean up after 
dogs on Horseshoe Beach. I think if you put a couple of rangers there, 
more of less 100% of the time, who were willing to enforce the rules and 
fine people who didn't pick up, their salaries would be covered by the 
fines, especially at weekends and late afternoons. But you would 
possibly need two rangers to cope with those who tried to 'do a runner' 
or refused to cooperate. Possibly it would become public knowledge 
after a time, so that the number of fines fell, but then they could be 
tasked to visit at random times (say, a 15 minute patrol a few times a 
day). I think that most users would welcome this as it would make the 
beach a much nicer place for everyone. There may be other parks they 
could visit as well, though I haven't noticed any as bad as Horseshoe. 

enforcement from Council 

The Council should be commended on its proactive role in providing 
additional and numerous leash free areas for sociable companion 
animals. Signs outlining the conditions of use should be (if not already) 
displayed at all such facilities and a phone number and web address 
contact should be included at the bottom of the sign for reference for any 
information about them or concerns by users. All dog owners should be 
made aware on a regular basis ot their responsibilities to keep dogs on 
leash other than in generously provided off leash areas. Five yearly 
reviews of systems and facilities should be incorporated into 
management plans (Council that is). At least annually any person seen 
with a dog off a leash in public streets or non-designated areas should 
be provided with the booklet 'Off Leash Areas' and a warning. 
Subsequently heavy fines should be issued. Heavy fines should also be 
mandatory for owners/handlers who do not clean up after their animals. 
Please not- a prining error underneath Pit St Reserve map on page 9 of 
the booklet provided - this should be fixed for subsequent print runs. 

enforcement from Council 

there is a distinct lack of enforcement in this area. many dog owners are 
irresponsible because they get away with letting their dogs and other 
domestic pets loose. 
marauding cats are a serious issue here too. what does NCC do about 
cats? our native fauna suffer because of pet owners' neglect. 

enforcement from Council 

There is a high level of non-compliance with dogs being kept under 
control in public areas. The idea of dogs being allowed into outside 
dining areas is also not work. It is dangerous to have children squeezing 
past dogs in Darby Street. It is only a matter of time before there is a 
serious injury. 

enforcement from Council 

There is a need to monitor restrictions along Honeysuckle/Linwood - the 
walkway is increasingly popular, especially on the weekend with cyclists, 
walkers, people with strollers etc - and many people are tempted to give 
their dog a free run particularly along the water's edge. 

enforcement from Council 

There is no need to provide additional off-leash areas in Newcastle.  
There needs to be more enforcement in the use of leads in all public 
areas that are not off-leash areas - in particular Fernleigh Track and the 
foreshore to avoid accidents between cyclists, joggers, pedestrians and 
dogs. 

enforcement from Council 

Without being too critical we rate payers would like to see our rangers 
getting more exercise and inspecting parks and streets to enforce the 
regulations on foot. A drive through King Edward is not satisfactory in a 
rate payer funded MV 
Rangers need to not work public service hour and be fair to all. eg 
Check out Civic Park early in the mornings and our streets on dusk. 
Dogs are registered and have addresses, Not too hard to work out 
where to observe potential infringements!!!!! 
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enforcement from Council 
Would probably like to see more policing or raised awareness relating to 
owners picking up after their dogs. 

enforcement from Council 

Yes - step up enforcement activity to ensure that dog owners clean up 
after their animals, restraing them properly, and keep them away from 
other park users merely minding their own business. 

facilities improvements A fence around Islington leash free area would be good. Thanks 

facilities improvements 

A significant % of Australian dog owners seem to often preference large 
scary breeds of dogs.  I only use areas when no-one else is using them 
or only small dogs are present and immediately leave if a big dog 
arrives. 
 
I think you will find a significant number of people that use alternative 
areas to exercise their dogs, do so for the same reasons. 
 
Rather than simply fining people for having dogs off-leash, I think it 
would be more valuable to spend resources on education campaigns 
about responsible dog ownership.  And I seriously question whether the 
RSPCA should be releasing so many big scary breeds into the 
community. 
 
I would also like to see the dog exercise areas & their access areas 
better maintained to eliminate thorny weeds. 

facilities improvements 
Accessible tidy bags not only indesignated leasefree areas would be 
beneficial 

facilities improvements Again, more bins and bags would be helpful. Thanks 

facilities improvements 

All dogs off leash areas should be fenced. People wishing to walk dogs 
on the pathways, road, cycleways etc should be on a leash. 
 
Dogs on cycleways are not always on a leash. Children walking or riding 
bikes or scooters are in danger of these dogs running around. 

facilities improvements All leash free areas should be fenced, no exceptions. 

facilities improvements 

All should be fenced and all dogs under owner's control and any 
untrained dogs should be excluded.  The owners should also be obliged 
to pick up after their dogs (not take their dogs into the bush and walk 
away) and there should be receptacles provided. 

facilities improvements 

Anywhere that is dedicated dog off leash should be a 'full' location eg if a 
beach HAS to be off leash then needs to be well signposted to stop 
people walking into it accidentally and needs to be a beach that is not a 
great swimming beach and the whole beach dedicated to dogs off leash.  
Parks with playgrounds should not be off leash. Parks with sporting 
facilities should not be off leash when they are/may be used for sporting 
activities. 

facilities improvements 

As before - additional off-leash beach space to take the pressure off 
horseshoe beach and prevent the drive to Redhead Beach. 
Better amenities at off-leash dark parks e.g. water tap and concrete bowl 
in the off-leash area, where dogs can access. 
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facilities improvements 

As the owner of a ridiculously curious Labrador I would love to see some 
more fenced leash free areas. It reduces the worry about him finding 
himself on a road while he's tracking down a scent! 

facilities improvements 

Better amenities at off-leash dog areas.  At Nesca Park there are over 
12 dogs and their owners between 4pm and 7pm on any given evening.  
We all know each other now and everyone belives that if there was 
seating for owners and water available for the dogs, it would make for a 
better experience. 
 
Most dog owners do the right thing and their dogs are well socialised.  
Off-leash areas are an important resource for dog owners to socialise 
their dogs and also a great opportunity to meet people. 

facilities improvements 
Bin, shade/shelter and seating facilities are desirable at designated off-
leash locations. 

facilities improvements 

Bins and doggy poo bags should be provided. Large areas providing 
enough space for busy times. In my opinion this helps minimise conflict 
between dogs. 

facilities improvements Bins being provided with poo bags at lots of parks and along sidewalks. 

facilities improvements 

Bins to enable safe and quick disposal of faecus would be excellent in 
all spots.   
 
Signage to indicate where leash free areas are so the non-dog owners 
are aware that dogs are allowed would be great - not sure of the degree 
of signage currently. 
 
Publish leash free areas in Star/Post/Website and in Council News to 
advise people of facilities, promote with heart health issues - get out and 
get healthy with your pooch etc. 
 
Space - adequate for a few dogs to run around.  Trying to squeeze a 
number into a small park does not work so well.  Open hours for doggy 
time is good but if citizens are anti this perhaps more dog areas could be 
made available in hours that are less busy ie no football match so befor 
9am and after 3pm or similar - allowing more access for dogs. 

facilities improvements Brisbane has some great fenced off lead areas. 

facilities improvements 

Burwood Beach is now used by dog owners & they use it responsibly. 
This area does not have much bather traffic & dogs would not be 
offensive 

facilities improvements 
Burwood beach via murdering gully road available 24hrs.... 
Perfect!!! 

facilities improvements 

Consider it is imperative that owners adhere to rules regarding on/off 
lead.  
 
Also, consider it imperative owners are responoisble for ensuring waste 
from their animals is collected in appropriate plastic bags and disposed 
of either in their own garbage bins or any provided by Council. Too often 
are paths, etc fouled by dog waste. and owners ignore the need for 
cleaning up after their dogs.  
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Would like to see many 'doggie doo' bags dispensers along regular trails 
and public walkways as well as designated bins for disposal of 'doggie 
doo' bags. 

facilities improvements 

Consider it is imperative that owners adhere to rules regarding on/off 
lead.  
 
Also, consider it imperative owners are responoisble for ensuring waste 
from their animals is collected in appropriate plastic bags and disposed 
of either in their own garbage bins or any provided by Council. Too often 
are paths, etc fouled by dog waste. and owners ignore the need for 
cleaning up after their dogs.  
 
Would like to see many 'doggie doo' bags dispensers along regular trails 
and public walkways as well as designated bins for disposal of 'doggie 
doo' bags. 

facilities improvements 
Council bins for doggy waste would be something that could be installed 
in these areas 

facilities improvements 

council could erect some poles on horeshoe beach up in the back with 
hooks on them so peolpe could hand there towls and clothes so the dog 
dont piss on them,as this beach is used by young kids and familys and 
this is one problem i have seen over the summer months when i have 
been in there. 

facilities improvements 

doggy poop bags should be provided and bins to put them in. 
 
It should be mandatory to pick up after your dog. 
Need a newsletter for dog owners to let them know of off leash areas 
and to advise ideas for preventing conflict with leashed dogs. 

facilities improvements 

dogs are a wonderful companion for residents particularly given the 
ageing population. With the increasing trend towards denser population 
settlement the need for areas to exercise th dogs fully will increase, and 
therefore leash free areas probably areas probably need to be 
increased. Provided these areas are properly managed, and public 
safety is assured, these much needed areas should be provided. 

facilities improvements dogs need some free time & space to run 

facilities improvements 
Dogs that exhibit any aggressive behaviour to other dogs or people 
should be banned from leash free areas, and preferably muzzled. 

facilities improvements Don't really like the idea of beaches being leash free areas. 

facilities improvements 

Drinking bowl near by for dogs. 
Regular emptying of the bins. 
Extend the Dixon Park dog area and time to at least 10am 

facilities improvements 

Ensuring that there are adequate bins for disposing of dog poo would be 
great as owners need encouragement to remove the waste from the 
park.  
I have not commented on the agility equipment as we don't use it. 

facilities improvements 

Extend the leash-free areas to include morning and evening hours.  
Dogs behave better when they are properly socialised with other dogs 
(which they can only do off-lead), and owners get a bit of exercise and 
some companionship from other owners. Dog parks are wonderful 
community-builders, and they are relatively cheap for the social and 
physical & mental health benefits they provide to members of the 
community.  If there are enough places around that have evening hours 
as well as morning hours, the incidence of dogs being off lead in non-
designated areas will decrease. 
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facilities improvements 

fence between horseshoe beach and nobbys breakwall and the park to 
make it clear where the leashfree area finishes. 
glenrock should not be a dog area at all 

facilities improvements 

Fine people who have agressive dogs that attack other dogs 
unprovoked. - Have signs up warning people of this. 
 
Provide a bin at the eastern end of Horse Shoe Beach for dog poo. 
Install a hand held shower (cold water only is fine) at Horse Shoe Beach 
to rinse pets. 

facilities improvements 

First of all a dog must be trusted by their owner, not to bite people or to 
attack other dogs, and within a free area of dogs being on or off leads, 
there should be a fenced area for small dogs only. 

facilities improvements 

Give us more bins.  Make the law possible for cafes to have puppy 
facilities.  In Melbourne you can go do doggy cafes and sit with your 
dogs and have a cappucino and they can have a dogocino. 

facilities improvements Good signage and dog poo bag stations and disposal units 

facilities improvements 
Have bins with doggy-doo bags at the main entrances to these areas 
(eg. on the side near car parks) 

facilities improvements 

I do not have a dog, because I live in the inner city (no place for animals) 
but I love dogs - and do not have a problem with the existing leach free 
areas - as long as the owners are responsible: that means removing dog 
poop and ensuring their dogs are on a leach entering and leaving the 
area. I often walk the Breakwater and enjoy seeing them running free at 
Horsehoe & top of King Edward park - but very frequently the 
Breakwater has dogs off leash. 
 
I live in this area and have NEVER seen this "rule" enforced. 
So suggestions: 
* enforce the rules  
* put more closed dog poop bins (it falls through the ones on the 
Breakwater)along coastal walkways 

facilities improvements 

I don't know how you make the slack owners more responsible for 
picking up after their dogs. Worse, if you confront these people, they get 
very nasty. Maybe random webcam coverage? Or shame photos? 
 
The dog poop around Lambton is getting worse! I really don't 
understand why, it's not hard to pick up. 
More bins? 

facilities improvements 

I don't know whether they are provided or not, but I think a stand of 
some kind with disposable bags might be an incentive for owners to 
clean up after their pets. 

facilities improvements 

I don't object to any dogs being let loose in parks as long as the owners 
control their dogs and are responsible for picking up after them. I do 
object to dogs being on public beaches eg Nobbys as owners don't 
control them, and for health reasons with children. Horse shoe beach is 
ok for them. 

facilities improvements 

I find it really strange that the ballast Ground stockton Off Leash Area is 
not fenced as it is right beside Fullerton St (the main rd), If I owned a 
dog I would not let it off leash in this area! too dangerous for the dog. I 
have frequently been to an O.L.A in Brisbane which is fully fenced, has 
undercover seating area for both humans and dogs and has agility 
equipment, they really seem to care about the amenity for all, users of 
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the park even have christmas parties for themselves and their dogs and 
have created calendars featuring the dogs. 

facilities improvements 
I have read about dog playgrounds with exercise equipment etc and 
thiink these might be an idea worth extending in Newcastle. 

facilities improvements 

I see an improvement in behaviour of dogs and their owners with off 
leash park areas where community has developed.  The issue of dog 
faeces still needs to be better addressed.  Beaches, other than 
Horseshoe Beach, must be kept dog free.  To have a second area (Spit 
Beach) so close to Horseshoe Beach is ridiculous and unnecessary.  
The dog owners even leave faeces on the breakwater!  People need to 
know they can walk without watching for faeces. 

facilities improvements 

i think a couple or at least one ocean beach area could be added to the 
dog exercise areas such as susan gilmore or as stated earlier the beach 
in front of nobbys light----susan gilmore has been a dog beach for most 
of the time ( twenty years ) i have been taking my dog ( dogs) down 
there and i have never seen one problem with other beach users down 
there 

facilities improvements 

I think dogs on the beach should be highly discouraged. They can have 
the dog beach near Nobbys, but be fined for being on undesignated 
beaches. They really do make beaches more unsafe and unsanitary. 

facilities improvements I think fenced in areas would be great with seating and bar-b q areas 

facilities improvements 

I think it is excellent you are looking at more recreation area's for dogs, 
it's awesome, thanks and I think having the parks fenced helps in the 
safety of everyone involved the dogs, owners and possibly the cars as 
puppies have to start somewhere and having a safe environment where 
dogs and their owners can interact. 

facilities improvements 

I think it might be possible to specify certain areas as leash free at 
certain times only - for example before 9am on weekdays parks are 
unlikely to have children in them etc. In my experience most dog owners 
are responsible and do not let their dogs off the lead unless they know 
they can control them by voice. 

facilities improvements I think that leash free areas, as a general rule should be fenced in. 

facilities improvements 

I think we need more off leash areas across Newcastle as well as more 
bins to deposit the dog's waste - will ensure cleaner areas for all.  
Heavier fines should/ must be imposed for those who dont remove their 
dogs waste. 

facilities improvements 

I would like to comment about Nesca park specifically: 
 
This is a great space that is heavily used as leash free. However there is 
insufficient shade and the only water tap in the park is attached to a 
derelict toilet that is located technically outside of the leash free area. In 
addition the bin in the park is in poor condition and often full to 
overflowing. Before we introduce more leash free areas I would ask that 
council looks to improve the basic facilities at existing leash free areas 
and specifically Nesca Park. 

facilities improvements 

I would like to see areas designated for small to medium and large dogs 
as separate. I would also like to have more fenced areas as many parks 
are near roads and the trafffic continues to increase. 
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facilities improvements 

I would like to see as many off leash areas as possible being fully 
fenced. 
I would also love to see poo bags provided and better water supply. 
I think Newcastle City Council does a great job with off leash areas.  
Well done. 

facilities improvements 

I would like to see bins at all entries and exits to the dog parks.  I would 
also like to see better fences at the North/West end of Islington dog park 
as this area is very close to Maitland road and on several occassions I 
have seen over-excited dogs getting very close to busy traffic. 

facilities improvements 

I WOULD LOVE TO SEE A PARK OR AREA IN MULTIPLE 
LOCATIONS ACROSS NEWCASLE THAT IS FULLY FENCED 
PROVIDE BENCH SEATING FOR OWNERS TREES AND WATER 
AND DOGGY GARBAGES MY DOG GETS SO EXCITED OFF LEAD 
HE RUNS TO PLAY AND HAS RUN ON THE ROAD THAT IS WHY i 
DONT LET HIM OFF I AM SURE ALSO THAT PEOPLE OUT WALKING 
NEAR OFF LEASH AREAS WOULD FEEL SAFER. 

facilities improvements 

if there were more beach options people with small dogs could enjoy 
beach leash free areas without the concern of larger dogs in a 
congested area eg horseshoe  - we all need to be aware to 'pick up after 
our dog'  - i am however the are still individuals that dont - council 
should keep 'drumming it in' through their 'thick heads'. 

facilities improvements 
in all areas for dogs, either on or off leads i think it would be a good idea 
for there to be more bins and attached to them have dog bags for poo 

facilities improvements 

Islington Park off leash dog park is a very popular park locally, with peak 
times in the morning and at night. However, in the winter it is dark before 
most people get a chance to walk their dogs. A great improvement for 
that park would be better lighting particularly on the creek side away 
from private houses. 

facilities improvements 

It is difficult to put obedience restrictions, as these would be impossible 
to enforce, therefore the need for some remoteness. The areas need to 
be well defined so there is no question of someone happening into one 
of these areas without their knowledge. 

facilities improvements 

It is great to see the extent to which people are picking up after their 
dogs but there is still room for improvement. Perhaps additional signage 
and bins.  It gets to over flow at Horseshoe Beach at times! 

facilities improvements 

It would be good to have a fenced park especially for when dogs are 
young and are learning to operate off leash. 
Also making sure there are bins to make it easy for the dog droppings to 
be disposed of. 

facilities improvements 

It would be helpful if Council provided more wase bins near leash free 
parks and on major dog walking routes. We would hope this would 
reduce the amount of litter around. It would also be nice to not have to 
carry bags of poo around for miles and miles until I reach a bin. Many 
Councils also provide free poo bags. 

facilities improvements 

It would be terrific to have a designated small dog section fenced off in 
leash-free zones, particularly Islington Park, or a whole leash-free area 
set aside for smaller dogs. 

facilities improvements 

making degradable plastic bags available at the off leash areas to 
encourage owners to clean up after their dogs. we always clean up after 
our dog because of environmental implications and aesthetic reasons 
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yet we never seem to see other owners do the same. Is there a penalty 
for this? I'm not sure, but there should be if there isn't. 

facilities improvements 

minimize lease free areas. Lease free areas generally useless for small 
dogs as they get attacked by larger dogs. People in city areas should 
not buy large dogs. 

facilities improvements More bins and more frequent emptying of bin at Horseshoe beach 

facilities improvements More bins should be provided. 

facilities improvements More dog faeces bins in public areas 

facilities improvements 

More dog waste bins. 
Signs advertising/informing the rights and responsibilities of owners and 
other users. 
Many non-dog owners do not know they are in a leash free area. Where 
they expect no contact with the dog, there are no perfect dogs. 

facilities improvements 
more doggie bag posts----particularly between Bar Beach and 
Merewether 

facilities improvements More doggy bag locations/dispensers. 

facilities improvements 

More places for the dogs to drink from, and many more areas around 
Newcastle where dog poo disposal bags and bins like in Sydney and 
other NSW towns. 

facilities improvements More plastic bag dispenses at park entry points. 

facilities improvements more 'poo' bins or publicity campaign re picking up after your dog. 

facilities improvements More recaptacles for refuse bags 

facilities improvements 

My main points are: 
 
1. We need more leash-free facilities for dog owners; it shouldn't be 
about non-dog child families fighting dog-owners but rather about 
facilitating both park users. 
2. Time restrictions should apply to beach leash-free areas in any city 
beaches and not be near swimming areas. 
3. Particularly in smaller parks, fenced off leash-free areas make sense. 
4. Children play areas should be fenced off too and no dogs allowed 
inside. This would particularly help when a dog owner is not abiding by 
the rules. 
5. Much more needs to be done to enforce the rules. A complete culture 
change is needed by a lot of dog owners and unfortunately there are 
some that have no regard for those who are concerned for the safety of 
their children and fines and possibly dog expounding will be the only 
option to get them to change their attitude. 
6. I also think there needs to be a much better system for reporting 
breeches of the rules and regulations. A 13 or 1300 number needs to be 
provided which is clearly displayed around ALL park. Better signage of 
the rules needs to be provided so dog owners are all aware of the rule, 
any time restrictions and fines involved. It should not have to be a 
lengthy call to report an off leash dog and the response by council needs 
to be swift. It should also be a dawn to dusk 7 days a week service. 

facilities improvements need more doggy do bins in all areas whether on or off leads 
facilities improvements need to provide more poo receptacles and water taps for dogs to use 



Off Leash Areas, Report Appendixes, August 2011 Page 110 of 110 

facilities improvements 
No dogs on the beaches please and keep dogs on their leads as much 
as possible. 

facilities improvements 
No.  
P.S. Definitely no unleashed dogs in King Edward Park. 

facilities improvements 
No. However I would like their to be dog waste disposal bin bags 
available in Newcastle such as unleashed and walking paths. 

facilities improvements off leash areas and childrens playgrounds should not be mixed 

facilities improvements 

Off leash areas are an important part of our family life and we strongly 
support them.  
 
The Adamstown west park could do with having an additional bin.. 

facilities improvements 

Perhaps segretation of sizing of dogs will help - I dont use the leash free 
areas normally as there are too many big dogs.  Could there be leash 
free areas for smaller breeds and then one for the larger breeds? 

facilities improvements 

Placement of additional doggy bag bins beyond these areas - in my 
experience, too many owners bag the 'doings' but don't bin the bag 
seemingly because there is nowhere appropriate to do so and they are 
not willing to take the bag home. 

facilities improvements 

Placement of bins for dog poo. A few more fenced areas - especially at 
Adamstown where the dogs might be inclined to chase the motor bikes 
at the training school. I'm sure that dog owners would be willing to 
contribute to the cost of fencing, especially those training dogs to sit and 
stay, or to come only when called 

facilities improvements 

Places in leash free areas for people to access plastic bags to clean up 
droppings as per Port Stephens council. 
 
Drinking facilities for dogs especially in Summer 

facilities improvements 

Please ensure that designated off leash areas, such as Upper Reserve, 
are not used as car parks for the touch football fields. During summer it 
is difficult to use this area because Council has not fenced the area from 
the heavily traficked Lake Road and it is also used as a shortcut to the 
local street. Poor recreation planning has contributed to this issue and it 
forces people to walk their dogs in areas that are not off leash. 

facilities improvements 

Please make sure you have a bin for the poos from the dogs. I have only 
just got a dog and did not know that there were dog parks at all, I only 
new about Carrington thru my daughter-in-law. 

facilities improvements 
Please provide dog-style drinking fountains in all off leash parks and 
also addition of rolls of bags would be welcomed 

facilities improvements 

Please provide more facilities for collection of dog poo bags.I use 
islimgton park all the time but there is only one bin at one end and three 
entrances to the area. 
 
There needs to be more bins generally in these areas. 
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facilities improvements 

Poo bags that are biodegradable at each off leash location with 
additional bins would make it better for all users. Water supply and such 
as taps for washing hands and dog water would be great! 

facilities improvements 

Poop bags and bins should be provided in each leash free area and 
people fined if they don't pick up after their dog. I've recently had to have 
my faithful Boxer put to sleep and I regularly used the park at Tighs Hill 
for him to have a good run, there's nothing worse than standing in dogs 
poo that some thoughtless person has left behind. 
 
Information could be included with rates notices and given to all the local 
schools to educate the children and inform parents. 

facilities improvements 

Prefer that beaches are not off leash areas. While I'm sure most pet 
owners clean up after their dogs - unfortunately many dont - and I'm not 
sure that having off leash areas on beaches is the best thing for the 
environment 

facilities improvements 
provide bags for disposal of puppy poo and make sure there are 
adequate garbage bins for disposal in vicinity 

facilities improvements 
Provide more dog poo bins & public info (promotions) to explain that dog 
poo in the street washes into waterways & ends up in the ocean 

facilities improvements 
provide plastic bags and dog bins (if you don't already) and do DNA 
tests on poo to minimise little surprises. 

facilities improvements 

Providing more possibilities / opportunities in western Newcastle. It 
appears to me that council expenditure and resourcing is heavily 
weighted towards beach and inner suburb areas. With little invested in 
suburbs such as Elermore Vale. Council needs to ensure there is a 
more equitible distribution of recreation facilities through out each 
suburb, not forgeting the western suburbs (Elermore Vale).  
 
Controlling the weeds in reserves such as Aires Way so that these areas 
can be utilised for passive recreation. With more options for people there 
will be less potential for conflict. 

facilities improvements put some poop bags in the leash free parks like is done in Sydney 

facilities improvements 

Rangers need to patrol areas like Bathers Way and Fernleigh Track. 
Poo bag facilities. 
Fenced ares with small dog exercise times. 

facilities improvements 

remember that dogs are usually attached to owners. The leash free area 
in King Edward park is often maintained / mowed less than the other 
areas in the park. It and other leash free areas should be maintained at 
the same standard as the remaining park areas. 

facilities improvements 
return of doggy do bags and disposal units would be great in desinated 
areas 

facilities improvements 

spaces need to be bigger for dogs to play. Have you been to the Gold 
Coast fenced parks. There are many of them. Some with community 
gardens in them. Large dogs play differently to little dogs just like 
children. 
As 60% of households have dogs as pets there are a lot of people 
interested in this and would be a willing group of volunters 
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facilities improvements 

Suggest that dogs be allowed off lead in certain on lead areas at specific 
times, eg. before 6.30am. 
 
Before my 2 dogs dies of old age, I used to take them for a walk at 6am 
every morning from Newcomen Street to Horseshoe Beach.  It was only 
at that point that I was 'allowed' to let them off their lead. Restraining 2 
strong Weimeraners through all the parks (and exciting smells) to 
Horseshoe Beach was very difficult.  Very, very seldom did I meet 
anyone at that time of the morning.  It would have been great if the 
foreshore parks had been leash free until, say 6.30 when people start to 
comeout of their homes.  How about leash free but with a muzzle on? 

facilities improvements 
Taps for water, bins for poo and thats for all parks, and maybe more 
agility equipment in all dog parks. 

facilities improvements 

The off lead area at Islington Park is close to were i live however i don't 
use it much as it is open to the river/drain. 
 
My dog loves the water and will end up in the river and then can't get up 
the steep and slippery sides. He also got washed down the creek once 
by a wave that came up when the tide changed.  
 
This means I can't use this area - it would be great to have the creek 
fenced. 

facilities improvements 
The provision of rubbish bins and biodegradable bags to assist owners 
to pick up after their dogs in all leash free areas. 

facilities improvements 
The supply of agility  functions and plenty of dog poo containers will 
make  the use of these off-lease areas more enjoyable for all. 

facilities improvements 

The water tap at Dixon Park needs to be within the designated off leash 
area as the dogs naturally head there when they have been running 
around.  The area is hardly used other than by dog owners as there is 
plenty of other space for picnics etc so it should be all day off leash.  
There is nothing else within walking distance for us and it is still quite a 
long walk.  Alternatively set hours at Gibbs Brothers Oval. 

facilities improvements 

There need to be more areas that are leash free so that people can walk 
to these areas and not have to drive, wasting time and polluting the 
environment. People need to be responsible and only take their animals 
off the leash if they have a good temperament 

facilities improvements 

there need to be more bins placed to envourage people to clean up after 
their dogs, possibly some more free bags as well. Better water services-
like permenment waterbowls such as lake mac have in some places. 

facilities improvements 
There needs to be lot more bins available for dog owners to place the 
dog poop. 

facilities improvements 

There should be a local leash free area within walking distance of ALL 
residential areas ie within existing parks & reserves to cater for the high 
level of dog ownership. 

facilities improvements 

There should be more bins available for dog owners to dispose of dog 
poo in popular walking areas such as the Foreshore. I am sick of me 
and my children having to dodge dog poo. Maybe the bins would 
encourage more dog owners to be more considerate of other walkers 

facilities improvements 
There should be taps available for owners to be able to give their dogs a 
drink of water. 

facilities improvements 
These areas should be fenced in as it is a concern when there are small 
children and babies in surrounding areas. 
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facilities improvements 

THROSBY CREEK PROVIDES A GREAT AREA FOR DOGS AND 
HORSHOE DOES TOO...THEY LOVE THE WATER AND IT ALLOWS 
OWNERS TO GET EXERCISE AT THE SAME TIME AS WELL AS 
INTERACT WITH OTHER OWNERS. IF THERE ARE ANY OTHER 
AREAS THAT HAVE WATER AVAILABLE COUNCIL SHOULD 
CONSIDER THEM. IT IS FAR BETER TO HAVE MORE OFF LEASH 
AREAS AVAILABLE SO THAT PEOPLE DO NOT HAVE TO RESORT 
TO TAKING THEIR DOGS TO AREAS THAT ARE NOT. 

facilities improvements 

Times of day don't help but i would like to see a better campaine for how 
to be responsible owner of a dog so that people know how they are to 
behave. I would also llike to see more bins and bag dispensers for dog 
waste. 

facilities improvements 

Unfortunately it always boils down to commonsense and courtesy. Even 
if one party observes both, others often dont. 
I am particularly annoyed at the change of tap on horseshoe beach as I 
was able to take a short length hose on a tap fitting with me and easily 
rinse sand off both myself and my dog before getting back in the car as 
well as filling a water bowl. I frequently offered its use to other beach 
users, often families with small children as well as dogs.I dont see the 
difference between usage in that manner and free showers across the 
park on Nobbies beach or taps and hose pipes on boat ramps for gutting 
fish. Fair is fair. 

facilities improvements Very early mornings - beach access 

facilities improvements 

What about some doggie poo bag holders? These are everywhere in 
Sydney. Worst part of off leash is that the owners never see when their 
dog leaves dog poo. Disgusting. Non dog owners cant stand this aspect 
- but generally do enjoy patting dogs. 

facilities improvements 

Where is Michael Street reserve, Lambton?  Do you mean Pilkington 
Street reserve, North Lambton?  I assume you do and have answered 
accordingly. 

facilities improvements 

With the use of Horseshoe Beach as a leash free area, it seems 
unnecessary to use the clean and picturesque northern end of Nobby's 
Beach. 
 
There needs to be more garbage bins around all recreational areas. This 
gives users the chance to help keep their parks etc clean and 
encourages dog owners to collect and dispose of dog poo, as most 
people would like to dispose of any collected dog poo, quickly, and not 
have to carry it around for longer than necessary. 

facilities improvements 

would like more bins to dispose of poo - mainly at lambton park .. or 
maybe worm farms that act as pet poo converters? i see many bags with 
poo in them left at the park because people try & do the right thing but 
have no bins. 

facilities improvements 

Wouldn't go to unleashed areas because of insecurity and fear of being 
attacked. 
Keep dogs away from beaches during summer period. 
I care about dogs but I believe to have them running around at 
Horseshoe Beach is not good for visitors to the town. 

facilities improvements 

Yes!   
*  Dog water bowls in all parks(see Brisbane Council website) 
*  Shelter for dog owners, from sun and rain 
*  Seat or benches for dog owners 
*  Fenced off area for small dogs 
*  Use of beaches in the Merewether area to walk dog, during very early 
morning and late afternoon/early evening. 
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facilities improvements 

Your time restriction on the leash free area at Dixon Park is a joke. To 
restrict dogs after 9 am is illogical on week-days. It would seem that 
there would be less conflict with Park users if the leash free area was 
restricted BEFORE 9am rather than after 9am. I have a friend who is 
retired and forced to use the area especially in winter months at a time 
which is unsuitable. The park is deserted after 9am when people have 
gone to work and children to school. The restriction is just another 
example of the 'Fun Police' exerting their authority with no apparent 
logic. It almost turns into the Keystone Cops we see the dog catcher 
parked adjacent to Merewether Baths spying on people who dare 
exercise their animals in a deserted park after the specified time of 9am. 

owner's responsibility 

Apart from abandoned dogs I find most concerning those that are never 
walked being confined to small yards. A rotweiller nearby is never 
walked by owners, another two if walked I've never seen - they go off 
their heads when passing. I restrict our walks to local areas as a non-
driver so should a friend take us to beach areas it is a rare treat. 

owner's responsibility 

As a regular beach user I find dogs and their thoughtless owners 
particularly offensive when they do not pick up their "mess", they 
presume that others want their dog encroaching on the eating area of 
others and that other people who go to the beach for relaxation do not 
find the manic barking of their dog amusing. 

owner's responsibility 

As a regular user of some of council's shared paths as a cyclist, it is 
common problem having other users of the path not having their dogs 
on a leash. This is a problem as a dog doesn't know to keep left. 

owner's responsibility As long as all the dog owners pick up their doggies waste. 

owner's responsibility 

As long as dog owners understand that they need to keep control of 
their dog if they're aggressive (which most people already do) then leash 
free areas work well. It stops non-dog owners from abusing dog owners 
for not having your dog on a lead, even if they are well behaved. 

owner's responsibility As long as the people with dogs pick up the mess dogs leave. 

owner's responsibility 
As stated so long as in the designated areas the owners are still 
'responsible' owners than I guess that is OK. 

owner's responsibility 
better supervision of pets by owners with regard to picking up animal 
droppings 

owner's responsibility 
Biggest problem is dogs off their leash in areas that are not off leash 
areas. 

owner's responsibility 

Consider it is imperative that owners adhere to rules regarding on/off 
lead.  
 
Also, consider it imperative owners are responoisble for ensuring waste 
from their animals is collected in appropriate plastic bags and disposed 
of either in their own garbage bins or any provided by Council. Too often 
are paths, etc fouled by dog waste. and owners ignore the need for 
cleaning up after their dogs.  
 
Would like to see many 'doggie doo' bags dispensers along regular trails 
and public walkways as well as designated bins for disposal of 'doggie 
doo' bags. 

owner's responsibility 

Consideration should be given to people using leash free areas even 
though they don't have a dog. The areas should be patrolled and a 
penalty given for dogs not being handled properly. Also a penalty for not 
cleaning up and removing their doggy-do. 
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owner's responsibility 
Dog owners need to remember - not everyone loves their dog as much 
as they do. 

owner's responsibility 
Dog owners need to take responsibility for cleaning up after their 
animals. 

owner's responsibility 

Dog owners need to take responsiblity for their pets, not the council. 
Australia is not a very dog friendly country, dogs are certainly not treated 
like a mans best friend as they are in UK. You can't even have your dog 
in an outer area near food. There was a time I used to enjoy coffee with 
my friends sat outside in the seating areas of a cafe and now we're not 
allowed. Fun police everywhere 

owner's responsibility Dog owners should always carry a doggy bag. 

owner's responsibility 

Dog owners understanding that not all people appreciate their dogs 
running up to other walkers and licking their hand. 
 
Dog owners being mindful that picking up their dog poo is good but to 
throw the bag of poo in the next set of bushes they pass is not 
acceptable. 

owner's responsibility 
dog should be treated as animals. cats should not be allowed to roam 
free either 

owner's responsibility 
Dogs in leash free areas tend to be well and socialised well adjusted. 
Leash free dogs in other areas are more likely to be dangerous. 

owner's responsibility 

Dogs of the leash in suburban areas are a bloody menace to pedestrian 
safety - especially for those of us getting on in years who still want to 
walk. 

owner's responsibility Dogs off leads and pedestrians particularly older people do not mix. 

owner's responsibility 
Dogs off leash in a park reserve or beach, with children,  babies, and 
picnickers is a recipe for problems. 

owner's responsibility 
Dogs off the lead are not the only problem. I believe we have a more 
important issue relating to owners not cleaning up after their dogs 

owner's responsibility Dogs on leads are fine. Off scary. 

owner's responsibility Dogs should be on leads 

owner's responsibility 

dogs should be on leads. There are many poorly skilled dog owners with 
dangerous,disobedient dogs. People need to keep leads on there 
animals, for everyones safet. 

owner's responsibility 

Dogs should be under the positive control of their owners even when in 
leash free areas and not allowed to create a nuisance for other people. 
Dog owners must clean up any dog droppings that may occur, even in 
leash free areas. 

owner's responsibility 
dogs should not be of  their leads unless in a lead free areas in any 
park, reserve or beach. 

owner's responsibility 

Dogs should not be given leash free areas near beaches, parks where 
children could enjoy playing.  Owners should be more vigilant in keeping 
their dogs on leashes where children are about.  I have 2 children who 
are petrified of dogs which in turn stops us from walking on the beach or 
near parks where dogs may be. 

owner's responsibility Even in leash free areas, owners must pick up their dog poos. 
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owner's responsibility 

every owner seems to think their dog is harmless, this is not always the 
case. As a parent of small children I would like to go to dogs on leash 
areas and have dog owners abide by this so I don't feel threatened. I do 
like dogs, I just don't want my kid bitten, once he's bitten an apology 
from the owner won't be enough. Please enforce these areas. 

owner's responsibility 
Fitness groups should not take over leash free areas (it happened in 
Nesca Park today) 

owner's responsibility 

Generally, in public places, especially within the confines of footpaths, 
dogs should be kept on leads, the fact that they are on leads won't stop 
dogs from attacking each other, eg walkways around lake macquarie 
where dogs on leads are allowed. The point about dogs being on/off 
leads is the amount of/lack of training of dogs by the owners and the 
noise they make when not disciplined, and kept in inappropriate 
confined spaces. 

owner's responsibility 
How do owners carry out their responsibilities regarding picking up dog 
droppings when they (the dog) are off the leash? 

owner's responsibility 

I am not against dogs, I have owned and trained dogs during my life. I 
know what dogs do and are capable of. 
Dogs should not be off leash unless they are trained along with the 
owner. 
Instead of having more off leash areas, first teach owner how to train 
their dogs and take responsibility for them. 

owner's responsibility 
I am not sure what you can do to enforce owners leash their dogs.  Most 
people do have their dogs on leashes though. 

owner's responsibility 

I don't agree with any more of our beaches becoming leash free, mainly 
due to the fact that people are walk barefooted on the beach and not all 
dog owners do the responsible thing and pick up after them. 

owner's responsibility 
I don't have a problem with dogs being off their leads, however, it's up to 
the owners to ensure the dogs are properly trained and non-agressive. 

owner's responsibility 

I don't know how you make the slack owners more responsible for 
picking up after their dogs. Worse, if you confront these people, they get 
very nasty. Maybe random webcam coverage? Or shame photos? 
The dog poop around Lambton is getting worse! I really don't 
understand why, it's not hard to pick up. 
More bins? 

owner's responsibility 

I don't like seeing dogs off leashes on footpaths or in parks where young 
children are playing or where there is playground equipment.   I'm not 
familiar with a lot of the suburban parks but I guess there needs to be 
leash free parks but please not where the dogs might be likely to be a 
nuisance or a danger to elderly or children in particular.  In the event I 
get a dog in my retirement I'm not entirely sure I would be happy taking 
it to a leash free area anyway, some of the dogs I've seen at Horseshoe 
beach are a bit out of control at times and also spoil the beach for non 
dog owners, but I guess it's only the one beach. 

owner's responsibility 

I don't object to any dogs being let loose in parks as long as the owners 
control their dogs and are responsible for picking up after them. I do 
object to dogs being on public beaches eg Nobbys as owners don't 
control them, and for health reasons with children. Horse shoe beach is 
ok for them. 

owner's responsibility 
I find the single biggest problem in all dog use areas is the failure of 
owners to remove dog droppings. It is totally uncontrolled. 
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owner's responsibility 

I have had incidents with dogs off leash in non leash free areas. The dog 
owner say "he's never done that before". 
 
They don't see the risk for other people.  
I don't think leash free areas are going to make any difference to people 
who don't take their dogs there, and let them off the lead in non leash 
free areas anyway. Or to people who have their dogs on those 
retractable leads, and stand on one side of a cycleway, with their dogs 
on the other side and the lead across the path. 

owner's responsibility 
I have no objection as long as the owners take responsibility for their 
behaviour and droppings. 

owner's responsibility 

I have no problem with well trained / behaved dogs in any area (on or off 
leash), however disobedient and agressive dogs do not belong in any 
area, including designated off leash areas. 

owner's responsibility 

I live in Bar Beach (on a corner block) I regularly have dog droppings left 
on the verge outside my peroperty - I have to clean up. On many 
occasions I have had plastic bags with dog faeces thrown over my fence 
landing in my swimming pool or on my lawn. I consider other people - 
dog owners (perhaps a minority) do not consider people who cannot 
tolerate dog faeces polluting their garden, lawn or swimming pool. 

owner's responsibility 
I only recall seeing an unleashed dog once where I live in the inner city 
and it looked a bit lost. 

owner's responsibility 

I spend a fortune worming my daughter every month or two, it's not from 
other kids or toilets, its from most of the grass in the city. Even when it's 
bagged it still leaves the skid mark for the kids to have their balls roll 
through and for them to touch. Dogs are welcome when they are like 
guide dogs, poop on command or directly into a receptacle. 

owner's responsibility 

I still see certain breeds who look like they will attack and wonder if 
sometimes the controller makes an error and an attack occurs.I think 
this particularly applies to pit bulls and cattle dogs. 
They should never be off leads except in country propertis or fenced 
yards 

owner's responsibility I think all dogs should be on a leash in public parks etc etc. 

owner's responsibility 
I think the current regulations are fine--as long as they are followed by 
dog-owners. 

owner's responsibility 

I think the issue is not about whether dogs should be on leads or not, but 
the responsibility should fall to the dog's owner for them to decide 
whether their dog can behave appropriately off a lead or not. 

owner's responsibility 
If dogs have a history of being fighters the owner should keep on lead 
and use common sense. 

owner's responsibility 

if dogs have been trained well and come when called it is usually not a 
problem, however some dogs should never be let off the leash at all,  
our dog was usually very well behaved, but if he heard a motorcycle he 
just went crazy wanting to chase it 

owner's responsibility 

If owners could take their dogs to a Park that is close to their home, it 
would give them the area where they could train their dogs and also give 
the dogs more exercise. but,it is the owners responsibility to ensure that 
the dogs are properly controlled. And that the breed of the dog is of a 
good nature. 

owner's responsibility 

If people have aggressive dogs, or dogs that jump on other animals and 
people using the area, leave them at home or restrain them 
appropriately, as these areas are for the enjoyment of all. 
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owner's responsibility 
If people let dogs off their leash, they need ot be able to control their 
dog, and they need to supervise. 

owner's responsibility 

if you have your dog on a leash & someone else doesn't that's when 
conflict starts I get VERY annoyed at irresponsible owners not picking 
up their dog's poo as well as people with aggressive dogs off the leash. 
Where I live there is an owner who brings his pit bulls down to the park 
after dark-he has total control of them & I do not see any issue with off 
leash dogs at night as long as owner is in control & dog is not 
aggressive 

owner's responsibility 
If your dog is aggressive in any way its better to keep them leashed to 
be safe. 

owner's responsibility 
Ignorant people will never obey rules and regulations as long as they 
think they can get away with breaking them. 

owner's responsibility Im not sure how you could better police removal of dog poo by owners 

owner's responsibility 

Irresponsible dog owners don't control their dogs no matter what you do 
and responsible pet owners do. It is as simple as that. I owned a dog 
when I moved to Newcastle and a large part of the reason i moved here 
was to access the beach with my dog. People love their dogs, adding off 
leash areas is a great idea. But to remove any would be a great mistake. 

owner's responsibility It all depends on the dog owner 

owner's responsibility 

It all seems to revolve around the owners. If the owners are 
irresponsible there is not much we can do. Most seem to take their 
ownership responsible. I don't have a problem. The one and only time 
my dog was attacked the owner was already aware his dogs were 
savage, obvious by the way he kept them close when passing another 
dog. He has not let them off since. 

owner's responsibility 

It is hard to legislate as dogs need lots of leash-free areas but owners 
are often too lazy to take their animals to these designated areas just as 
they are too lazy to carry a plastic bag with them and collect the dogs 
droppings. Good luck!! 

owner's responsibility 
It's always sad to see irresponsible dog owners who do not pick up after 
their dogs.  Not much can be done about that however. 

owner's responsibility 
Its important that their droppings be picked up.owners must comply 
regardless. 

owner's responsibility 

Its not so much about dogs being off their leash but about the 
temperment of the animal.  How do you police that?  you cant.  Areas 
that are utilised for this purpose must be clearly sign posted so that 
incidents with people do not occur. 

owner's responsibility just be sure to clean up the dog poop.... 

owner's responsibility 
Just that people with dogs need to be more responsible about where 
they walk dogs on or off a leash, and picking up the doggie doos! 

owner's responsibility 
Keep dogs on their leads at all times. It is very frightening for the frail 
and the elderly to be confronted by a dog off it's lead. 

owner's responsibility 
Keep the dogs on their lead in the park until they reach the leash free 
area, a lot more policing and fines issued. 
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owner's responsibility 

King Edward Park is a magnificent asset. However,dogs off their leads 
can lead to conflict for people having a picnic and especially the fact that 
there are children running around all over the park.  
Just today, myself and children had to dodge dog droppings which were 
in a broken plastic bag just centimetres from a garbage bin.  
 
Leash free areas should not be where children can run and play. This 
only leads to exciting dogs and eventual mishaps. 
 
Horseshoe beach needs better control for people to pick up after their 
dogs. It may be leash free but does that mean the owners don't have to 
pick up after their dogs? The beach is smelly and polluted even for dog 
owners. 

owner's responsibility 

Leash free areas for pets are a fine idea.  However, one thing that needs 
to be given high consideration is what control do the owners have of 
their pet once the leash is removed?  Isn't the whole purpose of 
restraining a pet on a leash to provide control of the animal? 

owner's responsibility 
Leash free areas only work well with well behaved dogs and well 
behaved owners... how to you enforce that? 

owner's responsibility 

leashed areas should be patrolled in the evenings and weekends as this 
is when most people unleash. Also at Bar Beach in the evenings: the 
kinds of people who do so frequently are a law unto themselves and are 
not good representatives of dog owners as far as control, faeces, danger 
awareness with children or consideration go. We use Empire Park and 
find this such a problem there and Bar Beach.These are high chidlren 
traffic areas and not suitable for uncontrolled dogs. 

owner's responsibility make sure owners clean up after the dogs have pooped 

owner's responsibility 

Make sure they pick up their poo. 
 
Many dog owners use the March St reserve park New Lambton and 
behind the houses along Aldyth St (no.81) to walk their dogs and they 
do it primarily so that the dogs can do their daily pooh.  Our kids then 
run around that area and tread in the pooh. 

owner's responsibility 
Making sure the owners still have acceptable control over their dogs, far 
too many are aggressive and ignore their owners commands. 

owner's responsibility 
Many dogs still roam the streets during the day and the owners do not 
care. 

owner's responsibility 

Most people I see in parks with dogs are responsible regarding their dog 
droppings but it is still an unacceptable problem- although I don't know 
what else NCC can do other than maybe a couple more dog-poo bins in 
areas that are known to be used and especially if it is set up as leash 
free. Also when we did have a dog and took them to Horse-shoe beach I 
only ever saw a ranger there once in 15 years...so maybe a bit more 
presence would help us slack humans to be reminded to behave more 
responsibly. 
I'm not sure how else to encourage or 'police' it..... 

owner's responsibility 

My biggest concern with dogs is the mess they leave and the potential 
safety issues with some dogs. I walk and run a lot, particularly between 
Bar Beach and Burwood beaches. I see dogs on and off the leash at all 
times. Some people clearly don't clean up after their dogs. My concern 
is more to do with people who let their dogs off the leash while they are 
walking. I don't know if more areas will change that. 
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owner's responsibility 

My comments deal with dogs which are unleashed in areas where they 
should be leashed. Dogs have a natural tendency to greet each other 
and a dog that is off the leash and running towards my dog gives me 
some concerns about what might happen. 

owner's responsibility 
No except to say dog owners should be more responsible for picking up 
dog litter. 

owner's responsibility 

No, but I think it must be inforced that the poo they leave behind is 
picked up by the owners. We have trouble with a few on our front lawn, 
and the owners just walk on. Learmonth Park is not supposed to be for 
dogs off the leash, but nearly every day, they are running inside the park 
of the leash 

owner's responsibility 
not all of the people that have dogs consider other uses of these areas. 
Nobbys Beach and Newcastle Beach has plenty of dogs doings already 

owner's responsibility 

Not all owners clean up the dog poo. But I have no idea how this can be 
changed.  
 
Off leash areas seem to well used and are well used by my friends who 
own dogs. I think more areas would be good but I have not designated 
this in this survey as they are not in my community. 

owner's responsibility 

Not really. I have children so I am always concerned where dogs are, on 
or off the lead, due to safety aspects. Some dog owners won't always 
use lead in Parks etc not specified for dog leash free zones and this can 
be unnerving when I'm there with children, rules should be respected. 

owner's responsibility 

Off-leash areas are great, and the majority of people do the right thing. 
It's just unfortunate that some people ignore their dogs behaviours and 
continue to take their dogs even though they have absolutely no control. 
I don't know how you would monitor/improve this situation though, 
apologies. 

owner's responsibility 
Ok in designated areas - but hard to stop irresponsible owners - dogs do 
need some fun too 

owner's responsibility only if all people are sensible and cooperate 

owner's responsibility 

Only that dog owners should be close at hand with their dogs when they 
are walking or exercising them off the lead and that they should know 
whether or not their dog is sociable enough to let off the lead. 

owner's responsibility 

Only to enforce rule that owners should clean up after dogs.  I never 
leave the house with my dog without taking bags for waste collection but 
still continue to see mess around, particularly when I walk my dog (on 
leash) along Park Ave Kotara 

owner's responsibility 

Owners need to be realistic about how well trained their pets are. If they 
will not respond to an owner's call or directions they should not be off 
leash in an area outside of a designated off-leash area. 
 
If a dog is well trained it should be able to go without a lead in a public 
area if they are with their owner. 

owner's responsibility 

Owners need to ensure that they scoop the poop.  Also, I dont use leash 
free areas as most owners can't control their dogs properly and think 
leash free means dogs have a free time without any control. I love to see 
dogs off the leash but it gets down to the owners attitude about it. 
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owner's responsibility 

Owners need to take responsibility and use reasonable judgement to 
ensure that people are free and safe to mix in society. Encouraging 
more people to walk with their animals should be the goal as this has 
mutual benefits for the animal and their owners. Direct health benefits 
and an excellent way of reducing stress. 

owner's responsibility 

Owners should always be responsible for their dog's droppings. 
 
Dog droppings should be placed in someone else's bin when the bin is 
placed out on garbage day. 

owner's responsibility 

Owners should be more accountable for their pets.  They must realise 
that not everyone likes dogs and ensure that the laws are adhered to.  
Rangers should enforce the laws relating to animals and issue fines 
where appropriate.  
 
Proactive enforcement should also be adopted by council. 

owner's responsibility 

Owners should be responsible for their dogs. If they're off a lead or on. If 
the dogs hurts someone or leaves poo behind, the owner should be held 
responsible.  
However, I believe that dogs, and for that matter children and teenagers 
should be allowed to run around, make noise and enjoy our public 
spaces. It seems people are being locked in their homes by over 
regulation, not fear of dogs. 

owner's responsibility 

Owners should make sure they know where their dogs are at all times 
when they are unleashed. Avoiding vicious dog attacks among other 
park users. 

owner's responsibility 
Owners should take more responsibility for their dogs when they are not 
on a lead 

owner's responsibility 

Owners should take responsibility for their animals at all times. If there is 
any chance of frightening or alarming other uses of the park or open 
area they should remain leashed. 

owner's responsibility 

Owning a dog is like being a smoker. These activities affect innocent 
bystanders and all dog owners must act responsibly and keep their dogs 
on a leash at all times. No dog is predicable and not everyone likes 
having a stranger's dog running up to them when walking with small 
children. This is increasingly important in a society where the rates of 
children being diagnosed on the autistic spectrum  is rising and the long-
lasting effects of terror being felt by a child are real and life-long. 

owner's responsibility people are still not cleaning up after their dogs whether on or off leash 
owner's responsibility People should pick up there dog poo 

owner's responsibility 

People who don't pick up after their dogs - whether in parks or on the 
street - should be heavily fined. Not sure if provision of 'doggie bags' at 
all parks (leash free or not) would help or be an unwarranted expense...  
We recycle grocery plastic bags. 

owner's responsibility pick up the poop!!!! 
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owner's responsibility 

Responsible dog owners will always abide by the rules. Irresponsible 
owners will ignore them. All dogs have the capacity to be aggressive but 
antisocial, aggressive people will have aggressive dogs. I walk my dogs 
through Centennial Park very early in the mornings. My dogs are always 
on a lead. There are several people who live close to the park who let 
their animals out unsupervised. This is obviously so that the dogs can 
defecate in the park .When I walk past these animals faces other park 
users harass me. This really pisses me off as I always pick up my 
animals faces. The things that get up my nose are that non dog people 
blame the first dog they see if the park is fouled. And those dog owners 
who live adjacent to the park seem to think that the park is their dog’s 
private latrine.  This is not the dogs fault. 

owner's responsibility 

Some dog owners still disregard rules re- leads, the owner carries the 
lead while dog runs free on footpaths and suburban shopping centres, 
and dog owner verbally objects when reminded of dog lead rules. More 
females than males pick up their dog's poo. 

owner's responsibility 
Some dogs should not be let off leash in any public area.  Im not sure 
how you regulate owner stupidity 

owner's responsibility 
The dogs are not the problem. How you train their owners is the 
problem. 

owner's responsibility 
There are adequate off-leash areas near Islington, and more restraint of 
off-leash dogs required beyond the designated off-leash areas 

owner's responsibility 

There are many areas not mentioned where people allow their dogs to 
not be controlled.  ie along the foreshore of Throsby Creek at Carrington 
and Maryville.  A lot of these animals are brought into this area and 
allowed to run free with little control.  Dogs also should not be allowed to 
wander the street unattended. 

owner's responsibility 

There are regular offenders in Hudson Park allowing dogs off-leash. 
This is a worry for park users, especially children or mothers with 
toddlers. 

owner's responsibility 

There are some dogs that should never be off lead and the only 
problems I have  had have been an the dog beach north of Nobbys. 
Perhaps additional patrols would help particularly on weekends. Many 
responsible dog owners avoid the beach because of poorly behaved 
dogs and their owners.  The introduction of poop bag dispensers would 
also assist those people who forget the plastic bag! 

owner's responsibility 
There is still dog poo on nature strips, so you have to be careful with 
your shoes after walking at night. 

owner's responsibility 

There needs to be some sort of strategy to get dog owners to clean up 
after their dogs.  there is still plenty of dog poo left lying around.  it's 
disgusting, particularly on beaches.  please DO NOT create any more 
leash free areas on any beach in newcastle. 

owner's responsibility 

They should be kept on leads if children or other dogs about as they 
may get excited and knock some one over ie child or elderly person. 
Early morning and late afternoon better for walking dogs in park beach 
or reserves as less people and children about. 

owner's responsibility 

Too many dog owners do not pick up their dogs poo even when they are 
on a leash. I would be concerned that this would be worse with dogs off 
leash. Dog walkers along Merewether Bar Beach are particularly bad. 
Having to avoid dog crap effects the enjoyment of this beautiful walk. 

owner's responsibility Train the owners. 
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owner's responsibility 
Yes! I'm sick of owners leaving dog droppings and making no attempt to 
clean them up. 

owner's responsibility 

Yes! Keep dogs off cycleways on or off leash. This holds equally for 
toddlers. Should dogs or toddlers obstruct a cycleway so as to make a 
collision unavoidable my advice to cyclists is to head for the responsible 
adult. The dogs or kids can't help it. 

owner's responsibility 

Yes. Once again dog owners are a minority group and as such only 
have the rights that the majority want to give them. Nothing more 
nothing less. Where the majority of park or beach users do not have 
dogs then dogs should be on a leash. If the majority have dogs then 
they should be able to decide amongst themselves. We really don't need 
a nanny state. We go too far as it is bending over backwards for minority 
groups. 

priorities 

As stated, there is already enough areas for dogs leash free. some 
people still do not pick up their dogs droppings. Money should be spent 
on upgrading parks for adults and children and be better maintained. 

priorities 

I would have thought it would be better to fence the children's play areas 
- this keeps the dogs out at all times, to avoid them defecating in that 
area at all or being able to run at children if they are on the loose.  And 
prevent children wandering.  Fencing dog run areas would be a much 
bigger job. 

priorities 

I'd have liked to mark the 'other' box and say 'Concern for Others' as 
against 'concern for myself and others' however the programme wouldn't 
let me write in the 'other' box so to proceed I had to change my reply. 

priorities 

Never knew there were leash free areas before. I'ts really a pity that 
there's no RSPCA any longer in the Newcastle area so we don't have to 
travel to Rutherford to get a dog or cat or for treatment of pets. Without a 
car it's impossible to get to Rutherford and its too far. Even a place 
where a small amount of dogs or cats and other pets (besides pet 
shops) are available would be welcome. 

priorities 

Newcastle has a golden opportunity to create a still water swimming 
resort for HUMANS at Nobbys breakwall by stopping the dog beach and 
installing deck chairs and a bar 

priorities 
Only that more effort should be spent making sure cats aren't left to 
roam the streets at will. 

priorities 

Perhaps if more childrens playgrounds that were in parks were fenced, 
then it would be safe to have dogs outside the area. Families would be 
able to take their pet on outings to the park and let them run around, 
whilst children would be safe within the fenced playground. 

priorities 
Perhaps there could be a spray that is applied to the immediate personal 
area to repel dogs for those who don't want any dog near them. 

support 

As long as dogs off their leads are restricted to well signposted areas I 
do not have a problem.  Newcastle city council have really cleaned up 
the free roaming dogs off the streets of Newcastle and it is much better 
with all of the dogs confinedb to their home addresses or walked on 
leads only. 

support 

As someone who doesn't own a dog (and does not intend to) I agree 
with and happily support providing specific off-leash areas for owners 
and their dogs to enjoy.  However, this needs to be balanced with the 
rights, enjoyment and safety of the remainder of the public who do not 
own, and in some some cases are frightened or otherwise adversely 
affected by the presence of dogs.  The council is obviously trying to 
achieve this balance and this is to be applauded.  In my experience 
there are sadly a significant number of dog owners who do not stick to 
the rules and routinely allow their dogs off the leash outside the 
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designated areas.  I assume in many of these cases they do so under 
the misguided and often belligerent belief that the rules don't apply to 
them or are for others because their dog is lovely and would never hurt 
anyone (which is of no comfort to those members of the public who are 
afraid of or otherwise adversely affected) or that because they love dogs 
so does (or should) everybody else.  Given this concern my suggestion 
would be that emphasis be placed on: clearly sign-posting areas 
designated as off-leash permitted areas (no point sign-posting the 
alternative as that is everywhere else) - this will also serve to warn the 
public that if they are not comfortable with off-leash dogs then they 
should avoid that area; education for dog owners as to the requirements 
and what they can do to be responsible dog owners (noting my earlier 
assumptions with respect to a significant number of dog owners' 
misguided beliefs) and pointing out that not all of us are so enamored 
with their unleashed canine presence in public places - I assume all 
dogs have to be registered so one effective communication channel 
would be to send material to dog owners with renewal notices etc (this 
may already occur?); and enforcement - ensuring the rules are 
consistently enforced on dog owners (again noting my assumptions re 
dog owner beliefs) given the responsibility lies with them and not those 
of us sans dogs. 

support 

Happy dogs with happy people are always a joy in a park or beach 
environment. IT takes one mongrel, human and animal to permanantly 
instill a fear of safely using an area again. I hope there is an answer. I 
understand we cant have rangers at all locations and people power 
seems have been ignored by our courts these days, so, really Im at a 
loss. 
Good luck to you all. 

support 

I am happy as I have an area close to me and I also use Croudace Bay 
which is a good facility. Love Horseshoe beach - Vancouver Canada has 
a similar facility and appears to well be well used. 

support 

I am impressed with the Leash Free dog beach at Nobbys Beach and 
the dogs there on the whole are well behaved and love being there. If 
the Wedge area at Nobbys in that beach below the lighthouse I would be 
afraid to take a dog in that area becuase of the falling rocks. 
 
I wish the person who walks their dog early morning past my house daily 
would clean up after it. It fowls mine or a neighbours lawn every day. 

support 
I didn't realise this was such an issue.I thought there were sufficient 
leash free areas available already.I do not have a dog. 

support 
i have not had any major problems myself so i don't have too many 
comments.  But thanks for the survey - it's an important topic 

support 

I see an improvement in behaviour of dogs and their owners with off 
leash park areas where community has developed.  The issue of dog 
faeces still needs to be better addressed.  Beaches, other than 
Horseshoe Beach, must be kept dog free.  To have a second area (Spit 
Beach) so close to Horseshoe Beach is ridiculous and unnecessary.  
The dog owners even leave faeces on the breakwater!  People need to 
know they can walk without watching for faeces. 

support 

I think there is a really good balance of park/leash free areas and 
owners are becoming more responsible. Definitely seeing less dogs off 
lead in childres park areas etc. 

support I think there is already enough off lead areas for dogs and their owners. 

support 
I think with 17 areas that is enough but depends how widespread this is 
across the Hunter. 
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support I walk early morning and all the walkers and dogs are always on leads. 

support 

I was only aware of Horseshoe beach as a leash free area - I think that 
is a great facility. 17 areas would seem to be sufficient, as long as they 
are spread evenly throughout the area. 

support 
I was surprised at the large number of areas already available for "off 
lead" dog recreation. Do we really need more? 

support 

I would like to see as many off leash areas as possible being fully 
fenced. 
 
I would also love to see poo bags provided and better water supply. 
 
I think Newcastle City Council does a great job with off leash areas.  
Well done. 

support 
In the area I am familar with,2300, {in relation to animals)things are OK 
as they are 

support 

It is good that dogs don't wander the streets any more and that dog 
lovers are able to exercise their dogs at parks. There is great community 
friendship where dogs can run freely and the dogs are sociable & well 
behaved when they have this great opportunity to exercise & socialise. 
Happier dogs, happier people & happier more friendly community. 
Great! 

support It is important that leash free areas continue to exist for dogs. 

support it seems to work pretty well 

support 

Its great that NCC provides a wide range of leash free options for dogs, 
some of whom are better behaved than their owners.   I have always 
had a dog, they are great companions, but I firmly believe they should 
be kept under control (ie on a lead) by a responsible person with the 
physical and intellectual ability to do so while in all public places except 
those already designated as leash-free.   Even in those designated 
areas, there would be times when responsible owners choose not to 
unleash their pet and if council rangers feel that one or more animals 
should be restrained, they should be given the authority to enforce it. 

support Just keep what areas are now available. 

support 

Living in close proximity to Arcacia Ave in North Lambton I see how well 
a leash free area can operate & is well used as i can see it from my front 
verandah. I don't know if other areas are well used and operate well or 
not. Thanks. 

support Need to be considerate of all park or beach users 

support No action required 

support 

Not really, now that you have started this I am sure that you will make 
good judgements. 
 
I DO wish that children and some adults would learn to NOT show fear 
of dogs.....the dogs are much smarter than some people think.  They 
almost always do not attack unless provoked. 
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support not really, we have never had any dog problems 

support 

only that there's should be more cafe culture that includes the capacity 
for dogs to hang with there owners as doing the coffee thing is good for 
the economy and walking the dog is a good way to encourage this.  
Dogs are (usually) social animals and it's a healthy way to educate them 

support 

So far so good. As a cooks hill resident the balance is just right although 
I think owners should be fined more heavily for walking dogs off the lead 
in non designated areas, it's plain irresponsible and dangerous 

support Thanks for leash free zones 

support 

The Council should be commended on its proactive role in providing 
additional and numerous leash free areas for sociable companion 
animals. Signs outlining the conditions of use should be (if not already) 
displayed at all such facilities and a phone number and web address 
contact should be included at the bottom of the sign for reference for any 
information about them or concerns by users. All dog owners should be 
made aware on a regular basis ot their responsibilities to keep dogs on 
leash othere than in generously provided off leash areas. Five yearly 
reviews of systems and facilities should be incorporated into 
management plans (Council that is). At least annually any person seen 
with a dog off a leash in public streets or non-designated areas should 
be provided with the booklet 'Off Leash Areas' and a warning. 
Subsequently heavy fines should be issued. Heavy fines should also be 
mandatory for owners/handlers who do not clean up after their animals. 
Please not- a prining error underneath Pit St Reserve map on page 9 of 
the booklet provided - this should be fixed for subsequent print runs. 

support 

Well done to Newcastle Council for finally listening to the dog owners of 
Newcastle and at least doing a survey.  Newcastle is definitely seen as 
one of the most dog unfriendly cities in Australia.   
 
There is so much opportunity to fence in some ovals and parks around 
Newcastle to allow dogs and their owners to use the space.   
 
We have so many beaches, why should dogs not be allowed to enjoy 
these.  Just time them (use of beachers for dogs) if dog haters whinge.  
Why not actually build a dog specific park like they have in America.  
The more dogs get out and get socialised, the less dog attacks we will 
have and the less barking and behavioural problems.   
 
I am a dog trainer and exercise is the key to solving some behavioural 
problems.  Don't just provide more off leash areas, provide more off 
leash areas with proper fencing!!! Then a lot more people will use them.  
 
Follow Sydney Councils example, where they are assessing every 
single park and oval to see if it can be off leash for dogs.   
 
Well done on actually taking the first step and asking people what they 
want.  Be careful of the dog haters, they do not represent the general 
opinions of the community.   
 
I think you should also go out and survey a lot more people than those 
just in Newcastle Voice.  Dogs don't have a voice, but their owners do!! 

tolerance 

A lot of restrictions are put on good pet owners, mainly because of a few 
bad pet owners that do the wrong thing. Unless you are doing the wrong 
thing you shouldn't be penalised just for having a dog off the lead if that 
dog is not aggressive. 
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tolerance 

concentrating all the dogs in a few areas generates conflicts.  
 
Letting the dogs go all places is the best option. 

tolerance 

Controlled dogs should be allowed to be off-leash most times. 
 
Well controlled and well-socialised dogs cause no problems. 
These owners and their dogs should not be penalised by a few "bad 
apples". 
Whilst 17 leash free areas sounds ample, the statistics of dog ownership 
in Newcastle suggest that these areas are often cramped and placing 
pressure impacts on the locations, esp Dixon Park. 
 
I am concerned about the tone of some of the questions in this survey 
being biased against leash free allowances, rather than objective.  
Several of the questions are certainly prejudiced in their delivery.  The 
design of this survey needs some more work. 

tolerance 

Dixon Park off leash area is unreasonably small.  Many weekday 
mornings people exercising in groups enter the leash free area jogging 
up and through on a circuit, further reducing the area available to the 
dogs. 
 
Dixon Park provides a much needed area for people and their dogs to 
socialise,  some of these people are living in public housing and it is a 
vital social contact with like minded people.  Dixon Park needs to be 
extended and the hours lengthened urgently. 

tolerance 

Dog owners are generally responsible enough to control their dog 
adequately. If a dog should not be off lead (due to behaviour), it should 
not matter if it is off lead in a designated area or not. I think that most 
parks should be off lead areas, with the exception of a couple of 
designated areas for those who have a particular aversion to animals. 

tolerance 

Dogs can be delightful companions which enrich one's life. They and 
their owners deserve consideration when planning recreation areas. 
 
Some people can be very nervous around dogs, they also deserve 
consideration. 
 
Safe areas for children to play with no excitable dogs on or off leashes 
should also be considered a very high priority. 
 
I think their should be adequate leash free areas. 
 
Also leash areas which can allow a intermingling of people and animals.
 
Also adequate dog free areas. 
 
I am in two minds about people who take their dogs shopping and tie 
them outside the shops. Especially I feel concerned when the dogs 
becomes stressed because it also feels insecure. 

tolerance 

Dogs seem to behave better if they are all off leash they are often 
agressive if they are on the lease because they feel responsible for the 
owner on the other end of the leash 

tolerance 

Dogs should b allowed to be free so long as they are not causing any 
trouble. However, they should always be accompanied by there owners, 
and the owners should always pick up any poop which their dogs leaves 
behind. 
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tolerance 
Dogs should be able to walk off leash with their owner anywhere before 
8:00 am and after 6:00pm 

tolerance 

Dogs should be leashed during the summer months whilst the life guard 
is on duty after that time People should be able to enjoy the beach with 
there animals as long as they clean up the dogs mess.  To many 
restrications in place for people and family members. 

tolerance 

Don't be afraid to put out skip bins for dog waste at off-leash areas. 
Other Councils seem to manage to put out bins but Newcastle is limited 
in this regard. 
 
Take more of a balanced and pragmatic approach to enforcement of 
dogs off lead.  Dogs classified as 'dangerous dogs' should be enforced 
strictly from a risk management perspective.  However, a more balanced 
approach should be taken to enforcement involving all other types of 
dogs.  Council enforcement officers can come across as police like, 
heavy handed, intractable, unreasonable and 'out of touch'.  This is a 
shame because they are dedicated to this City and genuinely want to do 
a good job - but the focus and mandate they have been given is 'out of 
touch' and not founded on 'risk management principles' but enforcement 
at all cost. 

tolerance 
Hours at Dixon Park need to be extended, 9am closure is too early in 
winter, make it all day same as the others. 

tolerance how a dog is under control on or off a lead should be taken into account 

tolerance 
I don't enjoy dogs off the leash on popular beaches. Less popular 
beaches are fine for running dogs. 

tolerance 
I don't own a dog but recognise that they need their space and social 
time. 

tolerance 

I find that the dogs and dog owners with whom I have contact are 
responsible and don't cause problems to other people or dogs.  I find 
that dogs on neutral territory (not their home) are not aggresive.  I 
consider that the legislation is designed for thoughtless owners and all 
dogs and dog owners are affected by it. 

tolerance 

I think a lot of parks are hugely under-used, and if allowing dogs off-lead 
is a way to make better use of them, then we should pursue that 
avenue. People against the concept might argue that it would promote 
more dog droppings being left behind, but dogs poo just as much on-
lead as off-lead...and owners who would leave them behind would do so 
whether on or off lead. So then the only problem is perceived threat from 
the animal. It would be interesting to look at dog attack stats and see 
how many have actually occurred in Newcastle in a park, due to a dog 
being off-lead. I would imagine the number would be very small - people 
who have aggressive dogs are unlikely to let them wander off-lead 
around strangers. 
 
People don't have time to drive to an off-lead area every day, and some 
dogs simply don't get enough exercise being on-lead. Our dog would 
walk/run 3 times as far on an off-lead walk than when she's on-lead 
because she is constantly bounding around in circles etc. 
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In addition to the Smith Park suggestion, there is another park nearby 
that borders Chatham Rd, Griffiths Rd and the stormwater drain that is 
pretty much unused by anyone any more. What about that area? 
Waratah Park is another example of an enormous park completely 
underutilised except on weekends. 

tolerance 

I think designated leash free areas should be in reach of all dog owners.
I think leash free areas shouls be a safe alternative and should be 
welcomed. 

tolerance 

I think small dogs, say under 10kgs, should have more leeway.  I think 
the most important issue regarding dog control is picking up droppings, 
stopping them urinating on the wrong things such as other people's 
sporting equipment and stopping them interfering in other activities such 
as sport. 
Subject to these things small dogs, and bigger ones with the right 
temperment, should be almost unrestricted if under the control of a 
responsible person.  Control would require a lead to be used near traffic 
or lots of people or when the dog feels insecure.  Unfortunately, these 
are principals and not rules which can be easily enforced. 
Although I do not have much to compare Newcastle with in this regard, 
Newcastle Council seems to be generous in the provision of leash free 
areas. 
 
Dogs seem to like variety as much as adults. 

tolerance 
I think that if a dog is well trained and returns to owner on command 
then it should be allowed in all parks. 

tolerance 
I would prefer middle -size to large dogs to be kept on leash, but OK 
with small dogs running free. 

tolerance 

In Europe dogs can be taken on buses, trams, National Parks and even 
restaurants. At least they should be allowed in outdoor areas of 
restaurants. The many restrictions in Australia are the reason that I do 
not even consider to have a dog. 

tolerance Less restrictions on where leashed are allowed 
tolerance most council reserves around newcastle are suitable for off leash areas 

tolerance 

Most dog owners are responsible and will not leave dogs off their leads 
in parks where other dogs or children are. It's a few idiots (as usual) who 
spoil it for all. 

tolerance 

Most dogs are fine off leash. The problem is only a problem when there 
are aggressive dogs are around. I've had to nearly drown 2 staffies at 
the dog beach that have latched onto other animals.  
Aggressive dogs are a problem where ever. Maybe there should be 
some signage in off leash areas that mentions if your dog doesn't get 
along with people and other animals, maybe it should be exercised 
elsewhere.  
Also, a friend of mine, actually 2 friends have been fined for off leash. 
once in a park, and once in the dog beach car park. On both occasions 
common sense should have prevailed. I was so pissed when I heard 
about this, that I now excercise my dog off leash every where I take him. 
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tolerance 

my earlier response probably needs explanation with respect to Council 
controls. Probably not a good comment for this survey but I would like 
Council to rethink the current control about dogs sitting with owners at 
cafes at street tables. Some cafes seemed very concerned that they 
might be breaking the law if owners have their dogs, though well 
restrained, sitting with them whilst they drink coffee etc. This was the 
case recently when I had breakfast in Beaumont Street - could not be 
served if dog remained. More of a European approach would be 
appreciated. 

tolerance 

On the Gold Coast , dogs are permitted to exercise on beaches, 
provided they are on a leash. This works just fine, and I don't see why 
Newcastle can't have the same system. Owners have to leave the 
beach 200 metres before a flagged area, and re-enter 200 metres 
beyond. But before and after the times the beach is flagged, they can 
walk their dogs the whole length of the beach. There is a healthy sense 
of cameraderie and delight at being on the beach between dog-owners 
and other beach users, and everyone is happy - and healthy!! 

tolerance 

Owners need to be realistic about how well trained their pets are. If they 
will not respond to an owner's call or directions they should not be off 
leash in an area outside of a designated off-leash area. 
If a dog is well trained it should be able to go without a lead in a public 
area if they are with their owner. 

tolerance 

Owners should be responsible for their dogs. If they're off a lead or on. If 
the dogs hurts someone or leaves poo behind, the owner should be held 
responsible.  
However, I believe that dogs, and for that matter children and teenagers 
should be allowed to run around, make noise and enjoy our public 
spaces. It seems people are being locked in their homes by over 
regulation, not fear of dogs. 

tolerance 

Parks are for all rate payers not just sporting groups or walkers. Walking 
a dog should be incouraged it keeps people and dogs fit . The presence 
of walkers reduces crime and damage by vandals to public and private 
property.A dog park is a cheap addition to the community at a time when 
services are being reduced. 

tolerance Possibly increase times of use 

tolerance 

Seems that I am in minority so little use in answering this.Maybe more 
attention payed to those who have had a lot of experience with dogs, 
like them and don't have just a city view and a selfish one at times. 

tolerance 
the majority of people with dogs do the right thing, don't penalise or 
over-regualte everyone becuase of the 1 in 1000 dog and dog owner 

tolerance 

There are responsible pet owners and irresponsible ones. Giving people 
more choices to let dogs off the leash may minimise the  need for bad 
pet owners to let dogs off in inappropriate areas. Dogs are considered 
family for many people. Allowing the whole family places to play can 
only be a good thing. 

tolerance 

Unfortunately, like a lot of things, there are going to be dog owners who 
don't take responsibility for their dogs and make "dogs off leash" more of 
an issue.  
Please don't make any more rules and regulations around dogs off 
leash, rather make it easier for owners who do the "right thing" to enjoy 
their pets. 

tolerance 

Walking  the street I think dogs should be on a lead but once at the park 
they shold be free to run.  Its up to owners to be responsible  for their 
dogs behaviour.  If the dog is young and unruly then a leash should be 
on them at all times . 
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tolerance 

We only got a dog late in our lives. 
We wish we had done it much earlier. 
We both work in health and are well aware of the benefits of responsible 
dog ownership. 
We get out as a family more often to walk the dog, and also spend more 
money on cafes etc afterwards in the Newcastle area.  
There is also a great sense of community amongst dog owner/walkers 
and the vast majority are responsible. 
The positives far outweigh the negatives. 
But in saying that, non dog owners are entitled to expect dogs to be 
leashed and owners to ALWAYS clean up their mess. 
The Spit end is a wonderful idea. 

tolerance well behaved dogs should be allowed on most parks 

tolerance 

Yes. Once again dog owners are a minority group and as such only 
have the rights that the majority want to give them. Nothing more 
nothing less. Where the majority of park or beach users do not have 
dogs then dogs should be on a leash. If the majority have dogs then 
they should be able to decide amongst themselves. We really don't need 
a nanny state. We go too far as it is bending over backwards for minority 
groups. 
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