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Executive Summary 
This report is a summary of the Laman Street and Civic Precinct survey conducted during the 
public exhibition of the Laman Street and Civic Precinct Draft Design Framework 2010. The 
survey was commissioned by The City of Newcastle’s Strategic Planning Services. 

The survey was distributed to 2,427 Newcastle Voice community reference panel members and 
to the wider community within the Newcastle Local Government Area. Surveys were made 
available on line via Council’s website and at public libraries. 

The survey was open from 20 December 2010 to 28 February 2011. A total of 807 responses 
were received. There were no marked differences between the responses from Newcastle 
Voice respondents and those from the broader community.  

 

The top three activities currently undertaken in the precinct are: 

1. Visit the Region Library (69.79%) 
2. Passing through (66.92%) 
3. Visit the Region Art Gallery (65.42%) 

 

A number of proposals are included in the Draft Framework, and were tested with respondents. 
Below are the top three draft proposal results from all respondents, by area of the precinct: 

Retain pathway connections to Hunter Street and Darby Street (92%) 

Plant new trees to provide shade and structure to park spaces (85%) 

East End: 
Civic Park 

New public furniture (84%) 

Create a strong pedestrian connection from Civic Park to Hunter Street (85%) 

Retain and strengthen the central axis connecting City Hall, War Memorial, Captain Cook Fountain 
and the Library (85%) 

West End: 
Civic Park 

New public furniture (84%) 

Investigate opening former rail underpass as a pedestrian and cycleway (78%) 

Inclusion of sculpture garden as an extension of the gallery into Laman Street (70%) 

Laman 
Street 

Extend & terrace Laman Street level into the park and allow additional tree planting (70%) 

The survey generated 1,038 individual comments about various aspects of the precinct. The 
opportunity for open-ended comment garners a strong and comprehensive response, across a 
host of subject areas. Aspects of the design are thoroughly critiqued, the access through the 
park for all modes of transport is identified, suggestions are made for immediate works and 
finally, there are suggestions from respondents that Council should focus on higher priority 
works including Hunter Street revitalisation, renovations to the Art Gallery and/or Library, and 
works further west. 
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Introduction 

The Laman Street and Civic Precinct, bounded by Hunter, Darby, Queen and Auckland Streets 
includes major city features such as City Hall and Civic Theatre, the Council Administration 
Centre, Civic Park, the Newcastle City Library and the Newcastle Region Art Gallery. Many 
people identify strongly with the Laman Street and Civic Precinct, with 480,000 visitors to the art 
gallery and library annually. This area performs a vital public domain role on both a local and 
regional scale. 

The area was first defined as a precinct in 2004, with Council’s adoption of the Civic Park and 
Cultural Precinct Masterplan (March 2004). This masterplan was never realised and Council 
resolved to revisit the concepts outlined in the document in 2009. The current draft Design 
Framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct was developed following a series of 
workshops and online survey in February 2010. The Design Framework seeks to guide 
decision-making associated with the long-term management of the Laman Street figs. Council 
resolved to exhibit the Framework in December 2010. 

The current draft Design Framework is created in 3 sections: 

 East End: Civic Park 
 West End: Civic Park 
 Laman Street 

As noted above, much community input has been gathered during 2010 to inform this draft 
Framework. The community was given the opportunity to: 

 Nominate to take part in the 2-day workshop/charette 
 Supply their written vision for the Laman Street – Civic Precinct 
 Supply their vision in drawn/diagrammatic form  for the Laman Street – Civic Precinct 

Community suggestions and design themes from those engagements were built into this draft 
Design Framework. 

Report Purpose 

As part of the public exhibition process (20 December 2010 to 28 February 2011), undertaken 
by the City of Newcastle for the Laman Street and Civic Precinct Design Framework, Council 
engaged in a community consultation program. The purpose of the consultation was to obtain 
diverse public feedback regarding the draft Laman Street & Civic Precinct Design Framework 
and to ensure relevant stakeholders were fully informed about the process and opportunities for 
input as well as guiding decision-making on the precinct’s future management.  

This consultation helped Council and the community: 
 Find out what is important to the community in the short and long-term 
 Ensure information is disseminated about the Framework 
 Enable Council to work with stakeholders for the benefit of the community  
 Understand the issues associated with the need to maintain safe and sustainable public 

domain areas 
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The consultation supported the period of public exhibition of the Laman Street & Civic Precinct 
Design Framework and will help Council develop a collaborative draft masterplan.  
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Scope 
A number of communication tools and engagement methods were used as part of this 
consultation. Council aims to consult in a transparent, broad-based way. The principle objective 
was to reinforce Council’s commitment to a community-oriented planning and decision-making 
approach. 
 

Media 
Throughout the consultation program, local media was used to inform the public and promote 
ways to participate. An advertisement was placed in both the Newcastle Herald and The Star on 
the following dates, six times in total. The advertisement is included as Appendix IV. 

The Newcastle Herald The Star 

8 January 2011 19 & 21 January 2011 

22 January 2011 2 & 4 February 2011 

19 February 2011 16 & 18 February 2011 

 

Methodology 

Data Collection 
A survey, using a structured questionnaire with a total of 11 questions, was sent to all active 
Newcastle Voice members.  A 15 question survey was completed by anonymous community 
members, with the additional questions gathering demographic information. The library and 
Council Administration Centre displays included a submission box for completed surveys. These 
public display locations were available from 20 December 2010 to 28 February 2011. 

 

The survey was created to gather information about the three areas of the research scope – 
East End: Civic Park, West End: Civic Park and Laman Street. Specifically, respondents were 
asked about current usage, their degree of satisfaction with the Laman/Civic Precinct’s current 
image and services/facilities, and preferences for future services and facilities. There were 
several opportunities for open-ended comments regarding short and long-term improvements. 
To control order bias, the Sparq system automatically rotated the presentation of items within 
certain questions on a random basis. The survey is provided as Appendix I. 

 

The survey was sent to all active Newcastle Voice members on 17 January. Electronic 
reminders to those online members who had not yet completed the survey were sent on 21 
January 2011 and 25 January 2011. The survey closed at midnight on 28 February 2011 
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The survey was administered in a number of ways: 

1. Newcastle Voice members – online  

2. Newcastle Voice members – print 

3. Newcastle Regional Library, CAC Administrative building – print.  

4. Council’s website  

Sample Selection 
A total of 2427 Newcastle Voice members were surveyed. This number represents all active 
panel members who have previously completed the Profile Study.  

Survey Area 
The consultation encompassed the whole City of Newcastle local government area (LGA). The 
entire Newcastle Voice panel was invited and promotional activities were aimed at both the 
residents and ratepayers in the immediate vicinity as well as the entire LGA. 

 

The breakdown of the demographics is provided in Appendix II. These include the 
demographics of those in the Newcastle Voice panel sample, as well as the actual respondents. 
Demographics of the anonymous community members are provided to the extent which they 
were collected.  

 

It should be noted that being a Newcastle Voice member is voluntary, and therefore 
participation in its activities is also voluntary.  

 

Statistical Representation 
Although sampling 2427 panel members represents over 1% of the Newcastle LGA population, 
the sampling frame for this survey was not strictly statistically representative of the population. 

 

Consistent themes presented in this report are derived from contributions and reliability and 
validity of the interpretations can be assessed. 

 

There is a possibility that anonymous community members completed the survey multiple times 
online or in hard copy. The panel management system cannot detect duplicate entries from 
anonymous respondents, deterring individuals who may have wished to ‘stack’ the survey 
results.  
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Participants 
The breakdown of the demographics by gender, age and employment status is provided for the 
sample as well as for the respondents in Appendix II. The following table shows the 
demographics of both sets of respondents: Newcastle Voice panel members and anonymous 
community members who completed the survey online or in hard copies.  

 

Table 1: Demographics of Newcastle Voice respondents vs. anonymous community 
respondents 

 Newcastle Voice 
respondents 

(n=716) 

Anonymous community 

respondents 

(n=91) 

Gender 

Female 50.28% 60.44% 

Male 49.72% 39.56% 

Age 

16-24 2.52% 4.40% 

25-39 22.13% 18.68% 

40-54 30.11% 30.77% 

55-69 35.85% 35.16% 

70+ 9.38% 10.99% 

Residence 

Cooks Hill 5.55% 21.98% 

Adjacent  suburbs 16.05% 30.77% 

Elsewhere in Newcastle 76.95% 31.87% 

Outside Newcastle 1.45% 15.38% 
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Data Handling and Analysis 
The data handling and analysis was carried out by staff in the Customer Service, 
Communication and Consultation service unit.  

 

The approach used during the consultation is designed to increase inclusiveness and generate 
data for analysis into themes. Trend analysis was conducted from the open-ended question 
responses. All responses are treated in confidence to ensure the anonymity of respondents, and 
edited only for grammar and spelling if inserted as comments into the body of the report. No 
identifying information is included with any responses selected for this report. All comments 
received are included in Appendix IV.  

 

Response Rate  
The Newcastle Voice survey had a 30% response rate (716 out of 2427) and a 44% 
participation rate (1070 out of 2427). That means that 44% of respondents started the survey, 
but 14% did not complete it (354 out of 2427). Of those who chose not to complete the survey, 
48% dropped out before reaching the second question.  

 

Some respondents experienced technical difficulties with the survey, and a few others made 
comment about the consultation design, as illustrated by the following comments received: 

 “I couldn't get past the following question.  Locked option buttons so I couldn't select 
anything or move forward” 

 “Maybe listen to people.” 

 “I have attempted this survey & it will not let me select the options where you want 
aspects of wellbeing, cleanliness etc to be chosen. Nothing is coming up to click on 
near the options.” 

 “Only in that it's poor form on the Council's part to use a Sydney-based firm for this 
design framework when they should be supporting local businesses.” 

 “The questions for these surveys are generally not inclusive enough, eg: If one is to 
agree that the entry way adjacent to the memorial figs area should be extended; THEN 
does this imply that a couple of figs might be relocated or removed so that this new 
extension can be built...., OR might it mean that the figs would be retained as is.... OR 
could it also imply that there would be more fig trees planted to complete this Laman St 
project?” 

 

The survey was administered in a number of ways. Below are the response rates: 

1. Newcastle Voice members – online (621 responses) 

2. Newcastle Voice members – print (95 responses) 

3. Newcastle Regional Library, CAC Administrative building – print.   

4. Council’s website  

 

91 responses 
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Survey Findings 
The results from the Newcastle Voice respondents and anonymous community respondents 
were compared, but reported in combined form, as there were no marked differences between 
these two groups. Combined results will allow the findings to be actioned more directly. All raw 
results are included in Appendixes III and IV. 

 

Visitation Patterns 

Visitation 

Most respondents have visited the Laman Street & Civic Precinct within the last week (47.34%) 
with two-thirds of respondents (75.71%) visiting either ‘today’, ‘within the last week’ or ‘within the 
last month’. 

 

 Graph 1: Most recent visit  
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Group age and size 

Most respondents (61.55%) stated that they visited Laman Street & Civic Precinct with one or 
two people and 22.72% travel to the area alone. The age group of those typically visiting the 
Laman Street & Civic Precinct is widespread, with no one age bracket falling into majority.   
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Graph 2: Number of People Visiting With You 
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Graph 3: Ages of those visiting with you 
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Transport 

The majority of respondents (59.55%) travel to the Laman Street & Civic Precinct by car. A 
proportion of respondents indicated that they typically walk to Laman Street & Civic Precinct 
(24.22%).   

 

Graph 4: Type of Transport 
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Activities 

Respondents were asked what activities they have done during their previous visits to the 
Laman Street & Civic Precinct. Over 69% of respondents said that they had visited the Region 
Library, over 66% stating that they were passing through and over 65% said that they had 
visited the Art Gallery. The top ten activities were as follows: 

4. Visit the Region Library (69.79%) 

5. Passing through (66.92%) 

6. Visit the Region Art Gallery (65.42%) 

7. Attend a cultural event (eg. Winter Heat, Art Bazaar) (43.32%) 

8. Attend City Hall function/Council meeting (42.45%) 

9. Individual activity (eg. eat lunch, read book, sit) (35.83%) 

10. Visit the Conservatorium of Music (25.09%) 

11. Family outing/picnic (19.48%) 

12. Take part in a public protest or issue awareness raising event (18.60%) 

13. Attend a public memorial ceremony (eg. ANZAC Day) (18.35%) 
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When examining the 8.99% who complete the open-ended ‘other activities’ question, the 
majority are undertaking activities of a cultural nature, from attending concerts, to attending 
Civic Theatre events. Many are engaged in individual activities such as lunch, work or education 
– and others are passing through on the way to other activities. 

 

The overall results add up to more than 100% as survey respondents were able to select all that 
applied to their most recent visit and many had multiple visit purposes.  

 

A selection of comments to illustrate the range of activities undertaken: 

 “I like being able to access the library and the art gallery by car and being able to park 
close to these facilities. With young children attending the library functions parking is 
somewhat difficult to obtain at times.” 

  “It's a place to meet, to have a snack while waiting for events and one can watch the 
world go by.” 

 “The most impressive Australia Day celebration I attended was held under the fabulous 
green canopy. It was almost a religious experience. The various defence force 
memorials now have substantial tradition attached to their location and form.” 

 “I like the shady trees and that Civic Park is a place to sit in the shade or just walk 
through on the way to the Art Gallery and Library.” 

 “It is a great place for civic and community activities that enable large groups to 
congregate in a central location. When visiting the library it entices you into the park for 
a relax or play.” 

 “I'd like it to remain a nice peaceful place to sit and have lunch.” 

 “Love the park, have been going there since a child, when I worked for Shortland 
County Council. It was and still is a great place to escape and relax while still in the 
heart of Newcastle. It's good to visit the Library and Art Gallery then wander through 
the park. We would be worse off if it was altered too much. Leave our beautiful figs. 
They are so calming and only make the park a special place. I love the fountain and 
would hate for it to go. The gardens are always immaculate.” 
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Current Image 
Respondents were asked to rate the various aspects related to wellbeing, cleanliness and Civic 
Park’s overall image regarding the following fourteen elements.  

 Access into Civic Park from Laman Street  
 Access into Civic Park from King Street 
 Adequate shade 
 Attractiveness of hard landscape (eg furniture, paving, paths)   
 Attractiveness of soft landscape (eg trees, grass) 
 Cleanliness/quality of maintenance 
 Comfort of places to sit 
 Easy to read & informative  signage 
 Feeling safe during the day 
 Feeling safe after dark 
 Footpath connections 
 Number of places to sit 
 Overall layout of park 
 Overall attractiveness 

 
The graph below lists the results, sorted by ‘excellent’ and ‘great’ and reveals that ‘feeling safe 
during the day’, ‘access into Civic Park from King Street’ and ‘attractiveness of soft landscape 
(eg trees, grass)’  gained the highest results.  The right hand side of the graph shows the 
aspects garnering the lowest image ratings at present.  The absence or poor quality of picnic 
and bbq facilities is reflected in the results, as are signage and feeling safe after dark (the 
highest ‘poor’ rating, at 48.56% of responses).  
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Graph 6: Current Image 
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Comments which add depth to the graph above: 

 “Love the tree-lined area it is so unique and peaceful to walk under as well as 
beautifully cooling.  It is art and part of the cultural surrounding.” 

 “I like the mix of the formal, i.e. central axis, combined with the informal wooded 
parkland to each side of the axis.” 

 “The current access, appearance and utility of Laman Street are of constant 
embarrassment and concern. The crude cyclone fencing, plastic barricading, the 
ludicrous signage re wind danger, and the caravan eyesore on the corner of Darby and 
Laman Streets all are appalling.” 

 “I like the North-South axis with the fountain as focal point. I like the variety of trees but 
the dragonblood trees need protection, maybe in a more inaccessible garden bed. I like 
the protection offered by the figs on the Western side of the park and the open nature 
of the Eastern side.” 

 “That it is NOT over-organized - just a beautiful space; the fig trees in Laman St; it is 
easily accessible; a great entry to our best food precinct Darby Street; shared event 
space in Wheeler Place (music, dancing, movies .... more please!); can just "be" there.” 

  “Retain the 'peace' in the memorial grove. There is really a powerful feeling in there. It 
would be a travesty to lose this atmosphere - you would need to be very careful.” 
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Precinct by Area 
The survey was divided into three key areas as follows, which mirrors the draft design 
framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct: 

 East End: Civic Park 
 West End: Civic Park 
 Laman Street 

The survey was designed to test the proposals outlined in the draft framework for each area in 
the Laman Street & Civic Precinct.  

East End: Civic Park 

Respondents were asked to state the extent with which they agreed with the draft proposals for 
this area, in the draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct (page 4). The 
table below lists the twelve proposals. 

 

Table 2: Draft proposals for East End: Civic Park 

Proposal number Draft proposal 

Proposal 1 Consolidate private memorials to one location within the park 

Proposal 2 Create a forum space used for public speaking and events on the corner 
of Darby Street and King Street  

Proposal 3 Create a series of organised open spaces within Civic Park 

Proposal 4 Improve pedestrian and disabled access from Laman Street into Civic 
Park 

Proposal 5 New public furniture 

Proposal 6 Plant new trees to provide shade and structure to park spaces 

Proposal 7 Propagate a new Lone Pine as a living memorial feature 

Proposal 8 Redesign Memorial Grove in current location 

Proposal 9 Redesign Memorial Grove in new location 

Proposal 10 Refurbish the existing  public toilets 

Proposal 11 Remove and rebuild the public toilets in a more appropriate location 

Proposal 12 Retain pathway connections to Hunter Street and Darby Street 
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In order, the top three draft proposals which received the most support from respondents were 
as follows: 

1. Proposal 12 – Retain pathway connections to Hunter Street and Darby Street (92.01% 
agree somewhat or completely) 

2. Proposal 6 – Plant new trees to provide shade and structure to park spaces (85.40% 
agree somewhat or completely) 

3. Proposal 5 – New public furniture (83.89% agree somewhat or completely) 

 

On balance, respondents leant more towards agreement than disagreement with the draft 
proposals for this area. There are no marked differences between Newcastle Voice members 
and the responses from other community members.  

 

The proposals which received the least support from respondents were as follows: 

10. Proposal 9 – Redesign Memorial Grove in new location (36.33% disagree somewhat 
or completely and 40.45% ‘don’t know’ or ‘neither agree nor disagree’) 

11. Proposal 1 – Consolidate private memorials to one location within the park (33.59% 
disagree somewhat or completely and 23.97% ‘don’t know’ or ‘neither agree nor 
disagree’) 

12. Proposal 8 – Redesign Memorial Grove in current location (21.97% disagree 
somewhat or completely and 40.20% ‘don’t know’ or ‘neither agree nor disagree’) 

 

Note that the graph is sorted by ‘agree completely’ followed by ‘agree somewhat’.  

Graph 7: Draft proposals for East End: Civic Park 

Draft proposals for East End: Civic Park

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Pro
pos

al 1
2

Pro
pos

al 6

Pro
pos

al 1
0

Pro
pos

al 5

Pro
pos

al 4

Pro
pos

al 1
1

Pro
pos

al 7

Pro
pos

al 2

Pro
pos

al 3

Pro
pos

al 1

Pro
pos

al 8

Pro
pos

al 9

Agree completely

Agree somewhat

Neither

Disagree somewhat

Disagree completely

Don't know

 



 

Laman Street & Civic Precinct Consultation Report         February 2011 17 of 30 

Open-ended final comments illustrate the preferences as displayed in the chart above: 

 “It has evolved to the shape it is now and most people are pretty happy with it that’s 
why there was such an outcry over the proposed removal of the figs. Try to improve it 
subtly - we don't want the results of some "grand" vision.” 

 “There should be no temporary-looking utility vans at the eastern end of Laman Street. 
These are an embarrassment. They have been in place for at least twelve months. You 
have a council depot in Waratah - leave them there.” 

 “Plant some flowers around the park not just near the fountain. Bike path through the 
courtyard.” 

 “The corner of King & Darby as open forum space is a great idea, although it shouldn't 
be hard surface completely and should have some shade sails over the area. The main 
Civic Park should be better maintained. Just by putting in extra trees on geometrical 
lines doesn't necessarily make it a great park. Flowering mural display beds should be 
maintained and be a feature of any park redesign.” 

 “Use the terraces and pathways that exist and the Memorial Grove, as the basis for 
improvements. Focus on enhancement not redesign or trying to work with a blank 
slate.” 

 “The Memorial Grove must be preserved no matter what final design is accepted.” 
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West End: Civic Park 

Respondents were asked to state the extent with which they agreed with the draft proposals for 
this area, in the draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct (page 5). The 
table below lists the eleven proposals. 

 

Table 3: Draft proposals for West End: Civic Park 

Proposal number Draft proposal 

Proposal 1 Consolidate private memorials to one location within park 

Proposal 2 Create a series of organised open spaces within Civic Park 

Proposal 3 Create a strong pedestrian connection between Civic Park and Laman 
Street 

Proposal 4 Create a strong pedestrian connection from Civic Park to Hunter Street 

Proposal 5 Ensure retention and succession planting for park figs 

Proposal 6 New public furniture 

Proposal 7 Relocate the gardener’s shed to allow St Andrews Signalman’s Cottage 
to be integrated into the park and opened to the public 

Proposal 8 Retain and strengthen the central axis connecting City Hall, War 
Memorial, Captain Cook Fountain and the Library 

Proposal 9 Removal of the fence between St Andrews and Civic Park 

Proposal 10 Retain the existing public war memorials in their current locations 

Proposal 11 St Andrews to become a more integrated piece of Civic Park 

 

In order the top three draft proposals which received the most support from respondents were 
as follows: 

1. Proposal 4 – Create a strong pedestrian connection from Civic Park to Hunter Street 
(84.89% agree somewhat or completely) 

2. Proposal 8 – Retain and strengthen the central axis connecting City Hall, War 
Memorial, Captain Cook Fountain and the Library (84.77% agree somewhat or 
completely) 

3. Proposal 6 – New public furniture (83.77% agree somewhat or completely) 
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On balance, respondents leant more towards agreement than disagreement with the draft 
proposals for this area. There are no marked differences between Newcastle Voice members 
and the responses from other community members.  

 

The proposal which received the least support from respondents was as follows: 

11. Proposal 1 – Consolidate private memorials to one location within park (30.08% 
disagree somewhat or completely and 30.34% ‘don’t know’ or ‘neither agree nor 
disagree’) 

 

Note that the graph is sorted by ‘agree completely’ followed by ‘agree somewhat’.  

Graph 8: Draft proposals for West End: Civic Park 
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Comments which shed light on the rankings of the chart above: 

 “Keep it simple rather than over developed.  Maintain garden bed, fountain, memorials, 
pathways, seating, access to venues, trees and open grassy spaces for concerts & 
gatherings. Access from park into Laman Street could be improved.  Garden wall 
pathway, parallel to Laman Street has been closed and unkempt for some time. A 
graded slope could assist with access for wheelchairs, prams etc. There is no need to 
move memorials to place them altogether - an expensive exercise. Effect of clumping 
them together could make park look like a cemetery. Memorials should remain in their 
present individual locations.” 

 “I see no need for the church to be incorporated into the park. Isn't church meant to be 
separated from state?” 

 “Keep steps either side of fountain, add ramp to west side bank.  Align pedestrian 
crossing in King St with town Hall/fountain axis.  If there's pedestrian access to the 
west of Civic Theatre as marked on one draft, I haven't noticed it.” 

 “I think opening up St Andrews into Civic Park is a very good idea.” 

 “I liked the idea of the Library going underground and coming out at the Civic Park level 
with the Cafe - this looked a good idea. If St Andrews Church area is opened up to 
Civic Park would this become run down by vandals and then become ugly.” 

 

Laman Street 

Respondents were asked to state the extent with which they agreed with the draft proposals for 
this area, in the draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct (page 6). The 
table below lists the eleven proposals. 

 

Table 4: Draft proposals for Laman Street 

Proposal number Draft proposal 

Proposal 1 Create a 10km/h shared area giving pedestrians priority over traffic 

Proposal 2 Extend and terrace Laman Street level into the park and allow for 
additional tree planting 

Proposal 3 Extension of library public space into Laman Street 

Proposal 4 Inclusion of a sculpture garden as an extension of the gallery into Laman 
Street 

Proposal 5 Investigate opening former rail underpass as a pedestrian and cycleway 

Proposal 6 Provide new stair configuration into park near St Andrews 
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In order the top three draft proposals which received the most support from respondents at this 
section were as follows: 

1. Proposal 5 – Investigate opening former rail underpass as a pedestrian and cycleway 
(77.90% agree somewhat or completely) 

2. Proposal 4 – Inclusion of a sculpture garden as an extension of the gallery into Laman 
Street (70.41% agree somewhat or completely) 

3. Proposal 2 – Extend and terrace Laman Street level into the park and allow for 
additional tree planting (70.04% agree somewhat or completely) 

 

On balance, respondents leant more towards agreement than disagreement with the draft 
proposals for this area. There are no marked differences between Newcastle Voice members 
and the responses from other community members.  

 

Note that the graph is sorted by ‘agree completely’ followed by ‘agree somewhat’.  

Graph 9: Draft proposals for Laman Street 
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Comments which illustrate the rankings on this chart, from all received: 

 “My primary aim is to see the gallery extended onto Darby Street and the inclusion of 
the sculpture garden with good access.” 

  “Of the plans I like softening the level change from Laman St to the Park, extension of 
the forecourts across Laman St, below ground library extensions, recognition of the old 
railway corridors.” 

 “Close Laman St to all traffic and blend Laman St and Civic Park into a single people-
friendly area. Improve after-dark safety. At this time Civic Park is a no-go zone after 
dark.” 

 “Love the idea of reusing the historic tunnel and Glovers Lane as a cycle path! Also, 
the sculpture park is a genius idea. Civic Park already has a distinct character as it is, 
so any changes should be tastefully done, in keeping with the existing character.” 

 “Artist sculptures have been put in, in the past, detracting from the city's image and 
have had to eventually be removed. Not everyone understands what it means - art 
should be kept in art galleries.” 

 “By all means extend Laman St into the park and provide more space for further tree 
planting - indeed this could solve the problem of succession planting for the current 
trees, giving us a fifty year headstart on the replacement trees; but this must not be an 
excuse to get rid of the current trees.” 
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Most Liked in Laman Street and Civic Precinct 
 

When asked ‘What do you particularly like about Laman Street and the Civic Precinct that you 
do not want changed?’ respondents mostly identified the following features: the fig trees on 
Laman Street, the design of the area including the fountain and axis to City Hall, the 
appearance of the park and the access provided between cultural activities and locations. A 
noticeable proportion of respondents question Council’s priority on this park, with many 
suggesting alternatives for immediate attention from Council.  

 

The following graph shows the ranked results, from an iterative analysis of the 601 comments 
received. Where a respondent offers more than one subject, these have been included in more 
than one heading. All responses to open-ended questions are contained in Appendix IV. 

 

Graph 10: Most Liked Features 
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Fig trees 

The trees in Laman Street account for 33.38% (221) of comments, with the majority of 
respondents supporting their retention and some arguing for their removal. Respondents place 
a high value on the avenue of trees for their aesthetic and environmental quality. The 
‘conspiracy theory’ that the trees are being slated for removal by Council in order to develop the 
art gallery is reflected in comments. The following sample of comments illustrates the breadth of 
those received: 

 “The cathedral arch of the trees in Laman St and the wonderful street trees throughout 
the area are something that I feel is a signature of Newcastle. Remove them, and you 
remove the heart of the city.” 

  “All reasonable efforts should be made to retain the figs in Laman St, but if a decision 
to remove them is inevitable, then a replanting should start before figs need to be 
removed.” 

 “LEAVE THE FIG TREES AS THEY ARE. DO NOT REMOVE the fig trees. REMOVE 
the ridiculous fencing, barriers and other nanny-state rubbish that litters the street and 
destroys public amenity.” 

 “Removal of the figs in this precinct will completely change its character.  Currently they 
create and avenue which has a certain charm. The edifices of the library and art gallery 
are not particularly attractive when viewed from King Street (refer older photographs 
with less mature trees).  The figs much improve the aesthetics of said view.” 

 “As much as possible it would be nice to keep the larger trees.  The figs near the library 
need to go for safety reasons however the trees in the park are also a significant 
contribution to the beautiful landscaping of the park. They also provide a great deal of 
shade.” 

 “Get organised with the fig trees and either cut them down or leave them and take 
away those ridiculous signs and chain wire portable fences.  How can you allow fig 
trees in many locations (some within hundreds of metres of Laman Street) that don't 
have these signs and chain wire fences and expect people to have any respect for this 
council? Maybe you can have yet another committee or working party and waste more 
of our money.” 
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Design 

Of the comments received, 194 address the design and layout of this area. Respondents 
appreciate the fountain, the strong axis from City Hall, the tiered levels from Laman Street and 
the various locations and styles of war memorials in the park. The following sample of 
comments illustrates the span received: 

 “I like that: it is central, can be seen from the balcony at City Hall, is spacious, is green, 
is a centre of attention, and has a history.” 

 “Fountain area. I like the retaining walls as they are - they are quite aged in 
appearance, and this is a good thing. The large, established figs are a great asset. 
Large lush grass areas for lying in. Interesting trees in the Eastern end of the park. 
Signalman's Cottage could be used as a kiosk, if the gardeners' facilities are to be 
relocated?” 

 “The whole of the Civic Park and Laman Street flowing into the Art Gallery and Library 
and Conservatorium will make the area a wonderful green heart full of art and music.” 

  “I really like the way the park draws the civic precinct together (hall, library, council, uni 
facilities, art gallery) and the way the park can be used as a really formal backdrop for 
weddings and formals but also has an informal feel which encourages families and 
community groups to utilise the space during weekends.” 

  “It is very green, cool and shaded; walkways must not be made so wide and extensive 
that they create HOT PAVED AREAS WHICH ABSORB HEAT. Idea of paved forum at 
east end corner is a bad, bad idea. It will be hot, dusty, and noisy.” 

Appearance 

The appearance of the park and surrounds is identified by 117 respondents, with many very 
favourable comments related to the formal beds and the care taken with their maintenance, as 
well as the cool, green spaces in the centre of the city. To some, this is the essential heart of the 
city. Other respondents address the opportunities to improve the appearance of the park, 
suggesting different and new plantings, more shade and seating opportunities. The following 
comments reflect the span received: 

  “Having lived away from Newcastle in various states and territories, I find CIVIC PARK 
and LAMAN ST area to hold the same emotional and relevant sentiments as Central 
Park in New York: IT FEELS LIKE HOME! Laman Street trees present some issues, 
but those issues can be managed. Please don’t do away with the shaded surroundings 
that these two areas provide. The fountain, memorials and trees are the heart of 
Newcastle City.” 

 “I like the park being there and it must be retained. The park gardeners have kept what 
is there well maintained but the layout is old and needs to be modernised.” 

 “I like its open feel.” 

 “I think the changes proposed will enhance the already good ambiance of the area.” 

 “I love the feeling of peace and coolness that one gets from being in Laman Street with 
the existing trees. I find the Gallery, Library, and the whole area pleasant to visit as 
they are now.” 



 

Laman Street & Civic Precinct Consultation Report         February 2011 26 of 30 

Access 

The accessibility of the park is much-appreciated, as the centre and link between a number of 
important civic and cultural locations. Some address the physical access to the park, with the 
terraced steps around the fountain clearly impassable for prams and wheelchairs. Parking, 
pedestrian and cycle access are identified in the 82 comments received on this subject. The 
following comments illustrate: 

 “However with the removal of parking spaces in front of the gallery and library, reduces 
much-needed parking. It's difficult enough finding a park in the general vicinity as it is.” 

  “Bicycle access along Laman St in both directions even if cars are one way. It’s nice 
and cool on a hot day.” 

 “Access from Civic Railway Station. Integration of community and agencies in the 
current Hunter and King Street complex.” 

 “I actually like walking down into the park from Laman Street and, although I would like 
improved access for people with disabilities, I would not like to see a bland paved 
‘flattened out’ area that looks like Wheeler Place which is hot, unattractive and strongly 
resembles a prison exercise yard (which is maybe why no one seems to want to gather 
there).” 

 “I like being able to drive down Laman St both ways so I can get to and from the library. 
Without Laman St as two-way The Hill is cut off from Cooks Hill because Council [or is 
it Queen St] is closed.” 

Priority 

Forty-eight people comment on the allocation of the priority to Civic Park, suggesting other 
areas for more immediate focus. The following comments illustrate: 

 “I don't think we need to be spending a great deal of money in this precinct when there 
are a lot more areas of the Newcastle CBD that need to be addressed. We need to get 
our priorities in order for successful beautification of Newcastle.” 

 “At present Civic Park for us is not a destination. We pass through it on the way to 
somewhere else eg the library. For our purposes it works well enough. Surely there are 
other places in Newcastle that deserve this attention before Civic Park etc?” 

 “The real issue is Council cannot afford such grandiose proposals. Some of this is to 
abet the hidden agenda re the gallery.” 

 “Essentially, leave it as it is. Maintain the Laman Street figs. Update furniture in the 
park.” 

  “STOP WASTING MONEY (i.e. rates) DOING ALL THESE "STUDIES" AND MAKING 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND NOT FOLLOWING THROUGH. If the trees need to be 
chopped, chop them and stop succumbing to the noisy self interest groups. make a 
recommendation, follow through, and move on.” 

 “I really don't care whether there are fig trees but there needs to be trees in the street.  
Library should be refurbished and gallery extended with proposed new extension with 
cafe and shops.” 
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Final Comment 
To some extent the final comments reflect comments made by respondents in earlier questions 
– and a sample is reported here for completeness. All comments received are included in 
Appendix IV. 

Design 

Many people address specific aspects of the design, with 126 open-ended final comments 
received – and many of these have been reported in the report. Overall, there is approval for 
many aspects of the design, and some reservation for the formalising of the park, with more 
emphasis on maintenance and upkeep of what is in the park at present. Some comments of a 
broader nature, to illustrate current community expectation: 

 “Avoid changes being too formal and/or "geometrical" - aim to preserve "natural" 
appearance.” 

 “How does civic and its ceremonial, festival use fit with other parklands in the inner 
city? The main reason for the design of the foreshore park being so open is for festivals 
etc. But what we lack is a large park for relaxing, contemplation and lots of shade. Civic 
park at the currently allows for this but could be better. If it is to be renovated into a 
ceremonial formal park where do we go for shade and contemplation?” 

  “I believe in the principle that less is more particularly if the design framework is good 
and uncluttered.” 

 “Go back to the drawing board!”   

 “Having a green area like this in the city is great. An integrated precinct linking the art 
gallery, library, that is- the contemporary nature of modern art - with the majestic 
sandstone heritage buildings on King Street would be great.” 

Access 

Access and accessibility around and across the park are identified by 69 respondents, with 
reference to parking, cycle, wheelchair and pram and pedestrian access. The potential for 
parking behind the Art Gallery, reinstated parking on Laman Street, improved pedestrian 
crossings across King Street and pedestrian-only access between the park and the gallery are 
all commented on. The following comments illustrate the continuing high priority of transport 
issues for the city: 

  “No facility is of any value if people can't get to it. More parking is badly needed and 
the rail line is to be kept in use.” 

 “Spend some money on footpaths and gutters.” 

 “Pedestrian access from King St seriously needs to be considered. Firstly, as it stands 
now in the short term I believe more lighting for the pathways needs to be provided at 
night, and in particular better lighting needs to be installed in and around the crossing 
at King St. It is extremely dangerous due to the fact it is difficult to see pedestrians 
using the crossing at night.” 

 “An enlarged, multi-storey Queen St Car Park is a great idea and would be 
complimented by the opening of Queen St from Dawson St to Darby Street.” 
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  “Can't imagine I would ever use an underpass - safety risk. Get pushbikes off the road. 
Improve parking as that is the main reason I don't often go in town and public transport 
is just not private or convenient enough.” 

 “Bike rental station to complement other bike stations in Honeysuckle, Foreshore, 
Darby St, Newcastle Baths along with a cycle/ pedestrian circuit connecting these 
places so families/ visitors to the city can ride/ walk safely around CBD area whilst 
taking in some sights. Magnificent city to lead a healthy lifestyle in.” 

 “Access is critical, particularly for wheelchairs and prams/strollers. I regularly use the 
precinct with a pram and find the level change from Laman Street to the Park wholly 
inadequate.” 

 “Additional / drop off special event parking  zone on the corner of King/Darby  to allow 
for special events / like formal hire cars / wedding parties to be able to park and walk in 
the park for photos etc.” 

Laman Street 

All aspects of changes proposed in Laman Street continue to draw strong comment at this final 
question, with 61 comments addressing the trees themselves, the street surface, the 
accessibility to the major buildings and Council’s management of Laman Street canvassed. The 
following comments illustrate: 

 “The road in Laman St should be open to traffic and all the scaffolding removed. The 
trees are not a problem and very attractive as they are in other streets in Newcastle.” 

 “It is a crying shame that there is a proposal to keep any of the trees on Laman Street. I 
know of several people who have used Civic Park for many years from other areas of 
Newcastle who where completely unaware that the beautiful library building was hidden 
behind the unsafe trees.” 

 “Save the Laman figs as one of Newcastle's most valuable land marks.” 

 “Just scrap the road. It can be used as parkland. Keep the trees.” 

 “Making the area of Laman St in front of the Art Gallery and Library a pedestrian only 
space would be wonderful if there were park seats and possibly even picnic tables 
(similar to squares that you see throughout Southern Europe and South America). 
They are places where people can come together and relax. The coolness that the 
trees provide, and well as being the cultural precinct with the art gallery and library, 
would give the space a welcoming atmosphere, and provide a calming, cool place for 
quiet recreation.” 

 “The fig trees should be cut back to allow more light. Loose branches are a danger to 
the pedestrian.” 

 “The whole area of buildings and footpaths is MOULDY. With those big trees, there is 
no way to dry the place out. It all looks very dirty, sad. I love trees but let’s move on 
and create a plaza - clean and flat. Do away with Laman St. Make a plaza open area 
with music and dance. Colour the place. Plant Australian natives. Clean it all. Steam 
clean it all - take out all boring plants.” 
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Priority 

A theme in open-ended comments (58 responses) is frustration with the number of studies 
undertaken around Civic Park without implementation once adopted by Council; some 
respondents identify other areas of higher priority for Council action. The following comments 
illustrate this theme: 

 “Please do not put a large cement/paved area in as has been discussed in the last two 
Civic Park plans.” 

 “Is this the highest priority for the Council? Except for maintenance and upkeep, it looks 
okay at the moment.” 

 “BTW:  Please stop pissing public money up the wall on "charettes" or "charades" or 
whatever the hell you clowns call them.” 

 “Save some money by leaving this place alone. Spend it on other suburbs. I live in New 
Lambton, my children live in Waratah. Both these places could do with work and 
money spent on them. I like riding bikes - separate bike paths would get my vote for 
spending millions of dollars. The middle of the city is important to have looking good 
but it's not relevant to many of us very often. I go to Blackbutt and Glenrock more than I 
go to Civic Park.” 

  “It would be nice to have a design completed once started.” 

 “How about fixing the CBD and Hunter St and parking around Honeysuckle first and 
making these parts of town more welcoming by getting rid of parking meters and 
loading zones at night and weekends.” 

 “It would be good if the extension to the Art Gallery and any alterations to the Library 
were fast tracked.  These are the two things that would give a focus to this area and 
also generate more funds through cafe and shops for the area.  This would also draw 
in Darby Street better.” 

 “Let's get going on a plan to make this beautiful space even better.” 

  “We have many substandard roads, footpaths and drainage that I would have thought 
that these should be a priority instead of ripping up great parkland which could be in 
great shape for at least 10 to 20 more years.” 

 “The art gallery should be renovated which has been suggested for years and as usual 
with Newcastle Council nothing gets done.” 
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Facilities 

Facilities, such as seating, play equipment, toilets, barbeques and so on are commented on by 
19 respondents at this final comment question, as follows: 

 “Most definitely - needs safe public toilets, water fountains, lighting: as does elsewhere 
in this city.” 

 “There should be attractive ways to hide the garbage bins.” 

 “Cafe near library and park would be essential.” 

 “More chairs in shady areas throughout the park, instead of them all lining the edges 
e.g. like the Lily of the Valley chair. The chairs near the pedestrian crossing on King St 
are very under-used. Leave 1 or 2 there and move the others into the park further. No 
one wants to sit near the traffic.” 

 “Add a children’s’ play area, maybe incorporating it with the sculpture garden/gallery 
extensions.” 

Vegetation 

Twelve respondents address their final comments to vegetation in the park, with the following as 
illustration: 

 “Parky gardens- more colourful.” 

 “Would like to see introduction of more native plants in the terraced gardens near 
Laman St that would attract native birds.” 

 “Maintain annual planting either with "City of Newcastle Bi-Centenary" roses in front of 
fountain. Maintain and retain all flower beds.” 

 “Planning of areas of shade trees so that trees can be removed as they get old and 
new trees take their place.” 
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 Laman Street & Civic Precinct  

The Laman Street & Civic Precinct, bound by Hunter, Darby, Queen and 
Union Streets includes major city features such as City Hall, the Council 
Administration Centre, Civic Park, the Newcastle City Library and the 
Newcastle Region Art Gallery. Many people identify strongly with the Laman 
Street & Civic Precinct, with 480,000 visitors to the art gallery and library 
annually. The precinct provides strong connections to other key city centre 
precincts and urban renewal projects such as along Hunter Street.  

The draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct established 
principles for the use, character and design of the area. It also seeks to 
recognise and enhance a number of culturally significant items and facilities.  
 
The draft design framework is created in 3 sections: 

 East End : Civic Park 
 West End: Civic Park 
 Laman Street 

 
Council is interested in your views for the future of the precinct. Prior to 
completing this survey, we encourage you to take the time to read the Draft 
Design Laman Street & Civic Precinct Framework, located on Council’s 
website and in libraries and the administration building. Please take 5-10 
minutes to fill out this questionnaire. Your input will also help shape the Civic 
Park Masterplan. 
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Q1. When was the last time you visited the Laman Street & Civic Precinct? Please 
select one response only. 
 

 
Within the last week 

 Within the last month 

 Within the last 6 months 

 Within the last 12 months 

 More than 12 months ago 

 Today is my first visit  

 Never 

 
Because you have never been to the Laman Street & Civic Precinct, the 
remainder of this survey does not apply to you.  Please send your 
survey back to The City of Newcastle. Thank you for taking the time to 
participate in the survey.   
 
Q2. How many people typically visit the Laman Street & Civic Precinct with you? 
Please select one response only. 
 

 
I am alone (Go to Q4) 

 1-2 

 3-5 

 6+ 

 
Q3. What is the age group of those typically visiting with you? Please select all that 
apply. 
 

 
birth-15 

 16-24 

 25-39 

 40-54 

 55-69 

 70+ 
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Q4. How do you typically travel to the Laman Street & Civic Precinct?  
Please select one response only. 
 

 
Car 

 Bus 

 Train 

 Motorcycle 

 Walk 

 Cycle 

 Other (Please specify)      __________________________________ 
 

 
Q5. What activities have you done during previous visits to the Laman Street & Civic 
Precinct? Please select all that apply. 
 

 Attend a corporate or private party  

 Attend a cultural event (eg Winter Heat, Art Bazar) 

 Attend a public memorial ceremony (eg ANZAC Day) 

 Attend church 

 Attend City Hall function/ Council meeting 

 Attend the University (Nesca House) 

 Family outing/picnic 

 For photo taking (eg weddings, school formals) 

 Group activity (eg birthday party, children’s playgroup) 

 Individual activity (eg eat lunch, read book, sit) 

 Passing through 

 Play an informal sport (eg frisbee, walk, run, cycle)  

 School outing/school formal 

 Take part in a public protest or issue awareness raising event 

 Use the public toilets 

 Visit public or private memorials 

 Visit the Conservatorium of Music 

 Visit the Newcastle Region Art Gallery 

 Visit the Newcastle City Library  

 Other (Please specify)  __________________________________ 

 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 5 of 153 
 

Q6. Please rate the various aspects related to wellbeing, cleanliness and Civic Park’s 
overall image. Please select one response for each. 

 

Aspects Excellent Great Good Fair Poor 
Don’t 

know/Not 
applicable 

Access into Civic 
Park from Laman 
Street 

      

Access into Civic 
Park from King 
Street 

      

Adequate shade       
Attractiveness of 
hard landscape (eg 
furniture, paving, 
paths)   

      

Attractiveness of 
soft landscape (eg 
trees, grass) 

      

Cleanliness/quality 
of maintenance       
Comfort of places 
to sit       
Easy to read & 
informative  
signage 

      

Feeling safe during 
the day       
Feeling safe after 
dark       
Footpath 
connections       
Number of places 
to sit       
Overall layout of 
park       

Overall 
attractiveness       
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Q7. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for the East End: Civic 
Park? {draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 4} 

 

 

Draft proposal 
Disagree 

completely 
Disagree 

somewhat 
Neither 

Agree 
somewhat 

Agree 
completely 

Don’t 
know 

 
Consolidate private 
memorials to one 
location within the park 

      

Create a forum space 
used for public 
speaking and events 
on the corner of Darby 
Street and King Street  

      

Create a series of 
organised open 
spaces within Civic 
Park 

      

Improve pedestrian 
and disabled access 
from Laman Street into 
Civic Park 

      

New public furniture       
Plant new trees to 
provide shade and 
structure to park 
spaces 

      

Propagate a new Lone 
Pine as a living 
memorial feature 

      

Redesign Memorial 
Grove in current 
location 

      

Redesign Memorial 
Grove in new location       
Refurbish the existing  
public toilets       
Remove and rebuild 
the public toilets in a 
more appropriate 
location 

      

Retain pathway 
connections to Hunter 
Street and Darby 
Street 
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Q8. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for the West End: Civic 
Park? {draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 5} 

 

 

Draft proposal 
Disagree 

completely 
Disagree 

somewhat
Neither  

Agree 
somewhat 

Agree 
completely 

Don’t 
know 

 
Consolidate private 
memorials to one 
location within park 

      

Create a series of 
organised open 
spaces within Civic 
Park 

      

Create a strong 
pedestrian connection 
between Civic Park 
and Laman Street 

      

Create a strong 
pedestrian connection 
from Civic Park to 
Hunter Street 

      

Ensure retention and 
succession planting for 
park figs 

      

New public furniture       
Relocate the 
gardener’s shed to 
allow St Andrews 
Signalman’s Cottage 
to be integrated into 
the park and opened 
to the public 

      

Retain and strengthen 
the central axis 
connecting City Hall, 
War Memorial, Captain 
Cook Fountain and the 
Library 

      

Removal of the fence 
between St Andrews 
and Civic Park 

      

Retain the existing 
public war memorials 
in their current 
locations 

      

St Andrews to become 
a more integrated 
piece of Civic Park 
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Q9. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for Laman Street? {draft 
design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 6} 
  

 
Q10. What do you particularly like about the Laman Street & Civic Precinct that you 
do not want changed? Please be as specific as possible. 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Q11. Are there any additional comments you would like to provide regarding the draft 
design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct? Please be as specific as 
possible. 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. 

Draft proposal 
Disagree 

completely 
Disagree 

somewhat
Neither  

Agree 
somewhat 

Agree 
completely 

Don’t 
know 

 
Create a 10km/h 
shared area giving 
pedestrians 
priority over traffic 

      

Extend and 
terrace Laman 
Street level into 
the park and allow 
for additional tree 
planting 

      

Extension of 
library public 
space into Laman 
Street 

      

Inclusion of a 
sculpture garden 
as an extension of 
the gallery into 
Laman Street  

      

Investigate 
opening former 
rail underpass as 
a pedestrian and 
cycleway 

      

Provide new stair 
configuration into 
park near St 
Andrews 
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Appendix II – Demographics 
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General Characteristics of Newcastle Voice 
Sample 
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Length of Time Lived in Newcastle, LGA 

 

Gender 

 

Age 

 

Employment Status 
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Suburb of Residence 
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Ward 

  
PD as % 

LGA  Survey sample % 
Ward 1 
(Carrington, Cooks Hill, Islington, Kooragang, Maryville, Mayfield, Mayfield 
East, Mayfield West, Newcastle (CBD), Newcastle East, Newcastle West, 
Stockton, The Hill, Tighes Hill, Warabrook, Wickham) 25 37.78 
Ward 2 
(Adamstown, Adamstown Heights, Bar Beach, Broadmeadow, Hamilton, 
Hamilton East, Hamilton North, Hamilton South, Merewether, Merewether 
Heights, The Junction) 25 24.37 
Ward 3 
(Georgetown, Jesmond, Kotara, Lambton, New Lambton, New Lambton 
Heights, North Lambton, Waratah, Waratah West) 25 19.18 
Ward 4 
(Beresfield, Birmingham Gardens, Blackhill / Lenaghan, Callaghan, Elermore 
Vale, Fletcher, Hexham, Maryland, Minmi, Rankin Park, Sandgate, Shortland, 
Tarro, Wallsend) 25 17.36 

 

Planning District 

   
   PD as % LGA Survey sample % 
Inner City South 15.8 28.69 
Inner City North 8 12.15 
Hamilton 18 15.9 
Mayfield 10.1 8.28 
Lambton 19.5 14.58 
Jesmond 6.2 4.01 
Wallsend 13.5 8.56 
Blue Gum Hills 7.2 4.83 
North West 3.4 1.69 
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General Characteristics of Newcastle Voice 
Respondents 

Length of Time Lived in Newcastle, LGA 

 

Gender 

 

Age 

 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 16 of 153 
 

Employment Status 
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Suburb of Residence 
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Ward 

  
PD as % 

LGA  
Survey 

respondents % 
Ward 1 
(Carrington, Cooks Hill, Islington, Kooragang, Maryville, Mayfield, Mayfield 
East, Mayfield West, Newcastle (CBD), Newcastle East, Newcastle West, 
Stockton, The Hill, Tighes Hill, Warabrook, Wickham) 25 41.40 
Ward 2 
(Adamstown, Adamstown Heights, Bar Beach, Broadmeadow, Hamilton, 
Hamilton East, Hamilton North, Hamilton South, Merewether, Merewether 
Heights, The Junction) 25 24.30 
Ward 3 
(Georgetown, Jesmond, Kotara, Lambton, New Lambton, New Lambton 
Heights, North Lambton, Waratah, Waratah West) 25 16.80 
Ward 4 
(Beresfield, Birmingham Gardens, Blackhill / Lenaghan, Callaghan, Elermore 
Vale, Fletcher, Hexham, Maryland, Minmi, Rankin Park, Sandgate, Shortland, 
Tarro, Wallsend) 25 13.95 

 

Planning District 
   PD as % LGA Survey respondents % 
Inner City South 15.8 32.55 
Inner City North 8 11.25 
Hamilton 18 16.65 
Mayfield 10.1 8.55 
Lambton 19.5 13.50 
Jesmond 6.2 4.20 
Wallsend 13.5 6.15 
Blue Gum Hills 7.2 3.9 
North West 3.4 1.8 
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General Characteristics of Anonymous 
Respondents  

Gender 

 

Age 

 

Where live 

 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 21 of 153 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix III – Topline Report 
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Q1. When was the last time you visited the Laman Street & Civic Precinct? Please 
select one response only. 
 

 
 
Q2. How many people typically visit the Laman Street & Civic Precinct with you? 
Please select one response only. 

 
 
Q3. What is the age group of those typically visiting with you? Please select all that 
apply. 
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Q4. How do you typically travel to the Laman Street & Civic Precinct?  
Please select one response only. 

 
 
Q5. What activities have you done during previous visits to the Laman Street & Civic 
Precinct? Please select all that apply. 
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Q6. Please rate the various aspects related to wellbeing, cleanliness and Civic Park’s  
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Q7. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for the East End: Civic 
Park? {draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 4} 
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Q8. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for the West End: Civic 
Park? {draft design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 5} 
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Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 39 of 153 
 

Q9. To what extent do you agree with the draft proposals for Laman Street? {draft 
design framework for the Laman Street & Civic Precinct  page 6} 
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Appendix IV – Open Ended Comments 
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Travel_other 
 
travel_7_other 
car 
Company vehicle 
Ferry and walk 
Ferry and walk or car 
taxi 
 
 

Reasons_other 
 
subject reasons_20_other 
culture Attend concerts, jazz festival City Hall 
culture attend Wattspace & PODspace galleries 
culture attended the drs teddy bears clinic 
culture Cafe & Restaurant/Bar at the Clarendon 
culture Choir rehearsals St Andrews 
culture civic theatre 
culture civic theatre 
culture Civic Theatre Performance 
culture Civic Theatre visit 
culture community activity 
culture craft market 
culture funeral 
culture go to events held in the area 
culture Guided heritage tour 
culture Have lunch with friends 
culture mattara art festival 
culture Mattara Festival 
culture Meeting 

culture 
participate in performing arts activities/workshops at Performing Arts 
Newcastle (PAN), 5 Auckland St. 

culture playing music 
culture shopping at PD surf shop 
culture Swooned / Romanced 
culture theatre 
culture Theatre 
culture visit Octapod 
culture visit Watt Space & PODspace galleries 
culture WATT Space Gallery 
education Attend Hunter UBA learning 

individual activity admire and value the trees as a part of the landscape 
individual activity Eat Lunch 
individual activity eating lunch 
individual activity enjoy the fig trees 
individual activity enquiry at Council building 
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individual activity 

I often cycle in to Laman St purely to experience the ambience provided by 
the cathedral  arch of the figs. i'm very mindful that Council resolved on 
December 2010 to retain the existing figs and replace the 4 which were 
previously removed. i will be vigilant in ensuring that the figs are 
incorporated in the precinct revitilisation despite them barely featuring in the 
various design models prepared and exhibited by Council officers. The fig 
trees are the soul of the precinct and draw multitudes of people to the area. 
they must remain. 

individual activity Just enjoy the space 
individual activity Look at flowers and fountain 
individual activity pick up wife from work 
individual activity relax 
individual activity to just be near the Fig trees on Laman street 
passing through eat and walk down Darby 
passing through Family live nearby 
passing through live in the area 
passing through skateboarding 
passing through visit Darby Street precinct 
passing through Visit friend 
passing through visit wheeler place 
passing through visiting friends 
passing through visiting park 
passing through walk the dog in the park 
passing through walking party 
passing through attend AGM for strata 
passing through attend Council offices 
passing through Council office 
passing through go to work 
passing through work in Civic theatre 
passing through Work in precinct 
work Asset Maintenace Work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work work 
work Work 
work Work 
work Work 
work work as a driver 
work WORK LOCATION 
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Like_don’t want changed 
 
subject like 

access 

Close Laman St and open Queen St to traffic. 
 
Keep the library and Art gallery in Laman St. 

access 

connectivity, cultural/social activities cluster, Lovett Gallery, 
connections to Darby Street, respect for those who sacrificed their 
lives that we can live "free", safe places to stop and rest, the 
wonderful fountain is our focus sculpture 

access 

Currently has no bicycle traffic and would like to keep it that way. 
 
Lovely flower arrangements and gardeners do a super job. 

access 

Gardens and fountain are very apealing. 
 
The access via the stairs around the fountain has a nice formal 
feel about it. 

access 

Generally support the design framework. primary concern is 
pedestrian safety, particularly at night. 
 
Support new landscaping and more shade trees, as well as 
reorganisation and function of spaces, however, need to ensure 
that informal recreational space is maintained somewhere 
 
 
Particularly like to orientation and avenue between public 
buildings on either side of the park. 

access 

Generally the current state of the park is quite good. However with 
the removal of parking spaces in front of the gallery and library 
reduces much-needed parking. It's difficult enough finding a park 
in the general vicinity as it is. 

access Good public access 
access good walking access 

access 
I enjoy the history and the natural beauty of the area, and that it is 
accessible to all 

access 
A good pedestrian friendly area of the city - pedestrians to have 
priority over cars. 

access 

Access from Civic Railway Station. 
 
Integration of community and agencies in the current Hunter and 
King Street complex. 
 
 
Usage of Auckland Street, between King and Laman Streets for 
public displays et.al 

access 

Access to Civic Park from Laman street via stairs above and 
around  fountain and fountain to remain unchanged in style and 
the Fig trees to remain. 
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access 

Basically, having a green area in the centre of the civic part of the 
city.  
 
It's a place to meet, to have a snack while waiting for events and 
one can watch 'the world go by'. 

access 

Bicycle access along Laman St in both directions even if cars are 
one way. Its nice and cool on a hot day.  
 
Civic park seems a bit empty since the big trees blew down in the 
storm. 

access 

Calm and beautiful atmosphere. 
 
Easy access to gallery and Library. 

access canopy and access - the thoroughfare. 

access 

Currently It presents well, ability to view by having Motor vechicle 
access, Allows for the nesscessity of street parking, too much has 
been placed upon walking here and there, it prevents needed 
mobility by car, wheeler place is a concrete jungle, it needs life,like 
it was prior to 1970. Planners dont consider those factors, looks 
good, feels good on paper but look at it what a waste. 

access 

Do not change the fountain, war memorial, open spaces.  Civic 
park is a good venue for public speaking etc & needs to retain 
open space for this purpose. 

access 

do not want existing figs replaced except where diseased and a 
replacement strategy put in place for similar configuration. 
diagional figs in park to be retained as an indicator to past railway 
lines and underpass from cooks hill to burwood street. 
 
need public toilet access, with perhaps a night time security 
strategy formulated for the area, (lighting, cameras etc) 

access easy access to main part of city 

access 

Finding some where to park in Newcastle is like wining the lottery. 
There needs to be more car parks in the Laman St area. No public 
transport is not the answer, have you been on it lately, have you 
seen the freaks that use it! 

access 

Having completed the survey, I believe that to upgrade the area 
and make it more attractive and pedestrian friendly will be a great 
assett and bring an needed change to the face of Newcastle City.  
 
thank you. 
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access 

I don't like the precinct as it is now. The avenue is no longer what 
it was. The trees are clearly not there for even the medium term. 
As typically Newcastle, vehicles have always had total right of way 
over pedestrians. The space is isolated from Civic Park. The 
Library is totally hidden yet its a wonderful example of an 
architectural style and period.   
 
I want to see the cultural buildings, Laman street and Civic Park 
developed into a single and unique public space where people 
and events have precedence over vehicles. I want to see bold 
planting of new, large growing and long lived trees that will 
enclose spaces & not just Laman street. Figs are not the only 
choice for large trees either.  
 
 I want the precinct to become the city's most popular destination - 
a place all will want to visit, whether tourist, out of towner, or local 
- a place where there is activity, culture, food and entertainment - 
the living heart of the metropolis.  
 
Laman Street and the precinct as it is today (declining and taty) is 
the result of happenstance and serendipity - nobody planned it to 
work as a precinct.  But large mature trees are not permanent 
civic fixtures that can be rehabilitated at whim. The large trees in 
Civic Park and Laman Street are failing and the entire space has 
lost its charm and seems neglected.  
 
The city leaders seem to have become frozen, unable to make the 
bold decisions for the next generation of Novcastrians. Well 
meaning but misguided community activism couched in politically 
charged and emotive 'tree preservation' terms is a costly and 
ultimately futile diversion. Intergenerational equity is being 
sacrificed for short term gain and the  city is starting to look like a 
looser.  
 
It is time to make a new cultural and civic precinct and to stop the 
false framing of this is a 'save the trees' issue. 

access 

I like being able to access the library and the art gallery by car and 
being able to park close to these facilites.  With young children 
attending the library functions parking is somewhat difficult to 
obtain at times and discourages me from attending city library 
functions even though the library facilities are great.   
 
I particularly love the Fig Trees in Laman street and hope that 
these will be left in place. 

access 
I like that there is no traffic in Laman street outside the Art Gallery 
and Library 

access 

I like the canopy of trees but do not like the figs because of the 
root problem for pedestrians and they attract flying foxes. 
 
Parking is a problem 
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access 

I like the connectivity between Laman Street and the park. The 
fences that now cordon off the fig trees on Laman Street are not 
only ugly-ugly-ugly, but those fences have prevented easy access 
from a number of points into the park from Laman Street. Very 
bad. 
 
I liek the amount of green, and especially the graceful catherdral-
like canopy the fig trees provide. 
 
I like the idea of creating a cultural precinct between the Civic 
Theatre and the Art Gallery, and making it more appealing for 
people to spend time in Civic Park.  Those open, unshaded places 
mean that for 3 or 4 months of the year, the park is too exposed 
and hot to use from about 10am to 3pm, or even later.  Add more 
trees and shade structures. 
 
I like the idea of closing Laman Street to traffic, and making it a 
pedestrian walkway (and having weddings booked under the 
Laman Street trees) only BUT ONLY if there are additional pram-
friendly accesses into the library and the art gallery from either 
Darby Street or from the car park off Queen Street - with a HUGE 
number of new car parks!!!!  If you expand the library and/or the 
art gallery, you should be planning for more visitors, and that 
means adequate car parks!   
 
 
 
Even if the area is only upgraded, without expanding those two 
public buildings, the area won't be used as it should be if it isn't 
relatively easy to park there.  Right now, parking is a nightmare - 
and I live in the neighborhood: I almost never use my car to use 
the library and the gallery. 
 
 
Attendance at both the art gallery and the library will have dropped 
off since Laman has been closed to traffic and car parks removed 
because at huge proportion of the people who use those public 
assets are the elderly and parents with young children - both 
groups need easy-access to public buildings. 
 
I do not want the fig trees removed all at once, if they need to be 
removed at all.   The graceful green canopy is one of the areas 
biggest visual assets and particularly makes the area pleasant to 
go to in warmer weather.  I have not been convinced by either the 
Stay or Remove fig tree groups as to whether the fig trees are 
unsafe or not.  What I want is, if the figs should be removed, that 
they are replaced SLOWLY in stages, with a more appropriate 
tree planted in the same place as the fig removed so that we don't 
lose the green canopy.  And the fig stumps should be given to 
local artists to carve, and put in the art gallery's sculpture garden. 
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access 

I like the fact it's there and has art gallery, library, con etc. The figs 
are beautiful and give shade and character to the area. It needs 
some classy specialty shops and cafe's on the streets opposite 
the park to make it more vibrant and feel safer. When I think of 
Civic park itself I get an image of a characterless barren concrete 
dustbowl in my head (this is obviously not correct but is the image 
that pops in) - it is the trees and buildings surrounding it that that 
give it the character. Driving along laman under the trees with the 
gallery etc and terraces feels other wordly and is something that 
never fails to lift my mood. 

access 
I like the fact that it represents our cultural centre of Newcastle 
and should remain so 

access 

I like the shady trees and that Civic Park is a place to sit in the 
shade or just walk through on the way to the Art Gallery and 
Library.  For those who use it more often than I do you may have 
other ideas for improvement. 

access 

I like the trees in Laman Street. 
 
I can see the problem that council has with tree maintenance. 
 
I enjoy the park as it is but there is always some room for 
improvement. 
 
The toilets need urgent attention and should be open more often. 

access 

I like the trees in particular and the gardens (would like more 
gardens) I like the space of the parrk but maybe an easy ramp link 
to Laman steet would be good 

access 
I love the fig trees. I love the art gallery and library. Parking is the 
proble. Love the civic park 

access 

I love the Laman St figs and would like to see them retained whilst 
creating better connections with the park and more open 
pedestrian space in the street. 

access 

I love the shady figs in Laman St. 
 
I like being able to drive down Laman St both ways so I can get to 
and from the library. 
 
Without Laman St as 2 way The Hill is cut off from Cooks Hill cos 
Council [or is it Queen St] is closed. 

access 

I particularly like the cover of greenery as one drives through or 
walks. I greatly miss being able to drive from Dartby Street to 
Union via Cooks Hill. I deeply miss the inability to turn from Darby 
Street  traveling south into Laman Steet. I know this has 
happened a number of years ago but I deeply regret the turning 
closure. I also greatly miss being able to drive east along Laman 
into Darby Streets. The chief beneficiaries of the supposed 
changes are the residents of Cooks Hill not the people of 
Newcastle. The one thing holding the Art Gallery and perhaps 
library is lack of a fast reasonable and cheap eating place at 
lunchtime. I believe many more people would come at lunchtime if 
they could get a quick feed and then enjoy or vice versa. 

access 

I particulary like the existing tree canopy in Laman st. I also think 
the drop off points in front of the gallery and libary are important 
for access for less mobile visitors. 

access 
I think that Civic Park is a great place for young people to meet 
and spend time together and I would love to see this aspect 
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encouraged not discouraged. 

access 
i think the trees should be kept and parking available - free to 
library users. 

access 
I used to like the seating below Laman Street but the seats are 
removed now? 

access 

I very much like like the green canopy and shade formed by the 
figs in Laman Street. I actually like walking down into the park 
from Laman Street and, although I would like improved access for 
people with disabilities, I  would not like to see a bland paved 
"flattened out" area that looks like Wheeler Place which is hot, 
unattractive and strongly resembles a prison exercise yard (which 
is maybe why no one seems to want to gather there). 
 
I also like the shaded areas under the tress on the West side of 
Civic park & wish that the East side wasn't so bereft of green and 
shady areas. 

access 

I'd like the disabled car parking spaces in Laman St to remain. 
 
 
 
the fountain stays. 

access 

It is a great place for civic and community activities that enable 
large groups to congregate in a central location. 
 
When visiting the library it entices you into the park for a relax or 
play. 

access 

It is a great-looking park to pass by and look at from the library. 
Why change it. 
 
I love the figs and want them retained. 

access 
It is clean and tidy providing adequate shade to persons passing 
through or stopping in the park. 

access 

it is important to create a strong pedestrian link between Lamen 
Street and Hunter Street (and hopefully to the Harbour in the near 
future). 

access 

It is not neccessary to get rid of the existing car access through 
Laman St or to greatly change the configuration of Civic Park. The 
Figs to stay and definately need disabled/pram access from 
Laman St to civic park.I don't think we need to be spending agreat 
deal of money in this precinct when there are a lot more areas of 
the Newcastle CBD that need to be addressed. We need to get 
our prorities in order for successful beautification of Newcastle. 
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access 

It's a beautiful, green, informal park. It should remain informal.  
 
The huge trees are an essential part of the park and Laman 
Street. They need to be preserved for decades to come. Plant 
more so that in fifty or more years when some of the existing trees 
have to be removed you have large trees to take their place. 
 
It feels safe and I would like council to promote this feeling of 
safety rather than promote the former arborist's assertion that the 
trees are unsafe. 
 
It provides habitat for birds and flying foxes, and probably 
possums, if it's anything like Birdwood Park. This needs to 
continue.It is one of the nicest things about the park and Laman 
Street. 
 
 
Planting of flowers in the samllish garden bed needs to be done 
with pollinators in mind - butterfly-, moth- and bee-attracting plants 
would be environmentally friendly. Annuals aren't very important 
to me but if they make others happy so be it. 
 
 
The grass is an essential part of the park for me and for my family. 
I want to see the amount of grass retained rather than two silly 
areas of hot concrete laid.Cities are hot enough without large 
spaces with no shade added to the existing amount. Have you 
been to museums or galleries in Canberra in summer? Car parks 
and large forecourts are dreadful paces and these 'organised' or 
'structured' spaces would be like that. 
 
 
 
I like the fact that there are three memorials; two of these are 
close together; the central cenotaph was refurbished or moved at 
not inconsiderable expense. How dare some out-of-town 
consultant suggest that this be moved again. 
 
 
The Memorial Grove and the Lone Pine are beautiful and are the 
work of previous generations of council workers and veterans' 
families and colleagues. I'm offended that the idea of doing 
anything to this other than maintain it has been promoted over and 
over again for almost ten years now.The Lord Mayor and Future 
Cities director both publicly denied in 2010 that the Memorial 
Grove was going to be moved. At the Laman Street charette the 
woman who suggested amalgamation of the memorials 
apologised to the group as there was great disquiet at this 
offensive suggestion. 
 
 
A new Lone Pine as a new living memorial would be terrific, as 
long as it's not at the expense of the current one. I'm surprised 
that council does not make more of the fact that we have a Lone 
Pine clone here.The War Memorial in Canberra makes much of 
theirs: in fact when they had to remove it they turned it into 
souvenirs to sell to visitors. 
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There is a great connection between Laman Street and the park, 
and the park and Hunter Street - why do you keep asking about 
'creating' strong connections? These exist. Leave them alone. 
 
Any opening of the old railway line to make a bike park must be 
done only if it's possible to do this and keep the trees safe. 
 
Any sculpture garden must only be made if this is in keeping with 
preserving the health of the figs. 
 
Why do you ask about planting new trees to 'give structure to park 
spaces'? I like the number of trees insofar as I want no less; more 
would be better and they must be native trees that are large in 
stature or smaller trees that are grouped together. The park 
doesn't need any more structure than it has now. Please tell out-
of-town consultants and council managers to shelve their formal 
designs for 'spaces'. The park is a lovely space now.  
 
 
St Andrews is a lovely building but is not part of the park. If they 
want a cafe and to make money out of park visitors this should not 
be funded by ratepayers.Frankly, I don't care whether there is a 
fence between the church and the park. The church is irrelevant 
except as a nice building. Since the council arborist at the charette 
threatened us all with talk of 'root rot' in all the figs behind St 
Andrews', I'm highly suspicious about any talk of doing structural 
work in this part of the park. - As I am of talk of extending the 
library into the park. This would require removing the figs. 
 
 
One of the few benefits of all the upset of the last twelve months 
trying to save the figs from council's arborists has been the 
pedestrianisation of the street.We don't need a 'shared zone' 
where cars can only run us over at 10km/hour, like in the mall. 
Pedestrianise it properly. The only problem with that is the slightly 
more difficult access for funeral vehicles getting to the Baptist 
tabernacle.Have a parking and turning areas for them in front of 
the church; stop any other cars coming into the street. Service 
vehicles can enter at the rear of the church and library.  
 
There is apparently not enough utility space now, since those 
appalling caravans and containers have been at the corner of the 
park for over a year; if you want to move the gardener's shed, 
where will the necessary equipment go that is needed to look after 
the park? If you want to move it to make a cafe, you need to say 
that. I wouldn't support that. 
 
The fountain is lovely but what is that disgusting hole in the 
ground that leads down to the ?pump room? It's awful. 
 
 
I like the dracaenae and rocks since this is as close to a children's 
play area as the park has. More needs to be made iof this. If you 
want people to use the park you need to include families with 
young children and what will attract them is a play area. This 
doesn't have to be ugly or offensive. 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 53 of 153 
 

 
 
 
Seating - you need more. Shade - need more.The park feels safe 
but there should be fewer places that people can hind behind like 
the hedges on the bank between Laman St and the park and the 
Memorial Grove. 
 
If people want to stand and give a speech they can do this using 
the available space. You don't need to formalise this. 
 
The figs in Laman Street need to be preserved at all costs.They 
provide much-needed shade and a backdrop to the park. 
 
I like that this is a relatively low-maintenance park. Few hard 
surfaces to dig up and re-lay, one smallish garden to plant 
annuals in, and some trees that need mulching. That's how it 
should be. 
 
I like the fact that you are putting more seats in. 

access 

It's a centre of cultural activity for the community. 
 
It's pedestrian friendly. 
 
It has great shady green spaces. 
 
Integration of gallery, library and park spaces are all really 
complementary - and could be further capitalised on. 

access Just to keep it looking inviting to ALL. 

access 

Laman Street, before it was closed because of the decaying fig 
trees, was a very convenient and safe throughway for cars not 
wanting to dodge the double parking and meandering pedestrians 
on Darby Street or not wanting to negotiate the bottle-neck on 
King Street between Union Avenue and Darby Street, particularly 
the part in front of the City Hall. 
 
 
As a person who lives in the city, I find my options for routes out of 
the city declining.  The developments for the precinct sound really 
good.  But the development would appear to further restrict any 
hope for improved access for cars along King Street (in front of 
the park)during peak hours, and no access for cars along Laman 
Street. 

access 

leave it well alone other than work on wheelchair acesablity and 
internal improvements to toilets. There are more urgent things for 
council to fix right across the city that there is no money for. There 
are street lights out for over 3 years, roads with potholes in for 
long periods of time there are streets blocked off and not repaired 
for years at a time. get the rest of the place up to speed before 
waisting heaps on titavating the park it is mostly serviceable with 
small maintaince it will be ok. 

access 

Library and Art Gallery should stay but make it more accessible to 
pedestrians/disabled and more lighting. Fig trees should be cut 
down as they are a safety risk (eg. people can hide behind them). 
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access 

Love the open space the trees the grass the connection between 
the areas. 
 
The pedestrian crossing between the town hall and civic park is 
dangerous and would be good if it was lit and or with a middle 
safety zone for pedestrians. 

access 

Love the Park and Laman St Figs. It was an excellent result to 
keep the figs. 
 
To make Laman St just for pedestrians, so that it could have grass 
and places to sit and be a beautiful green place. 

access 

Maintain present pedestrian access. 

access 

More places to park and store your bike; designated cycle paths 
along king, darby and hunter st to greatly improve safety when 
riding through these areas 

access 
No restriction of access; the fountain! Public community gathering 
place - encourage its use more. 

access 

Nothing has been said about parking in Laman 
 
St.   Nothing has been said about the parking that services the 
Baptist Church, which is celebrating 150 years  this year... 
 
where is the disable parking  when Laman St is Closed. 
 
 
Why doesn't council remove the wire fences and clean up the 
leaves and rubbish  thats left there week after week. 
 
 
If parking is removed from Laman St  can disable parking be put 
(3spaces) in Dawson Street. 

access 
open space, accessability, worn in , comfortable feel, freedom of 
space 

access Parking outside of the library which is now very limited. 

access 
Pedestrian connections between cultural, ceremonial, civic and 
transportation sites. 

access 
Remove parking and replace elswehere. Reduce traffic flow area 
in side streets and install angle parking. 

access Retain pathway connections to Hunter and Darby Sts. 

access 
RETAIN TREES AND VEHICLE ACESS TO ART GALLERY AND 
LIBRARY 
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access 

Shared bike and pedestrian routes to prioritise vehicle access. 
 
Ensure new trees that are planted are either figs or native (even 
local) trees. 
 
Any new public furniture to be designed by tafe students or local 
artists (perhaps a welded piece) to ensure long lasting furniture. 
 
Use the potential space on the corner of darby and king st 
including trees in the plaza plan. 
 
Ample shade to be provided by trees (native trees) 
 
More direct access between king and darby st across the park. 

access 

Shared pedestrian zones never work as it only creates confusion. 
Cars and people do not mix and they were never ever meant to 
play together in a magical mystery land. Roads are for cars, 
footpaths are for pedestrians. If the two create a problem as the 
pedistrian crossing does out the front of Civic Hall, then put a 
pedestrian tunnel under the road. Don't mix - fix. 

access 

that it is open green space 
 
 
that  you can walk between the library, through the park and to 
darby street, theatre area etc.  Please maintain "walkability" in 
Newcastle 

access 

The accessibility of all the areas must be maintained and retained. 
The feel of being away from the stresses of city-rush. The way the 
area is people friendly. 

access 
The amenity of shade is the strongest and most appealing feature. 
I also like the ease of access to the Library and Art Gallery. 

access 

The avenue of trees in Laman Street to be retained.  Laman 
Street to become a pedestrian only precinct to enable cultural 
extensions.  Eliminate parking in Laman Street. 

access 

The avenue of trees is absolutely splendid - not sure one could 
replicate this with replanting. 
 
Civic Park fountain is a real focal point. 
 
Pedestrian access from various thoroughfares. 

access 

The cathedral arch of the trees in Laman St and the wonderful 
street trees throughout the area are something that I feel is a 
signature of Newcastle. Remove them, and you remove the heart 
of the city. 
 
 
This is true of the majestic trees in Civic Park (as well as 
throughout other areas of the city: eg. Islington Park, Brown and 
Perkins Sts, etc) 
 
I would like to see Laman St closed to traffic completely which 
would give pedestrians access to that area and further enhance 
the space. 

access 
The fig trees must be maintained above all else. People should be 
allowed to walk/drive there at their own risk. 
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access The figs, shade, easy access to library, gallery and park. 

access 

The pedestrian access between King and Civic Park and Laman 
via walkway past fountain and stairs. Th archway of trees in 
Laman St, whether they be trees or some other form of tree. 

access 
The relaxing easy going atmosphere, where all ages can access 
all parts of the park 

access 
The shade from trees, but any safe shade tree would suffice. 
Quick parking (15 mins) would add to library patrons access. 

access 

The trees the flowers the lawn the history. 
 
please do not change the essence of the park. 
 
Modern toilets and better access for cyclists and pedestrians will 
be greatly appreciated. 

access Tranquil Area providing shaded access to the facilities: library etc. 

access 

Two-way thoroughfare however that might be acheived. No 
parking under the fig trees or alternatively remove the lot and plant 
new suitable trees down the middle. When infrastructure was put 
underground tree roots were severed so of course the trees as is, 
are unstable hence dangerous. 

access Vehicle access and parking near library and gallery 

appearance Cultural precinct, serene 

appearance 

Currently has no bicycle traffic and would like to keep it that way. 
 
Lovely flower arrangements and gardeners do a super job. 

appearance 
Great asset with enormous potential. It needs a complete 
overhaul. 

appearance 

Great sweeping views over Civic Park from Laman St.  The sense 
of grandeur the beautiful buildings inspire.  Cool space created by 
big trees.  Great landscaping and maintenance. 

appearance green open space, fountain, 

appearance 

Green space in the CBD 
 
Meeting place centrally located 
 
Cultural precinct focus 
 
Trees and greenery 

appearance 
Green space, slower pace, wind blowing in trees. Unique little 
place in the city. 

appearance 
I don't spend very much time there so whilst I like the look and feel 
of the park I have not paid too much attention to it. 

appearance 
I enjoy the history and the natural beauty of the area, and that it is 
accessible to all 

appearance I enjoy the relative peace and quiet of Civic Park. 

appearance 

*trees/shade 
 
*pretty plants 
 
*wonderful public art which serves as meeting places (more 
please) 
 
*outdoor art installations 
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appearance 

All grassed areas to be retained. 
 
All Memorials to stay located as they are now. 
 
Enhancement and retention of Sacred Memorial Grove in its 
present position. 
 
Plant more shade trees especially at the eastern end of park. 
 
Add more picnic tables for visitors use. 
 
PLACE SOME BARBECUES IN PARK AS THEY HAVE DONE 
AT DIXON PARK. 
 
RETAIN AND MAINTAIN ALL THE HILL'S FIGS IN LAMAN 
STREET.  
 
CHANGE NAME TO CIVIC MEMORIAL PARK AND PLACE IT 
ON THE TOURIST MAP! 

appearance 

all the open space and lovely trees. 
 
The toilets are in a good position, but need upgrading. 

appearance Can't think of anything at the moment that stands out. 

appearance 
Can't think of anything I don't want changed I think the whole area 
needs refurbishment 

appearance Dont change the gardens 
appearance every thing 

appearance 

everything needs a revisit 
 
although it is great to have everything near each other 
 
everything is just dated or it looks like nothing has ever been 
truely intergrated  
 
there is a great space that could be used a lot more effectively 

appearance 

Figs trees in Laman Street and the shae canopy they create; 
 
Large green spaces in Civic Park 
 
Not too many footpaths 
 
Fairly soft design -not hard and formal 

appearance Flower beds, fountain, Lily of the valley chair 

appearance 
Green spaces with grass and shady trees! Wonderful library, 
fountain! 

appearance 
green; shady diverse microclimates; good access to power boxes 
for events; availability/existence of public toilets 
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appearance 

having lived away from newcastle in various states and territories, 
I find CIVIC PARK AND LAMAN ST area to hold the same 
emotional and relevant sentiments as Central Park in New York. 
IT FEELS LIKE HOME! 
 
Yes Laman street trees present some issues, but those issues 
can be managed. Please dont do away with the shaded 
surroundings that these two areas provide. The 
fountain,memorials and trees are the heart of Newcastle City. 

appearance 

Hinder Fountain 
 
feeling of wide expansive spaces 
 
don't clutter it 

appearance 

I do not want it to look like it has been built "like Topsy" with no 
coherent thread linking both sides together. All should flow 
graciously with a sense of openness. Not lots of bits and odd 
pieces here and there.  
 
Less is more is always a good standard in a room or a Civic 
space. 
 
As the City grows in the years to come to have an outside venue 
that is large enough to hold tens of thousands for events with 
facilities around it will be marvelous. 

appearance 

I know a lot of people will say the fig trees.  I do not feel as 
passionately about that-- I am happy for any change which 
improves on this area as a relaxing, shady community space. 

appearance I like It's open feel. 

appearance 
i like that civic park is like a public garden, a place for people to 
just relax. 

appearance 

I like that 
 
it is central 
 
can be seen from the balcony at City Hall 
 
is spacious 
 
is green 
 
is a centre of attention 
 
has a history 

appearance 
I like the degree of greenery. I would hate to see much lawn or 
garden space paved or concreted. 

appearance 

I like the green shade created by the tree canopy arching over 
Laman Street. I also like the shaded areas in the Park that are 
provided by large trees. Being able-bodied, I like the easy 
pedestrian access from the park to the library and art Region Art 
Gallery, however, I recognise that this ascess could be improved 
for disabled people. I actually like walking from Laman Streen 
down into park and would not like to see this descent levelled. 
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appearance 

I like the landscaping, stairways and current position of trees 
(NOT including Laman Street area). It is good that there are 
already several open spaces within the park with the ability to use 
these spaces for multiple functions. 

appearance 

I like the North-South axis with the fountain as focal point 
 
I like the variety of trees but the dragonblood trees need 
protection, maybe in a more inaccessible garden bed. 
 
I like the protection offered by the figs on the Western side of the 
park and the open nature of the Eastern side. 

appearance 

I like the park being there and it must be retained. The park 
gardeners have kept what is thee well maintained but the layout is 
old and needs to be modernised. 
 
Similarly the fig argument should never have occured and every 
attempt should be made to make the place more welcoming like 
other cities do. 

appearance 
I like the shady green nature of the area, specifically this means 
the retention of trees and the possible planting of more. 

appearance 

I like the trees in particular and the gardens (would like more 
gardens) I like the space of the parrk but maybe an easy ramp link 
to Laman steet would be good 

appearance 
I like the trees that give shade in Civic Park.  However I would like 
to remove that ugly peacock feather in Civic Precinct 

appearance I like the way it is now 

appearance 

I love the feeling of peace and coolness that one gets from being 
in Laman Street with the existing trees. I find the Gallery, Library, 
and the whole area pleasant to visit as they are now. 

appearance 

I love the fig trees though they will look better when the ugly 
fences are removed.  
 
I love the memorial garden though it has been let run down. 
 
I love the fountain though the pool in front must be kept very 
clean. 
 
I love the view of the park from all viewpoints and the view to the 
townhall across the park  
 
I love the sculptures in the park 
 
I love the trees and the flowers in the park 
 
 
I love the old buildings on the edge of the park 
 
I love the spaciousness of the park 

appearance I love the open space 
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appearance 

I love the park, the gardeners do a wonderful job with the park and 
I and my family enjoy the lovely flower beds and the fountain.  It 
would be nice to include the wonderful church and outbuildings as 
part of the park area, but the church would need to be protected, I 
would never go into the park during the night as I have been 
acosted in the park during the day.  The toilets really need to be 
replaced or refurbished or moved to a more suitable location 
where people will feel safe using them, I don't think people feel 
safe using them now and it shows with the amount of people that 
use the toilets inside the CAC and City Hall. 
 
I think linking Civic Park with the art gallery and library would 
create a wonderful area, and I would hope that the Council is not 
going to waste hundreds of thousands of dollars on this like they 
did on the Laman Street trees, only to give in to the vocal minority 
YET AGAIN.  I resent the amount of money spent on studies, 
plans, exhibitions, proposals etc only for the Council to turn 
around and give in to the vocal minorities in this town, the they 
have to spend more money to go with the new proposal. 
 
I think some lovely new seating, meandering paths and other 
patches of bright flower gardens with some sculptures would be 
really lovely.  The Council does do a good job and I think its about 
time that some positive praise was given instead of always 
negative comments. 

appearance 
I love the shady trees and the peaceful space. I use the park for 
relaxing on the grass with friends or a book. 

appearance 

I really love the green corrider that it provides within the city.  More 
trees in the park please to provide more shade for pinics and 
lunch time employees "time out" 

appearance 

I really value and appreciate the fig trees. 
 
I like the quite and respectful memorial area with its own pond. 
 
I like the number of trees in the park and the fact that it is a haven 
for city workers.  I like the fact that the trees attract fauna into the 
area.    
 
I like the fountain and the history behind it and the coolness which 
the water brings to the area on a hot day. 

appearance 
I think the changes  proposed will enhance the already good 
ambiance of the area. 

appearance 
I want improvement not change,  plant more trees and shrubs 
including a few more seats. 

appearance 
I wish it to remain a Civic space, mainly treed and landscaped. I 
like its tranquility. 

appearance 
I'd like it to remain a nice peacefull place to sit and have lunch. 

appearance 

It is a green space in the city, as the city gets redeveloped with 
more buildings we need to keep this green space. 

appearance 
It is basically OK the way that it is.  Just some minor upgrades of 
facilities are important 
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appearance 

it is one of the only truly green places within the city 
 
It has the potential to be the heart of Darby street, city hall, CBD 
triangle and should be promoted improved to be a lively hub. 

appearance It should all have a make over. But what to do I,m not sure. 

appearance It's a beautiful park area with a lovely relaxing atmosphere. 

appearance 

It's a beautiful, green, informal park. It should remain informal.  
 
The huge trees are an essential part of the park and Laman 
Street. They need to be preserved for decades to come. Plant 
more so that in fifty or more years when some of the existing trees 
have to be removed you have large trees to take their place. 
 
It feels safe and I would like council to promote this feeling of 
safety rather than promote the former arborist's assertion that the 
trees are unsafe. 
 
It provides habitat for birds and flying foxes, and probably 
possums, if it's anything like Birdwood Park. This needs to 
continue.It is one of the nicest things about the park and Laman 
Street. 
 
Planting of flowers in the samllish garden bed needs to be done 
with pollinators in mind - butterfly-, moth- and bee-attracting plants 
would be environmentally friendly. Annuals aren't very important 
to me but if they make others happy so be it. 
 
The grass is an essential part of the park for me and for my family. 
I want to see the amount of grass retained rather than two silly 
areas of hot concrete laid.Cities are hot enough without large 
spaces with no shade added to the existing amount. Have you 
been to museums or galleries in Canberra in summer? Car parks 
and large forecourts are dreadful paces and these 'organised' or 
'structured' spaces would be like that. 
 
I like the fact that there are three memorials; two of these are 
close together; the central cenotaph was refurbished or moved at 
not inconsiderable expense. How dare some out-of-town 
consultant suggest that this be moved again. 
 
The Memorial Grove and the Lone Pine are beautiful and are the 
work of previous generations of council workers and veterans' 
families and colleagues. I'm offended that the idea of doing 
anything to this other than maintain it has been promoted over and 
over again for almost ten years now.The Lord Mayor and Future 
Cities director both publicly denied in 2010 that the Memorial 
Grove was going to be moved. At the Laman Street charette the 
woman who suggested amalgamation of the memorials 
apologised to the group as there was great disquiet at this 
offensive suggestion. 
 
A new Lone Pine as a new living memorial would be terrific, as 
long as it's not at the expense of the current one. I'm surprised 
that council does not make more of the fact that we have a Lone 
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Pine clone here.The War Memorial in Canberra makes much of 
theirs: in fact when they had to remove it they turned it into 
souvenirs to sell to visitors. 
 
There is a great connection between Laman Street and the park, 
and the park and Hunter Street - why do you keep asking about 
'creating' strong connections? These exist. Leave them alone. 
 
Any opening of the old railway line to make a bike park must be 
done only if it's possible to do this and keep the trees safe. 
 
Any sculpture garden must only be made if this is in keeping with 
preserving the health of the figs. 
 
Why do you ask about planting new trees to 'give structure to park 
spaces'? I like the number of trees insofar as I want no less; more 
would be better and they must be native trees that are large in 
stature or smaller trees that are grouped together. The park 
doesn't need any more structure than it has now. Please tell out-
of-town consultants and council managers to shelve their formal 
designs for 'spaces'. The park is a lovely space now.  
 
St Andrews is a lovely building but is not part of the park. If they 
want a cafe and to make money out of park visitors this should not 
be funded by ratepayers.Frankly, I don't care whether there is a 
fence between the church and the park. The church is irrelevant 
except as a nice building. Since the council arborist at the charette 
threatened us all with talk of 'root rot' in all the figs behind St 
Andrews', I'm highly suspicious about any talk of doing structural 
work in this part of the park. - As I am of talk of extending the 
library into the park. This would require removing the figs. 
 
One of the few benefits of all the upset of the last twelve months 
trying to save the figs from council's arborists has been the 
pedestrianisation of the street.We don't need a 'shared zone' 
where cars can only run us over at 10km/hour, like in the mall. 
Pedestrianise it properly. The only problem with that is the slightly 
more difficult access for funeral vehicles getting to the Baptist 
tabernacle.Have a parking and turning areas for them in front of 
the church; stop any other cars coming into the street. Service 
vehicles can enter at the rear of the church and library.  
 
There is apparently not enough utility space now, since those 
appalling caravans and containers have been at the corner of the 
park for over a year; if you want to move the gardener's shed, 
where will the necessary equipment go that is needed to look after 
the park? If you want to move it to make a cafe, you need to say 
that. I wouldn't support that. 
 
The fountain is lovely but what is that disgusting hole in the 
ground that leads down to the ?pump room? It's awful. 
 
I like the dracaenae and rocks since this is as close to a children's 
play area as the park has. More needs to be made iof this. If you 
want people to use the park you need to include families with 
young children and what will attract them is a play area. This 
doesn't have to be ugly or offensive. 
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Seating - you need more. Shade - need more.The park feels safe 
but there should be fewer places that people can hind behind like 
the hedges on the bank between Laman St and the park and the 
Memorial Grove. 
 
If people want to stand and give a speech they can do this using 
the available space. You don't need to formalise this 
 
The figs in Laman Street need to be preserved at all costs.They 
provide much-needed shade and a backdrop to the park. 
 
I like that this is a relatively low-maintenance park. Few hard 
surfaces to dig up and re-lay, one smallish garden to plant 
annuals in, and some trees that need mulching. That's how it 
should be. 
I like the fact that you are putting more seats in. 

appearance 

It's a lovely space under those Laman St trees and under the 
trees in the park itself.  Don't think there is any need to go overkill 
on planning or changing the layout of the park as it has a sense of 
history to it that should be preserved - not changed simply for the 
sake of change.  The eastern end could do with a few more shade 
trees and a pretty garden along the footpath for the drivers caught 
in traffic to admire ............. 

appearance 

its ambience, the laid back atmosphere , the tranquility. 
 
I don't want to see it become a glitzy venue for commercial events 

appearance Its calmness and tranquillity. 

appearance keep a relaxed feeling. 
appearance Landscape and trees 

appearance Large open  green space and trees with water feature. 

appearance 

Large shady trees. 
 
Civic park is fine as it is except for the King St/Darby St corner 

appearance 

Large trees.  Mostly just because we rarely have large trees in our 
built environment and they create a balance with the harshness of 
man-made bricks and mortar (and sculptures and memorials). 

appearance leave as much free area as possible 

appearance 

leave it much the same and love it more. 
 
Retain the figs, and replant those that were removed. 
We don't want to rebuild and overbuild everything 

appearance Lots of grass, lots of open space 

appearance 

Maintaining the axis between Town Hall and cultural centre.  
Fountain location and its function.  
Clustering of civic functions and spaces to create an identifiable 
and multi-purpose place in the City.  
Shared path connections within and around the precinct.  
Mix of hard and soft landscaping that can be functional and 
attractive.  
 
Slow traffic speeds along Laman Street and restricted access so 
that it is pedestrian friendly. 
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appearance 
Mature trees and greenery within the concrete jungle. The night 
lighting is also a feature. 

appearance 
Mature trees in and around the park and grassed areas for 
relaxed/passive recreation such as picnics and reading. 

appearance needs to be updated gardens walkways 

appearance 
Nice bushy feel around Layman street and the park. Enjoy 
relaxing there and having picnics. Close to library and toilets. 

appearance ok as is 
appearance Open Area 

appearance 

Open grassed areas 
 
Fountain as centrepiece 

appearance open public space 

appearance Open public space 
appearance OPEN SPACE AND TREES 

appearance open space for public passive recreation 
appearance open space in park; low speed of traffic in Laman Street 

appearance 
Open space, shade & links across the park for walking and 
cycling. 

appearance open spaces & the fountain & war memorial 

appearance 

Open spaces 
 
Trees creating shade 

appearance Open spaces, trees and fountain. Flowers 

appearance Passive, green space. 
appearance Peace and Shady oasis- plant fast growing shade avenue quickly!! 

appearance Quiet contemplation in the park and the beautiful fountain 

appearance 
Relaxed atmosphere and shady feel of the western end of the 
park. Fountain should remain untouched. 

appearance shade 

appearance 

Shade and grass areas 
Connection from city hall to art gallery 
Flower beds. 

appearance 
Shade trees. A place of learning, prayer and peace combined in 
one place. 

appearance Shady peaceful area 
appearance The atmosphere and the history 

appearance The aura of a bygone era 
appearance The Dragon Trees. Flowers and figs. 

appearance The excellent plantings 
appearance The flower beds 

appearance 

The formal gardens. Newcastle is a major city that deserves a 
show piece worthy of a major city. More effort should be made to 
ensure these gardens are a credit to the city. 

appearance The green-ness. Public park area 

appearance 

The large trees and shaded areas in the close proximity to City 
Hall and the 'city'.  No specified functions (or areas) so therefore 
it's more open to use. Gardeners do a great job seasonly. 

appearance The large trees providing beauty, coolness and shade. 

appearance The peaceful feeling the park gives 
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appearance 
The quiet, leafy tranquility you can find there most days. It's a 
space to breathe and relax. 

appearance 
The shade from trees, but any safe shade tree would suffice. 
Quick parking (15 mins) would add to library patrons access. 

appearance The shady peaceful nature of Laman St. 

appearance The size of garden space 

appearance 

The trees the flowers the lawn the history. 
 
please do not change the essence of the park. 
 
Modern toilets and better access for cyclists and pedestrians will 
be greatly appreciated. 

appearance 

The use of the Laman St and Darby Street corner to store all sorts 
of council items in a compound for everyone to see is an utter 
disgrace.  The area was not even cleaned up for the holiday 
season.  It is even visible from King Street! Council needs to 
immediately relocate the compound to a hidden site or return all 
items to the Waratah depot. 

appearance The visual beauty of the area. The fact that it is used by all ages. 

appearance 

the whole area is generally quite good and well maintained, it just 
requires smartening up and modernising as befitting the 2nd 
largest city in NSW and the Capital of the Hunter 

appearance Tree and Parkscape 

appearance Trees 
appearance Trees 

appearance trees to stay, plant more greenery 
appearance Trees, Gardens. 

appearance Trees, green space, gardens. 

appearance 

Vast open space with little development. 
 
Plenty of big old trees creating a natural feeling. 

appearance 

you do not need to make formal public spaces (effectively creating 
open chunks of grass) it will be ugly and the park itself is nice with 
the trees 

design Central axis of City Hall, Fountain, cultural centre. 

design 

civic fountain and flower garden/pathway axis from city hall to 
cultural centre is the only impressive feature of the park which is 
otherwise a non descript hotch potch miss match and now that the 
wrong decision has been made in relation to removal and 
replanting of the Laman Street figs the entire proposal of a 
positive upgrade of the area will be restricted 

design 
Civic Park fountain 

design 

Civic Park. The Town Hall & Conservatorium 

design connection between Town Hall and Library past the war memorial 

design 

Current public monuments to be retained as located. 
 
retention of Laman Street fig canopy 

design Do not change the fountain or the war memorials. 

design 
Fountain, fig trees, gardens could be improved a bit but definetly 
not reduced 
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design 

Fountain.......Church(St Andrews)  
 
The park  (Nesca Park)between University and City hall (Town 
Hall) 
 
Railway Station to Stay plus train 

design 
Green spaces with grass and shady trees! Wonderful library, 
fountain! 

design 

I feel that All existing trees should be maintained and kept as far 
as possible in any redesign of park layout.If existing trees can not 
be designed into the new layout, then new trees should be 
established prior to removal of existing trees. 
 
Obviously the fountain and adjacent stairs are the central focus of 
the park but pram (and wheelchair) access should be part of the 
design for proposed tiering from Laman st 

design 

1. Retain Christie Park next to City Hall 
 
2. The walkway from King st to Captain Cook fountain is most 
pleasant with attractive access to the library 

design 

A fountain concept. 
The arborial canopy. 
Clear viewing across the park. 
The library facade 
Vehicular dropoff & disabled access. 
Some colourful gardens. 

design 

All grassed areas to be retained. 
 
All Memorials to stay located as they are now. 
 
Enhancement and retention of Sacred Memorial Grove in its 
present position. 
Plant more shade trees especially at the eastern end of park. 
 
Add more picnic tables for visitors use. 
PLACE SOME BARBECUES IN PARK AS THEY HAVE DONE 
AT DIXON PARK. 
RETAIN AND MAINTAIN ALL THE HILL'S FIGS IN LAMAN 
STREET.  
CHANGE NAME TO CIVIC MEMORIAL PARK AND PLACE IT 
ON THE TOURIST MAP! 

design 

Arch of trees in Laman Street 
 
The fountain 
 
The strong visual connection of Laman Street precinct with the 
Town Hall precinct 

design 
Extend the gallery into Laman Street, have a cafe as part of the 
library looking over Civic park 

design Fountain 

design 

Fountain and central path linking Kind St and Laman Sts 
 
Retain Fig trees in Laman St 

design fountain and shade 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 67 of 153 
 

design Fountain and surrounding gardens 

design 

Fountain and walkway is a feature point of Newcastle/civic and 
should be enhanced. Figs on Laman St to stay as they provide 
excellent shading 

design fountain and war memorial 

design 

Fountain area. I like the retaining walls as they are - they are quite 
aged in appearance, and this is a good thing. The large, 
established figs are a great asset. Large lush grass areas for lying 
in. Interesting trees in the Eastern end of the park. Signalman's 
Cottage could be used as a kiosk, if the gardeners' facilities are to 
be relocated? 

design 

Fountain as centerpiece.  Wall of trees between library/gallery and 
park.  Memorial area is pretty good and should not be reworked to 
any extent. 

design Fountain footpath connections. 

design 

Fountain Structure 
Plenty of shade trees 
Informal spaces for public to sit and enjoy lunch etc. 

design 

fountain,  
 
Retain existing trees as far as possible 

design 
Green spaces with grass and shady trees! Wonderful library, 
fountain! 

design 

I am particularly interested in the memorial side of the use of the 
park and as elderly gents at the moment it is easy to arrange and 
conduct marches to the Memorial site. 

design 

I like catching the train in and walking to the library. The park has  
anice feel to it especially water feature is on and even though 
changes need to be made the integrity and heritage of the land 
use should remain. 

design 

I like that the Civic facilities are located together. That there is a 
large quiet green space in the middle of the city that provides 
access to cultural facilities. Don't lose the fountain, although 
redesigning its surroundings would be good. I like the connectivity 
between the library/gallery and wheeler place although better 
wheeled/disabled/PRAM access would be greatly appreciated. I 
like the open space. 

design 

I like that 
it is central 
can be seen from the balcony at City Hall 
is spacious 
is green 
is a centre of attention 
has a history 

design 
I like the connection between town hall and the library, with a nice 
garden along the way 

design 

I like the different memorials placed in their current locations.  I 
also like the canopy of trees that line Laman Street.  I like the fact 
that you could park in Laman Street to go to the Library, etc. 

design 
I like the fountain (when it is on to full capacity) please don't 
change this 

design 

I like the general layout, the connection with Hunter St and with 
the gallery/library. I like the shade that exists, and the suitability of 
the park to host activities such as The Laman St Art Bazaar 
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design 
I like the mix of the formal, ie central axis, conmbined with the 
informal wooded parkland to each side of the axis. 

design 

I like the North-South axis with the fountain as focal point 
 
I like the variety of trees but the dragonblood trees need 
protection, maybe in a more inaccessible garden bed. 
 
I like the protection offered by the figs on the Western side of the 
park and the open nature of the Eastern side. 

design 

I like the processional nature of the library/city hall axis. 
 
I love the Laman St figs as a shady grove and as a green 
backdrop to Civic Park. 
 
I think Wheeler Place has potential to be better linked to Civic 
Park. 
 
I like the multi-use nature of the park and would not like the 
spaces to be too specifically defined. 

design 

I like the shady trees and that Civic Park is a place to sit in the 
shade or just walk through on the way to the Art Gallery and 
Library.  For those who use it more often than I do you may have 
other ideas for improvement. 

design 

I like the stair access around the fountain and pond, the great 
shading trees, the availability of the park to the city.  Hopefully it 
will get greater use and feel safer when the court precinct moves 
to the Civic area. 

design 

I like the strong connection between the town hall and the library. 
 
I like the mix of open and shaded areas. 
 
I like the trees on Laman St. 
 
I like the way the library flows into the park and continues across 
King St. 

design 

I like the tabernacle, St Andrews, the Cultural Centre. I'd like to 
see these retained, although extending the buildings by 
incorporating adjacent public space would be fine.  
 
I like the grass, fowler beds, paths and monuments. I do not want 
intrusive new buildings on the grassland. Any new structures 
should be discrete, and well designed to maintain the ambience of 
the park. 

design I like the trees and the fountain 
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design 

I love the Laman Street Fig Trees. Do NOT remove any of the Fig 
trees on Laman Street. I love the fountain. Memorial Grove is on 
consecrated ground and should NOT be moved! I love all the 
trees in Civic park. Do NOT remove any of the trees. We need 
more trees - not less. 
 
I think Laman Street is the most beautiful street in Newcastle and 
should be maintained to show off its natural splendidness. 
 
Civic Park does not need a make over like this. Do NOT make 
changes to the formal structure of the Park. Keep the existing 
structural layout of the park. Keep the existing trees - DO NOT 
remove them. We do not want or need open spaces! 
 
Keep the FIGS!!! 

design 

I love the trees in Laman street these should be kept and the 
whold of Laman street incorporated as part of Civic Park, this will 
allow the trees to flourish and the whole area will become a clean 
air zone free from polution of cars, just like New York, the whole of 
the Civic Park and Laman street flowing into the Art Gallery and 
Library and conservertorium will make the area a wonderful green 
heart full of art and music to our city. How wonderful, this will allow 
outdoor concerts and art gallery showings bringing all aspects of 
our city together. 

design 

I really enjoy the fountain, and the paved area around the 
fountain. It would be really nice if this area was extended, and 
possibly even more areas to sit and view the fountain were 
possible, rather than just on the side of the fountain as that is all 
that's available at the moment. 

design 

I really like the way the park draws the civic precinct together (hall, 
library, council, uni facilities, art gallery) and the way the park can 
be used as a really formal backdrop for weddings and formals but 
also has an informal feel which encourages families and 
community groups to utilise the space during weekends. I also 
really really enjoy the figs along Laman Street and it would be a 
huge loss to the park and surrounding buildings to see these trees 
go. 

design 

I really value and appreciate the fig trees. 
 
I like the quite and respectful memorial area with its own pond. 
 
I like the number of trees in the park and the fact that it is a haven 
for city workers.  I like the fact that the trees attract fauna into the 
area.    
 
I like the fountain and the history behind it and the coolness which 
the water brings to the area on a hot day. 

design 

I remember Civic Park when the coal trains went through, the 
foundry etc.and I can still see it now in my memory. I would not 
like to see it changed. 
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design 

I very much like like the green canopy and shade formed by the 
figs in Laman Street. I actually like walking down into the park 
from Laman Street and, although I would like improved access for 
people with disabilities, I  would not like to see a bland paved 
"flattened out" area that looks like Wheeler Place which is hot, 
unattractive and strongly resembles a prison exercise yard (which 
is maybe why no one seems to want to gather there). 
 
I also like the shaded areas under the tress on the West side of 
Civic park & wish that the East side wasn't so bereft of green and 
shady areas. 

design 
I would like the fountain and stairs retained as an integral part and 
central point of the park, visual ambience 

design 
I would not like the memorials moved into one area as I think it is 
nice to walk around the park and see the different memorials. 

design 

It is very green. cool and shady. walkways must not be made so 
wide and extensive that they create HOT PAVED AREAS WICH 
ABSORB HEAT. 
 
idea of paved forum at east end corner is bad bad idea. it will be 
hot, dusty, noisy from traffic at the intersection. this area must look 
and feel more welcoming and green and cool. 

design 

It needs to be modenised. I feel a kiosk selling sandwiches,soups 
hot and cold drinks with casual out door seating would inject life 
and deter bad element. 

design 
It's outlook from the stairs to Town Hall and hopefully further 

design 

It's unique beautiful, historic value, always been such a distinctive 
well known "trademark" of inner city Newcastle; that it "gathers" 
people; 
 
great space for community/shared events;  
 
that it is NOT over organized - just a beautiful space;the fig trees 
in Laman St;  
 
it is easily accessible;  
 
a great "entry" to our best food precinct Darby Street;  
 
shared event space in Wheeler Place (music, dancing, movies .... 
more please!) 
 
can just "be" there. 
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design 

Keep the figs 
 
Keep the War Memorial Grove where it is and as it is. Perhaps 
change the shrubs around it but t has always felt safe to me. If as 
many people walked through it and sat in there a possible there 
woudl be no allegations of antisocial behaviour as the Art Gallery 
director said at the charette. 
 
The amount of grass the park has now - I do not want any new 
concrete. 
 
I like the informailty of the park: I don't want anything that looks 
liek the artworks produced by Scape.What on earth would the 
layout produced there bring but grief when single specimens of 
each group of like trees died?  
 
I like the current trees and don't want to see a bunch of pear trees, 
poplars, plane trees or other exotics replace them. I'd actually like 
extra native trees or shrubs. 
 
I like the fountain. 
 
I like the Lone Pine - I just think you need to make more of a fuss 
of it as well as the memorial grove in general. By all means have a 
new Lone Pine , but don't take the current one out prematurely. 
 
I like the rockery around the dracaena - it's the closest this park 
has to public art or a children's play area.You need succession 
planting for the dracaena - my children love it. 
 
The fact that birds and bats live there in great numbers. 
The public art outside the art gallery and the fact that it changes 
every now and again. 
The huge signage outisde the gallery promoting whatever work is 
being shown. 
The figs, the figs, the figs. 
The few seats there are are great - there need to be many more. 
 
The stairs and platform outside the library are beautiful - this 
needs to be looked after: I notice some worker injected silicon into 
it to fix a trip hazard. How does that fit with looking after our 
heritage? 

design 
laman street and civic park are a central aspect of newcastle.  it 
should remain unfenced and naturally shaded with trees 

design 
Laman Street is lame as it is. The street should be turned into a 
terrace linking the cultural area to park and city hall 

design 

Laman street is shady in hot weather. 
 
The fountain. 
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design 

leave the trees  
 
improve the library & art gallery 
 
more trees  
 
better design 

design 

LIKE : The performing arts activities held in Performing Arts 
Newcastle, Auckland Street. 
 
DISLIKE: King Street  
SUGGESTION: close King Street to traffic - redevelop the park so 
it becomes the largest public space/integrated component of the 
civic cultural precinct. 

design 

Like the fig trees, the openness of the park, the functionality of 
park. Like to maintain the axis and focus of city hall to the area. 
 
dislike lack of lighting  and inadequate parking - the precinct does 
not cope now with cars and so it is a  stupid idea to consider 
building law courts there on top of that. 

design 

Like: the figs 
Dislike the lack of 5 min parking close to library 
Dislike: one way in Laman street 

design 
location of the fountain and formal garden beds, retain that axis 
from City Hall. 

design 

Love the fig trees, fountain and gardens. Need to continue the 
beautify the area by planting more fig trees, new toilets and 
seating areas, and general garden maintainence. 

design love the fountain and old town hall 

design 
Love the Laman St fig trees, the sculpture and art in Wheeler Pl/ 
Civic Precinct, LOVE the art gallery. 

design 

Love the park, have been going there since a child, when I worked 
for Shortland County Council. It was and still is a great place to 
escape and relax while still in the heart of Newcastle. It's good to 
visit the Library and Art Gallery then wander through the park. We 
would be worse off if it was altered too much. Leave our beautiful 
figs. They are so calming and only make the park a special place. 
I love the fountain and would hate for it to go. The gardens are 
always immaculate, maybe include some native trees and flowers. 
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design 

love the tree lined area it is so unique and peaceful to walk under 
as well as beautifully cooling.  It is art and part of the cultural 
surrounding. 
 
Access from Hunter Street through to the park is wonderful as well 
and could be incorporated into the park somehow. 
 
The park itself is underutilized and I feel that the art and culture of 
the civic if promoted and marketed well will inspire people like the 
bush poet, poetry in the park. 
 
I would love to see an entertainment bowl, with a cultural feel for 
the drama, singing and musician be able to perform each week 
like at Warners Bay which will bring families in to picnic in the 
park.  A trial run could be held with a stage to see if there is any 
response. 
 
A bus run from the Civic to the foreshore and local beaches could 
provide the culture to be easily accessed. 
 
Council should have a vision. There are kids with nothing to do.  A 
large chess game for people to play, a section of tables for people 
to bring their own games and sit under trees to idle away the 
afternoon.  An art market for up and coming artists to sit and paint 
and all whilst we sit and picnic our day away, then shuttle along to 
the beach for a walk later on in the day.   
 
The vision is endless.... 

design 

Maintaining the axis between Town Hall and cultural centre.  
 
Fountain location and its function.  
 
Clustering of civic functions and spaces to create an identifiable 
and multi-purpose place in the City.  
 
Shared path connections within and around the precinct.  
 
Mix of hard and soft landscaping that can be functional and 
attractive.  
 
Slow traffic speeds along Laman Street and restricted access so 
that it is pedestrian friendly. 

design 

Make Laman street part of Civic Park with pedestrin facilities and 
NO vehicles including bikes 
 
A proper pedestrian park/mall 

design Memorial fountain 

design 

Memorials- East End 
 
Open Space- West End 

design never reduce size and/or footprint 
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design 

Please ensure the retention of the memorial cathedral arch of 
mature fig trees and use modern methods to redress the harm 
done to them in the past.  
 
Please keep the beautiful fountain featured as the centrepiece. 
 
Ensure the continued presence of the Lone Pine, perhaps plant a 
grove of them, or re use them as a signature around the park. 

design 

Please leave as many trees and grassed areas including flower 
beds as possible. 
 
Please leave the fountain where it is. 

design Plenty of space for public events 

design 

Plenty of trees and nice variations and combinations of colour.  
Level surface.  Fountain.  Memorial.  Generally good access from 
King Street. 

design 
Potential and use as public meeting place in heart of city. 
Connection to public venues. 

design 
presence of the trees, library, art gallery,adjacence to civic park & 
fountain, view of city admin. centre and town hall. 

design 
Redevelopment of the gallery as soon as the museum priject is 
complete. This is urgent. 

design 
Retain the Laman St width for open space, retain the fountain and 
surrounds as is. 

design 

Retain the 'peace' in the memorial grove. there is really a powerful 
feeling in there. It would be a travesty to lose this atmosphere. you 
would need to be very careful. 

design 

Serene green belt 
 
Fountain 
 
Cenotaph 

design 

Shade with large trees intergrated with the gallery and library. 
 
Calm and peaceful area. 

design 
Shaded nature reserve, respectful low key memorials, the linking 
of the civic with the arts and knowledge. 

design Space for formal war memorial activities. Fountain, flower beds 

design 

the ambience, the architecture in amongst foliage and trees. the 
eastrn end war memorial. The bronze fountain. The culture, it is a 
centre of peace and lots of shade 

design The amount of grassed area and the fountain 

design 

The avenue of trees is absolutely splendid - not sure one could 
replicate this with replanting. 
 
Civic Park fountain is a real focal point. 
 
Pedestrian access from various thoroughfares. 

design 
The avenue of trees, the vista to City Hall and gardens, the vista 
to the fountain. 

design 
The beautiful fig trees. I think Civic park apart from a few extra 
parch benches is great the way it is. Please leave the fountain. 
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design 
The cathederal feeling to Laman Street from the fig trees. The 
fashionable fountain. Unfenced areas 

design 

the central area with the fountain and the garden beds in front of it 
is the key feature that probably everyone would agree needs to be 
retained the way it is. 

design 
The central steps, gardens and fountain-pond area. Keep the 
trees and plant more. 

design 

The close inter-relationship between the Civic Theatre, open 
concourse, Town Hall, Civic Park and Library/Art 
Gallery/Conservatorium elements. 

design 

The Cook Fountain and the trees arching over Laman St. balance 
the City Hall. 
 
It is the most  attractive part of the city 

design 

The current access, appearance and utility of Laman Street is of 
constant embarrassment and concern. The crude cyclone 
fencing,plastic barracading, the ludicrous signage re wind danger, 
and the caravan eyesore on the corner of Darby and Laman 
Streets all are appalling. 
 
I resent, on a daily basis the impression created by this 'solution' 
to the issues of Laman street and its trees. 
 
The access to the Art Gallery is seriously impeded for visitors, 
whether they be local or not. The impression created is counter 
productive to our desire to have the Gallery as a cultural 
destination. 
 
Get rid of the barrier in Queen Street if you persist with the one 
way arrangement in Laman St- as it stands cars approaching from 
the west cannot find their way four streets to the south to postiton 
themselves for the one way flow of Laman Street. 
 
This is of urgent need - resolve the issues about the area and the 
traffic flows and quickly put into place those changes that will 
better facilitate visitors' access and visual amenity to the Gallery 
(probably the only asset increasing in value owned by the City). 
The need for action is here - new Gallery extension, new attractive 
access to this area. 

design 

The current ambience is good and many things work together to 
create this. Any changes should not sterilize the area. If the fig 
trees can be kept it will be easier to maintain the ambience they 
help create. 
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design 

The double row of figs. I like huge trees in this setting. I remember 
loving this street when I first came to Newcastle and have always 
loved it the way it is now. It is a spectacular street and needs to 
stay that way. 
 
The steps of the Cultural Centre are beautiful and need to be 
maintained properly. 
 
The position of the Memorial Grove and the other memorials is 
important to me. 
 
There needs to be no less shade in the park. More woudl be 
better. I like the fact that the park is grassed and do not want to 
see less. 
 
It's important to me that we provide food for urban wildlife so I do 
not want to see any extra exotic trees in this location. 
 
I take my grandchildren to the library and they play in the park 
afterwards; they like the fountain and the rocks to climb on. 
Another area for them to play that fits in with the rest of the park 
would be good as well, especially as the number of inner city 
residents is likely to increase. 
 
I like the fact that people can sit or stand under the large fig tres in 
the park when commemorative ceremonies happen. I would not 
like to see veterans and their relatives have to stand in the sun. 
 
I really enjoy the wind in the huge trees and the amount of birdlife; 
my grandchildren love the flying foxes. I want to see these looked 
after. 
 
I love the Art Gallery and like the changing public art in front of it. 
An extension of this would be nice. 
 
I don't mind the gardener's shed; I'd like to see that awful carvan 
and container in the southeast corner disappear into a similar 
building. 
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design 

The existing fig trees in Laman Street. 
 
The position of the war Memorial Grove. 
 
The fact that there are three war memorials that are separate. 
 
The fig trees in the park. 
 
The amount of grass.Please don't put in extra hard surfaces. 
 
The fountain - although it was not improved by the addition of the 
obvious service area/pump room 
 
The fact that there is a gardener's shed - you need to put 
everything that is needed fr this work in here and REMOVE THAT 
DARNED CARAVAN, TWO SHIPPING CONTAINERS AND THE 
CYCLONE FENCING FROM THE CORNER OF DARBY AND 
LAMAN STREET 
 
The safe feel of Laman Street as it exists now - REMOVE THAT 
STUPID FENCING FROM UNDER THE TREES 
 
Seats in the park - but you need many more; including the ones 
on the level above the park and below Laman St - but they need 
not to be hidden by bushes as they used to be: they provided an 
area for 'antisocial activity'. 
 
Just in case you don't give me an opportunity to say this, those 
awful silver power boxes need to go. They are ugly and a blight on 
the park and are  far too numerous and unnecessary as temporary 
power can be run anywhere in the park form a single central 
source. 
 
The few picnic tables that are there - but you need more. 
 
The dracaena and the rocks around it - these provide the only play 
area for children and needs to be looked after. Creative and 
beautiful play area/s in addition to this need to be provided. 

design 

The existing Memorial Grove is a dedicated war memorial site and 
those who paid for memorial plaques were assured they would be 
in perpetuity. How will this be dealt with? 
 
There is also a sculpture by George Medal holder, Don McHattie, 
of Bar Beach. 

design 
The existing trees. Safer and cleaner toilets. Perhaps more 
furniture and shade, but it is pretty nice as it is. 
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design 

The fact that it is a truly Civic Space incorporating the full range of 
city administrative and ceremonial activity 
 
That it is a green space with a high proportion of planted space 
(rather than a passive sporting ground) 
 
That the space contains many memorials 
 
That it is not merely a cap to an underground car park or another 
underground structure 

design 

The fact that it is an green open space in the centre of newcastle. 
 
That it is an semi-formal culturally significant space for newcastle, 
and the hunter. 
 
 
It  UST stay a shady (forested) and open (green) and democtratic 
(accessible) space for all. 

design 
The fact that the civic precint gives the city character with the 
theatre,city hall  cafes and park areas. 

design 

The fact thay it is an open space in the middle of our city and that 
this space is adjacent to our art gallery, library, conservatorium 
and civic and city hall buildings. 

design The Fig Trees amd fountain 

design The fig trees and the line of sight from the library to the city hall. 

design 

The fig trees must stay. 
 
The war memorials must stay. 
 
The memorial on the corner of Darby and Laman with the water 
feature to stay. 
 
The spiny trees that children love to climb to stay 

design 

The fig trees. 
 
The fabulous Civic Park fountain - this is the most wonderful 
fountain sculpture I have seen in a public space, although the area 
in front of it does need refurbishment. 
 
The planting of flowers each spring. 
 
The vast open areas for markets and for children to run around. 

design 

the figs are integral and special providing a beautiful ambience 
and shade that few areas have. 
 
Despite numerous family members in wars, I have no interest in 
war memorials and think they are too glorified as it is, without 
acknowledging  the civilians work and costs and work that people 
put into keeping peace. Our peacekeepers are rarely 
memorialised. A memorial that properly portrays war as the 
tragedy to all rather than glorifying it would be supported by me. 
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design the fountain 

design The Fountain 
design the fountain 

design the fountain 
design the fountain 

design The Fountain 
design The fountain 

design 
The fountain and adjacent gardens.  The walkway from the library 
through Civic Park to the City Hall. 

design The fountain and fig trees. 
design the fountain and the central axis between town hall & fountain 

design 
The fountain and war memorials should remain as original as 
possible. 

design 
The fountain has been a part of the park for as long as I can 
remember please dont change it. 

design The fountain is beautiful when working 

design 

The fountain with pool infront. 
 
The trees in both areas. 
 
Steps on either side of fountain. 
 
The pathways that meander through park. 
 
Connectivity from gallery and library down to city hall. 

design The fountain, it wouldn't be Civic Park without it. 

design The fountain, the fig trees and the seats under the gig trees 
design The fountain. 

design The fountain. 

design 

The gardens and the fountain water feature are fantastic. The 
formal beds contrast nicely with the large trees. My kids love 
seeing the waterfall, and gives the sense of a cool breeze even on 
the hottest days. These feature should not be changed 

design The gardens and the trees. The park fountain and memorials. 

design 
The gardens, lawn,shade trees and access is good as it is. Maybe 
toilets could be improved. 

design 

the general ambience is part of the joy of the space 
 
the combination of trees to sit under, the grass and open spaces 
to enjoy as well as the formal floral displays 
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design 

the general feel of the entire area is great and as a darby street 
resident this is an area I use daily. 
 
All preposed ideas from this survey are great. Progress is all 
areas is nessesary. 
 
Please remove a branch on the left hand side path just before the 
stairs close the the public toilets. When it rains you can not walk 
under this branch. 
 
Drainage for the park when it rains is an issue on all current paths 
as in many areas puddles form.  
 
Lighting for the fountain could be better and control of the water so 
it does not spill on to the steps could also be addressed. 
 
perenial flowers are nice but are a waste of money. Investment in 
to more permenent themed gardens would be better 

design 

The Lamn Street Fig trees 
 
The trees within the park. 
 
The fountain 
 
The King/Lman Street axis 
 
The general layout of the memorials 
 
The steps beside and behind the fountain 
 
TPI House 
 
St. Andrews 

design 

The large fig trees that shade and form attractive arch. 
 
The Captain Cook fountain 
 
The flower gardens 
 
Centre path between King and Laman streets 
 
terraced gardens from Laman St into Civic Park 
 
Older-looking stairs and retaining walls 
 
Feeling of open space, yet trees giving shade 

design The large shadey trees, the formal garden beds and the fountain. 

design 

The layout of the fountain - although it does need updating, it 
continues to be a feature for the city 
 
Ability to use the precinct for formal occasions and photographs 
 
Use of St Andrews as backdrop for the park 
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design 

The link from Laman St civic amenities -  library, Art Gallery - 
across the park to City Hall - the "axis". 
 
The fig canopy in Laman St 

design 

The location of the War Memorials. 
 
The steps adjacent to the fountain. 
 
The fountain itself. 

design 

The look. I have taken many photos of the beautiful trees. We had 
our wedding photos done in the park love the memorial garden 
section. Very peaceful. 

design The main axis from City Hall across to the Library. The fountain. 
design The memorial site, stairs, waterfall 

design 

The new plans look great. I understand the community love of the 
trees in Laman Street, however the trees should not be the main 
focus of the redevelopment. Other ideas expressed in the plan 
have equal or greater merit. Well done. 

design 
the old buildings like town hall and the theatre and open public 
spaces 

design The open area with the Memorial and fountain as the focal point. 

design 
The openness of the park precinct.  The collection of community 
facilities as part of the city centre. 

design 

The openness, trees, space amongst trees, views of historic, 
cultural, council buildings from the park, andd memorial andd 
sculpture areas. 

design 

The park should be an accessible green space in the city where 
people can sit and enjoy it. That means easy access by foot, cycle 
and car. Having a speakers corner is good - and there needs to be 
some child friendly space and some peaceful spots for folks to sit 
and eat. 
 
Any corridor under the railway needs good lighting and cameras to 
encourage people to feel safe to use it. Get rid of the bridges over 
the railway lines and use the model at Wickham Station (which 
should have had an overpass to King St. ofcourse). Hope 
Glendale does this better. 
 
This model encourages people to use walkways and move across 
from Lamen St to the harbour, and opens up the area. The high 
rise buildings around the river are becoming unattractive canyons 
closing the city off - and putting stress on the river (we should 
learn from Brisbane and our last storm here). 
 
Short note re the Rail: 
 
Stop talking about getting rid of the rail - and let's change what we 
can and make it an attractive and safe feature - slow it down after 
Wickham - there will be no money in NSW to supply us with light 
rail until 2025 at best. Lets be realistically creative. Also negotiate 
the ferry stopping around the harbour.e.g. Civic, Honeysuckle, 
Carrington. This is doable! 

design The park, the Laman St Figs and the Regional Gallery 
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design 

The physical space ands sense of removal from a too overly 
urban environment. 
 
a sense that cultural aspects are within easy walk. 
 
No commercialisation of the space - keeping it open as a place to 
sit / reflect / interact / and be entertained. 

design the pond 

design 

the retention of the memorials, as they were built is in my opinion 
an important part of our city's culture - lets look after them, not 
redesign to today's asthetics 

design 

tHE SENSE OF A CULTURAL GATHERING SPACE THAT 
INCLUDES ST ANDREWS, THE CONSERVATORIUM, CITY 
HALL, ART GALLERY AND LIBRARY WITH THE PARK - A 
SORT OF PIAZA WHERE PEOPLE GATHER TO SIT, WATCH, 
EAT - AND ENJOY OPPORTUITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN 
SURROUNDING ACTIVITIES. 

design 

The sense of openness and shelter from the lovely fig trees. It is 
the nicest bit of Newcastle. Don't try to 'overfix' it in the usual tacky 
way. 

design 

The shade and and cool feel of Laman Street 
 
The groves and hidden bits of discovery in the park 
 
The fountain 

design 

The shaded trees, the fountain in the park, the stair ways to the 
library and art gallery and the feeling of space that is safe and has 
a mixture of open and private.  I enjoy the open air functions there 
too, nice space 

design 
The solid feel of well established mature trees, old buildings and 
well worn steps 

design The spacious nature of the park, the fountain, the wide footpaths. 

design 
the steps from Laman street leading down to the fountain. The 
magnificent fig trees. The fountain. 

design 

The strong link between the city hall/ memorial /fountain/ and 
library. Strengthen this. 
 
and KEEP the Laman street FIGS!!! A massive feature that would 
be a true sin to be removed. Under the figs trees just up from the 
fountain on a hot day in Newcastle is the coolest place to be :) 
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design 

The Terraced effect from Laman street down into the park is 
beautiful. 
 
The private secluded war memorial in the eastern part of the park 
is a perfect place for private contemplation, and I have been there.
 
The park is not safe at night, but that will improve with 
amelioration of the surrounding environs, once hunter street is 
improved, and the centre is redeveloped and if the trainline is 
removed, the park should become safer. 
 
The hills figs and moreton bay figs in the area are an icon - there 
is a book available for sale of pictures of Newcastle in the 1930's 
to late 1950s which would be an excellent place to find inspiration 
for a sympathetic development of the area. 
 
It is completely unnecessary to reorganise laman street to look 
like just another tacky westfield mall. 
 
The wilderness and overarching canopies make the park beautiful, 
perhaps inspiration could also be drawn from the lovely and 
timeless design of hyde park in Sydney, rather than trying to be 
something newcastle is not i.e. modern. 
 
Whoever designed this should embrace Newcastle's natural 
beauty and already existing assetts rather than trying to push a 
rather unsightly and extreme personal vision. 

design The tree-lined walkway and fountain. 
design The trees and general lay out. 

design The trees and landscaping 
design the trees and open spaces access/cultural precinct 

design 

the trees outside the srt gallery NOT  to be removed. 
 
the fountain NOT to be be changed 

design The trees, shade, history, central location, urban feel 

design 

the trees, the fountain and the overall feel of the place. 
 
its very natural and does not need to be over developed.  
 
definitely if you've got someone designing it who does as bad a 
job as the design for the bogey hole - that was completely horrible.

design 
The trees, the fountain, the integration into various roads, access 
to city buildings, parking nearby. 

design 

The unplanned nature of the development which sees the 
integration, via a buffer, of the older suburbs of Newcastle with the 
greater bustle of King and Hunter Streets. 

design The view corridor from King St to the fountain. 

design 

The view for our visitors both ways between the Town Hall and 
Fountain. The shady areas and seating. When (or if) the coffee 
shop at the Art Gallery ever arrives it will be a very popular spot. 
As an 85 yr old shade and seating is very important to me and my 
wife, and easy access and parking are paramount. 

design 
The view from Town Hall towards the fountain and stairs behind 
including the annual garden beds. 
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design 

The visual connection between the City Hall and the Cultural 
Precinct. The green canopy of Laman Street- it's very welcoming 
and conducive to using the space. 

design 

There is very little need for change. 
 
Retain double avenue of figs in Laman St 
 
Retain historic Firewheel tree near war memorial. 
 
Retain memorial grove. 
 
Retain and reinforce with new plantings the tree avenue along 
former rail line. 
 
Retain existing eclectic tree mix. 
 
Retain present informality. 

design 
think that having seperate memorial areas gives space for quiet 
reflection rather than gathering all together 

design 

This park is very beautiful. 
 
The fountain must stay. 
 
The War Memorial must stay though it needs to be prettied up. 
 
The Fig trees on Laman Street & in the park are fabulous & must 
stay. 
 
The wide pathways are good. 

design tiered effect 

design 

To be honest I do not see that much needs to be changed at all. 
As previously stated the Laman St figs sre the soul of the precinct 
and the Council resolution of December 14 2010 must be brought 
to bear in any and all considerations of future design for the 
precinct. 
 
Laman St should be made a pedestrian and cycle way, closed to 
vehicular traffic. Any extension of the Art Gallery or Library space 
into Laman St must be done with an awareness of and deference 
to the figs. Any terracing of Laman St into the park similarly must 
wnhance the figs and the memorial fountain. 
 
I do not support relocating the war memorials but I do support 
their location being improved and their being made a rightfully 
important feature of Civic Park. I do not support the 'formalisation" 
of open spaces in the park. What does that even mean? The park 
is a wonderful space already, it just needs many more trees and 
some play equipment. 
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design 

Tree canopy should stay.  Fig trees need to be pruned and 
maintained regularly. 
 
Street: open to two way traffic.  Passing trafffic operates better 
when two way. Who decided that it should be one way? 
 
Parking access is needed for visitors to Library and Art Gallery.  
Present 5 minute parking is unreasonable given it takes longer 
than 5 minutes to select a book etc at the Library and to view an 
exhibition at the Art Gallery and Lovett Gallery in the Library. 
 
Vista overlooking leafy, shady park is most attractive from City 
Hall balcony.  
 
Walking through park, past Captain Cook Fountain up stairs to 
Library and Gallery is pleasant and attractive access. 
 
Memorials: resent areas are "pockets" for reflection. No need to 
move them altogether. 

design 
Trees, open space, art gallery and library, proximity to city, 
attractive. 

design 

trees, particularly the figs, are integral to the parks ambience 
 
council needs to be more effective, and serious, about the way it 
treats natural assets such as trees 
 
trees have a finite life span which has to be accepted and a 
replacement program needs to be formulated 
 
the overall connectivity between the harbour and the suburbs 
 
the immediate connectivity between the civic (city hall) and the 
cultural (the art galleries, the library, the coffee!) 
 
the various 'rooms' of the park - for sitting, reminiscing, lying, 
expressing a view, etc 
 
the fountain - providing cool movement, an anchor to the park, a 
focus 
 
the flower beds (not my cup of tea - a bit old fashioned - but a 
favourite with many) 

design 

Two things define Civic Park: the fountain and the figs. If the figs 
must go they should be replaced with a canopy that will be equally 
grand. The Fountain should not be tampered with at all. 

design use wasted space to east 
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design 

Visually the vista of the fountain with the Figs as backdrop is 
crucial to the appearance of the park. 
 
Laman Street is one of the most attractive streets in Newcastle 
and is a delight on a summers day. 
 
There should probably be more trees planted on the Darby Street 
side of the park to screen the park from the traffic, 

design war memorials 

design water feature trees 

design 
We need as much greenery in the city as possible. Civic part is 
like an oasis. 

design 

While I do think the fig trees create a beautiful cool iconic 
atmosphere that should be retained if possible, I understand the 
public safety concerns. Tyrell St has lost its magic unfortunately 
with the removal of the figs but that's not to say it won't return 
once the replants attain maturity. There needs to be a strong 
connection between Civic Park and the leisure area incorporating 
Civic Theatre. Civic Park is pretty good as is and probably only 
needs a bit of rejigging with memorials and gardens to improve 
access and amenity. Barring vehicles completely from Laman St 
and incorporating the Libaray and Art Gallery into the streetscape 
will increase patronage of all three area particularly if there are 
cafe's and sandwich shops within easy distance 

design 

As with any proposal, it is quite difficult to understand how 
changes will affect an area and its community prior to those 
changes being implemented; a bit like the law of unintended 
consequences.   
 
For me, an essential feature of Civic Park is the War Memorial 
and its central links to the Captain Cook Fountain as well as to 
Union Street.  I am concerned that the relocation of the War 
Memorial to a "memorial area" could reduce the importance of the 
memorial by relegating it to a peripheral space as well as by 
diminishing its significance vis-a-vie the other memorials.   
 
I have chosen neither to support or disapprove of the removal of 
the fence at St Andrew's as well as creating access for the cottage 
for the reason of unintended consequences - vandalism 
perhaps??  However, I do like the idea of opening up the old 
railway access, but perhaps others will identify a counterpoint to 
this innovation.   
 
The pictures of an open air coffee shop/restaurant in front of the 
museum/library would perhaps, be a good innovation however, 
the figs would not be amenable if such amenities were created.  
This of course, brings up the issue of the trees in Laman St.   
 
I must say that I like the figs.  Majestic trees are truly things to 
behold.  While I do understand that there is a time for everything, I 
do not support the removal of the trees without real reason - and 
not some general risk assessment.  A staged removal process 
would be a better outcome than wholesale removal but then 
introduces the subject of species choice for the replacement of the 
most obviously diseased/dying trees.  As I said, while all large 
trees have majesty, the atmosphere of the figs is an important 
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consideration to retain and I would hope that the tree choice would 
create a "richness in avenue" that the figs have provided through 
many years. 

figs 
All the wonderful figs and the canopy it creates. Nice on the eyes, 
and good summer shade 

figs 

As much as possible it would be nice to keep the larger trees.  
The figs near the library need to go for safety reasons however 
the trees in the park are also a significant contribution to the 
beautiful landscaping of the park.  They also provide a great deal 
of shade. 

figs 

Current public monuments to be retained as located. 
 
retention of Laman Street fig canopy 

figs 

Get organised with the fig trees and either cut them down or leave 
them and take away those ridiculous signs and chain wire portable 
fences.  How can you allow fig trees in many locations (some 
within hundreds of metres of Laman Street) that don't have these 
signs and chain wire fences and expect people to have any 
respect for this council? 
 
Maybe you can have yet another committee or working party and 
waste more of our money. 

figs 
I do not want the figs removed, but managed to reduce potential 
damage. 

figs 

I do not want the trees in Laman St to be taken away. I would like 
to have Laman St opened to traffic going both ways with more 
handicap parking 

figs 

I do not want to see any of the trees removed & in fact want to see 
more trees planted but want them to be natives. I think that more 
parking areas need to be provided for the public also. 

figs I do not want to see any trees removed from that area. 

figs 

I donot want the fig trees removed they are so lovely.  may be in 
the design to take up the tarmac/road so that they can "breath" .  
more grass and definitely more shade trees and the park furniture 
set under the trees. 

figs 

- all reasonable efforts should be made to retain the figs in Laman 
St, but if a decision to remove them is inevitable, then a replanting 
should start before figs need to be removed 
 
- the open parkland feel to Civic Park - a "green oasis" in the city 
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figs 

As with any proposal, it is quite difficult to understand how 
changes will affect an area and its community prior to those 
changes being implemented; a bit like the law of unintended 
consequences.   
 
For me, an essential feature of Civic Park is the War Memorial 
and its central links to the Captain Cook Fountain as well as to 
Union Street.  I am concerned that the relocation of the War 
Memorial to a "memorial area" could reduce the importance of the 
memorial by relegating it to a peripheral space as well as by 
diminishing its significance vis-a-vie the other memorials.   
 
I have chosen neither to support or disapprove of the removal of 
the fence at St Andrew's as well as creating access for the cottage 
for the reason of unintended consequences - vandalism 
perhaps??  However, I do like the idea of opening up the old 
railway access, but perhaps others will identify a counterpoint to 
this innovation.   
 
The pictures of an open air coffee shop/restaurant in front of the 
museum/library would perhaps, be a good innovation however, 
the figs would not be amenable if such amenities were created.  
This of course, brings up the issue of the trees in Laman St.   
 
I must say that I like the figs.  Majestic trees are truly things to 
behold.  While I do understand that there is a time for everything, I 
do not support the removal of the trees without real reason - and 
not some general risk assessment.  A staged removal process 
would be a better outcome than wholesale removal but then 
introduces the subject of species choice for the replacement of the 
most obviously diseased/dying trees.  As I said, while all large 
trees have majesty, the atmosphere of the figs is an important 
consideration to retain and I would hope that the tree choice would 
create a "richness in avenue" that the figs have provided through 
many years. 

figs 

At all costs retain the beautiful trees in Laman St. Visitors from out 
of town are delighted to see the beautiful avenue that the trees 
form.  There is no visible need to remove the trees and the stupid 
idea of removing the trees from each side of the street and 
replacing them with a row of trees up the middle of the street 
should be thrown in the nearest rubbish bin. 
 
If the council removes these trees how long will it be before they 
decide that the trees in Stewart Avenue should also be removed, 
and then they could hone in on other locations around the city to 
remove trees. 
 
The removal of all of the trees at the western end of Tyrell St 
some years ago has left the part of the street looking very bare.  
The new trees will I presume grow but they will never look like the 
vista provided by the trees at the top of this street. 

figs 
Do not remove existing fig trees if it is at all possible to retain 
them. 
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figs 

Do not remove the 80 year old fig trees in Laman Street. Replant 
removed figs to complete archway.Do not remove the trees / figs 
in Civic park. Plant more trees in Civic park. Do not remove 
grassed area of civic park. No more buildings in civic park. Do not 
consolidate the war memorials. Retain the grove in it's current 
quiet, private design. 

figs Do not remove the fig trees. 

figs 

do not want existing figs replaced except where diseased and a 
replacement strategy put in place for similar configuration. 
diagional figs in park to be retained as an indicator to past railway 
lines and underpass from cooks hill to burwood street. 
 
 
 
need public toilet access, with perhaps a night time security 
strategy formulated for the area, (lighting, cameras etc) 

figs 
do not want laman street to be built underneath as this will 
undermine the fig trees 

figs dont change the fountain or the fig trees 
figs existing fig trees 

figs existing thick canopy trees 
figs Existing trees, fountain, foootpath. 

figs fig trees 
figs Fig trees and green space of Civic Park 

figs Fig Trees and memorials 

figs 

Fig trees in Laman Street and Civic Park 
 
Art gallery and library locations 
 
Fountain in Civic Park 
 
Civic park's use by the public 

figs 
Fig Trees in Laman Street between Civic Park and Art Gallery / 
Regionhal Library etc 

figs 

Fig trees in Laman Street. 
 
Art Gallery in Laman Street 

figs Fig trees may the remain where they are. 
figs fig trees must stay! 

figs fig trees should stay. They haven't fallen in strong winds yet! 
figs Fig trees to remain.  They are an iconic part of the landscape 

figs Fig trees to stay 

figs 

fig trees 
 
grassy areas in park 

figs Fig trees, Fountain 
figs fig trees, general atmosphere 

figs figs 
figs Figs and most of the trees in the park. 
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figs 

Figs trees in Laman Street and the shae canopy they create; 
 
Large green spaces in Civic Park 
 
Not too many footpaths 
 
Fairly soft design -not hard and formal 

figs Have to get of old park figs and plant new 
figs I believe much more could be achieved if the figs were removed. 

figs 

I don't like the precinct as it is now. The avenue is no longer what 
it was. The trees are clearly not there for even the medium term. 
As typically Newcastle, vehicles have always had total right of way 
over pedestrians. The space is isolated from Civic Park. The 
Library is totally hidden yet its a wonderful example of an 
architectural style and period.   
 
 
 
I want to see the cultural buildings, Laman street and Civic Park 
developed into a single and unique public space where people 
and events have precedence over vehicles. I want to see bold 
planting of new, large growing and long lived trees that will 
enclose spaces & not just Laman street. Figs are not the only 
choice for large trees either.  
 
 I want the precinct to become the city's most popular destination - 
a place all will want to visit, whether tourist, out of towner, or local 
- a place where there is activity, culture, food and entertainment - 
the living heart of the metropolis.  
 
Laman Street and the precinct as it is today (declining and taty) is 
the result of happenstance and serendipity - nobody planned it to 
work as a precinct.  But large mature trees are not permanent 
civic fixtures that can be rehabilitated at whim. The large trees in 
Civic Park and Laman Street are failing and the entire space has 
lost its charm and seems neglected.  
 
The city leaders seem to have become frozen, unable to make the 
bold decisions for the next generation of Novcastrians. Well 
meaning but misguided community activism couched in politically 
charged and emotive 'tree preservation' terms is a costly and 
ultimately futile diversion. Intergenerational equity is being 
sacrificed for short term gain and the  city is starting to look like a 
looser.  
 
It is time to make a new cultural and civic precinct and to stop the 
false framing of this is a 'save the trees' issue. 

figs 

I like the canopy of trees but do not like the figs because of the 
root problem for pedestrians and they attract flying foxes. 
 
Parking is a problem 

figs 
I like the fig trees and other older trees in this area.  I am very glad 
that the trees are staying in Laman Street (as are everyone I talk 
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to). 

figs I like the figs on Laman st and it would be great to keep them. 

figs I like the Laman St fig trees. 

figs 

I like the look of the barriers and construction fences.  These 
should stay. 
 
I also like penne pasta. 

figs 

I like the park being there and it must be retained. The park 
gardeners have kept what is thee well maintained but the layout is 
old and needs to be modernised. 
 
Similarly the fig argument should never have occured and every 
attempt should be made to make the place more welcoming like 
other cities do. 

figs 

I like the shade of the trees in Laman St. 
 
I like the gardens in front of the fountain. 
 
I like the openness so that you can see the fountain and gardens 
from the Town Hall and the Town Hall from the fountain area. 
 
I like the ability to walk from Laman St, King St, Auckland St and 
Darby St through the park. 
 
I like the open grassed areas so that events can be held all over 
the park. 

figs 

I like the trees in Laman Street. 
 
I can see the problem that council has with tree maintenance. 
 
I enjoy the park as it is but there is always some room for 
improvement. 
 
The toilets need urgent attention and should be open more often. 

figs 

I love the big trees, they give the place a lot of character and 
history. 
 
A lot of NSW towns have parks similar to this one and they have 
great historic significance 

figs 

I love the cool green look created by the figs. The flower beds 
around the fountain are impressive. It is my favourite place in 
Newcastle especially at night with the buildings lit up. 
 
The currrent fencing around the figs is very ugly and should 
immediately be removed. I always cycle in to town from Cooks Hill 
and am finding it very inconvenient the loss of the two way access 
outside the library and gallery. 
 
It is a fabulous place for community events. How about some 
succession planing with the trees!! 
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figs 

I love the feeling of peace and coolness that one gets from being 
in Laman Street with the existing trees. I find the Gallery, Library, 
and the whole area pleasant to visit as they are now. 

figs 

I love the Fig trees - one point, if they are a problem, why have 
they planted them at the edge of Darby St in Civic Park? Doesn't 
make sense. 

figs 

I LOve the fig trees and the form of the street but would love to 
see it extended and incorporated into the civic precinct. Definitely 
introduce a coffee shop re: Centennial park in Sydney. I do think a 
botanical walk with informative plaques would also make more 
interesting and educational. I love the idea of an amphitheater for 
public events. An extension of the parking lot behind the library 
would be fabulous because Darby St is a nightmare to park. What 
a about moving our Regional Gallery into the old post office and 
having a more contemporary art space in the existing one. 
 
If we bring back the trams or light rail that would link the Forshore 
with Civic park and the post office along with the west end and 
Beach what an exciting link that would be! 

figs 

I love the fig trees and the shady canopy that they supply over the 
roadway. I think the figs should be retained and replaced only with 
new fig trees. This precinct is the nicest and most attractive part of 
central Newcastle. Removing those fig trees would be like cutting 
out the welcoming heart of the civic landscape. 
 
 
I also love the the design of the library/cultural centre and would 
not like to see this building interfered with. It needs to retain its 
integrity. The region gallery is not so architecturally interesting and 
could benefit from some redesign in parts. 
 
I think that the war memorial (dark obelisk) facing City Hall is very 
ugly and inappropriate in its location. 

figs 

I love the fig trees, I love the access between the gallery and the 
library and the park. I love our fountain. Please don't change any 
of these. 

figs 
I love the fig trees. I love the art gallery and library. Parking is the 
proble. Love the civic park 

figs 

I love the Laman St figs and would like to see them retained whilst 
creating better connections with the park and more open 
pedestrian space in the street. 
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figs 

I love the Laman St figs, however the ridiculous wire fences 
remain, making it look like a building site.  
 
The toilets in Civic Park are DISGUSTING.  
 
Everytime there is a big activity on in the park, either the fountain 
is off or the gardens are empty of flowers.  
 
I feel the park needs a general tidy up and a bit more 
maintenance, not a complete overhaul. The council seem to have 
their prorities all wrong, on this and many other public spaces. Eg 
the Bogey Hole, fix the stairs, open it to the public and that's it. 
There are plenty of other things the money could be spent on 
rather than overdeveloping Civic Park. 

figs 

I love the Laman Street Fig Trees. Do NOT remove any of the Fig 
trees on Laman Street. I love the fountain. Memorial Grove is on 
consecrated ground and should NOT be moved! I love all the 
trees in Civic park. Do NOT remove any of the trees. We need 
more trees - not less. 
 
I think Laman Street is the most beautiful street in Newcastle and 
should be maintained to show off its natural splendidness. 
 
Civic Park does not need a make over like this. Do NOT make 
changes to the formal structure of the Park. Keep the existing 
structural layout of the park. Keep the existing trees - DO NOT 
remove them. We do not want or need open spaces! 
 
Keep the FIGS!!! 

figs 

I love the fig trees though they will look better when the ugly 
fences are removed.  
I love the memorial garden though it has been let run down. 
I love the fountain though the pool in front must be kept very 
clean. 
I love the view of the park from all viewpoints and the view to the 
townhall across the park  
I love the sculptures in the park 
I love the trees and the flowers in the park 
I love the old buildings on the edge of the park 
I love the spaciousness of the park 

figs 
i particularly like the fig trees there and want to see them remain 
regardless of cost. 

figs 

i really love the shady figs in laman street--this part of the civic 
park precinct has character---if the fig trees must go in the new 
plan can it be down in stages to retain the feel of this wonderful 
part of newcastle 
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figs 

I really value and appreciate the fig trees. 
 
I like the quite and respectful memorial area with its own pond. 
 
I like the number of trees in the park and the fact that it is a haven 
for city workers.  I like the fact that the trees attract fauna into the 
area.    
 
I like the fountain and the history behind it and the coolness which 
the water brings to the area on a hot day. 

figs 

I think the Laman St trees should be retained but managed better 
by council than they have been in the past.  If it is necessary to 
remove them it must be staged to maintain the integrity of the 
current streetscape and to improve future tree management. 

figs 

I think the shade trees are vital to Laman Street and are a 
wonderful attraction for the street. 
 
The plan to extend the library is an great idea but I cannot see 
how this could happen if the trees are to remain. 
 
For me it is apparent that the sudden claim that the trees are a 
danger is aploy to remove them to allow the building across 
Laman Street of the library and Art gallery. 
 
This should not be at the expense of these wonderful mature 
trees. 

figs 

I want the fig trees looked after for as long as possible.  
 
The memorials have been where they are now for a long time and 
I want them left where they are. 
 
I like the amount of green space and don't want it reduced. 
 
For me it's mostly a park to walk or drive past rather than spend 
time in but this is still important. I like passing the green and the 
canopy of the trees. 
 
I really want to avoid another Tyrrell Street so a huge mature 
canopy of trees is important to me. I used to go the 
conservatorium as a boy to learn the clarinet and loved it then as 
much as I do now. I want Laman Street to stay as it is for as long 
as possible. 
 
I see veterans as important users of the park and want their needs 
to be treated with respect.I do not understand where anyone 
would get the idea that moving the memorials is a good idea. 
 
I like the idea of making a new Lone Pine - I didn't even know we 
had one until a relative told me. I think  council should make more 
of the fact that we have a Lone Pine. 

figs 
I would like the fig trees to stay in Laman St and I like the fountain 
where it is. 
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figs 

I would like to see the fig trees removed and be replaced with 
more suitable trees. 
 
I do not wish to see any great amount of expenditure to develop 
the area until such times as council has repaired to an acceptable 
standard all of the infrastructure fow which it is currently 
responsible. 
 
If any development is to take place for both the library and art 
gallery it should be on the land adjacent to both buildings currently 
being used for car parking. 
 
No further money be wated on obtaning consultant reports. 

figs I would like to see the figs retained. 

figs 
I would not like to see the old fig trees removed. They are part of 
the precinct 's history!!!!! 

figs 

It is a great-looking park to pass by and look at from the library. 
Why change it. 
 
I love the figs and want them retained. 

figs 

Its really the fig trees that 'do it'for me. I find it hard to imagine a 
single line giving the same ambience. Its the shade, the 
temperature, the grace all put together. Hard to beat. Such a 
welcome haven. 

figs keep figs 
figs Keep the big trees and don't be dominated by risk scare mongers. 

figs 

KEEP THE FIG TREES ! 
 
Definitely keep the gardens in front of the fountain. 
 
I don't mind if some trees are replaced in Civic Park, it does need 
a new plan. 

figs Keep the fig trees. Remove and replant over time. 
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figs 

Keep the figs 
 
Keep the War Memorial Grove where it is and as it is. Perhaps 
change the shrubs around it but t has always felt safe to me. If as 
many people walked through it and sat in there a possible there 
woudl be no allegations of antisocial behaviour as the Art Gallery 
director said at the charette. 
 
The amount of grass the park has now - I do not want any new 
concrete. 
 
I like the informailty of the park: I don't want anything that looks 
liek the artworks produced by Scape.What on earth would the 
layout produced there bring but grief when single specimens of 
each group of like trees died?  
 
I like the current trees and don't want to see a bunch of pear trees, 
poplars, plane trees or other exotics replace them. I'd actually like 
extra native trees or shrubs. 
 
I like the fountain. 
 
I like the Lone Pine - I just think you need to make more of a fuss 
of it as well as the memorial grove in general. By all means have a 
new Lone Pine , but don't take the current one out prematurely. 
 
I like the rockery around the dracaena - it's the closest this park 
has to public art or a children's play area.You need succession 
planting for the dracaena - my children love it. 
 
The fact that birds and bats live there in great numbers. 
 
The public art outside the art gallery and the fact that it changes 
every now and again. 
 
The huge signage outisde the gallery promoting whatever work is 
being shown. 
 
The figs, the figs, the figs. 
 
The few seats there are are great - there need to be many more. 
 
The stairs and platform outside the library are beautiful - this 
needs to be looked after: I notice some worker injected silicon into 
it to fix a trip hazard. How does that fit with looking after our 
heritage? 

figs keep the trees and don't put a division down Laman St 

figs 
keep the trees in Laman St and if they die replace them with 
equally shady trees 

figs 

keep the trees that we have.  give priority to trees and people not 
cars.  signage can advise pedestrians of teh risk (albeit small) that 
a bit of a tree could fall on them - and then the trees can be 
retained. 

figs 

Laman St looks impressive with its archway of trees. It imbues a 
sense of time and makes one automatically reflect upon 
Newcastle's past. 
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figs 
Leafy nature - fig trees. We always take visitors for a walk through 
this precinct and they LOVE IT!! 

figs 

LEAVE THE FIG TREES AS THEY ARE. 
Do NOT REMOVE the fig trees.  
REMOVE the ridiculous fencing, barriers and other nanny-state 
rubbish that litters the street and destroys public amenity. 

figs Leave the figs 

figs 

Library and Art Gallery should stay but make it more accessible to 
pedestrians/disabled and more lighting. Fig trees should be cut 
down as they are a safety risk (eg. people can hide behind them). 

figs Like to keep the trees and the overall theme for the area as is. 

figs 

Like: the figs 
 
Dislike the lack of 5 min parking close to library 
 
Dislike: one way in Laman street 

figs Location and fig trees 

figs 

Love the fig trees. 
 
Relaxed with use of park. 

figs 
Love the Lamen Street figs. It is a feature of the precinct and 
provides inviting shade and aesthetics to the region. 

figs 

Love the Park and Laman St Figs. It was an excellent result to 
keep the figs. 
 
To make Laman St just for pedestrians, so that it could have grass 
and places to sit and be a beautiful green place. 

figs 

Memorial Grove to remain as is. Coral Sea was our savior. 
nothing wrong with it just not explained to new generation. Trees 
please but good old Aussie hard wood in not dirty old fig trees. 
Birds love Aussie trees from our area. Cedar trees could make 
money for Council in years to come.. 

figs 

-mostly the fig trees sadly. 
 
-the ambience created by the vegetation, layout (ie. the symmetry 
of the park looking to the town hall from laman st over the 
fountain) and the buildings. 
 
- i think this is one of the best looking parts of newcastle - i woul 

figs Must retain Figs to maintain their beauty & shade. 

figs 

No old trees to be removed from Laman St. The trees should take 
preference over any planned pedestrian or vehicle access. If the 
trees are causing structural damage to underground pipes, etc, 
surely a solution can be found other than to cut them down. They 
provide an essential background to the whole Civic Park area, 
thereby providing a inspiring visual approach to our City. We need 
every bit of help we can get when one considers the eyesore of 
entering the City via Hunter St.  
 
 
 
other than no removal of trees, plant more, improve access 
pathways, etc in readiness for when the rail line has been 
removed from the City and one can access the foreshore via a  
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designated pathway straight through from the Art Gallery, Library, 
etc. Let us open up this very attractive area of our City. 

figs please close Laman st, remove trees cater for pedestrians 

figs 
Please do note remove the trees in Laman Street or the terraced 
effect, that is the core character of the park. 

figs 

Please ensure the retention of the memorial cathedral arch of 
mature fig trees and use modern methods to redress the harm 
done to them in the past.  
 
Please keep the beautiful fountain featured as the centrepiece. 
 
Ensure the continued presence of the Lone Pine, perhaps plant a 
grove of them, or re use them as a signature around the park. 

figs 
Please keep as many fig trees as possible, they provide heaps of 
shade and look beautiful. 

figs Public access. Shade. Tree canopy. 

figs 

quiet streets for pedestrians and cyclists 
 
Shady cool treed street 

figs 

Removal of the figs in this precinct will completely change it's 
character.  Currently they create and avenue which has a certain 
charm. The edifices of the library and art gallery are not 
particularly attractive when viewed from King Street (refer older 
photographs with less mature trees).  The figs much improve the 
aesthetics of said view. 

figs retain existing fig trees 
figs retain the existing fig trees 

figs retain the green arch of the tree planting in Laman St 

figs 
Retention of the figs and public access to the areas surrounding 
them. 

figs Retention of trees for shade - most other things could be improved 

figs 

Retention/maintenance of the fig trees in Laman St.  
 
Retention of any remaining big trees in the park.  
 
The grandeur of the big old trees defines the space and connects 
us to the vision of former generations. A reminder that we are part 
of a continuum. What we do now, just as what they did then (like 
planting a tree) can have lasting consequences. Such past actions 
whose vision can only be fulfilled in the future may inspire those 
who enjoy such fulfillment to ask:What is my legacy?  
 
Trees anywhere provide support in so many ways. Not 
insignificantly, without them we would all be dead! 

figs Save the Trees 

figs Shady treelined street. 

figs 
The amazing trees on Laman Street should NOT be 
removed!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

figs 

The ambience of a leafy street very shady and pleasant - but the 
UGLY barriers need to come down. PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE! 
remove the ugly wire barriers in Laman Street now. Do not wait for 
survey results - let's make Laman Street look ATTRACTIVE. 
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figs 

the ambience under the existing fig trees and the soft edge to the 
next terrace of Civic Park. this creates a cool shady transition and 
slight separation of the park and the inside activities of the Gallery 
and the Library.  
 
I particularly love the distinction created by the layered gardens 
into the park and that it is not a wide open space at the top. This 
creates interest and a sense of outdoor rooms that is pleasing. 

figs 

The arching canopy of figs over Laman Street is magical. These 
could be incorporated into a boardwalk allowing for mostly 
pedestrian access and possible pick up drop off in a 10km zone. 
The road could of course be done away with totally and access 
could be at the back of the new gallery/library complex for people 
arriving in cars whilst retaining walk in entry on Laman Street. 

figs 

The avenue of tree which I hope are never removed.  
 
I think the whole precint is good as it is and expect money can be 
better spent elsewhere. 

figs the avenue of trees 

figs 

The avenue of trees and shade in Laman Street. 
 
The positioning of pathway(s) from the fountain to King Street. 

figs 

The avenue of trees in Laman Street to be retained.  Laman 
Street to become a pedestrian only precinct to enable cultural 
extensions.  Eliminate parking in Laman Street. 

figs 

The avenue of trees is absolutely splendid - not sure one could 
replicate this with replanting. 
 
Civic Park fountain is a real focal point. 
 
Pedestrian access from various thoroughfares. 

figs The avenue of trees is unique and an attraction in itself. 

figs 
The beautiful avenue of trees in Laman Street, and the flower 
beds near the fountain 

figs 

The beautiful fig trees in Laman Street and the trees in Civic Park.
 
The use of Civic Park for everyone to enjoy as a peaceful green 
oasis in the city heart. 

figs The beautiful fig trees! 

figs 
The beautiful fig trees. I think Civic park apart from a few extra 
parch benches is great the way it is. Please leave the fountain. 

figs 
The beautiful trees and gardens. It provides a lovely environment 
in the city for people to use and visit. 

figs The beautiful trees and the water feature 
figs The big shaddy trees 

figs The canopy of fig trees 
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figs 

The canopy of trees along Laman street 
 
The fountain which has many memories for people. 
 
The stairs on either side of the fountain which lead from Laman St 
to the park.  I find these stairs to be a very central conection and 
offer a good view over the park. 

figs 

The canopy of trees, which creates a lovely cool green space. 
 
leave accessible to traffic so that the elderlay and disabled can get 
access to faacilities. 

figs 
The cathederal feeling to Laman Street from the fig trees. The 
fashionable fountain. Unfenced areas 

figs 

The cathedral arch of the trees in Laman St and the wonderful 
street trees throughout the area are something that I feel is a 
signature of Newcastle. Remove them, and you remove the heart 
of the city. 
 
This is true of the majestic trees in Civic Park (as well as 
throughout other areas of the city: eg. Islington Park, Brown and 
Perkins Sts, etc) 
 
I would like to see Laman St closed to traffic completely which 
would give pedestrians access to that area and further enhance 
the space. 

figs The current trees to stay 

figs 

The double row of figs. I like huge trees in this setting. I remember 
loving this street when I first came to Newcastle and have always 
loved it the way it is now. It is a spectacular street and needs to 
stay that way. 
 
The steps of the Cultural Centre are beautiful and need to be 
maintained properly. 
 
The position of the Memorial Grove and the other memorials is 
important to me. 
 
There needs to be no less shade in the park. More woudl be 
better. I like the fact that the park is grassed and do not want to 
see less. 
 
It's important to me that we provide food for urban wildlife so I do 
not want to see any extra exotic trees in this location. 
 
I take my grandchildren to the library and they play in the park 
afterwards; they like the fountain and the rocks to climb on. 
Another area for them to play that fits in with the rest of the park 
would be good as well, especially as the number of inner city 
residents is likely to increase. 
 
I like the fact that people can sit or stand under the large fig tres in 
the park when commemorative ceremonies happen. I would not 
like to see veterans and their relatives have to stand in the sun. 
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I really enjoy the wind in the huge trees and the amount of birdlife; 
my grandchildren love the flying foxes. I want to see these looked 
after. 
 
I love the Art Gallery and like the changing public art in front of it. 
An extension of this would be nice. 
 
I don't mind the gardener's shed; I'd like to see that awful carvan 
and container in the southeast corner disappear into a similar 
building. 

figs the existing fig trees 

figs 

The existing fig trees in Laman Street. 
 
The position of the war Memorial Grove. 
 
The fact that there are three war memorials that are separate. 
 
The fig trees in the park. 
 
The amount of grass.Please don't put in extra hard surfaces. 
 
The fountain - although it was not improved by the addition of the 
obvious service area/pump room 
 
The fact that there is a gardener's shed - you need to put 
everything that is needed fr this work in here and REMOVE THAT 
DARNED CARAVAN, TWO SHIPPING CONTAINERS AND THE 
CYCLONE FENCING FROM THE CORNER OF DARBY AND 
LAMAN STREET 
 
The safe feel of Laman Street as it exists now - REMOVE THAT 
STUPID FENCING FROM UNDER THE TREES 
 
Seats in the park - but you need many more; including the ones 
on the level above the park and below Laman St - but they need 
not to be hidden by bushes as they used to be: they provided an 
area for 'antisocial activity'. 
 
Just in case you don't give me an opportunity to say this, those 
awful silver power boxes need to go. They are ugly and a blight on 
the park and are  far too numerous and unnecessary as temporary 
power can be run anywhere in the park form a single central 
source. 
 
The few picnic tables that are there - but you need more. 
 
The dracaena and the rocks around it - these provide the only play 
area for children and needs to be looked after. Creative and 
beautiful play area/s in addition to this need to be provided. 

figs The existing trees 

figs 

the exquisite, natural caopy avenue of figs down Laman St. The 
open aspect of the park inviting entry from the surrounds. The air 
of reflection, respect, reverance created by the private memorial 
garden. 

figs The fig trees 
figs The fig trees 
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figs the fig trees 

figs the fig trees 
figs the fig trees 

figs 
the fig trees - the avebue like aspect of them; city hall, nice 
building 

figs 

The fig trees along Laman Street need to be preserved. It is the 
nicest looking street in Newcastle - Any change will damage the 
area. 

figs The Fig Trees amd fountain 

figs The fig trees and the line of sight from the library to the city hall. 

figs 
The fig trees and the peacefulness it gives to the surrounding area 
the Civic park and the laman street figs are Newcastle History 

figs The fig trees and the war memorial. 

figs 

The fig trees are possibly the most outstanding and impressive 
feature of the whole area. Perhaps the council could investigate 
ways of ensuring their continued growth and well being. An 
example might be to improve the immediate ground surface area, 
within say 5 metres radius of each tree trunk. The purpose being 
so that water can flow into the ground for the tree, without 
adversly affecting their root systems. 
 
My other concern is that there could be an increase in shading the 
seating areas 

figs 

The fig trees are the best feature of Laman Street at present and 
give a cathedral like canopy. Need more convincing evidence that 
they should be replaced. 
 
The current barricades are ugly and prevent easy access to library 
and art gallery. 

figs the fig trees in Laman St to be retained 

figs 
the fig trees in Laman street and the area of the park in front of the 
art Gallery 

figs 

The Fig trees in Laman Street need to be retained as a priority.  
We need more trees in the area, especially in Hunter Street with  
more places to sit, coffee shops, restaurants  in this area to get 
more people utilising the West End.  Wheeler Place should be 
'greened up' also it is a concrete nightmare most of the time - not 
a good look ! 

figs 
The fig trees must be maintained above all else. People should be 
allowed to walk/drive there at their own risk. 

figs 

The fig trees must be retained as per the Council decision of 14 
December 2010.  Incorporated in that decision was a resolution to 
replace the 4 Hills figs previously removed from Laman St. 
 
Again as per the Council resolutino of 14 December 2010 a 'tree 
preservation' regime needs to be implemented to ensure the long 
term survival of the iconic cathedral of figs. 

figs The fig trees must be retained at all costs. 
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figs 

The fig trees must stay. 
 
The war memorials must stay. 
 
The memorial on the corner of Darby and Laman with the water 
feature to stay. 
 
The spiny trees that children love to climb to stay 

figs 

The fig trees need to stay. If there are trees which need surgery 
go ahead but dont remove. 
 
Please remove the barriers surrounding the trees. Looks hideous. 
Interester to know if this councils protest because the public dont 
want them removed. 

figs The Fig trees should be retained 

figs The Fig Trees to remain and the road opened to vehicle traffic 

figs 

The fig trees 
 
The axis between Cultural Centre and Town Hall 
 
The fountain 
 
Shade and sitting areas 

figs The fig trees! 
figs The fig trees!!! 

figs THE FIG TREES!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

figs 
The fig trees, the quietness, the civic park, the library and the art 
gallery set the scene for a tranquil environment. 

figs 
The fig trees, the quietness, the civic park, the library and the art 
gallery set the scene for a tranquil environment. 

figs 

The fig trees. 
 
The fabulous Civic Park fountain - this is the most wonderful 
fountain sculpture I have seen in a public space, although the area 
in front of it does need refurbishment. 
 
The planting of flowers each spring. 
 
The vast open areas for markets and for children to run around. 

figs the figs 

figs 

The figs are beautiful 
 
The flower bed in front of the fountain is normally beautiful, 
especially in poppy season 

figs 

the figs are integral and special providing a beautiful ambience 
and shade that few areas have. 
 
Despite numerous family members in wars ,I have no interest in 
warmemorials and think they are too glorified as it is, without 
acknowledging  the civilians work and costs and work that people 
put into keeping peace.Our peacekeepers are rarely memorialised 
.A memorial that properly protarys war as the tragedy to all rather 
than glorifying it would be supported by me. 
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figs 

The Figs are really important to the feel of the area, and although I 
understand they need to be removed for safety reasons, I think it 
is important to replant mature similar trees but manage them more 
appropriately for the future. 

figs The figs to remain 
figs The figs trees, the space, the simplicity. 

figs The figs! 

figs 

the figs!! 
 
also the sandstone walls at the eastern end.  
 
no concrete please! 

figs The figs, shade, easy access to library, gallery and park. 

figs 

the figs. leave them there and warn people not to stand under 
them in high winds. you don't rip up roads because a few people 
die on them. 

figs 
The figs. The shade. The garden beds look fantastic when in 
flower. 

figs the hills figs in civic park and laman street 

figs 

The Hills Figs should not be touched. They are not a risk to 
anyone. Any consultants' reports that say otherwise are biased 
and unconvincing. 

figs 

The laman street area has a very natural peaceful and  sense of 
the sacred which can only be achieved with time. The fig trees 
being so mature have much to do with this. The calm and then the 
energy of the fountain. 

figs 

The Laman Street Figs are beautiful and should be left in situ. The 
fountain is also beautiful. The trees in the park are also great 
attractions. 

figs 

The Lamn Street Fig trees 
The trees within the park. 
The fountain 
The King/Lman Street axis 
The general layout of the memorials 
The steps beside and behind the fountain 
TPI House 
St. Andrews 

figs 

The retention of the Laman St figs is very important. I have found 
many of the questions difficult to answer in this survey, because 
the plan you are suggesting we read includes removal of the figs, 
whereas my understanding is that the decision has been made to 
keep them. Thus, it is impossible to comment on other things that 
may have been impacted by that.  
 
The greeness and aesthetics of the park are beautiful, and any of 
the proposed developments (many of which are excellent), should 
further enhance, rather than detract from, the current aesthetic. 

figs 

The retention of most if not all the large fig trees.  Succession 
planning of all older trees should be considered, but only remove 
one at a time and replaced.  And possibly only one every 10-20 
years is all so there is largish trees in place prior to a second tree 
being removed. 

figs 
The retention of the existing hills figs planted on Laman St on the 
path and road. The fountain next to stairs 
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figs 

The shade and cathedral like feature of the Fig trees in Laman 
street. It is a cool and green space in an otherwise very concrete 
CBD. Before the Pasha Bulker Storm, the Civic Park was also 
very shady, so restoring this shady feature would be very high on 
my agenda. It is a valuable lung in the inner city and very much 
used.  
 
I like it also because of the many public activities that take place in 
Civic precincts, such as Winter Heat and Live Sites, This is Not 
Art, The Laman Street Art Fair, and also the Friday dances on 
Wheeler place.  
 
I like the interesting vegetation features such as the dragon tree 
and the rocks that small kids always climb and have fun with. 

figs the shade area's and the festival type events staged there 

figs 

The so called green cathedral effect of the figs in Laman St is 
what defines this area for me. Without them, or some suitable 
replacement the whole character of the area is altered. They 
symbolise strength, continuity  and conservatism for me, they 
appear unchanging and reliable, their branches intertwine until it is 
impossible to see which tree they belong to, as if they each 
support and rely on each other. 
 
I also like the line of sight from City Hall to the fountain. 

figs 

The strong link between the city hall/ memorial /fountain/ and 
library. Strengthen this. 
 
and KEEP the Laman street FIGS!!! A massive feature that would 
be a true sin to be removed. Under the figs trees just up from the 
fountain on a hot day in Newcastle is the coolest place to be :) 

figs The tree canopy 

figs the tree canopy 
figs the tree canopy over Laman street 

figs The trees 
figs the trees 

figs the trees 
figs the trees 

figs the trees ... and the memorials. 
figs The trees and relaxed atmosphere 

figs The trees and the fountain 
figs the trees are beautiful 

figs 
The trees creating a shaded area in front of the library and art 
gallery 

figs 

The trees have  great appeal in Laman street. Do Not Remove the 
old trees in Laman street. 
 
Generations of people have had their wedding photographs under 
those trees. They had the wedding photographs because there 
because it was beautiful. 
 
I would like to see Laman street at civic park made into a park with 
no road. 

figs The trees in Laman Street 
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figs 

The trees must be protected and looked after. 
 
Council should employ more outdoor staff on landscaping and 
looking after the environment and reduce the number of staff 
pushing paper to and fro wasting the ratepayers money. 

figs 

the trees outside the srt gallery NOT  to be removed. 
 
the fountain NOT to be be changed 

figs the trees provide plentiful shade so should never be removed. 

figs 

The trees that exist in the precinct should be left where they are 
and protected at all costs. More green shade is needed in the 
area, particularly in the park. 

figs 
The trees! Please do everything possible to keep the beautiful fig 
trees. 

figs The trees, greenery, space for people to sit in the grass. 

figs The trees, shade, history, central location, urban feel 

figs 

the wonderful old trees in laman street - they are the most 
interesting things to look at (the buildings are a tad stark) - 
altogether better to look at the most often new big bunch blocks of 
units in newcastle. the trees provide shade and add character to 
laman street, 

figs 

Tree canopy should stay.  Fig trees need to be pruned and 
maintained regularly. 
 
Street: open to two way traffic.  Passing trafffic operates better 
when two way. Who decided that it should be one way? 
 
Parking access is needed for visitors to Library and Art Gallery.  
Present 5 minute parking is unreasonable given it takes longer 
than 5 minutes to select a book etc at the Library and to view an 
exhibition at the Art Gallery and Lovett Gallery in the Library. 
 
Vista overlooking leafy, shady park is most attractive from City 
Hall balcony.  
 
Walking through park, past Captain Cook Fountain up stairs to 
Library and Gallery is pleasant and attractive access. 
 
Memorials: resent areas are "pockets" for reflection. No need to 
move them altogether. 

figs 
trees in Laman Street should be retained and looked after to 
ensure that they are kept as healthy as possible. 
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figs 

trees, particularly the figs, are integral to the parks ambience 
 
council needs to be more effective, and serious, about the way it 
treats natural assets such as trees 
 
trees have a finite life span which has to be accepted and a 
replacement program needs to be formulated 
 
the overall connectivity between the harbour and the suburbs 
 
the immediate connectivity between the civic (city hall) and the 
cultural (the art galleries, the library, the coffee!) 
 
the various 'rooms' of the park - for sitting, reminiscing, lying, 
expressing a view, etc 
 
the fountain - providing cool movement, an anchor to the park, a 
focus 
the flower beds (not my cup of tea - a bit old fashioned - but a 
favourite with many) 

figs 

trees.  But this doesn't mean that old and dangerous trees should 
not be removed and replaced as necessary.  Trees die.  Get used 
to it and stop pandering to every self interest group.  Replant with 
appropriate sub-surface structures so that the current problems 
don't recur. 

figs 

Two things define Civic Park: the fountain and the figs. If the figs 
must go they should be replaced with a canopy that will be equally 
grand. The Fountain should not be tampered with at all. 

figs 
Would love to see the Laman st figs retained. Love the memorial 
garden 

figs 

Visually the vista of the fountain with the Figs as backdrop is 
crucial to the appearance of the park. 
 
Laman Street is one of the most attractive streets in Newcastle 
and is a delight on a summers day. 
 
There should probably be more trees planted on the Darby Street 
side of the park to screen the park from the traffic, 

priority 

Civic Park and Laman Street are good as they are and just need a 
bit of improvement. I would rather see Council spend money on 
implementing the coastal revitalisation plan. 

priority 

Civic Park and Laman street is fine, it should bnot be a council 
priority when other areas such as the walk between nobby's and 
newcastle baths is in such an appaling state. Three people cannot 
walk abreast on the footpath! And this is Newcastle major public 
attraction.  
 
The neglect of the footpath  between Nobby's and the Baths is a 
digrace.  
 
Civic park is a much lower priority 

priority All things must change 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 108 of 153 
 

priority 

Any underpaths must be short and well lit to prevent antisocial 
congregation. I like, in general, the proposed design for Laman St 
& Civic Precinct. Newcastle dsperately need to show a more 
confident attitude of itself.  

priority 

As with any proposal, it is quite difficult to understand how 
changes will affect an area and its community prior to those 
changes being implemented; a bit like the law of unintended 
consequences.   
 
For me, an essential feature of Civic Park is the War Memorial 
and its central links to the Captain Cook Fountain as well as to 
Union Street.  I am concerned that the relocation of the War 
Memorial to a "memorial area" could reduce the importance of the 
memorial by relegating it to a peripheral space as well as by 
diminishing its significance vis-a-vie the other memorials.   
 
I have chosen neither to support or disapprove of the removal of 
the fence at St Andrew's as well as creating access for the cottage 
for the reason of unintended consequences - vandalism 
perhaps??  However, I do like the idea of opening up the old 
railway access, but perhaps others will identify a counterpoint to 
this innovation.   
 
The pictures of an open air coffee shop/restaurant in front of the 
museum/library would perhaps, be a good innovation however, 
the figs would not be amenable if such amenities were created.  
This of course, brings up the issue of the trees in Laman St.   
 
I must say that I like the figs.  Majestic trees are truly things to 
behold.  While I do understand that there is a time for everything, I 
do not support the removal of the trees without real reason - and 
not some general risk assessment.  A staged removal process 
would be a better outcome than wholesale removal but then 
introduces the subject of species choice for the replacement of the 
most obviously diseased/dying trees.  As I said, while all large 
trees have majesty, the atmosphere of the figs is an important 
consideration to retain and I would hope that the tree choice would 
create a "richness in avenue" that the figs have provided through 
many years. 

priority 

At present Civic Park for us is not a destination.We pass through it 
on the way to somewhere else eg the library.For our purposes it 
works well enough.Surely there are other places in Newcastle that 
deserve this attention before Civic Park etc? 
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priority 

Essentiaslly, leave it as it is. 
 
Maintain the Laman street figs  
 
Update furniture in the park. 
 
Whatever is done to provide more amenities will become a target 
for vandalism and however much is spent will be at risk. Therefore 
keep it minimal and as serviceable as possible. 
 
The underpss will not be used by many people even during the 
daytime and, particularly at night, will be an invitation to drunks, 
druggies etc, will  be avoided by everyone else, and will require 
supervision. 

priority 

Everything ... of all the things that are wrong and ugly in 
Newcasstle at the moment Civic Park and Laman St are the least 
of your worries. Just leave it alone, it's fine, it's pretty it's a place to 
take tourists already so why mess with it when there are so many 
ugly places where you cannot take a visitor. SAVE YOUR MONEY 
do something else that people actually WANT!!! 

priority 

Everything except the ugly fences around the Laman Street fig 
tree's.  The area is perfect as it is and does not need to be 
changed. 

priority 

For me, the ideal solution is to make Laman Street pedestrian only 
and get rid of the tarred road. 
Mulching the area and nurturing the roots of the trees would allow 
them to grow strongly and be an amazing backdrop to the park.  
The park itself doesn't need a massive overhaul - IT'S A PARK! 
Just like a beach doesn't need a restaurant or to be a money 
making concern...it just needs to be a place of natural beauty for 
the generations to come to enjoy! 

priority 

I am concerned about the rising sea level and I think that there 
should be no changes to the level of Laman street or no new 
buildings built in an area that is too low and therefore subject to 
tidal water,  I suggest the Library and Art Gallery should go up to 
have more floors if there is a need for more covered space. 

priority 

I am happy with the existing layout. I believe that the existing 
furniture and pathways require upgrading/renewing but am happy 
with the layout. I think the visual pollution that will be caused by 
numerous signs directing both vehicles and pedestrians should 
result in the closure of Laman Street to traffic between Dawson 
Street and Darby Street. Your Traffic Department (and fear of 
litigation) always results in a miriad of signs and an ugly 
streetscape! 

priority 

I believe that no change is really necessary.  It is a pleasant area 
as it is an I see no point in rearranging and developing the area 
just for the sake of doing so. 
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priority 

I cannot really see much sense in what council is doing especially 
when it is so awkward to park taking the family with young ones is 
quite difficult when one has to park so far away David Jones is 
now closing there goes the only real parking where one can go & 
enjoy their time in the mall & park council needs to wake up to 
revitalise the inner city 
 
get rid of the parking meters this allows people to drive with the 
family & enjoy our great city the council is killing the city if you 
want to spend money create more free parking then people will 
come enjoy the beaches the parks & spend money in the city 

priority 

I grew up in Newcastle and lived nearby as a child and young 
adult. When I come home to visit family I drive past;the way I 
remember it is as a green and pleasant, unpretentious park. I 
don't think it needs much work. Leave it as it is and look after the 
trees and memorials as they are now. 

priority 

I haven't been to Laman Street for a while, and as such haven't 
checked out the current state of the fig trees, but they should be 
retained. I am sick of my lifestyle being curtailed by the outcome 
of some overly conservative risk analysis.  
 
I understand this was the agreed outcome of a previous VOICE 
questionaire, but it was ignored. Please do not ask us to 
complete these surveys if you are not going to take notice of 
the results. 

priority 

I like both as they are. I think neither Laman St nor Civic Park are 
in need of a great deal spent on them. The city has far more 
important things to spend money on than this area. eg City Hall. 
 
A tidy up of the park with possibly some extra planting and 
fueniture, and reopening of Laman St to traffic and parking would 
probably be all that needs to be spent on this area. The whole 
process has been a waste of money and staff time. 

priority I like it as it is and don't want more debt. 
priority I like it basically the way it now exists 

priority 

i like the trees but understand that trees die.  if the "succession 
planning" for replacement figs is undertaken then all the fuss over 
the stupid fig issue can be avoided in future.  STOP WASTING 
MONEY (i.e. rates) DOING ALL THESE "STUDIES" AND 
MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS AND NOT FOLLOWING 
THROUGH. if the trees need to be chopped, chop them and stop 
succumbing to the noisy self interest groups. make a 
recommendation, follow through, and move on. 
 
And make sure the future plans are created in such a way as to 
avoid future instances of the rubbish we saw in 2010.  the wasted 
money could be spend far better either elsewhere or within Laman 
St/ Civic Park to get this new plan rolling.  It doesn't need to be 
this difficult. 

priority 

I love the park, the gardeners do a wonderful job with the park and 
I and my family enjoy the lovely flower beds and the fountain.  It 
would be nice to include the wonderful church and outbuildings as 
part of the park area, but the church would need to be protected, I 
would never go into the park during the night as I have been 
acosted in the park during the day.  The toilets really need to be 
replaced or refurbished or moved to a more suitable location 
where people will feel safe using them, I don't think people feel 
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safe using them now and it shows with the amount of people that 
use the toilets inside the CAC and City Hall. 
 
I think linking Civic Park with the art gallery and library would 
create a wonderful area, and I would hope that the Council is not 
going to waste hundreds of thousands of dollars on this like they 
did on the Laman Street trees, only to give in to the vocal minority 
YET AGAIN.  I resent the amount of money spent on studies, 
plans, exhibitions, proposals etc only for the Council to turn 
around and give in to the vocal minorities in this town, the they 
have to spend more money to go with the new proposal. 
 
I think some lovely new seating, meandering paths and other 
patches of bright flower gardens with some sculptures would be 
really lovely.  The Council does do a good job and I think its about 
time that some positive praise was given instead of always 
negative comments. 

priority 
I personally like Civic Park as it is. A general tidy up with more 
seating and better toilets. I say if it aint broke why fix it? 

priority 

I really don't care whether there are fig trees but there needs to be 
trees in the street.  Library should be refurbished and gallery 
extended with proposed new extension with cafe and shops. 

priority 

I see little reason to integrate and incorporate St. Andrew's into 
Civic Park - it would be my desire to see the church further fenced 
off and, eventually, have the site removed entirely to be replaced 
with a modest science and technology museum. 

priority 

I think the shade trees are vital to Laman Street and are a 
wonderful attraction for the street. 
 
The plan to extend the library is an great idea but I cannot see 
how this could happen if the trees are to remain. 
 
For me it is apparent that the sudden claim that the trees are a 
danger is aploy to remove them to allow the building across 
Laman Street of the library and Art gallery. 
 
This should not be at the expense of these wonderful mature 
trees. 

priority 

It works now, get rid of the wire fences, remove new paid parking 
in Darby St adjacent to gallery. The real issue is Council cannot 
afford such grandiose proposals. Some of this is to abet the 
hidden agenda re the gallery 

priority 

It's not bad as it is but in principle needs to evolve, not necessarily 
in one go (but avoid everlasting works).  
 
Some of the ideas are interesting and exciting though possibly 
expensive (e.g., extending the library under Lehman St), so I think 
there needs to be a discussion about how best to spend the 
money so as to achieve optimum benefits.  
 
Making the place more 'user-friendly' by simple means such as 
better seating is important (other things may help such as having 
internet wireless access so working people and students can 
spend more time outdoors). Attract more wedding parties by all 
means but don't let it become a commercial 'freebie' or allow 
companies to become a nuisance (as they sometimes are in 
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Lehman St).  
 
Some people called for more cultural activities etc but I don't think 
that should be its main function - Wheeler Place could be 
improved for those. Having a forum on the King St/Darby St 
corner is silly - far too noisy to hear what people are saying and 
would be a safety hazzard if many people turned up (also better in 
Wheeler Place). 
 
Two matters that haven't been mentioned: 
 
1. The pedestrian crossing to the Town Hall area is a pain for 
traffic when there is anything going on in the park, and I think 
some redesign is necessary (e.g., temporary light controls, better 
barriers to funnel pedestrians).  
 
2. Christie Place needs to be redesigned and brought into the 
overall planning. At present it's a waste of space and doesn't 
make much of an aesthetic contribution, except perhaps for 
people in overlooking offices. 
 
Compliments to those who put together the documents - I wasn't 
able to attend last March/April but it seems to have been a very 
useful exercise. 

priority 
I've never been there for a few months so I coudn't tell if there 
were changes, I trust the opinion of the majority 

priority keep the lord mayor away from any planning decisions 

priority 
Laman street and the civic precent are just fine the way they are 
at present 

priority 

Laman Street has a really attractive shady haven aspect to it.  
Overall it is attractive and facilitates the calming effect stretching 
to and from the art gallery and library and onwards into civic park. 
 
Laman street could also be closed to traffic either permanetly or at 
sepcetd times during the day. 

priority 

Laman Street is magnificent. The most impressive Australia Day 
celebration I attended was held under the fabulous green canopy. 
It was almost a religious experience. The various defence force 
memorials now have substantial tradition attached to their location 
and form. Any changes to them should only be contemplated after 
considerable consultation with the relevant service organisations. 

priority 

leave it well alone other than work on wheelchair acesablity and 
internal improvements to toilets. There are more urgent things for 
council to fix right across the city that there is no money for. There 
are street lights out for over 3 years, roads with potholes in for 
long periods of time there are streets blocked off and not repaired 
for years at a time. get the rest of the place up to speed before 
waisting heaps on titavating the park it is mostly serviceable with 
small maintaince it will be ok. 

priority 
Leave the Fig trees, the fountain and park work for me and I think 
there are better ways to spend our money than this. 

priority Leave well enough alone. 
priority Not anywhere there 
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priority 

Nothing comes to mind. 
 
The proposed plan looks great. About time we had a change! 

priority 

Number of shady trees kept and improved existing furniture 
St Andrews should maintain their own park 
NCC is CASH STRAPPED 
 
NCC should manage the cost carefully and provide TLC without 
beginning again. 
Cost is the question and the latest design on display did not 
impress the general community a shade is a priority 

priority only needs a spruce up 

priority 

The area as it is now needs only cosmetic upgrading and regular 
maintanence. 
 
There appears to be little wrong with it except the toilets that need 
urgent upgrading. 
 
There are more urgent areas and projects that need attending 
before spending limited resources on such a passive recreation 
area. 
 
The area is not broken so don't try and fix it. 
 
The probelm with things at the moment is there appears to be too 
many emotive issues within the City that the do gooders are 
promoting over the basic improvement of services for the whole 
city. 
 
Further Council should be working to improve the Streetscape of 
Hunter and King St  by firstly improving its own properties that are 
currently laying in ruins or near ruins. 
 
You just have to look at the Cnr Aukland and Hunter Street and to 
Wheeler Place. 
 
Fix this and there will be an immediate improvement in the 
Precinct. 

priority 

The area is open but shaded, the trees should be maintained. I 
couldn't justify large expenditure of money to change something 
that isn't broken. 
 
I think that if you are going to seek community input then ncc 
should listen to it, not just tick a box. 

priority 
The space is great as it is. Council funds should be used for other 
priorities - like rejuvenating the Hunter St and the Mall. 

priority 

The trees must be protected and looked after. 
 
Council should employ more outdoor staff on landscaping and 
looking after the environment and reduce the number of staff 
pushing paper to and fro wasting the ratepayers money. 
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priority 

The way it was before the intrusion of the council and council 
officer into the debate on the trees with limited attention to the 
views of the public. Ensure the preservation and retention as it 
currently stands with upgrades and refurbishments of the current 
areas and the opening of the links with St Andrews/. 

priority 

there has been so much talk for so many years i wonder if any 
action will ever take place so i guess i am used to how the park is 
right now because that is how it has been for 30 years or so 
 
so what do i like about it - its always the same 

priority 

This precinct doesn't need heaps of money spent on it.  It needs 
cleaning up and planting.  The park is a great sitting park in the 
middle of bustle and should be kept that way. 
 
The park should encourage more events like Art Bazaar. 
 
The Art Gallery and Library should be extended to the South not 
the North. 
 
Laman Street should be restored to its previous uses of five years 
ago.  It was an attractive convenient and shady place.  It has been 
messed up by this current Council and the current Councillors. 

priority 

To be honest I do not see that much needs to be changed at all. 
As previously stated the Laman St figs sre the soul of the precinct 
and the Council resolution of December 14 2010 must be brought 
to bear in any and all considerations of future design for the 
precinct. 
 
Laman St should be made a pedestrian and cycle way, closed to 
vehicular traffic. Any extension of the Art Gallery or Library space 
into Laman St must be done with an awareness of and deference 
to the figs. Any terracing of Laman St into the park similarly must 
wnhance the figs and the memorial fountain. 
 
I do not support relocating the war memorials but I do support 
their location being improved and their being made a rightfully 
important feature of Civic Park. I do not support the 'formalisation" 
of open spaces in the park. What does that even mean? The park 
is a wonderful space already, it just needs many more trees and 
some play equipment. 
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priority 

trees, particularly the figs, are integral to the parks ambience 
 
council needs to be more effective, and serious, about the way it 
treats natural assets such as trees 
 
trees have a finite life span which has to be accepted and a 
replacement program needs to be formulated 
 
the overall connectivity between the harbour and the suburbs 
 
the immediate connectivity between the civic (city hall) and the 
cultural (the art galleries, the library, the coffee!) 
the various 'rooms' of the park - for sitting, reminiscing, lying, 
expressing a view, etc 
the fountain - providing cool movement, an anchor to the park, a 
focus 
the flower beds (not my cup of tea - a bit old fashioned - but a 
favourite with many) 
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subject comments 

access 

- A larger library that has more facilities such as a cafe and larger study area 
would be fantastic.  
 
- There really needs to be better wheel (PRAM) access between Laman St and 
King St, it is a lengthy detour to go around the park and the St Andrews side 

access 

*More money for public artworks. The more we pay, the better quality they are. 
 
*More bike racks - encourages people to ride into town. 

access 

1. Remove dangerous trees in Laman Street. 
 
2. Remove barrier fencing  
 
3. Return Laman Street to 2 way traffic. 
 
4. Restore parking bays to northern and southern kerbs of Laman Street 

access 

Access is critical, particularly for wheelchairs and prams/strollers. 
 
I regularly use the precinct with a pram and find the level change from Laman 
Street to the Park wholly inadequate. 

access 
Access to Laman Street for pedestrian and cyclists only - no requirement for 
vehicular traffic thoroughfare. 

access 

Additional / drop off special event Parking  zone > on the corner of King/Darby  
to allow for special events / like formal hire cars / wedding parties to be able to 
park and walk in the park for photos etc without the fear of parking 
infringements >Maybe can be admisistered by council with special permits 
issued to the day of the event fpr a small fee and time allocation  > so  people 
don't park there . 

access 

Additional parking is necessary. Should have a minimum 3 story addition to 
parking behind library, before any changes. 
 
Should obtain comments from people living along Glover Lane, as to the 
advisability of introducing bicycle traffic feeding into Civic Park. Adding bicycles 
to the Civic Park mix would be dangerous. 
 
Have any thoughts been given to protecting the park from vandals? 

access 

Al fresco dining outside gallery and library.  
 
A fenced off children's playground in the corner of Hunter and Darby Streets 
(with shade). 
 
Bike rental station to complement other bike  stations in Honeysuckle, 
Foreshore, Darby St, Newcastle Baths along with a cycle/ pedestrian circuit 
connecting these places so families/ visitors to the city can ride/ walk safely 
around CBD area whilst taking in some sights. Magnificent city to lead a healthy 
lifestyle in. 

access 

All parks need to have increased tree canopy for shade - the Laman & Civic 
parks are far too small for any real public use - there is no parking, therefore it is 
only the inner 'city' workers who can utilise it ! 
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access 

Although the precinct is small there appears to be an 'overdesign' which 
appears to indicate a very formal, controlled space without any appearance of 
natural park space you experience in parks in other major cities, eg the park 
area associated with Mrs Macquaries Chair in Sydney 

access 
angle parking, angle parking, angle parking.  plenty of disabled ramps and 
walkways where needed 

access better after hours lighting 
access better foot paths and wheelchair acess 
access Better parking on Laman St, better access to library for disabled 
access Better pram access between the fountain in civic park and the library please!!!!! 
access Better traffic access and parking 

access 

better wheelchair access 
 
toilets 
 
recycling is no where - this needs sorting 

access 

Bike acces to area joined to existing and future bike ways should be 
investigated and enhanced. Shaded walk path and extra seating in shaded 
areas. 

access 

Can't imagine i would ever use an underpass - safety risk. Get pushbikes off the 
road. Improve parking as that is the main reason I don't often go in town and 
public transport is just not private or convenient enough. leave the figs and 
other trees alone. 

access 
Confirming what I have just said about traffic flow in and out of the city during 
peak hours not being further disadvantaged by the development 

access 

Connect library and art gallery and Civic Park to the Honeysuckle waterfront via 
green space/pedestrian/cycle ways along Wheeler Place and Christie Place, 
over rail tracks then to waterfront.   
 
Excellent idea to extend library under Laman Street to Civic park level.  This 
allows easy access to the library from the park and creates opportunities for 
cafes, seating areas, even performance space if designed properly.   
 
Include outdoor display areas for artworks, sculpture garden, etc to augment the 
indoor displays in the art gallery.  Consider extending the art gallery under 
Laman St as well to open the art gallery into the park. 
 
Include perimeter path for bicycles, walking, etc.  Part of this could be achieved 
by closing Laman St to traffic, allow bikes/walking only. 

access 
could be kept as accessible. Does need a few changes and the rail corridor 
opening would help. 
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access 

Darby Street currently forms a formidable  pedestrian/cycle barrier on the 
eastern edge of Civic Park. 
 
This inhibits ready access to the attractive area formed by the small park 
incorporating the steps to Church Street, and the newly refurbished footpath on 
the southern side of King Street leading to the cinema and boutique shopping 
area. 
 
A marked pedestrian crossing of Darby Street somewhere near the public toilets 
could overcome this problem without unduly intefering with vehicular traffic flow.
 
This develops two very attractive walking path between Civic Park and Fletcher 
Park,  Newcastle Beach and the emerging leisure area around Pacific Street; 
using either Church Street, or King Street/Mall. 

access 
Definitely agree with the path from cnr Darby and Laman  to City Hall crossing.   
A lot of people walk across there. 

access 

Do more to bring children into the open space - play equipment? 
 
Need to really integrate the library, gallery and park. 
 
Pedestrians should dominate the transport planning. 
 
Protest/public gatherings/music are an important part of the park use and 
history. 
 
Need to bring more nighttime activity into the park to make it safer. 

access 

dont even think about an underground car park. that would destroy the existing 
park's vegetative health and destroy a long history of big old trees. The design 
does need to be slightly altered to make it safer at night and the toilets are 
pretty un welcoming at the moment, but not much else needs doing. It is great 
as is. 
 
If the NCC has excess money and they are itching to spend it on 
redevelopment, maybe they should be sending it up to flood stricken 
queensland and sponsoring the refurbishment of public areas up there, with a 
plaque " donated by NCC in 2011, helping to rebuild ****" 

access 

The park needs to be made safer at night, especially the public toilets. It is a 
pathway from town hall etc to Darby Street, many people use it and it does not 
feel safe. More lighting maybe. 

access 

The pedestrian crossing at King St from Civic Park towards Town Hall / Civic 
Theatre scares me.  Some consideration really needs to be put into evaluating 
whether a pedestrian crossing is still best practice here, or whether there is a 
case for pedestrian traffic lights (or other solution).  When events are on, 
everybody straggles across like brown's cows, causing traffic to back up and 
drivers become impatient.  It scares me the most when a child focused event is 
on - there can be hundreds of young children arriving / leaving from the theatre 
with their parents - and unfortunately some parents aren't really as aware of 
their surroundings as they should be. 

access 

The Sculpture Garden should ultimately be extended into Wheeler Place by 
having sculptures around the outside of the Place. 
 
Consideration should also be given to where the present pedestrian crossing of 
King St from Civic park to between the City Hall and the Administration Building 
would be better located as an extension of the pathways from the fountain and 
Laman Street i.e. about half way between the crossings at Aukland St and 
Darby St. 
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access Effective security lighting 

access 

get rid of the figs and create better footpaths and access. 
 
It is a nightmare/hell for my wheelchair. 

access have a carpark entrance to Dawson St at back of library 
access Improve pedestrian and bicycle accessibility 
access Inclusion of security lighting and cameras 

access 

Integrate  existing trees into the plan Proposed connection pathways look 
positive But: 
 
Stroller (and disabled) access to Laman street from the park is vital. How is it to 
be managed near St Andrews? 

access 
It would be good to have the footpath immediately in front of the cultural centre 
fixed. It is in a bad state. 

access 

It's hard to comment on a draft design, it all looks lovely and I support it in 
principle as it is long overdue for a refurbishment. As long as the traffic flow is 
good (opening Queen St is good), access to the gallery and library are 
improved for the elderly and disabled with car parking considerations I don't 
have a problem with any of it. 

access make it a safe, user-friendly place that is alive with people and events. 
access make it more wheelchair/disabled friendly 
access Maybe more lighting 
access more access for aged and invalid people 

access 
More child play areas integrated in the park. Better lighting for the park for night 
safety. 

access More parking 
access more pedestrian /bike ways 
access More security lighting 

access 

Need a strong focus on 24 hour security to ensure that antisocial behaviour is 
prevented and that the congregation of those people engaging in drug use and 
other deviate behavoiur are removed from the area. 

access 

Need better pram and disabled access between Civic park and Lamen St. Also, 
no pedestrian crossing at the traffic lights across Darby St (once King St has 
been crossed) make it very pedestrian-unfriendly. Also, there is a lack of shade 
for pedestrians along the far end of Darby St adjacent to the park. Poor 
footpaths across the park for prams. No ramp access to Lamen St from the 
pedestrian zebra crossing over King st to the library make it very difficult for 
families to visit the library (without a significant diversion to the footpath up 
Darby or Auckland Sts). 

access 
Need more parking when there are concerts at night in the Civic or Town Hall. 
Women don't feel safe walking on their own or in small grps. 

access 
No facility is of any value if people can't get to it. More parking is badly needed 
and the rail line is to be kept in use. 

access 

Open King St up to traffic by taking a lane off the park. From Union st to Darby 
is a bottle neck. 6 lanes into two?? Time for some traffic control, as we live on a 
peninsula traffic flow is paramount. Cut the fig trees to make room. and get 
trees out of roads as they restrict flow in special events, as New year, Australia 
day, and any weekend when people love to drive around our wonderful beaches 
on Sunday. 
 
Honeysuckle is a clog mire. get trees out of the road so vehicles can move. One 
lane is ridiculous in such a confined area. 

access P A R K I N G 
access parking is an issue 
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access 

Pedestrian access from King St seriously needs to be considered. Firstly, as it 
stands now in the short term I believe more lighting for the pathways needs to 
be provided at night, and in particular better lighting needs to be installed in and 
around the crossing at King St. It is extremely dangerous due to the fact it is 
difficult to see pedestrians using the crossing at night. 
 
In the long term I believe either an overpass or underpass for King St needs to 
be considered. It is not unusual for extreme traffic conjestion in the area at the 
times that major events are on at either City hall or in the park itself. Apart from 
the overall inconvenience of it all, I believe the current situation also increases 
the risk to pedestrians and persons using the area in general. 

access 

Pedestrians are hard to see from behind the trees. As there is little traffic on the 
road, get rid of the crossing and make the pedestrians wait for five seconds for 
the car to pass, which is easier than trying to get a vehicle to slam on it's brakes 
because someone jumps onto a crossing from behind a tree. 

access 

please make it as easy as possible to walk between areas of interest in 
newcastel, including if you have prams - I don't any more but Sydney is a 
nightmare if you do,you have to find alternate walking routes everywhere you 
go. 

access Provide adequate Security Cameras. 
access See previous page in reference to the pedestrian crossing and Christie Place. 
access Spend some money on footpaths and gutters. 

access 

The area needs to be a living space in which every one can feel, ownership, & 
also feel safe. I regularly walk through the area & as a regular user I notice 
some activities that are of concern. In the early AM I have often seen men 
lingering in a way that subjects that they are engaged in drug dealing. I have a 
work background in mental health & have some insights into drug addiction. 
After dark & in the early AM this is not a good place to be .Could I sagest that 
safe toilet facilities should be a major infrastructure need. You can’t encourage 
families to use the facilities within the CBD & not provide adequate toilets that 
are safe for all ages to use .These could be incorporated into the Council 
buildings & /or the art gallery area & have security personnel man the facilities. 

access 

"The circular look of perimeter trees and big open spaces appears hot and more 
applicable to playing fields than to welcoming, shady (lots of trees throughout 
the park)sitting and picnic areas. I think that one cafe (at the Art Gallery rather 
than the Library)is enough at the moment for this area. Going underground with 
the library sounds wonderful but I wonder at the cost. 
 
An enlarged, multi-storey Queen St Car Park is a great idea and would be 
complimented by the opening of Queen St from Dawson St to Darby Street. 
With this street opening,Laman Street loses its importance as a vehicular traffic 
street and could become purely pedestrian which would enhance the 
connectivity between the Cultural Centres of the Library and Art Gallery and the 
City Hall" 

access 
there should be more pedestrian and zebra crossings in the area to facilitate the 
needs of those using the city's public features 

access 
To make sure there is plenty of parking for the disabled and aged for easy 
access to Gallery and Library. 
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access 

traffic flow around park is important as this is a key access point to CBD  
 
the darby st /king st intersection does not work efficiently and a left turn lane 
(making 3 lanes) proceeding north on darby would greatly assist - by taking the 
ntheast corner of park. this area is the least used part of the park 
 
also the pedestrian crossing from city hall should have traffic lights to improve 
traffic flow along king st 

access 

Walking and cycling are wonderful ways to get around, but many of the visitors 
to the civic centre are elderly, with little ability to walk.  The walk around the 
exhibition can often be taxing, let alone getting there. 
 
So frequent, reliable public tansport that comes right up to the attractions is a 
must. 
 
Likewise, plenty of seating. 

access 
why not close the block between Darby & Dawson to traffic, dig up the bitumen 
and extend the aprk/ 

access 

would like to see railway underpass opened up next to church and 
walkway/cycleway extended into the park from an updated cycle corridor from 
cooks hill, need 'friendlier' access to the park from the laman street side 

access 
However, at night I do not feel safe to cross the park as the lighting is poor and 
there are many sites where danger can lurk 

access 
I would prefer the section of Laman st to be closed to traffic completely to allow 
safe pedestrian access 

access 

I'd like to see this area, and Newcastle in general, become more cycle and 
pedestrian friendly (including access to the city from the suburbs); and reduce 
the number of cars in the city. 

consultation 
design As I am unable to view the draft I am unable to comment. 

consultation 
design Hard to read. 

consultation 
design Maybe listen to people 

consultation 
design more public consultation 

consultation 
design 

Only in that it's poor form on the Council's part to use a Sydney based firm for 
this design framework when they should be supporting local businesses. 

consultation 
design 

Stop using stupid phrases such as 
Organised open spaces & 
Strong pedestrian connection. 
What STUPID beaurocratic "language" 
No wonder ratepayers have such a low opinion of council staff. 

consultation 
design 

the questions for these surveys are generally not inclusive enough.  
 
For example: If one is to agree that the entry way adjacent to the memorial figs 
area should be extended ; THEN does this imply that a couple of figs might be 
relocated or removed so that this new extension can be built...., OR might it 
mean that the figs would be retained as is.... OR could it also imply that there 
would be more fig trees planted to complete this Laman St project? 
 
Please have a look at the range of implications that could be manipulated from 
answers to questions that were never accurately expressed. 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 122 of 153 
 

consultation 
design 

The various solutions proposed for the Laman St figs engenders NO confidence 
in either the Council's 'expert opinion' nor the activist' 'expert opinions'. 

consultation 
design 

When sending the surveys can you also provide a direct link to what it is we are 
being asked to comment on. i often waste time searching for these plans on 
Council's website. 
 
The plans aren't always easy to find. 

consultation 
design 

Yes, you should have had direct live links to the draft design pages you referred 
to in this survey.  Use the technology at hand.  That aspect of the survey is very 
poorly designed, and makes you look unprofessional and behind the times. 

consultation 
design 

I could not tell.  It was unreasinable eto excpect us to complete the survey and 
unload the PDF.  So I didn't read it....as it tool 4 minutes and still not 
downloaded. 

design At last the lack of shade at the eastern end will be rectified. 

design 

Attention to adequate and decorate lighting should be addressed. 
 
The park should be allowed to flow freely from the Art Gallery to King St. 
 
Laman St and the park should be intergrated as one. 

design 
Avoid changes being too formal and/or "geometrical" - aim to preserve "natural" 
appearance 

design Be mindful of overdevelopment. 

design 

Connect library and art gallery and Civic Park to the Honeysuckle waterfront via 
green space/pedestrian/cycle ways along Wheeler Place and Christie Place, 
over rail tracks then to waterfront.   
 
 
Excellent idea to extend library under Laman Street to Civic park level.  This 
allows easy access to the library from the park and creates opportunities for 
cafes, seating areas, even performance space if designed properly.   
 
 
Include outdoor display areas for artworks, sculpture garden, etc to augment the 
indoor displays in the art gallery.  Consider extending the art gallery under 
Laman St as well to open the art gallery into the park. 
 
Include perimeter path for bicycles, walking, etc.  Part of this could be achieved 
by closing Laman St to traffic, allow bikes/walking only. 

design 
consolidate existing war memorials and make provision for new memorials 
without taking further space from the park 

design 

Do not like the proposed bowling green character which is too formal. 
 
Why refer to existing toilets(PLURAL) when the male one has been closed for 
many years? 
 
Close Laman St to traffic. 
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design 

DO NOT REMOVE THE LAMAN STREET FIGS!! 
 
 
DO NOT MOVE ANY OF THE MEMORIALS. 
 
Create garden beds under the Laman Street Hills Figs to allow for their aerial 
roots to develop and increase the beauty of the street and increase their health 
and vitality.  
 
 
 
Civic park and laman street do not need a make over to this extent. This money 
should be used to revitialise Hunter and King Street. 
 
 
 
Take down the fences in Laman street as a matter of priority! 

design Don't make it too "modern" 

design 

Dont remove the large established trees to plant palms they dont provide 
adequte shade, they go shabby, drop fronds or branches and they are not 
appropriate for this area or space.  I'm a bit concerned that this design is too 
open and modern, are that we loosing valuable shade and the hertiage feel of 
our park? 

design 
A cafe in the St Andrews corner would be good if it mostly uses space now 
fenced off. 

design 

Ensure adequate lighting in all areas of the park. 
 
Ensure ease of pedesrian access 
 
Modernise toilet facilities 

design entertainment spaces are a good idea. 

design 
Erect attracive fences where temporary fences are now positioned. Chk Sydney 
Domain. 

design 
Extend the Art Gallery into the car park near Darby street with a under ground 
car park 

design 

Families don't utilise this precinct as they should because of the poor car 
parking facilities and costs. I note with interest that there only one mention of 
additional car parking,which will do little to alleviate the existing problem. Please 
give thought to providing additional cost affordable parking. The concept is 
great but if you adopt the "if we build it they will come" attitude, you won't get 
the attendance due to the lack of parking. 

design 

Fewer places that are attractive to people who make the park feel unsafe, 
especially redesigned toilets.  If the church is to become part of the park it 
would be great but would it then become another place you'd have to worry 
about who was around there when children are playing? 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 124 of 153 
 

design 

Garbage bins - these are ugly; they need to be hidden with beautiful screens 
 
Caravan and surrounding litter, weeds, containers and fencing at corner of 
Laman and Darby St look like a gypsy camp opposite the Art Gallery and at one 
of the city's busy streets 
 
Public toilet - we need a modern, self-cleaning, safe toilet 
 
Poplars in the park are nearing the end of their life. 
 
The park needs many more trees. Probably on the Darby Street side.Large 
trees that provide shade and that are preferably native. Please no magnolias or 
pear trees or poplars. 
 
Please do not put a large cement/paved area in as has been discussed in the 
last two Civic Park plans.The park is already hot enough; it increases urban run-
off, adds to the heat island effect and needs maintenance.Grass may need 
mowing but at least it's calming. 
 
Hedges need to be replaced with something low and beautiful, preferably native 
to supply food for native fauna This would improve sightlines so that the park 
can be seen from Laman Street and the Town Hall can be appreciated form the 
library and gallery.It would also make the park feel safer. 
 
Area to the east of the fountain would make a perfect place for a 
beautiful,creative play area for children. This should obviously not be that 
dreadful Ausplay rubbish. There's a beautiful Alice in Wonderland sculpture in 
Central Park in New York that children climb all over; there are some beautiful 
parks in Queensland and Victoria we could study if we need ideas. Aren't there 
some sculptors in Newcastle who could come up with a combination public art 
installation/play area? 
 
Make Laman Street part of the park, take up the bitumen, in spite of the 
ridiculous advice that the bitumen is holding up the trees - presumably thought 
up by the former arborist in desperation - put in a compressed earth walkway 
instead of bitumen, closing Laman street to traffic except for funeral vehicles. 
 
By all means extend Laman St into the park and provide more space for further 
tree planting - indeed this could solve the problem of succession planting for the 
current trees, giving us a fifty year headstart on the replacement trees; but this 
must not be an excuse to get rid of the current trees. 
 
Don't extend the library space into Laman Street as this woudl probably require 
removing the figs and would destroy the look of the Cultural Centre. 
 
Any extension should be behind the library. 
 
Open Queen Street to traffic. 
 
A sculpture garden woudl be lovely but built around the existing trees. 
 
Several times in the last ten years the proposal has been to remove the 
Memorial Grove. It is not council's to move. It was made by colleagues and 
relatives of war dead and service personnel. it's disrespectful to move it.The 
pool and waterfall in there may need renovating tastefully. Perhaps this could 
be part of our Anzac Centenary Memorial. 
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design 
Generally supportive of teh design framework, particularly traffic restrictions in 
Laman ST. Greater intergration of the Laman st. cultural centre 

design Go back to the drawing board! 

design 

Having a green area like this in the city is great. An integrated precinct linking 
the art gallery, library, that is- the contemporary nature of modern art - with the 
majestic sandstone heritage buildings on king street would be great. 

design 

I actually think moving Council offices out of their present location and perhaps 
down to the west end of Newcastle would create more space for cultural and 
educational activities, more parking and better use of the site. The combined 
area of the old museum, the store and S&W miller building would provide ample 
space for council offices and parking without 'clogging up' the Civic area. 

design 

I agree whole heartedly with the up-grade of the library to be connected to the 
lower areas of the park by opening a lower level; to include a cafe, etc. There 
must also be a wide variety of disabled accessibility into the park, and between 
its different levels. 

design 

I am confused about the rail underpass, it isn't noted in the framework, only in 
the survey. To what does this refer in the context of opening up to 
pedestrian/cycles? 
 
 
 
The mature eucalypts and poplars have run their course and something more 
apprpriate is needed.  
 
 
 
How does civic and its ceremonial,festival use fit with other parklands in the 
inner city. The main reason for the design of the foreshore park being so open 
is for festivals etc. But what we lack is a large park for relaxing, contemplation 
and lots of shade. Civic park at the currently allows for this but could be better. 
If it is to be renovated into a ceremonial formal park where do we go for shade 
and contemplation? 

design 
I am inspired by the councils draft design framework, it will be of enourmous 
benefit, both practically and aesthetically, to my young family. Thank you. 

design 

I am more familiar with the eastern side of the park - overrall it is a bit bare and 
uninviting - when you walk past, even when it is green and looking quite nice, it 
still does not make you want to walk into it - the most attractive parts of the park 
can't really be seen, or they are too far away, from darby st, so there is nothing 
to draw you in 

design 
I believe in the principle that less is more particularly if the design framework is 
good and uncluttered. 
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design 

I believe much of it to be unnecessary. as the precinct is very attractive ss it is.  
 
The Park would benefit from tidying,e.g. more attention to the flower beds and 
the vegetation on the terracing below Laman Street could be trimmed or 
replanted and Memorial Grove is very scruffy and neglected.   
 
Attempts to restore the fountain to its former glory should be continued. 
 
The overall impression of the framework is that we would have a rather barren, 
hot,and uninteresting open space. We already have that in Wheeler Place.  
 
Improvements could inlude tidying Civic Park, provide more trees and seating, 
maybe improve the stair access at each end of Laman Street, close Laman 
Street to through traffic or at least give pedestrians right of way, consider 
improving diaabled access from Laman Street. 

design 

I believe the character of Newcastle's heritage should be maintained along with  
some new and modern designs. I think always Newcastle's history should come 
through in ways of steel sculpture depicting our steel industry, mining and 
shipping industries must be profiled in the park and/or Laman St, this 
artwork/sculpture depicting Newcastle's heritage could be a part of the flavour 
of the precinct somewhat. Maybe Civic Park could become Heritage Park. 

design 

I can not comment on alot for I do not go in the much because it is to hard and 
expensive to park there. 
I only go to the library at night or on Saturday.  It is free parking at night but you 
have to pay on Sat, which is a pain. 
I only walk through the park on my way to the town hall or the civic theater.  
There is never any events there that interest me.  I would go to the park if there 
was something to look at. 

design 

I did not feel the issue of the fig trees had been fully brought up to date with the 
December decision of Council. This is misleading to those of us who are not 
totally informed on the issue. 
 
The issue of the utilities and services underground in an area with many trees 
was not explored. Access/maintenance could be more easily carried out if 
services we set perhaps in a low wall which could double as seating. 
 
Recogition of the past Industrial and Aboriginal uses could be more ingrained in 
the plan. 

design 

I don't like the tendency of civic design frameworks to strip away everything that 
was previously there and start from scratch. What can be maintained should be 
maintained. What worked could and should be kept. European cities are so 
charming exactly because of the layering of many uses and no single monolithic 
design "solution" 

design 

I don't think that the Voice Survey is the best mechanism for consulting on the 
detail of this type of planning.  Workshopping with interested parties is probably 
a better mechanism. 
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design 

I don't want more cemented areas. The park does not need more paved areas. 
 
Remove the cement/bitumen on Laman Street. 
 
Make it no through road for vehicles except funeral cars. 
 
Make a raised walkway around the Figs & into the Art Gallery & plant this area 
extensively. It could be very beautiful. 
 
Plant many more trees, not just on the periphery of the park. 
 
Make them shade trees with large canopies so people can sit under them. 
 
Add more benches.  
 
Put the public art in Civic Park, not outside the Art Gallery. 
 
Pay some attention to the War Memorial. Don't move it ever. 
 
Make the toilets self-cleaning. 
 
Make the bins public art. They are very unattractive. 
 
I am concerned about terracing the park. Will this affect the Fig trees & the 
fountain? 
 
Do something to save the Dragon trees. These are rare. 
 
Don't extend any of the buildings into Laman Street 

design 

I find it impossible to comment on given that the removal of the figs is still 
included. I find it bizarre that you are askign for comment on something that is 
not accurate. 

design 

I like   
 
the beginning of care for existing fig trees in Laman Street making Art Gallery 
and Library more accessible and visible 
 
Opening up of Laman Street to Civic Park 
 
Use of presently unused areas of the park 
 
Consolidation of memorial areas (so as to not be spread all over the park) 
 
Retention of fountain 

design I like it a lot! 

design 

I like the area much as it is and don't want to see any changes that add more 
building/hard landscape into Civic Park. 
 
Changes to allow disabled access to Civic Park should be a priority. 
 
The idea of moving all the war memorial stuff to one area is a good one. Then 
those of us who find such war paraphernalia  distasteful could easily avoid 
them. 
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design 

I like the idea of the library expansion being underground but I am not sure how 
the fountain will be treated in this case and would hope that the architectural 
integrity of the fountain would be kept. I think Civic park would be well served by 
a more structured and formal look. Not really sure about the shared traffic zone 
of Laman street. It may be better to pedestrianise and landscape it to become a 
structured piece within the design. 

design 

I like the idea of the library under the road and windows looking into the park. 
 
Also a more lively /welcomeing frontage on the art gallery such as a cafe 
overlooking the park. 

design 
I like the Park as it is. I like Laman Street as it is. I would just like it looked after. 
I don't want to see too many changes. 

design 

I liked the idea of the Library going underground and coming out at the Civic 
Park level with the Cafe - this looked a good idea. If St Andrews Church area is 
opened up to Civic Park would this become run down by vandals and then 
become ugly.  Like idea of getting rid of the gardeners shed but then this would 
need to be incorporated somewhere else for ease of gardeners to work. 

design 

I love it! Civic Park is a great asset as it is, but it could really be a public space 
with some 'va-voom' eye catching  architectural effort as suggested by this draft 
design framework. 
 
My only other comment is that it should include the gardens in front of City Hall 
in the plan - might as well make it all inclusive. This would make the whole area 
even more special. 

design I love the idea of incorporating the church into the community space. 

design 

I love the park and use the park and the library on a constant basis. Happy to 
see improvements but a park needs trees and the tress should have priority in 
any plan. Incorporating the art gallery and the library as an extension of the park 
is a great idea and making Laman street with a pedestrian priority is a great 
idea. 

design 

I really don't like the uniformity of the new plans at all. There seems to be a lot 
of cement - apart from being particularly unattractive it is an unnecessary 
addition to urban run-off .  All in all really sterile looking. 

design I really haven't looked at it in depth. 

design 

I really like the idea of incorporating the gallery and library into the whole design 
and think that really the need for Laman Street as a road there is probably not 
necessary. 

design 
I refer to my previous comments and note that I'll be lodging a formal 
submission as part of the consultation process. 

design 

I saw a story on NBN news a while back that said civic park used to be a 
carpark and that the whole CBD needs more parking so using the underground 
space there could be done. I would like to know what has been decided in 
regards to this- I would hate to see the park destroyed. But we still need to find 
areas to park in the CBD or public transport. 

design I support council's decision about Laman St trees 
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design 

I support the removal of the Figs (progressively) to allow redevelopment of 
Laman Street. I find the Figs overpowering, dirty, and disruptive of walking 
ways. I do however like the shade and aethetics they provide. On balance  - 
replace them and allow flexibility for furture planning 
 
 
 
Of the plans I like softening the level change from Laman St to the Park, 
extension of the forecourts across Laman St, below ground library extensions, 
recognition of the old railway corridors 
 
 
 
Night time security in the precinct is a major issue to be addressed 

design 

I think a reinvigoration of this area is important, but don't spend too much 
money on it. The reality is the NCC needs to look after its existing infrastructure 
better and $ are limited. This project could end up a bit like a pet project for 
NCC staff, but will it actually be used by that many ratepayers? 

design 

I think I saw a toilet block at corner of Darby and King Sts. 
 
 
 
Providing an information Centre there with kiosk-cafe that sells cafe food, cold 
drinks, wine and beer for food eaters, would be a very good development. 
Toilets could be constructed with that which will improve public security when 
using toilets.  
 
 
 
The block should be designed to harmonise with the park etc 

design 

I think if Laman Street was closed to all  
 
trafic and made all part of Civic Park. 
 
The area behind the libary a multi story 
 
car park be built(good for people to visit  
 
the Town Hall, Libary ect & night time parking for Darby Street). 

design 

I think it ill advised to consider moving the law courts from Bolton Street to the 
Civis precinct.  This move would  only clutter up the precinct there, when space 
is a major attraction of the area; there is not adequate car parking or space for 
law court there at Civic.  There are so many great buildings vacant in the east 
end that they should be used for such civic purposes as extension of library or 
art gallery - available are Post office, old CBC bank building and others.  New 
law courts should be built in place of Bolton street car park with adequate 
underground car park spaces and the old court house could be 
refurbished/renovated for Commonwealth law courts.  All the lawyers have 
rooms around Bolton Street and need to be close to law courts; so, if new law 
court were built around Civic, they would have to move rooms to be close - and 
so leave many empty old buildings decaying in the east end.  
 
In Sydney, law courts were built in the old Mark Foy building - so preserving a 
lovely old building and providing modern law facilities; why can Newcastle not 
do this too??? 
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design 
i think it looks ok. just dont make it too "open" ie keep the trees and the shade. 
its a beautiful park. 

design 

I think it's important to combine the expansion/re-design of the gallery with the 
re-design of the park and street, rather than going ahead with the park redesign 
without knowing what is going to happen to the gallery. 

design 

I think opening up St Andrews into Civic Park is a very good idea.  I think it 
would be great if they close Laman Street (in front of gallery) off to all traffic.  
Open this area right up and add more park furniture under figs - covering road 
with a new surface. 

design 

I think some deciduous trees should be considered to make the park warmed 
and drier in winter, even along Laman St. 
 
I like the idea of incorporating public facilities (library & cafes) into the hill on 
Laman St so that they do not impose on the public space. 
 
I think the visual avenue between the hall and the library should be a little wider 
(maybe a couple less trees) at the library end to allow the building to be a focal 
point. 
 
I don't think that the interconnection to the harbour/honeysuckle has been 
achieved completely. 
 
I think the size of the building expansion around Darby/Queen/Laman St should 
be limited to complement the surrounding area. Maybe a larger setback could 
achieve this. 
 
I like the proposal overall and am keen to see something happen. 

design 

I think that we need to keep a few things in mind: 
 
1. Preservation of Fig trees 
 
2. Accessability for families (parking) 
 
3. Safety aspects daytime and after dark 
 
4. Keeping our heritage buildings in good condition 

design 
I think the whole concept is overdone with concrete and is not necessary 
considering it is only a small park. 

design 

I thought that one of the reasons Mattara etc was re-located from Civic Park 
was to avoid damage to the grassed areas from many trampling feet, equipment 
etc.Yet this new precinct plan seems to be encouraging more of this. 
 
The plans look terrific, expensive at a time when the city can't afford it, certainly 
a focal point for the city. 
 
Access to Hunter Street would remain an obstacle? No clear pathway? Not sure 
what the diagrams suggest re the buildings west of City Hall..to be revamped or 
demolished? Continued access through to the harbourfront would be even 
better!! 

design 

I want to see more native trees planted for our diminishing wildlife in the city 
areas & I think we need more parking stations around this area as it is a place 
where many people need to park to go to the library, Civic Park, Town Hall etc. 
The state government does not always provide adequate public transport for 
those living outside of the city limits 
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design 

I wish to see the forecourt area of the Library and the Art Gallery integrated into 
Civic Park as a pedestrian plaza.  
 
I want a stronger visual and physical link between the Town Hall and the Park. 

design 
I would like an open plaza outside and gallery and library with library terraced 
into the park. Get rid of fig trees and replant. 

design 
I would like Laman Street to become a shared pedestrian/traffic street with an 
improved pavement. 

design 

I would like the new framework to avoid creating the Laman St section into a 
wide open piazza or terrace. the different spaces and slight rise along the St 
gives it more character. Most specifically I would like the unique ambience of 
Laman st to be retained as the central feature rather than destroying that to 
create an open terrace like you find anywhere in the world. Please retain the 
original features that give character - the low rock walls and the plants that give 
age and character. Please dont remove and replace with plants that are 
fashionable in 2011 or 2010. Use the terraces and pathways that exist and the 
Memorial Grove, as the basis for improvements. Focus on enhancement not 
redesign or trying to work with a blank slate.  
 
This area does need tlc and a sense of vibrancy but use the existing features as 
the basis - please! 

design 

i would like to see native Australian plants planted in civic park, as they would 
complement the Australian focus of the art galleries collection.  
 
When drafting a design framework i think it is essential to give the civic precinct 
a more open, fluid and green feel. Ensuring that this area of Newcastle is an 
iconic, beautiful public space, a sort of calling card, would benefit everyone. for 
example; locals (relaxing, weddings, public events), creating an area of the city 
we can feel proud of and tourism, linking the theatre, gallery, library, darby 
street. 

design 
I would like to see those horrible fig trees removed and replaced with some that 
are more suitable. 

design I would make as few changes as possible - just improve what is there. 

design 

I would not like to see the proposed forum/speakers' area and the prposed 
amphitheatre in the East of Civic Park to be a bland, hot, paved and/or lawn 
area. To me, Sydney's Domain functions well as a meeting place BECAUSE it 
is much more attractive, green and organic than what is proposed. I hope that 
the proposed ampitheatre is not such a barren place as the one opposite 
Nobby's Beach Pavilion which is so open to sun and heat and has no nearby 
trees for shaded seating that it is hardly used in the sun of daytime - in short a 
waste of space ... 



Laman/Civic Precinct Consultation Report February 2011: Appendixes Page 132 of 153 
 

design 

I would prefer that Laman st is not  taken over by the art gallery for a sculpture 
garden. take over somewhere ugly and beautify it, dont take away one of the 
most beautiful areas in town. 
 
I particularly loved the art bazaar when it was held in Laman st under the figs 
(which are not about to fall down) as it was shadier and more beautiful than 
civic park  
 
I think that it is easy to get to the park from laman st usually and will be again 
when the fences are taken down.  
 
people in wheel chairs have easy access from every other side.  
 
Though I do love the idea of opening up the railway pass under laman street. 
 
More shade trees for civic park sound great - there should be some suitable 
natives. Plus more seats would be good - there are at present some missing in 
little alcoves 

design 

Love the idea of reusing the historic tunnel and Glovers Lane as a cycle path! 
Also, the sculpture park is a genius idea. Civic Park already has a distinct 
character as it is, so any changes should be tastefully done, in keeping with the 
existing character. 

design 
The Memorial Grove must be preserved no matter what final design is 
accepted. 

design 
The proposal is horrible. It is currently a beautiful open space - please don't ruin 
it. 

design 

I'm not sure about the St Andrew's access issue/Signalman's cottage issue. 
That is the office for the church. Although I quite like the idea of it being opened 
up, I think there would be security issues. 

design It always looks dry and uninviting - can there be more water features? 
design It is too grandiose and can be better applied elsewhere in the City. 
design It looks good - well done! 

design 
It would be great to incorporate historical photographs, with associated 
explanation, of the city at key points for information and interest. 

design 
It's wonderful to have such community assets within the City and I appreciate 
the opportunity to comment. 

design 

Love the underground library idea. 
 
A playground would certainly help retain library children visitors to make a day 
of it. 
 
Parking that is accessible and cheap is essential. The parking at the back of the 
library would need to be increased massively to get full park utility 

design 
Modernise the park with some above ground Gosford Sandstone groupings. 
Install some modern park furniture. 

design 

More chairs in shady areas throughout the park, instead of them all lining the 
edges e.g. like the Lily of the valley chair. The chairs near the pedestrian 
crossing on King St are very underused. Leave 1 or 2 there and move the 
others into the park further. No one wants to sit near the traffic 
 
Provide BBQ facilities  
I see no need for the church to be incorporated into the park. Isn't church meant 
to be separated from state? 

design NO keep up the good work 
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design 

No the draft is excellent and provides a vision into the posibilitys The City of 
Newcastle could have in the future if people accept that change is necessary for 
safety and for growth of a "City" 

design No, but good luck with it. 
design not make any changes to the existing memorials 

design 

not much attention has been given to creation of in/outdoor atmospheric reading 
areas associated with the library. An area where reading and drinking coffee 
(coffee shop) can happen in quiet with a choice of shade or sunshine is badly 
needed to attract people to this area. 
 
this reading area could be glassed in for winter and to include views over 
garden areas 
any consideration of increased parking? 

design 

Not particularly.  
 
The blending of Laman Street into/with the Civic Precindt a priority and continue 
walking access through to Hunter Street, and to the harbour foreshore.   
 
Thank you. 

design Not satisfactory 

design 

Please do not make a million major changes to this park. Build on what we have 
rather than make radical 'improvements'.  
I note that the suggestions for things like paved or cemented festival or 
ceremonial spaces sound the same as suggestions that were made almost ten 
years ago. The world has changed. We do not need a hotter Civic Park, we 
need trees and grass that cool us down. Groves of native trees would improve 
it. Large trees are better from an environmental point of view as well as frmo an 
amenity point of view. 
If the consultants have their way and we add more open areas with hard 
surfaces they need to be light in colour and pervious. Realistically, though, what 
festivals are needed here? The No 2 Sportsground is being 'developed', the 
foreshore is popular, King Edward Park is available and Wheeler Place in all its 
starkness are all places that can be used for ceremonies. 
When you ask about extending the libraray or Laman Street, it is essential for 
me and everyone I talk to that the trees are preserved so any changes need to 
ensure this. 
A self-cleaning toilet that is impossible for people to stay inside for too long 
would be good. I would like my grandchildren to have a safe public toilet to use.
I would like more tourist information in the park. Free wi-fi would be good there - 
I saw this in a park in Paris and loved it. 
I like the fact that teenagers use the space on weekends and I love that it's 
popular for school formal gatherings and weddings. Given that compliance 
officers booked a number of people at the latter this year, perhaps there needs 
to be some sort of provision for this. 
I would like to see some public art in the park. 
Please do something about the ugly garbage bins both in the park and outside 
the art gallery. 

design 
Please don't stuff up what is there.  Over commercialisation will drive me away 
not attract me. Shade is very important as is the wonderful fountain. 

design 
Please encourage the design fram to make a statement that all who visit will 
etain the image of Newcastle. 

design 

Please ensure there is a performance area, which ever plan is implemented (I 
couldn't see it in the second plan, but I could only access up to p52 - nothing 
downloaded after that) 
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design 
Public signage telling history of area and paths along the alignments of the two 
rail lines that once criss crossed the park. 

design 

re: extensions of art gallery, library, extensions should be drafted towards 
queens street, either over or including car park. extensions towards civic park 
are at the determent of the existing hills figs 

design 

Shade 
 
colour 
 
places to sit 
 
art sculpture  
 
points of interest related to shae and breeze ways 

design shows little imagination.  Start off closing King Street to join City Hall to park 

design 

Some of the suggested designs in the plan are too structured and too hard. 
They look far to planned and incorporate too many hard surfaces and extra 
paths that are not needed. 
 
The park needs to maintain its natural feel of softness and shade and be 
allowed to remain inviting. 
 
I don't think terracing down from Laman St is a good idea although i do support 
additional access if it can be achieved in a softer way.  
 
I don't support losing grass areas to more paths or hard surfaces.  
 
I don't support planting any more palm trees. 
 
I don't really think it matters what the park looks like from the balcony of the City 
Hall. That is a stupid basis for any park design. It should be designed with the 
comfort and atmosphere created for the users - not just as some memorial that  
local politicians can show off from a balcony. 

design 
Something has to change with respect to the barren and inhospitable eastern 
end of Civic park. Anything would be an improvement to what is there now. 

design 
Stage improvements and don't compromise on vision for outcome. Make it an 
outstanding place for people in heart of city. 

design 
take into consideration the potential for the park to be used as a venue for 
events such as shows, bands, and festivals 

design 

The circular look of perimeter trees and big open spaces appears hot and more 
applicable to playing fields than to welcoming, shady (lots of trees throughout 
the park)sitting and picnic areas. I think that one cafe (at the Art Gallery rather 
than the Library)is enough at the moment for this area. Going underground with 
the library sounds wonderful but I wonder at the cost. 
 
An enlarged, multi-storey Queen St Car Park is a great idea and would be 
complimented by the opening of Queen St from Dawson St to Darby Street. 
With this street opening,Laman Street loses its importance as a vehicular traffic 
street and could become purely pedestrian which would enhance the 
connectivity between the Cultural Centres of the Library and Art Gallery and the 
City Hall 
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design 

The corner of Kimng & Darby as open forum space is a great idea, although it 
shouldn't be hard surface completely and should have some shade sails over 
the area. The main Civic Park should be better maintained. Just by putting in 
extra trees on geometrical lines doesn't necessarily make it a great park. 
Flowering murual display beds should be maintained and be a feature of any 
park redesign. Underground library option is okay only if it doesn't affect the 
exiting figs around park & road. 

design 

The design framework states that the improvements would have a particular 
"Australian focus". I would like to specify a "Novocastrian" focus as I feel that 
we need to be proud of our own particular and unique identity within the 
Australian cultural framework. This would be inclusive of all cultures and ethnic 
backgrounds from the original people of the land, the exposure of diverse 
cultures brought about by the shipping industry and the positive impact that 
immigration played in the steel working and coal mining hey-day of Newcastle's 
history. 

design 

The flow of the new design is good, and will hopefully restore some of the 
greeness that was in the park before the storm in 2007. 
 
An addition of a cafe adjoint to the library and regional art gallery is also a very 
good idea. However, the cafe should be focussed on providing lunch in many 
types, also takeaway in order to promote use of the park as a lunch space. 
However, this MUST be accompanied with more garbage bins.  
 
Relocating the memorial site and the public toilets is a very good idea and could 
create a possiblility to design something that will be more aesthetically pleasing, 
useful and safe for the public. 

design 

The forum/public meeting area is of concern to me because it appears that it 
could be bereft of shade provided by tress. A barren, paved forum area would 
be univiting aesthetically and impractical in hot weather.  
 
I would like to see the re-design of the Wheeler Street Plaza that adjoins the 
Civic Theatre and NCC Civic Administration building for similar reasons. That is, 
to include green/treed areas as it is a stark, unshaded, paved area that is 
strongly reminiscent of a prison exercise yard (perhaps this is why people don't 
choose to gather there in the daytime unless they are huddled under cafe 
awnings). It would be great to see some visually and functional cohesive 
integration of this space with that of Civic Park. 

design 

The Framework must incorporate Council resolution of 14 December 2010 in 
relation to the retention of the Laman St Hills figs.  Any design proposals must 
also incorporate a recognition of the importance of the Memorial Grove.  The 
proposed Anzac Memorial Place can not be used as an 'excuse' to remove the 
Hills figs from Laman St. 

design 

The idea of having an Apmphitheatre in Civic Park cannot be justified. We 
currently have Nobby's, King Edward Park ( a natural ampitheatre ) The current 
project at No 2 Sportsground which will be for sport, outdoor concerts, night 
time movies and other festive activities. An ampitheatre in Civic park would be 
overkill!! 
 
I would like the council to take better care of the Memorial Grove as it is a 
sacred, consecrated area, honouring our war dead,who made the supreme 
sacrifice!! 
 
Any more paving in the park would be a travesty , paving is hot and hard, it 
would discourage people from coming to the park!! 
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design 

The King St/Darby St corner should be made to feel more comfortable, with 
more green shade, tables, possibly a rotunda of some sort. This corner is a bit 
of a "dead space" in the park. 

design 

There is a squeeze point near the toilet on the path from Darby St @ Laman St 
to the pedestrian crossing on King St. This path has a lot of walkers & cyclists 
and should be wider all the way along. It is a feeder for the Uni buildings, Civic 
Theatre, Civic Station, city admin etc. 

design 

This is a beautiful part of our city and a place to take visitors to our city. It MUST 
be planned PROPERLY with this feature in mind. It should be a place to feel 
safe to eat your lunch during the day or pass through to visit the Gallery or 
Library AFTER dark. 

design 

This space needs to provide a well-planned and flowing connection between the 
hubs of Darby St, Hunter St and through to Civic (and hopefully honeysuckle 
once train line is removed). This area should become a central focus of the city 
whilst providing safe and pleasant spaces which connect the different areas of 
the inner city. This central connecting hub is vital in Newcastle as it lacks a well-
defined CBD. 

design Too overly designed. 
design Too strile and plastic looking as well as too glorifying of war memorial. 

design 

Try not to be too clever in the design of the park. 
 
 It has evolved to the shape it is now and most people are pretty happy with it 
thats why there was such an outcry over the proposed removal of the figs. 
 
Try to improve it subtly - we don't want the results of some "grand" vision, 

design 
Unfencing St Andrews will make create a security risk for the property and add 
to maintenance costs associated with rubbish reoval, graffiti etc. 

design 

walkways THRU PARK must not be made so wide and extensive that they 
create HOT PAVED AREAS WICH ABSORB HEAT. 
 
idea of paved forum at east end corner is bad bad idea. it will be hot, dusty, 
noisy from traffic at the intersection. this area must look and feel more 
welcoming and green and cool. Maybe info hut, lots of shade tress a water 
fountain, seats for business people to have own lunches on. 
 
Other activities, such as forums and displays, music, etc can take place deeper 
into the park. 
 
Why has no change been suggested for Aukland St which is an eyesore. Use 
Aukland road beside the Conservatoriumfor as a plaza. a paved and open area 
suitable for performances , supply it with power, street lighting and shade tress. 
A PLAZA connecting Con to St Andrews and the Park, upon which markets, 
meetings, ceremonies, music and other performances can be done. Wide 
graded terraces down to lower part of Aukland St. Ped access only. Cars re-
routed into Gibson St and thence to King st Aukland St intersection. That would 
REALLY integrate the whole Cultural area. 

design 

Whatever new configuration is settled on the Newcastle Baptist tabernacle must 
retain its front entry and side disability entry adjacent to library. Hearses need to 
have access at all times to the disability ramp or include a lift to be installed in 
the building itself at nccs cost so as funerals can be conducted whatever the 
weather. 
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design 

Will Council prepare new/amend existing  Plan of Management for Civic Park to 
guide the implementation of the draft design framework and masterplan? All of 
the conceptual ideas flowing from these processes/consultations are helpful, but 
Council needs to adhere to the requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 
by preparing and updating Plans of Management for these high profile 
locations. To date, the same requirement has been overlooked for both 
Blackbutt and the Coastal Revitalisation projects. 

design Would like to see the library extended and brought up to date. 

design 

Would there be any possibility of combining a branch of the university library for 
the proposed campus at honeysuckle into the extension of the Laman Street?  
This may help fund extensions and ensure the library has the trafic it needs to 
become vibrant and dynamic. 

design 

yes. don't gentify, yuppie it. keep the ambience or you'll end up with something 
sterile instead of something beautiful and elegant and peaceful. No doubt 
branches come down at timesbut frankly I believe there is far more chance of 
being hit by a car (or by a drunken loon!) W walked along laman street when its 
been blowing a gale and while lots of debris is flying about and branches from 
other trees in newcastle breaking off, I have felt quite safe walking under the 
figs. To destroy them would be to disfugure this city and take away from its 
character and history. 

design 
It is a wonderful area that needs to be made as user friendly, attractive and 
spiritual( in a natural sense of the word not religious) as possible. 

facilities 
Add a childrens play area, maybe incorporating it with the sculpture 
garden/gallery extensions. 

facilities Cafe near library and park would be essential 

facilities 

if it can be afforded the library extensio under Laman Street looks magnificent 
and would greatly enhance the look and the usage of the area 
 
it is still respectful of the space as it is today while still showing energy and 
progress 

facilities 

If it is to be safe at night, lighting needs to be adequate and the underpass 
should not be accessible in the evening or it will be covered in grafitti in no time 
at all. Other than that, good job! but don't waste too much space on walkways, 
the greenery is what is attractive, not the walkways. 

facilities 
Installing a child friendly cafe somehwere in the park would encourage more 
use for those families etc who visit Library & Art gallery. 

facilities 

It would be nice to have historical tours of this area and more cultural events in 
the park to encourage people back to the city,perhaps markets in Layman st as 
well. 

facilities The place needs a cafe or kiosk and an information / orientation point 

facilities 
The public toilets should be open to the public regularly. The closest toilets to 
the park is in the gallery or public library. 

facilities 
more and better maintained public toilets (in Civic park); some disable persons 
toilets 

facilities 

More chairs in shady areas throughout the park, instead of them all lining the 
edges e.g. like the Lily of the valley chair. The chairs near the pedestrian 
crossing on King St are very underused. Leave 1 or 2 there and move the 
others into the park further. No one wants to sit near the traffic 
 
Provide BBQ facilities  
I see no need for the church to be incorporated into the park. Isn't church meant 
to be separated from state? 

facilities more open and the park furniture in shade. 

facilities 
More seating under trees would be useful.  Too much hard space (concrete) 
and no shade would destroy the ambience of the park 
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facilities more shade and seating 

facilities 
Most definitely - needs safe public toilets, water fountains, lighting: as does 
elsewhere in this city. 

facilities need more shady places with chairs/tables to eat and read 

facilities 
Please please please demolish the ugly toilet block and build a new, more 
modern facility. 

facilities 

The park is a very pleasant place as it is. 
 
It is not necessary to go to great expense in an attempt to make it better 
 
New furniture, do up the toilets is about it. 

facilities 
larger or more play areas for the kids. more shaded areas. more shaded seating 
areas so parents can watch their kids. 

facilities 

There should be no temporary-looking utility vans at the eastern end of Laman 
Street.These are an embarrassment.They have been in place for at least twelve 
months. You have a council depot in Waratah - leave them there. 
 
Warn trucks of any height restriction in the street so passing trucks don't 
damage the branches of these trees. 
There should be attractive ways to hide the garbage bins. 
There shoudl be no silver electricity boxes. 
There shoudl be no ugly entrance to the pump for the fountain - it's disgusting 
andstands out like a sore thumb. 
 
There shoudl be more seating under the trees both in the park and in Laman 
Street. 
You need beautiful signage, not those ridiculous ugly yellow signs warning 
people (of a non-existent threat). 
There needs to be more public art, there needs to be smoething for children to 
climb on or in: that doesn't need to be an Ausplay set. Have a look in Victoria or 
at Darling Harbour at the children's play areas there. 
 
No new concrete. 
No new concrete. 
No new concrete. 
 
The war Memorial Grove is not yours to move.Look after it. 
You need to train your staff in how to prune a heritage tree so they don't butcher 
these poor figs as they have in the past. 
 
You need to make an asset of the fauna in the area. 
 
Why not build a viewing platform close to one or all of the tree canopies like in 
rainforest walks in Queensland. That would be stunning. 
 
A new Lone Pine would be wonderful - why was it that Phil Hewett said you 
already had Lone Pine clones? 
 
Why spend millions on this park when it is aready beautiful and appreciated by 
residents and visitors? 

Laman Street 
all the fig tree that are past their use by date and pose a threat should be 
replaced as soon as possible with new shade trees 

Laman Street 
Any new designs must include and retain Hills figs in Civic Precinct and Laman 
St 

Laman Street 
Clear space around tree roots to promote tree health (currently strangled by tar 
& cement) 
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Laman Street 

CLOSE LAMAN ST TO ALL TRAFFIC AND BLEND LAMAN ST AND CIVIC 
PARK IN TO A SINGLE PEOPLE FRIENDLY AREA. 
IMPROVE AFTER DARK SAFETY. AT THIS TIME CIVIC PARK IS A NO GO 
ZONE AFTER DARK 

Laman Street 
Close Laman Street between gallery and St Andrew to traffic and reopen Queen 
Street as preferred vehicle route. 

Laman Street 
close laman street to traffic; pave roadway as public area; use aireal tree roots 
to support and expand existing figs 

Laman Street 

Close Laman Street to vehicular traffic between Dawson & Darby St's & bring 
Civic Park to the Library. It was a shame that tree huggers torpedoed the 
original concept! 

Laman Street Do not cut down the fig trees 

Laman Street 

DO NOT REMOVE THE LAMAN STREET FIGS! 
DO NOT MOVE ANY OF THE MEMORIALS. 
Create garden beds under the Laman Street Hills Figs to allow for their aerial 
roots to develop and increase the beauty of the street and increase their health 
and vitality.  
 
Civic park and laman street do not need a make over to this extent. This money 
should be used to revitialise Hunter and King Street 
 
Take down the fences in Laman street as a matter of priority! 

Laman Street Don't extend into Laman St, leave as is. 

Laman Street 

the road in Laman St should be open to traffic and all the scoffolding removed. 
The trees are not a problem and very attractive as they are in other streets in 
Newcastle. 

Laman Street I agree with the decision to keep the fig trees. All of life carries risk! 

Laman Street 

If Figs are to be removed new Mature trees of a different variety (Safer) should 
be put in their place. This way future generations will not have to change an 
existing tree scape. 

Laman Street 

It is not clear from the report where the old railway tunnel is. 
 
Laman street should be either open to traffic or not open - no halfway measure. 
 
I think Laman street should be closed if the library and art gallery can make 
good use of the open space. In this case, queen street should be reopened to 
traffic (the traffic lights are already in place). 

Laman Street get rid of the 'temporary' barriers in laman st 
Laman Street Great to open up to Laman Street and a sculpture garden. 
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Laman Street 

I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to give feedback about the design 
framework. 
 
I hope your summary of people's opinions are not distorted as they were when 
people sent in their 'vision' for Laman Street in February this year - people only 
had to mention the word 'replace' in the context of the fig trees tio be counted as 
someone wanting to have themreplaced: I said 'if the tree have to be replaced, 
then...' and the team summarising my vision called this 'replace' rather than 
retain.  
 
All of the following excerpts (at the end of this page) from the Scape design 
framework are now irrelevant since council's risk assessments of the trees were 
all based on misinformation from the tree team: they somehow gave the 
impression to all the arborists assessing the street that the trees that were 
removed by council after the 2007 storm were tree failures, when in fact they 
were nothing of the sort.  
 
One had two small cracks in it and two moved a centimetre or so in the ground. 
These are not tree failures and if the arborists assessing the street had been 
shown pictures or reports of these trees their assessments would have been 
different. 
 
All of the risk information that informed the Scape document is therefore as I 
say now irrelevant. When Scape talk about 'high risk trees' they are referring to 
trees alleged by Dennis Marsden to have a short life span. He had no evidence 
for this. He used an outdated rating scale that is actually a planning tool rather 
than a predictor of tree failure.He alleged ther trees had no roots; this ignores 
the fact that Laman Street has sandy, well-draining soil; in this situation tap 
roots/deep roots are possible, even likely. Something held these trees up in teh 
Pasha Bulker storm and many since. it was disapoointing that council seemed 
at the charette to have an agenda, ie get rid of the trees, so noe of this was 
discussed to the attendees' satisfaction. 
 
The talk of tree vaults is interesting; so trees can be 'moved'. I'd like to see my 
council even contemplate that. It wouldn't happen. 
 
The information given to the group on trees in general was sadly lacking. Talk of 
tree preservation was scoffed at and called 'fanciful' by Mr Hewett; he alleged 
almost every large tree within sight of the Town Hall had root rot.He refused to 
allow anyone not licensed for QTRA to discuss it. 
 
We could not even engage the tree experts in discussion of replacement 
species if the present trees were to be removed. When Mr Hewett came up with 
the idea of liquidambars a couple of months later it became obvious why we 
were not allowed to discuss this issue.We were not armed with enough poor 
taste. 
 
Council's own heritage assessment of the area acknowledges the importance of 
the fig trees and of an avenue planting. A single row of trees, as has been 
proposed since this document was produced,would be woefully inadequate as a 
replacement for what we have now. 
 
Urban wildlife depend on these trees and should be a feature of our city that we 
are proud of.To take a food source away from threatened species is not the act 
of a council committed to sustainability. 
 
I have said elsewhere that consolidationg war memorials is not suitable. Council 
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may be able to coerce the RSL into agreeing with this move, but they are not 
the only people with a stake in the heritage of this area. War memorials should 
only be moved if good reason exists to do so and there is no good reason to 
move it in this case.  
 
The charette and the document produced afterwards was a sad disappointment 
to many of the attendees since debate about the trees was stifled by the 
consultants and misinformation was spread by experts. We were told that what 
looked like radial roots on the ground-penetrating radar report were reflections 
of minerals in the bitumen; we were told that what looked like roots on NBN 
news were shots from another street which was simply a lie; we were told that 
the radar report was unreliable because it was done in haste.The document 
produced reflects this lack of commitment to take community feedback 
seriously. 
 
While Scape acknowledge that the graphics they produced were done in haste, 
the appearance of exotic trees ie deciduous is concerning. Unless they are 
proposing to plant double rows of white cedar trees,which I doubt, I presume 
the intention is to put in pear trees, magnolias or liquidambars. If they don't want 
these kinds of unacceptable trees they should not have drawn trees in autumnal 
colours. 
 
Not mentioned in teh Scape document are - garbage bins: they need a beautiful 
disguise; the utility caravan and containers at the cormer of Laman and Darby 
Streets - appalling misuse of the space, disrespectful to the memorial grove, not 
good opposite the entry to the AG; and the silver electricity outlet boxes - how 
many of these monstrosities do we need? They are ugly and out of place 
 
I do not know why there was such an emphasis on 'connections' in the Scape 
document. Padding, I  presume. 
 
Lastly, there is too little emphasis on the possibility of public art in the park and 
too little emphasis on catering for people of all ages; older people need more 
seating, children need a beautiful play area.I've stood in Laman Street and had 
to direct a young visiting couple to Centennial Park to entertain their toddler. 
This is wrong. 
 
The park is not just a green space to be viewed from a council admin building 
window, or from the office of the Art Gallery manager.If we want more people to 
use it, keep it green, keep it informal, keep it shaded, replant regularly so we 
don't have a situatioon like we have now where few new trees have been 
planted for decades, and make it attractive to young and old alike.  
 
The appearance and maintenance of the park are generally a credit to the team 
looking after it. 
 
The reaminder is the Scape option choices, ALL OF WHICH ARE NOW 
IRRELEVANT since the community want the trees retained, the councillors 
have voted to retain them and use a tree preservation approach, and the risk 
assessments were all based on misinformation. 
 
  [OPTION 1]  
 
As a result of the Community Workshop process, we would recommend to 
Council that a whole of precinct 
 
staging plan be designed and adopted. 
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This option involves the complete removal and timely replacement of the Laman 
Street figs trees as a high 
 
priority item. Whilst this does not necessarily have to be the first action taken, it 
should be considered as a 
 
step toward planning for future generations. The risk imposed by the failure of 
the fig trees (as determined 
 
by arboricultural advice) makes this step in the redesign of the Precinct 
unavoidable in time. 
 
OPTION 2 : Staged Design Intervention of Laman Street and Civic Precinct 
 
This option would allow for the retention of a selection of the lower risk Laman 
Street fig trees (as they exist 
 
now) and replacement of the identifi ed high risk trees. 
 
High risk fig trees should be removed and swiftly replaced by a suitable species 
(design detail required). The 
 
chosen species should consider the current asset of Laman Street in offering a 
“Green Cathedral” space, a 
 
large canopy providing shade and visual amenity.  
 
The replacement process should consider future planning 
 
and design works of the Precinct and the effect that this may have on the 
replacement trees. A root vault 
 
system may be an appropriate solution to ensuring the new trees are easily 
moved (if necessary) without 
 
being harmed or restricting growth. 
The remaining fig trees should be isolated and the risk re-assessed. This may 
involve the permanent closure 
 
of sections of Laman Street to ensure the risk to the public is in accordance with 
Council standards 
 
Works to upgrade pavement surfaces and landscaping in Laman Street should 
be incorporated within this 
 
option along with design enhancements to Civic Park and the remaining 
Precinct. 
 
This could include interventions such as: 
 
» Consideration and enhancement of pedestrian connections within Civic Park 
and the City; 
 
» Consolidation of memorials within the Park to form a “Memorial Grove” and 
quiet contemplation 
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space (this action would require prior consultation with appropriate parties); and
 
» Integration of Laman Street with Civic Park by addressing accessibility and 
connection issue 
 
OPTION 3 : Continued Risk Management 
 
This option allows for the retention of the Laman Street fig trees (as they exist 
now). Managing the risk of 
 
tree failure may be approached in a number of ways: 
 
a. Continue with the current risk management program - the complete closure of 
Laman Street in the 
 
event of strong winds (RISK managed to NCC standards; VISUAL 
AESTHETICS is unchanged; 
 
COST low however recurring); 
 
b. Explore designs for the implementation of a steel arc along the length of 
Laman Street to prevent 
 
the falling branches (RISK uncertain; VISUAL AESTHETICS unappealing; 
COST signifi cant); and 
 
c. Cable stays attached to surrounding structures explored as an option for 
managing the risk of falling fi g branches. (RISK uncertain; VISUAL 
AESTHETICS unappealing; COST low). 
 
Whilst these options address and manage (to some extent) the risk associated 
with the Laman Street fi g trees now, it does not address the inevitable problem 
of branch or whole of tree failure. The cost associated with these strategies is 
reasonably low, however will provide no additional asset for the Precinct and 
the community. 

Laman Street 

It is a crying shame that there is a proposal to keep any of the trees on Laman 
Street. I know of several people who have used Civic park for many years from 
other areas of Newcastle who where completely unaware that the beautiful 
library building was hidden behind the unsafe trees. 
 
I believe that it is a gross abuse of process to keep trees that are deemed 
dangerous, especially when doing so requires the erection of extremely ugly 
yellow warning signs - thus detracting from the previous friendly feel of the park 
and stair area. 
 
I honestly feel that simply (and cheaply) removing all of the trees from Laman 
Street would open up the library and art gallery to the rest of the city. 
 
To be able to see the town hall from the library and vice versa would be 
fantastic! - I truly believe that if people were able to see the library and art 
gallery from King Street that patronage to both institutions would greatly 
increase (not to mention the reduction of what looks like mould on the outside of 
the library and gallery). 

Laman Street 

A good crawl to biased greens who only want to retain non native figs which 
detract from what could be a beautifull extention of Civic park FIG TREES are 
dangerous 
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Laman Street Just scrap the road. It can be used as parkland. Keep the trees. 
Laman Street Keep it green and accessible for families 

Laman Street 

Keep it simple rather than over developed.  Maintain garden bed, fountain, 
memorials, pathways, seating, access to venues, trees and open grassy spaces 
for concerts & gatherings. 
 
Access from park into Laman street could be improved.  Garden wall pathway, 
parallel to Laman Street has been closed and unkempt for some time. A graded 
slope could assist with access for wheelchairs, prams etc 
 
Sculptures could add another attractive facet to the park. 
 
There is no need to move memorials to place them altogether - an expensive 
exercise. Effect of clumping them together could make park look like a 
cemetery. Memorials should remain in their present individual locations. Adds 
interest to "pocekts" of the park. 
 
Move gardeners' shed to provide more space. Demolish toilet block from Darby 
Street side as this is the first thing one sees when driving into city.  
 
Former railway cottage could be for park ranger or indeed a cafe/kiosk as exist 
in Domain (Sydney) or gardens in Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide et al.  
 
Present pathways work well however one from Darby across to King Street 
(near crossing in front of City Hall) could be beneficial for those who park in 
Tyrrell and Darby Streets.  
 
Park lighting has improved safety in park. 

Laman Street 

Keep laman street open, Retain parking, open up old rail tunnell for 
pedestrians/cycles, provide small refreshment/cafe/resturant within park.near 
rail tunnell, great for locals/visitors 

Laman Street keep the figs 

Laman Street 
Keep the form as soft as possible. Green grass and trees are far more relaxing 
and enjoyable than any type of paving. 

Laman Street Laman St shold be reopened to traffic and the trees should be kept 

Laman Street 
Laman street is a mess at the moment, if the trees there have to stay, but they 
are a threat to cars, why not extend the park to include Laman street 

Laman Street 

liked the Franic-Jones design for a new Art Gallery space. Retain Regional 
Library, Local History & Lovett Gallery space. Toilets for public use in Art 
Gallery & Library. Shade - consider some deciduous trees. Landscape to 21st 
century need to conserve water - but still make comfortable/enjoyable spaces 
for humans to relax & re-create! 

Laman Street 
Limited pickup and -down for elderly and others to give access to gallery and 
library. Access needs rethinking. 

Laman Street 
Main concern is that design allows access for people in wheelchairs from 
Laman St as well as accessible toilets and accessible tables. 

Laman Street 

Making the area of Laman St in front of the Art Gallery and Library a pedestrian 
only space would be wonderful if there were park seats and possibly even 
picnic tables (similar to plazas, placas and squares that you see thoughout 
southern Europe and South America). They are places where people can come 
together and relax. The coolness that the trees provide, and well as being the 
cultural precinct with the art gallery and library, would give the space a 
welcoming atmosphere, and provide a calming, cool place for quiet recreation. 

Laman Street 
More trees in the park would be great. Reopening up the stairs and walkways in 
the park along Laman Street would be great. 
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Laman Street 
My primary aim is to see the gallery extended onto Darby Street and the 
inclusion of the sculpture garden with good access. 

Laman Street 

Nice to maintain connection between City Hall and Fountain. 
 
Good to integrate Library and Gallery into park where people can enjoy the park 
vista whilst having a snack etc. Could also encourage casual use of library and 
gallery. 
 
If it is necessary to remove problem figs from Laman street then a staged 
replacement is preffered to a mass culling. 

Laman Street 

Open up Laman stret again. 
 
Rejuvenate the lawn on the eastern end 

Laman Street 

the temporary fencing must go. the terrace gardens need to be refurbished. 
inclusion of a permanent ranger to stop vandalism, skateboarding and bad 
behaviour. this area is a jewel of newcastle, groom it, restore it but keep it as it 
is- unique 

Laman Street 

the whole area of buildings and footpaths is MOULDY. With those big trees, 
there is no way to dry the place out. It all looks very dirty, sad. I love trees but 
lets move on and create a plaza - clean and flat. Do away with Laman St. Make 
a plaza open area with music and dance. Colour the place. Plant Australian 
natives. Clean it all. Steam clean it all - take out all boring plants. 

Laman Street There are much more attractive and practical trees than figs. 

Laman Street 
Please keep the fig trees. Provide better car parks. Provide easier access than 
the hills to walk up 

Laman Street Please keep trees and in particular the figs 

Laman Street 

Public consulation is essential; these spaces become much-loved parts of 
people's lives. 
 
Keeping the Laman St figs was an important decision in allowing the people of 
Newcastle to feel that their opinions are of value to the people we vote in to 
local office. 

Laman Street remove fences. any ideas re more parking? 

Laman Street 

Remove figs on south side of Laman St ONLY.  Retain north side trees as far 
as possible, establish new trees before progressively trimming old trees.  Retain 
that green wall effect.  If library/gallery extended, do it over the car park at rear, 
maybe incorporate extra level of carpark while doing it. Extending under Laman 
may be flood prone.  Block Laman St to all vehicle traffic, put a forecourt 
cafe/toilet block in Laman St.  Open Queen St as through Rd (logical, it is the 
one with traffic lights). Keep steps either side of fountain, add ramp to west side 
bank.  Align pedestrian crossing in King St with town Hall/fountain axis.  If 
there's pedestrian access to the west of Civic theater as marked on one draft, I 
haven't noticed it.  Better signposting needed.  Don't think the rail corridor idea 
is much good, better to increase parking off Burwood St.  Putting buildings on 
corner of King and Darby a good idea, incorporate more parking. Like 
amphitheater idea. 

Laman Street 

Remove the ugly temporary fences in Laman Street. They serve no purpose 
other than detract from landscape. Allow short term parking in Laman Street 
(say 15 mins) for Gallery and Library visits. This is needed to bring some 
vibrancy back into the street. 

Laman Street Save the Laman figs as one of Newcastle's most valuable land marks. 
Laman Street Save the trees 
Laman Street Save the trees 
Laman Street support aereal roots for the figs to expand 
Laman Street Thank god the figs were saved 
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Laman Street 
the existing trees should be protected and valued. More beauty could be 
incorported into the park. 

Laman Street 
The fig trees should be cut back to allow more light. Loose branches are a 
danger to the pedestrian. 

Laman Street 

The Laman Street fig trees are too large, messy and dangerous and need to be 
removed and be replaced by apropriate species. Also, further west along 
Laman Street, the road and footpaths are a disgrace from these trees. 
 
The beautiful facade of the library is obscured by the trees.  
 
The line of sight/axis between the library and City Hall should be 
retained/improved. 
 
First and foremost, Council must ensure that the provision of adequate funding 
and resources be aligned to the maintenance of existing infrastructure and 
facilities. This should be resolved prior to overspending on any new facilities 
without sufficient resources to maintain them properly.  
 
This applies all over the city, in particular at our tourist areas such as the 
beaches and baths.  
 
Public toilets need to be improved in many locations around the city. 

Laman Street The Laman Street Figs should be left as they are. 
Laman Street The Lamen street Figs should go 
Laman Street Think the idea of a sculpture area is great. 

Laman Street 

Those figs are dangerous and need to go ASAP despite what the ill informed 
'squeeky wheels' want to happen to them. The sooner they are removed the 
sooner the Civic area can be properly used and managed. 

Laman Street 

To retain Laman St as pedestrian only. Grass it. It will be a green sacred space 
. 
 
Keep the cars out. they dont need to use that street at all. 

Laman Street 

Turn Laman St area in front of library and gallery into a no traffic zone and 
green space to allow clear integration of these sites into the park, and more 
recognition from the public. - More feature of our heritage buildings 
Redesign council building! 

Laman Street 
With the fences removed, I would say that the access from Laman Street into 
the park is GOOD. 

Laman Street 

Yes, I wonder to what extent questions such as "improve pedestrian access 
from Laman St to Civic Park" are intended to subversively support removal of 
the fig trees? 
BTW:  Please stop pissing public money up the wall on "charettes" or 
"charades" or whatever the hell you clowns call them. 

Laman Street 
Yes. Thanks for choosing to retain the fig canopy and do the green thing with 
our open space. 

priority 

a full upgrade of the park should be an urgent priority for council. It is in an 
embarassingly poor state for our city. It is unpleasant to use. It needs to be 
more contemporary. 

priority 
Any changes of a major nature should not be done with rate payers money and 
should only be carried out if a grant from exteral sources is received. 

priority bloody get on with the work 

priority 

Bull doze the harbour side of Hunter Street this would allow for access to the 
harbour, once the railway is remove.  Create bike tracks, green spaces, one 
way traffic, coffee shop, boutique shops etc. 
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priority 

Civic park was utilised as the area for the Mattara "Festival of the City" before it 
was relocated to the foreshore park. Personally I think Foreshore park is a 
failure as when Civic park was utilised for the Mattara it was a Newcastle City & 
suburb ie; Cooks hill, the Hill, Bar Beach, The Junction, Merewether & surround 
suburbs more people were attracted to the festival in Civic park more than what 
we see since it has relocated to the Foreshore. It's a festival of the City & would 
attract more people back to the City itself with the march brought back to the 
Main st of Newcastle, not just wharf road. Family entertainment in Civic park 
was a big drawcard to the public & should be utilised for that as it was many 
years ago. Remember Town hall open days during the Joy Cummings era 
during the Mattara festival on Civic park? thousands of novocastrians attended 
the Mattara festival in unision with Council open day & Darby street fair as one 
major festival for Newcastle City, not like what we are seeing these days. Civic 
park was the major drawcard & should be utilised like that once again. 

priority clean up the hunter street area 

priority 
Council would be best to concentrate on renewal in Hunter Street west of the 
Civic Theatre. 

priority 

Depending on what council sees as its larger plan. We wouuld love to see a 
play equipment set for children because although we love to go there the kids 
have nothing to do. 

priority 

Do as little as possible to maintain and upkeep this lovely park- leave the trees 
and greenery, there is no need to excessively change the layout of the park. 
The cultural heritage is related to the trees and current layout and the beautiful 
fountain that is the main feature of the park. 

priority 

Don’t fix what isn’t broken!!!  
A total waste of resources when it comes to NCC’s new visions for the Civic 
Precinct and Laman Street. Other than keeping the fountain clean, the grass & 
grounds watered and maintained the only needed additions are some new park 
furniture and to renovate the toilet block. 
We all know these grand plans of building extensions and terracing will have an 
effect on the figs. Nothing to do with public safety, just re-development.  
Stop treating taxpayers like idiots. Time for Tate to go!!! 

priority 
Don't become bogged down with minority or heritage groups forcing their 
agenda's.Let us have some positive progress. 

priority 

dont even think about an underground car park. that would destroy the existing 
park's vegetative health and destroy a long history of big old trees. The design 
does need to be slightly altered to make it safer at night and the toilets are 
pretty un welcoming at the moment, but not much else needs doing. It is great 
as is. 
 
If the NCC has excess money and they are itching to spend it on 
redevelopment, maybe they should be sending it up to flood stricken 
queensland and sponsoring the refurbishment of public areas up there, with a 
plaque " donated by NCC in 2011, helping to rebuild ****" 

priority 

How about fixing the CBD and Hunter St and parking around Honeysuckle first 
and making these parts of town more welcoming by getting rid of parking 
meters and loading zones at night and weekends. 

priority 

I am concerned at the Council spending money on a project where money could 
be spent elsewhere.  Civic Park does not need redesigning.   The fences and 
signage put up by Council makes the place unattractive but if these were 
removed the area is a beautiful park enjoyed by myself and many other 
newcastle citizens.   I walk through the park every morning and think it is a 
beautiful area that does not need to be changed. Spend the money on Hunter 
Street.  I am embarrassed by the state of Hunter Street.  The mall is 
unattractive and is not safe at night.  Have a plan to integrate Hunter Street with 
Honeysuckle. 
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priority 
I fear we would only reach stage 1, the cutting down of the figs. Then financial 
costs would prevent further stages being constructed. 

priority 

If they go ahead with it, it should be done within six months so that work can go 
ahead early in the new financil year instead of people feeling like its dragging on 
forever and will be another one of those proposals you hear about that is always 
going to happen, but never does ....... like the Art Gallery! 

priority 

If you decide to do something, then do it.  The decision for what to do will have 
come about by this consultation process etc and there WILL be objections.  
YOU CAN'T PLEASE EVERYONE.  so just get on with it as quickly and 
efficiently as possible.  i'm sick of the wasting of time, money and energy in 
making these plans and never following through. 
 
FYI, i'm happy with the park pretty much the way it is now (if the fig debris is 
cleared off the seats so that we can sit on clean seats but that battle is never 
gonna be won).  if it is decided that there are better uses for the park however, it 
doesn't mean i was against it, it just means that i couldn't care too much either 
way.  Do not construe my "neutral" responses as "anti new stuff", rather take it 
as an indication that i'm open for anything to be done, as long as its done 
efficiently and without the dramas and political grandstanding that NCC is 
riddled with (i'm talking about you Tate/Buman/Osbourne). 
 
Rant finished ;) 

priority 
It is a waste of time and money that could be better spent on area's that do 
need to be changed. 

priority Forget about it and do something ueful for a change!!! 
priority forget them and fix the rest of the place first 

priority 
Ignore the detractors and just do it. In five years, people will love it and wonder 
why they ever opposed it. 

priority 

Is it really about the figs and the park? I doubt it! 
 
The trees and the park are a delight to the senses - let them be! 

priority 
Is this the highest priority for the Council?  
Except for maintenance and upkeep, it looks okay at the moment. 

priority 
It has always been a lovely informal small park. The trees in Laman Street were 
always beautiful. Leave it alone.Look after the place. 

priority 

It is a terrible waste of money. If the city had a great deal of spare cash then it 
may be feasible but as it is there is no need to waste any more money on it. 
 
This whole precinct is in desperate need of extra parking. This should be looked 
at as soon the Law Courts are coming and State Govts do not provide parking 
so the situation will become worse. 

priority It will be a huge shame if this development is approved. 

priority 

It would be good if the extension to the Art Gallery and any alterations to the 
Library were fast tracked.  These are the two things that would give a focus to 
this area and also generate more funds through cafe and shops for the area.  
This would also draw in Darby Street better. 

priority 

It would be nice to have a design completed once started. 
 
An open Civic park with shadey trees, that was user friendly and secure. It 
would be nice to have a seamless connection to all the cultural centres. security 
is an issue here, and is a problem for major civic areas in many cities 

priority Let's get going on a plan to make this beautiful space even better 

priority 
minor upgrades could be made, but the park does not need to be completely 
redesigned. funds could be spent elsewhere. 
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priority 
Pleae dont spend forever making the decision. Gather the info needed, quickly 
make the decision as to what to do and then implement 

priority Please get on with it - you are already ten years behind schedule! 

priority 

please make a decision regarding TPI House ie whether the Uni is going to take 
it over as a space or it's going to continue being used as it is currently, so it can 
either be knocked down or completely fixed up both internally and externally 
 
Further to that if it going to be taken over by the Uni, alternate and appropriate 
accommodation needs to be found for the organisations that currently utilise it ie 
War Widows etc 

priority Quite uneccessary. 

priority 

Regarding Wheeler Place - remove the Palm trees - they are inappropriate 
there and provide little shade and protection, and will grow to be more useless 
in the next decade - Replace them with shade trees - can be deciduous e.g. 
Jacarandas  - preferably on both sides of the square. 

priority 
Regular weekly events. Without them nothing of the proposed makes any 
sense. 

priority Remove the "Round House" and relocate staff to Broadmeadow. 

priority 
Remove trees from Laman Street and improve tree arrangement in Civic Park. 
Don't hide our showpiece buildings behind trees. 

priority 
Remove unsafe trees, fix-up the toilets and try to link park to other areas via a 
cycleway. 

priority Renovate the gallery & library 

priority 

Save some money by leaving this place alone.  
 
Spend it on other suburbs. I live in New Lambton, my children live in Waratah. 
Both these places could do with work and money spent on them.  
 
I like riding bikes - separate bike paths would get my vote for spending millions 
of dollars.  
 
The middle of the city is important to have looking good but it's not relevant to 
many of us very often.  
 
I go to Blackbutt and Glenrock more than I go to Civic Park. Recreational 
activities that are eco-friendly and active and safe are more important for me. 
 
It seems to me that counil staff look out their windows and see the park and 
forget that most of us are just happy to maintain it rather than turn it into a mini 
Sydney park. 
 
Conserve our heritage by all means but Newcastle doesn't need trendy 
changes that cost a lot. 

priority some historical data 
priority Stop talking and start doing 

priority 

the art gallery should be renovated which has been suggested for years and as 
usual with newcastle council nothing gets done. There needs to be a tasteful 
coffee bar incorporated into the gallery 
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priority 

The draft design to change Civic Park seems to me to be a little out of context in 
the current climate wiyh so many public works that are required to be done in 
suburbs that have been neglected for years. It appears to me that we should be 
asking if this is value for money if it is to come from ratepayers pockets. 
 
We have many substandard roads, footpaths and drainage that i would have 
thought that these should be a priority instead of ripping up ma grat parkland 
which couls be in great shape for at least 10 to 20 more years. 
 
Spending ratepayer money should have value for money attached to it in return 
to the community. 

priority 

The idea floated by the mayor for an underground carpark is ludicrous. revitalise 
the West and mall spend money where its really needed. Where are the cycle 
lanes on Hunter Street are we waiting for a bus to flatten a Novacastrian before 
something is done. SPEND MONEY WHERE IT IS MOST NEEDED. 

priority 

The internals of the library are a DISGRACE. Use funds to pay for absolute 
priorities. Stop planting flowering annuals in the park outside and spend those 
'gardening funds' on FAR MORE practical things, Australian natives especially. 
Furniture is needed, incoproating St Andrews and Cottage a good idea. 
Upgrade the Art Gallery and Library more important than footpath and trees. 

priority 

The plan is not taking into account the rising sea level that will come by 2020.  
There is no need to waste money on development of the park aspect of the 
precinct.  We should spend the money on making sure we are not subject to 
sea flooding 

priority 
The redevelopment of the Gallery must be seen to be the highest priority of this 
planning. 

priority 

The steps and entrance to City Hall need to be kept weed free and clean. 
 
Shade structures are needed in Wheeler Place that may be removed when the 
space is required for temporary activities. 
 
The condition of the old section adjacent to the Fred. Ash building that has been 
left in a dilapidated state to simulate heritage is an eyesore and does not 
replicate what it originally looked like and should be restored to its original 
condition.  eg. No peeling or patchy paint etc., 

priority there needs to be a commitment to action !!! this time 

priority 
this plan is a collosal waste of money in an area that already takes more than its 
fair share of council resources to the detriment of outer wards. 

priority 
Use air space over railway for parking, and, a pedestrian plaza above civic 
station. 

priority 

wake up & spend money where the ratepayers  & visit will want to go to not 
avoid What are you doing to promote the people into the city everyone is at 
Charlestown Green Hills Kotara  
 
apart from the beach & brewery what is there to go into Newcastle for ??? 

priority 
Whatever the final plan is - get on with the work and disregard the objections of 
minority groups - they have held this city back for decades. 
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priority 

While open spaces and gardens are an essential ingredient for the amenity of 
the community, and this I would not suggest changing, such open spaces need 
to be grounded in the history and culture of the community in order to 
incorporate the community into those same spaces.  While "generic" gardens 
are lovely to behold, the role of the space in relation to its people is also of 
importance.   
 
This is also true of reducing vehicle access.  While it is most important that 
people can traverse the area, not everyone is sprightly.  Supporting public 
transport, especially the railway line will of course, assist with a reduction in 
vehicle traffic, however by creating a "pedestrian paradise" will only serve those 
more able bodied individuals. 

priority 

Whilst I recongise a need to look into the future regarding development and use 
applicability of the area. The proposed large scale redevleopment of civic park 
needs to be recongised as a low priority when viewed in the light of other 
projects the city needs to complete. Civic park is a fantastic space as it sits with 
some facilities needing only minor repairs or refuirbishments.  
The walkways along the southern southern terraces need to be opened and 
maintained. the fountain in the air force memorial needs to be recomissioned. 
currently it is both an eyesore and a public health hazzard with stagnant water. 
new and additonal seating/tables would help improve usability of the space 

priority Yes, please extend the art gallery soon - and provide parking when you do. 
vegetation A tropical area shaded, would be acceptable. 

vegetation 

Just plant more new trees in Civic Park, upgrade toilet facilities and park 
benches, provide more signages, provide no public forum platforms for Civic 
Park and do not put in sculptures etc.  Artist sculptures have been put in the 
past detracting from the city's image and have had to eventually been removed 
eg. near the Mall where they put in those grey ugly naked men in chains.  That 
is a waste of funds and not everyone understands what it means - art should be 
kept in art galleries. 

vegetation 
Maintain annual planting either with "City of Newcastle Bi-Centenary" roses in 
front of fountain. Maintain and retain all flower beds. 

vegetation maitain the atmosphere whilst improving the conditions. Keep the trees. 
vegetation more trees and seating 
vegetation More trees not shrubs in park 
vegetation needs more plants/flowers 

vegetation 
Planning of areas of shade trees so that trees can can be removed as they get 
old and new trees take their place. 

vegetation 
plant some flowers around the park not just near the fountain. Bike path through 
the coutyard. 

vegetation Preservation of open spaces and increased planting of trees 
vegetation Parky gardens- more colourful 

vegetation 
would like to see introduction of more native plants in the terraced gardens near 
Laman St  that would attract native birds 
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