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It is with pleasure that the Chairman and Directors 
of the Board of the Newcastle Gallery Foundation 
send you greetings, both as existing members 
and those who would like to join in support of the 
Newcastle Region Art Gallery.

This is an invitation for you to be part of 
Newcastle’s cultural future.

The Newcastle Region Art Gallery has two 
independent organizations that exist to support its 
development.  

The Newcastle Region Art Gallery Foundation 
has tax-free status and provides support for 
acquisitions of new works of art and for the NRAG 
Redevelopment Fund. Through skilful stewardship 
of invested funds, it directly acquires works for 
the collection and underwrites other purchases 
of works of art. It has a growing reputation as an 
instrument through which donors may support the 
Gallery, and gain tax benefits. The Foundation also 
provides advocacy for the Gallery.

The Newcastle Art Gallery Society maintains 
a strong membership and provides a vibrant 
program of education and entertainment that 
enriches the Gallery’s program of exhibitions. The 
Society’s successful activities have resulted in 

many contributions for acquisitions as well as 
purchasing additional equipment to assist with 
the quality of viewing the collection. 

As a member of the Newcastle Region Art Gallery 
Foundation you contribute to the enrichment 
and cultural development of our city in an era of 
expanding arts tourism and at a time when the 
Gallery eagerly anticipates redevelopment. It is 
an extremely exciting time in the Gallery’s life.

Dr Roland Pope, Anne von Bertouch OAM, Dr 
William Bowmore, AO, OBE, Les Renfrew, Ann 
Lewis AO, Margaret Olley AC, and Dr Colin 
Laverty OAM and Elizabeth Laverty are just some 
of the major benefactors to this Gallery. You, too, 
could consider yourself to be part of this ‘Gallery 
family’.

Bequests to the Foundation create a legacy for 
generations to come and help to secure the 
Gallery’s future.

Since its establishment by visionary 
Novocastrians in 1978, the Foundation has as its 
objective “to support and benefit the public art 
gallery known as Newcastle Region Art Gallery.” 
This has been achieved largely to facilitate the 
acquisition of works of art for the Newcastle 
Region Art Gallery.

Foundation Membership

Contributors to the Newcastle Gallery Redevelopment Fund
John & Dawn Allen
Paul & Penny Anicich
Australian Decorative & Fine 
Arts Society (Newcastle)
Laurel Bale
Virginia Blackham
B & J Borenstein
L Bronger
Janice Chapman
Robyn Chapman
Beryl Crago
S & A Crane
Les & Gael Davies
William Davies
J E Dickeson
Robert Doig & Ruth Watson 
Janet Dore
Patricia Douglass
Peter Doyle

Anne Drinkwater
Shirley  Eagles
Dr K D G  Edwards
John & Rene Eisner
Dr Caleb Firkin
Chris & Helen Ford
Peter & Denise Frost
J Gallan
Philip Gardner & Lisa Sutton-
Gardner
Phyllis Harris
Dick & Georgina Hart
James & Judy Hart
Gaye Hart AM
Dr Robert & Lindy Henderson
Dr Peter Hendry
Kylie Henry & Hamish 
Fitzharding
John & Anna Hill

Ian F Hurrell
Terry Lawler
James Leitch
Macquarie Bank
Marcel & Gerda Maeder
Chris Mitzevich
Paul Munro
Newcastle City Council
Newcastle Gallery Society
Newcastle Permanent Building 
Society
Newcastle Region Art Gallery 
Foundation
John & Gwen O'Brien
Terrance O’Connor
Dr Margaret Olley AC
Keith Parsons
Virginia Parsons
Chris & Shirley Piggott

David Porter
Ron Ramsey
W Saddington
Prof Nicholas Saunders
Darren & Leigh Shearer
Margaret Sivyer OAM
Alan & Pam Squire
W & M Summerfield
Nancy Tapp
Norma & Lorna Taylor
The Herald
Tomago Aluminium
Jill Valdar
Jenny Varley
Sonia Walkom
Dr Judy White AM
Cameron Williams
Paul Wilson

Trustee	
Joseph Abraham
Dr William Bowmore AO OBE
David Boyd
David Bradshaw
Joan Croll AO
Barry & Anne Drinkwater
Gordon Darling Foundation
James & Judy Hart
Robert & Lindy Henderson
Hunter District Water Board
Colin & Elizabeth Laverty
James & Virginia Leitch
Ann Lewis AO
W J Miller & family
NBN Television
Newcastle City Council
Newcastle Art Gallery Society
Dr Margaret Olley AC
OneSteel Ltd
Don & Justine Osborne
Richard Owens & family
Dr Roland Pope
Port Waratah Coal Services
Les Renfrew
John & Valerie Ryan
Prof Laurie & Elvie Short
Peter Sparks
The Doran Group

Touche Ross & Co
Ross Turnbull
University of Newcastle
Anne von Bertouch OAM
Peter & Gail Watt 
Rudy & Therese Wildschut
Fred & Elinor Wrobel

Fellow	
Carrington Slipways Pty Ltd
John Clune
Commonwealth Banking 
Corporation
Paul Daniel
John Davis
Jess Dyce
Bruce Fergus & Family
Gerald & Susan Gamble
Harris Wheeler Solicitors
David & Gai Le Marchant & 
family
Ross & Marie Le Marchant & 
family
Newcastle Permanent Building 
Society
Newcastle Region Art Gallery 
Guides
OneSteel Trading

Chris & Shirley Piggott
John Robinson
N Sabiel
Dr Parduman Singh
Margaret Smithson & Family
Trevor Dunn Solicitors
W D & Dr Barbara Wallis
Westpac Banking Corporation

Member	
Australian Decorative & Fine 
Arts Society (Newcastle)
Angus Booth
Denise Braggett
Margot Buttrose
Colin & Robyn Chapman
Janice Chapman
Bill & Pamela Cowen
Andrew & Camille Hickey
Les & Gael Davies
Nico & Helen de Bruyn
Garth & Tiona Drinkwater
Roy & Kay Duffy
Shirley Eagles
Peter & Denise Frost
Sharon Grierson
Yvonne Gooding
Phyllis Harris

Kevin & Joy Harrison
A W Hart
Claudia Hyles 
Colin James
Anthony & Brenda Mangioni
Peter Martinec
Jock & Robin McQualter
Keith & Lauretta Morton
Paul Munro
Newcastle Stevedores Pty Ltd
Terrance O'Connor
Ruth Parker
Keith Parsons 
Ron Ramsey
Lindsay Rundle
Margaret Sivyer OAM
Trisha & Leonard Smith
Arn Sprogis 
Jill Stowell OAM
John Stowell
Brian & Kay Suters
Nancy Tapp
Victoria Taylor
Elizabeth Thwaites
John & Patricia Turnbull
Prue Viggers
Dr Raoul & Jan Walsh
Garvin & Patricia Williamz
Margot Woods

Arthur Streeton Australian December (detail) 1887 oil on canvas, 41.0 x 66.5 cm  
Gift of the Newcastle Region Art Gallery Foundation 1993
Newcastle Region Art Gallery collection



The Newcastle Chest

The commissioning of the ambitious Newcastle Chest, a contemporary response to the historic 
Macquarie Chest, was characteristic of the value of the Gallery Foundation. When the concept was 
initially mooted, the Foundation Board members were able to promote the involvement of some 
citizens in a project that stirred imaginations. By underwriting the commission, a number of individuals 
and families made tax deductible donations that enabled the engagement of nationally recognized 
artists. The resulting chest will hold special importance within our collection for future generations.

One exception to this has been a recent donation 
of $60,000 towards the Gallery’s redevelopment 
and its advocacy continues to help achieve the 
expansion so clearly needed.

The period of the Foundation’s existence has 
coincided with the expansion of the collection 
held by the Gallery, on behalf of the citizens of 
Newcastle, to a point where it is acknowledged 
as the most significant collection in Australia 
outside a capital city.

As the Gallery enters a phase of much needed 
redevelopment, the Foundation is positioned to 
confirm its role as the pre-eminent fundraising 
entity, not only assisting to enrich the collection, 
but materially supporting the redevelopment 
aspirations.

To achieve this, the Foundation will need an 
expansion beyond its current operation. Growing 
the membership and encouraging the concept 
of continuous giving is paramount. Redefining 
means by which the Foundation keeps its 
benefactors close is already underway, but the 
pace of this and the means by which it can be 
realized, are important at this time.

Members of the Foundation have special 
privileges to attend private events and openings. 
In recent years these have included meetings 
with the artists such as those involved in the 
acclaimed Newcastle Chest commission, visits 
to notable collections in private homes, joint 
events with the Foundation of the AGNSW, to 
name a few. There have been exclusive viewings 
of collections and exhibitions, including our own 
Japanese ceramics, private wine tastings like that 
at Peterson’s Champagne House, and members 
only receptions to meet artists, for example, the 
Newcastle Chest’s cabinet maker, Scott Mitchell.

At this time, there is a momentum for much 
needed redevelopment of the Gallery. The time 
is appropriate to position the Foundation in 
ways to best support the Gallery and to attract 
corporate and individual donors. We would 
like, with this newsletter, to reconnect with 
our valued members and to introduce the 
Foundation to many more supporters of the 
Gallery. For these reasons, we invite you to share 
the contents of this newsletter with interested 
colleagues and friends. 

We are pleased to include with this newsletter, 
your invitation to our next Foundation event and 
look forward to seeing you then.

Foundation Board
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Philip Wolfhagen Vanishing point no 1 1995 oil and beeswax on canvas 143.0 x 231.0 cm  
Gift of the Newcastle Region Art Gallery Foundation 2010
Newcastle Region Art Gallery collection

Opposite Page (from top)
Ron Ramsey, Gael Davies and Stephen Gageler, Solicitor General at a Newcastle Region Art Gallery Foundation function. Photo: Peter Stoop.  
Reproduced with permission of The Newcastle Herald © 2011 
The Newcastle Chest 2010 Australian red cedar (Toona ciliata), NSW rosewood (Dysoxylum fraserianum), River red gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis),  
tartan, glass and brass fittings. Closed: 53.0 x 71.0 x 46.0 cm. 
Cabinetmaker: Scott Mitchell Artists: Lionel Bawden, Maria Fernanda Cardoso, Esme Timberry, Louise Weaver and Philip Wolfhagen 
Commissioned by Newcastle Region Art Gallery with the assistance of James and Judy Hart, Robert and Lindy Henderson, Valerie Ryan,  
Newcastle Art Gallery Society and Newcastle Region Art Gallery Foundation 
Newcastle Region Art Gallery collection
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