


At the Extraordinary General and 
���v�v�µ���o���'���v���Œ���o���D�����Ÿ�v�P�•���}�v���î�ð��
November 2011, important changes 
�š�}���š�Z�������}�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v���Á���Œ�������+�����š�������š�}��
�����©���Œ���‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�}�v���}�µ�Œ���&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���(�}�Œ���š�Z����
�(�µ�š�µ�Œ���X���d�Z�����������]�Ÿ�}�v���}�(�������v���Á���o���À���o���}�(��
membership, that of Governor, and 
�š�Z�����v���Á�����}�v���Ÿ�}�v�����u�}�µ�v�š�•�U���Á���Œ����
agreed to by members. The changed 
���}���Œ�����•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���U���Á�Z�]���Z���Á�]�o�o�������©���Œ���.�š��
with the growth in membership, was 
adopted with an amendment to the 
number of directors to “up to 12.” 
Acknowledgement of the work of NCC 
�o���Á�Ç���Œ�U���D���Œ�Ÿ�v�������o�o�U���]�v���š�Z�]�•�����}�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v��
reform was noted.

�����•�‰�]�š���������À���Œ�•�������}�v���]�Ÿ�}�v�•���]�v���š�Z����
�Á�]�����Œ���.�v���v���]���o���u���Œ�l���š�U���š�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v��
experienced a successful year. This 
included returns on investments 
���À���Œ���P�]�v�P���}�À���Œ���ô�9�X���d�Z�]�•�U�����v�����•�]�P�v�]�.�����v�š��
���}�v���Ÿ�}�v�•�U�����v�����o�������•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�}�š���o�o�]�v�P��
�¨�í�î�ò�U�ì�ì�ì���(�}�Œ���������Ÿ�}�v�•���š�}���š�Z�����'���o�o���Œ�Ç�–�•��
���}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�X���D���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰���o���À���o�•��
�Z���À�����Œ�]�•���v�U���Á�]�š�Z���ï�î���v���Á���u���u�����Œ�•��
�]�v���î�ì�í�í�U���Á���o�o�������}�À�����š�Z�������}���Œ���–�•��
�š���Œ�P���š�X���/�v���������]�Ÿ�}�v�U���v�]�v�����u���u�����Œ�•��
have progressed to higher levels 
of membership through ongoing 
���}�v���Ÿ�}�v�•�X���D���u�����Œ�•�–�����‹�µ�]�š�Ç���•�š���v���•��
���š���¨�ñ�ñ�ô�U�ì�ì�ì�U�������}�À�����š�Z�������}���Œ���–�•���š���Œ�P���š��
minimum of $500,000.

�'�}�À���Œ�v���v���������}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�������š�}���������}�(���Z�]�P�Z��
priority, and this year the Board has 
developed a comprehensive data 
�����•�����}�(���u���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰�•�X���/�v���������]�Ÿ�}�v�U��
���}�u�u�µ�v�]�����Ÿ�}�v���Á�]�š�Z���u���u�����Œ�•���Z���•��
�������v�����v�Z���v�����������Ç���š�Z�����]�u�‰�o���u���v�š���Ÿ�}�v��
�}�(�������v���Á�•�o���©���Œ���Á�Z�]���Z���]�•���š�}���������‰�Œ�}�À�]��������
to members twice per year.

�D���u�����Œ�•���Á���Œ�����]�v�À�]�š�������š�}�����©���v�����.�À����
events during the past year, including an 
���Æ���µ�Œ�•�]�}�v���š�}��� �̂Ç���v���Ç�–�•���^�,���/�Œ�À�]�v���'���o�o���Œ�Ç�X��
This provided an exclusive viewing of 

�}�µ�Œ���}�Á�v���'���o�o���Œ�Ç�–�•��Curious 
���}�o�}�v�Ç�W�������d�Á���v�Ÿ���š�Z�������v�š�µ�Œ�Ç��
Wunderkammer and an 
elegant dinner created by 
member John Clune. Funds 
raised on that occasion 
were donated to the 
�����‹�µ�]�•�]�Ÿ�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����Z�]���Z���Œ����
Browne watercolours. On 
other occasions, events 
held at the Gallery saw our 
�u���u�����Œ�•���i�}�]�v�]�v�P���Œ�������‰�Ÿ�}�v�•��
�(�}�Œ�����'�E�^�t���&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���(�}�Œ��
���v�����L���Œ�v�}�}�v���š�������Á�Z���v���š�Z���Ç��
visited Newcastle to see the 
Less is More�����Æ�Z�]���]�Ÿ�}�v�U�����v����
�(�}�Œ���u���u�����Œ�•���}�(���E���Á�����•�š�o���–�•��
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�o���P���o���(�Œ���š���Œ�v�]�š�Ç���}�v���î�ï���D���Œ���Z�����š���Á�Z�]���Z��
the Solictor General, Mr Stephen 
Gageler, was the guest of honour.

A highlight of the year was the 
announcement on 7 September 
by Minister Simon Crean, of the 
�•�µ�������•�•���}�(���š�Z�����E���Á�����•�š�o�������Œ�š���'���o�o���Œ�Ç�–�•��
���‰�‰�o�]�����Ÿ�}�v���(�}�Œ���&�������Œ���o���(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ���š�Z����
�Œ�������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�X���d�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���Á���•��
�����Ÿ�À�������š�������u�}�v�•�š�Œ���Ÿ�v�P���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�����Ç��
�‰���Œ�Ÿ���]�‰���Ÿ�v�P���]�v���š�Z�������‰�‰�o�]�����Ÿ�}�v�X

�/�v���š�Z�]�•�U���u�Ç���.�v���o���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�����•�����Z���]�Œ�u���v�U��
�����‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�}�v���/���Z���À�����������v���‰�Œ�}�µ�����š�}���Z�}�o����
for the past ten years, it is pleasing 
to review the achievements of 
�š�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���]�v���š�Z���š���Ÿ�u���X���d�Z����
membership has grown considerably 
as has the quality and number of 
�&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v�����À���v�š�•�����v�������}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�Ÿ�}�v�•���š�}��
�š�Z�����P���o�o���Œ�Ç�����}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v���Z���À�����������v�����o�}�•����
to $1million. The mix of directors on 
�š�Z�������}���Œ�����v�}�Á���}�+���Œ�•�������P�Œ�����š���Œ�������‰�š�Z���}�(��
experience, capability and preparedness 
�š�}�������š�X���d�Z�����}�À���Œ���o�o���.�v���v���]���o���‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�}�v���]�•��
solid, with excellent gains over the past 
decade, and we have consolidated a 
sound governance model. The revised 
���}�v�•�Ÿ�š�µ�Ÿ�}�v���‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�}�v�•���š�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v��

Newcastle Art Gallery Redevelopment

Lord Mayor John Tate, Ms Sharon Grierson MP, Mr Simon Crean MP and Mr Ron Ramsey at the 
announcement of the $7 million funding for the Redevelopment.

Below Redevelopment plans, North elevation to Laman Street.

Membership of the Newcastle 
Art Gallery Foundation

Immediately before the recent Annual 
General Meeting, an Extraordinary 
Meeting was held where the following 
membership structure was endorsed:

Governor Level
A person or entity who donates to the 
Company not less than $100,000

Trustee Level
A person or entity who donates to the 
Company not less than $15,000

Fellow Level
A person or entity who donates to the 
Company not less than $5,000

General Member
A person or entity who donates not 
less than $500

'Company' in this instance means the 
Newcastle Art Gallery Foundation
ACN 001 547 968.
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the outcome will be outstanding as both a working art gallery and major public building for the city.  

for a future of invigorated support of the 
Gallery as it undergoes redevelopment.

�D���Œ�l���^�š���‰�Z���v�•
November 2011

Meanwhile at home she chaired the 
Visual Arts Board of Australia, the NGA 
Founding Donors campaign and the 
���µ�•�š�Œ���o�]���v�����Æ�Z�]���]�Ÿ�}�v���d�}�µ�Œ�]�v�P�����P���v���Ç�X

�,���Œ���P�]�L�•���š�}���š�Z�����E���Á�����•�š�o�����'���o�o���Œ�Ç���}�À���Œ��
the years culminated in September 
�î�ì�ì�õ���Á�]�š�Z�������(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ���ð�î���Á�}�Œ�l�•�X���d�Z�]�•��
�]�v���o�µ���������:�}�Z�v���K�o�•���v�[�•���u���P�v�]�.�����v�š��
ceiling triptych which she had 
���}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�������ð�ñ���Ç�����Œ�•�������Œ�o�]���Œ���(�}�Œ���Z���Œ��
own dining room. 

���š���š�Z�������µ���Ÿ�}�v���}�(���Z���Œ�����•�š���š�����Z���o�����}�v���ó��
�E�}�À���u�����Œ���î�ì�í�í�����š�����'�E�^�t�U���Z���Œ���o���P�����Ç��
�š�}���š�Z�������Œ�Ÿ�•�š�•���•�Z�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���������}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�����U��
�Á�]�š�Z���}�À���Œ���ð�ì���v���Á�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š�����µ���Ÿ�}�v���Œ�����}�Œ���•��
being established.

�d�Z�}�•�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���u���u�����Œ�•���Á�Z�}��
visited Ann’s home in September 
2010, will remember the warm 
welcome she extended to a busload of 
Novocastrians, in spite of her recent 
�Z�}�•�‰�]�š���o�]�•���Ÿ�}�v�U�����•���Á���o�o�����•���š�Z�������u���Ì�]�v�P��
���}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v���}�(�����Œ�š���}�v�����]�•�‰�o���Ç�X

Robert Henderson

Tribute to Ann Lewis AO 
(1934-2011) 

In May this year the Newcastle 
Art Gallery lost a great friend and 
generous patron, and a valued 
�d�Œ�µ�•�š�������}�(���š�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v�U���š�}�������v�����Œ�X
Ann Lewis had been an integral 
part of the Sydney art scene since 
�í�õ�ò�ï���Á�Z���v���•�Z�����‰���Œ�š�v���Œ�������Á�]�š�Z���D���Æ��
Hutchinson to bring his avant-garde 
Gallery A to Sydney from Melbourne. 

Tribute to Margaret Olley 
AC (1923-2011)

Australian art is the poorer for the 
�������š�Z���]�v���:�µ�o�Ç���š�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ���}�(�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š�����v����
�E���Ÿ�}�v���o���d�Œ�����•�µ�Œ���U���D���Œ�P���Œ���š���K�o�o���Ç�X���/�š��
�]�•�����]�8���µ�o�š���š�}�����À���o�µ���š�����š�Z�����(�µ�o�o���Œ���v�P����
�}�(���Z���Œ���]�v�G�µ���v���������v���������Z�]���À���u���v�š�U��
both to the art world and the wider 
community.

�K�o�o���Ç���Á���•�����v�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š���Á�Z�}���Œ���u���]�v�������š�Œ�µ����
�š�}���Z���Œ���}�Á�v�����Œ�Ÿ�•�Ÿ�����À�]�•�]�}�v�U���]�P�v�}�Œ�]�v�P��
�š�Œ���v���•�����v�����•�Z�]�L�•���]�v���š�Z�����u���Œ�l���š���‰�o�������X��
She became a highly successful 
���Œ�Ÿ�•�š�����v���U���Á�]�š�Z���•�Z�Œ���Á�����Œ�����o�����•�š���š����
investments which prospered, she was 
able to set up the Margaret Hannah 
Olley Trust. This trust was devoted 
to purchasing works of art for major 
�‰�µ���o�]�������}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�•�X

Involvement with Newcastle came 
�����}�µ�š���]�v���í�õ�ò�ð���Á�]�š�Z�����v���]�v�À�]�š���Ÿ�}�v���(�Œ�}�u��
gallery owner, the late Anne von 
Bertouch, to exhibit in Newcastle. In 
�í�õ�ò�ñ���D���Œ�P���Œ���š���š�}�}�l���µ�‰���š�Z�����]�v�À�]�š���Ÿ�}�v��
to paint Newcastle. Landmark 
buildings, harbour views, as well as 
�•�Ÿ�o�o���o�]�(�����‰���]�v�Ÿ�v�P�•���Á���Œ�������Æ�Z�]���]�š�����X���^�Z����
�‰�Œ�}�v�}�µ�v���������E���Á�����•�š�o�����–���v�����u�]�v���v�š�o�Ç��
�‰���]�v�š�����o�������]�š�Ç�–�����v�������}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�������š�}���‰���]�v�š��
the landscape from her Church street 
home and her outdoor studio, the 
Newcastle Obelisk.

�D���Œ�P���Œ���š���u���]�v�š���]�v�������Z���Œ�����}�v�v�����Ÿ�}�v��
with Newcastle up to her death this 
�Ç�����Œ�X���,���Œ���u���v�š�}�Œ�]�v�P���}�(���Ç�}�µ�v�P�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š�•���]�•��
well documented. Purchases of work 
���Ç���š�Z���•�������u���Œ�P�]�v�P�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š�•�U���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P��
Cressida Campbell, Ben Quilty and 
�&���]�Œ�o�]�����<�]�v�P�•�š�}�v�U���Á���Œ�����P�]�L�������š�}���u���v�Ç��
�‰�µ���o�]�������}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�•�U���]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���E���Á�����•�š�o���X��

�d�Z�����•�]�P�v�]�.�����v�š���Œ�}�o�����}�(���'���o�o���Œ�Ç�������]�v��
the development of abstract art in 
Australia was well illustrated during the 
�E���Á�����•�š�o�����'���o�o���Œ�Ç�[�•���î�ì�ì�õ�����Æ�Z�]���]�Ÿ�}�v�X

���v���]�v�����(���Ÿ�P�����o�������}�o�o�����š�}�Œ�����v����
�•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Œ���}�(�����u���Œ�P�]�v�P�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š�•�U���•�Z����
�������������]�v�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�}�v���o�����Œ�š�����u�����•�•�����}�Œ��
to her CV when appointed in 1972 to 
�š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�}�v���o�����}�µ�v���]�o���}�(���D�}�D���U��
�������}�u�]�v�P���]�š�•���s�]�����r�‰�Œ���•�]�����v�š���]�v���í�õ�õ�ï�X��
She twice served as Australian 
Commissioner of the Venice Biennale.

John Olsen The sea sun of 5 bells 1964
Oil on gesso on board
Gift of Ann Lewis AO 2011
Newcastle Art Gallery Collection

Christmas Shopping 
�/�(���Ç�}�µ���Œ�µ�v���•�Z�}�Œ�š���}�(�����Z�Œ�]�•�š�u���•���P�]�L�•�U�����}�v�•�]�����Œ�������u���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰���š�}���š�Z�����&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v���r�����v�����v���µ�Œ�]�v�P���o���P�����Ç�X

Margaret Olley sketching in Newcastle, 1965.

They represent a permanent memorial 
to her vision and generosity.

Her life was rich and diverse, full of 
�‰���•�•�]�}�v�U���‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•�������v�������Œ�Ÿ�•�Ÿ�����]�v�š���P�Œ�]�š�Ç�X��
���v���]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���Ÿ�}�v���š�}�����o�o�����v�����•�}�Œ���o�Ç���u�]�•�•�����X
Vale.

Gael Davies


