
STOCKTON WORKS UPDATE DECEMBER 2020

BEACH ACCESS
In the lead up to the holiday period, we are continuing to monitor and repair as many accessways as possible to keep 

everyone safe and provide access to the beach. 

Meredith Street: OPEN. This dune accessway is open. 
Please follow the path to protect growing vegetation in 
the area. This growth is essential in stabilising the dune.  

Barrie Crescent Reserve: OPEN. New safety fencing 
has been installed following the storms on Monday 16 
November. 

Hereford Street to Pembroke Street: OPEN. At ‘The Pines’ 
end of the car park two accessways are open, with minor 
repairs made as needed. 

Lexies: OPEN. This accessway is clear and will continue to 
receive sand as needed. Please stay on the designated 
path to keep safe and protect the dunes. 

Little Beach accessway: OPEN. This accessway was also 
damaged during the storms on Monday 16 November and 
needs additional repair. It remains open and will continue 
to be monitored. After heavy rain, further repair works have 
also been carried out on the Little Beach accessway at 
the King Street car park following heavy rain.  

Stockton Beach from King Street: CLOSED. Planning is 
underway for a new temporary access at King Street for 
the upcoming summer season to ensure there is safe and 
reliable beach access. Until this is in place there is still no 
access from the northern breakwater, and safety signage 
and barricades are in place. This will be inspected and 
maintained until breakwater repairs are complete. Please 
do not access the beach from the northern breakwater 
and use the Lexies access instead. 

Stone Street, at the north end of Mitchell Street seawall: 
CLOSED. This access is not safe and is closed. Please 
follow the directional signage as submerged objects 
including tank traps are present. Repair works are 
scheduled in December to remove the tank traps and 
temporarily reopen the accessway before protection works 
begin in January 2021. 

Mitchell Street seawall stair ways: CLOSED. Sand levels 
are not high enough to open any of the three stairways. 
Recent rain has further eroded the most northerly stairway 
and an extended exclusion zone is now in place. 

Works are weather permitting. For more information and rolling updates visit www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/stockton-works 

Please note that the ongoing use of closed accessways is 

damaging the emergency works that are protecting the 

coastline, so please follow the direction of signage.

Photo: The third spring sand scraping sand movement campaign was a 
success on Friday 13 November.
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Dalby Oval: Works will soon get underway to remove 
temporary fencing at Dalby Oval and reinstate dune 
fencing. This will happen when the grass has recovered.

Sand Nourishment: Planning is underway to arrange sand 
for the initial nourishment campaign and to complete 
necessary approvals. We are continuing to review and 
improve the draft Sand Management Guideline, that will 
allow us to be agile in approving sand opportunities as 
they arise. We are monitoring Stockton Beach by drone on 
a regular basis to record sand movement on the beach. 
The third spring sand scraping campaign (relocating 
sand on the beach) has been completed on the southern 
beach between the Lexies beach accessway and the 
northern breakwater. The next scraping campaign is 
planned for early next year.

Hunter River: Fencing has been removed and there is now 
access to the parkland along Fullerton Street at the site 
of the river wall restoration works. Please be mindful of the 
newly established vegetation when using the pathway.

King Street - Northern Breakwater: We have a design 
agreement with the Port of Newcastle for the repairs of 
the eroded north face of the Northern Breakwater (off 
King Street) near the beach. These works will repair critical 
Port of Newcastle access, and provide a foundation 
for us to reinstate beach access to the southern end of 
Stockton Beach. Current beach pedestrian and vehicle 
access is closed until the repair works are completed. 
This also means commercial fishers will be using the 
most southerly accessway to Little Beach, via Pitt Street 
Reserve. Please be cautious if you are using the shared 
pathway and/or Reserve.

Barrie Crescent: Planning, approvals, and logistics to 
improve the protection of emergency works at Barrie 
Crescent is underway with NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment. We anticipate that preparation 
works will start in December at the Ballast Ground, off 
Monmouth Street. This project will provide protection until 
mass sand nourishment is achieved.                                           

Implementation of the Stockton CMP: Investigations 
and design procurement is also underway for buried 
terminal protection structures, to protect priority assets 
at the following locations:                                                    • 
• Extension to the southern end of the Mitchell Street 
seawall, to protect Mitchell Street and nearby assets. 
Traffic changes will remain in place until the works are 
completed (estimated six months from start of works).                                                                 
• Extension to the southern end of the SLSC seawall 
at Lexies, to protect assets and open space, 
and reinstate more permanent beach access.                                                                              
• Extension to the northern end of the SLSC seawall at 
Dalby Oval, to protect open space, utilities and assets. No 
current beach pedestrian and vehicle access is permitted 
here until works are complete.  

In late September, we requested State Government grant 
funds for these current significant emergency coastal 
works, now eligible with the State Government’s approval 
of the Stockton Coastal Management Program (CMP). 
Further applications will be developed in line with the 
Stockton CMP works program. We are continuing to work 
with the State Government to progress these grant claims 
to ensure eligible funding is available for priority works at 
Stockton as part of the CMP.  

Stockton Coastal Management Program 2021 
Development Update: Next year City of Newcastle, in 
consultation with stakeholders, will update the Stockton 
CMP to include coastal management options for the 
area of the beach north of Meredith Street to the Port 
Stephens Local Government Area boundary. The Stockton 
CMP 2021 key actions will complement the mass sand 
nourishment proposed for Stockton Beach and will 
be assessed in terms of their economic and technical 
feasibility, and in agreement on a suitable strategy from 
all affected northern landholders. The actions outlined in 
the Stockton Coastal Management Program 2020 will not 
change and will be incorporated into the Stockton CMP 
2021.

WORKS UPDATE

City of Newcastle requests all residents and visitors be 
aware of changed conditions and follow signage and 
the instructions of authorities.  

Photo: Repairs have been completed at the Little Beach accessway off 
the King Street carpark.


