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1 Introduction 
All NSW local councils are required to prepare and publish a Local Strategic Planning 

Statement (LSPS), their 20-year vision for land-use in the local area. The Hunter Regional 

Plan 2036 identifies Newcastle as at the centre of Greater Newcastle, the largest regional 

centre in NSW and the economic service and administrative centre for the region.  

The Department of Planning Industry and Environment (DPIE) encourages councils to consult 

as needed throughout the development of the LSPS to establish the community’s vision and 

priorities 

CN has recently undertaken the development of the Newcastle 2030 Community Strategic 

Plan (CSP), which captured much of the community’s overarching vision and priorities. As 

such, LSPS engagement was approached as a further opportunity to focus more closely on 

strategic land use planning whilst maintaining alignment with the CSP.  

On a more detailed level, Section 3.9(2) (2) of the EP&A Act requires a council’s LSPS to 

include or identify the planning priorities for the area that are consistent with council’s CSP 

and the actions required for achieving these planning priorities. 

A LSPS is intended to identify: 

• The 20-year vision for land use in the local area  

• The special characteristics which contribute to local identity  

• Shared community values to be maintained and enhanced  

• How growth and change will be managed into the future. 

1.1 Consultation aims 

A comprehensive community consultation program was undertaken between the 8 August 

2019 and 11 September 2019. The aim was to raise awareness of CN’s requirement to 

develop an LSPS, gain data on the City’s housing trends and needs and obtain community 

sentiment on land use planning matters such as: 

• Identifying local areas strengths and potential  

• Understand what is valued in your local areas  

• CN’s assumptions of local areas strengths and potential – alignment with State plans 

• CN’s LSPS Guiding Principles e.g. Place, Built Form, Land Use, Landscape, Housing 

• Our 20-year land use vision (building upon the 10-year CSP) 

• CN’s proposed planning priorities, actions, approached to implementation. 

1.2 Consultation activities 

The first phase of Vision setting consultation was held in August/September 2019, and 
included: 

• City of Newcastle’s website online survey and consultation 

• Drop-in sessions at local events and libraries 

• School colouring in competition 

• Targeted group discussions with key stakeholders, including two staff workshops held 

with Council on the LSPS in March 2019 and October 2019 and by DPIE in September 

2019. 
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Phase 2 of the consultation will see the draft LSPS on Public Exhibition in February 2020, with 
the final LSPS to be adopted by Council prior to end June 2020. 
 

1.3 Direct Submissions 

A total of eleven direct submissions were received during the engagement period. These 

submissions raised issues including the impacts of medium density development on local 

character and traffic in local streets and a request to reduce the minimum lot size of 

environmental zoned land at Black Hill.  
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2 Communication and promotion 
The Community Engagement Team promoted the LSPS for consultation to the local 

community and stakeholders, through a variety of channels. 

In order to reach the greatest amount of people, with a range of ages and involvement, a 

comprehensive communications plan targeting the various demographics was undertaken. 

Multiple communication tools were utilised, as detailed below.  

2.1 Have Your Say webpages 

• Have your say web page and ‘Big Picture’ Planning Kids Say 

 

 

 

 

• Social Pinpoint web page 

This tool allowed us to ask the following 
questions: 

o What is a great place? 
o What is a great street? 
o Where is a great neighbourhood? 
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• Ethelo survey online tool –deliberative decision-making tool 

  

 

 

 

2.2 Postcard, poster and summary booklet 

An eight-page summary booklet was produced to summarise key aspects around land use 

planning and local character for Newcastle. A poster was also circulated throughout the LGA. 

Postcard (400 printed) 
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8-page folded colour A5 booklet (100 copies printed and available online) 

 
 

2.5 Face-to-face engagement  

A series of community engagement activities occurred: 

• Wallsend Winter Fair: Sunday 11 August 2019 9.30am to 3pm 

• TAFE at Tighes Hill: Wednesday 14 August 2019 1pm to 4pm 

• Newcastle Pride Fair: Saturday 24 August 2019 11am to 1pm 

• University of Newcastle NEWspace: Wednesday 4 September 2019 10am to 12 noon 

• Newcastle Library Laman Street: Wednesday 4 September 2019 5pm to 7pm 

• Olive Tree Markets and CN Library Laman Street: Saturday 7 September 2019 10am 
to 1pm 
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 2.6 Social media 

• Posts on the CN Facebook Page received a total of: 

o 17 likes  

o 3 shares 

o 1 comment 

28 August 2019 9 September 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

• Posts in the Have Your Say Facebook Group received at total of: 

o 43 likes  

o 21 shares 

o 95 Comments 

August 11 2019 August 12 2019 
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August 16 2019 August 24 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

9 September 2019 
 

 
 

2.8 Advertising 

Advertising was placed in the Newcastle Herald and Newcastle Weekly. 
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2.9 Internal communications 

Staff we informed of the engagement through an article in the CN internal “all staff” electronic 

newsletter – Novo News. Posters were also placed throughout the two main CN administrative 

buildings.  
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3 Online feedback 
The online survey was launched in August using Ethelo software and Social Pinpoint. 

Links to the feedback tools were published on the Have Your Say website, with recorded 

1838-page visits between the 8 August and 11 September 2019 

Submissions methods was via online survey using the Ethelo platform (491) and comments 

via the Social Pinpoint ideas wall (172). Graphical responses from children were also collected 

(58). 

Overall the submission across each method were in alignment and expressed strong support 

of the strategy and interest in being part of the strategy’s future development. The 

submissions also provided feedback on specific elements of activity within the plan. 

The pages that follow include the analysis of data obtained via the following data capture 

methods. 

Survey data via Ethelo 

• The survey distributed via Ethelo comprised of a series of quantitative and qualitative 

questions focussing the following areas: 

o Demographics  

o Land use  

o Precincts  

o Vision.  

Data via Social Point 

• This tool captured participant sentiment and feedback centred around the following 

categories 

o Where is a great street? 

o Where is a great Neighbourhood? 

o Where is a great place?  

Data via the Kids Say wall 

• Graphical responses from local children were collected with a variety of themes that 

strongly align with themes identified from the qualitative feedback for the Vision of 

Newcastle. 
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3.1 Ethelo survey feedback 

In total there were 491 respondents, with 424 respondents reporting to live in the Newcastle 

LGA. A total of 39 respondents indicated that they live in Lake Macquarie LGA. The remaining 

respondents live within the Hunter area / Central Coast / elsewhere in NSW / interstate or 

overseas. 

It is important to note that participants had the ability to skip demographic questions. 

3.1.1 Demographics  

• Age 

The survey showed that (n) 481 participants responded to this question. The highest number 

of participants (n) 73 (15%) indicated that they belonged to the 16 – 19 age group. 

Figure 1: Age demographics 

 

• Gender 

The survey showed that (n) 480 participants responded to this question. The highest level of 

participation was from people identifying as female, with (n) 248 responses (52%). 

Figure 2: Gender demographics 
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• Geographical location (Newcastle LGA) 

Respondents who live within the Newcastle LGA were asked to indicate the Ward in which 

they reside - (n) 431 users responded, with (n) 208 respondents (48%) identifying Ward 1 as 

their location of residence. 

Figure 3: Responses by Ward 

 

Ward 1 includes the following suburbs: 

Carrington, Cooks Hill, Bar Beach, Fern Bay, Islington, Kooragang, Maryville, Mayfield, 

Mayfield East, Newcastle, Newcastle East, Newcastle West, Stockton, the Hill, Tighes Hill, 

Warabrook, Wickham. 

• Accommodation 

Participants were asked to identify the type of dwelling the live in. (n) 477 users responded, 

with (n) 335 users (70%) indicating that they live in a single detached house.  

Figure 4: Dwelling types 
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3.1.2 Land use  

Participants were asked to feedback via a five-point scale, presented for each land use 

category within the survey. The categories included: 

• Economy 

• Environment 

• Transport 

• Housing 

It was a not a requirement for participants to answer all questions, as indicated by the varying 

level of votes for the four categories in the following table. 

Table 1: Quantitative findings 

Land use 
category 

Results 

Economy 

• (n) 338 votes in total with (n) 104 open ended comments 
provided. 

• Statement: Allow a greater mix of uses and activities in local 
centres and industrial areas close to homes, to improve the local 
economy. 

• Response: On a scale of 1 (not important) and 5 (very important), 
(n) 194 people (57%) supported the statement. 

Environment 

• (n) 304 total votes with (n) 85 open ended comments provided. 

• Statement: In new developments, provide incentives to create 
more onsite green spaces and energy efficient buildings. 

• Response: On a scale of 1 (not important) and 5 (very important), 
(n) 260 people (85%) supported the statement. 

Transport 

• (n) 294 votes in total with (n) 117 open ended comments 
provided. 

• Statement: A transport system and built environment that enables 
walking, cycling and public transport. 

• Response: On a scale of 1 (not important) and 5 (very important), 
(n) 263 people (89%) supported the statement.    

Housing 

• (n) 289 votes in total with (n) 94 open ended comments provided. 

• Statement: More variety of housing types and sizes close to 
transport, jobs and services. 

• Response: On a scale of 1 (not important) and 5 (very important), 
(n) 186 people (64%) said they support the statement. 

 

Participants were also able to provide a written comment for each land use category, with a 

total of 400 open ended comments received. Transport received the highest number of 

comments (117), followed by Economy (104), Housing (94) and Environment (85). A sample 

of comments from each category are shown below. All raw open-ended feedback for each 

land use category can be found in Appendix 1: Land use qualitative data. 
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Table 2: Land use open-ended responses 

Category Number of open-ended responses 

Transport 117 

“Cycle lane safety in Newcastle is horrendous. Designated cycle lanes should be 
employed throughout the city. It would reduce the need for parking and promote health of 
the population.” 

“Our community needs integrated, safe, affordable options as different from the private 
vehicle.” 

“Connect the suburbs that aren't within an earshot of rail with easy access to it i.e. a more 
direct route to the Newcastle interchange or Broadmeadow station from Wallsend / 
Jesmond / Fletcher / etc…”  

Economy 104 

“Less cafes, more bars, more playgrounds for kids” 

“More mixed uses desirable with many low impact industries or shops or community uses 
compatible. Also, pocket parks and community gardens, and local neighbourhood shops 
and cafes to provide local social hubs with easy cycle/walking access, with good use of 
street parking.” 

“Relax zoning to have residential or entertainment permissible in industrial zoned land. 
Think about mixing use that compliment day night activation...”  

Housing 94 

“Newcastle's housing currently lacks diversity in terms of catering to changing 
demographics, desires, socio-economic positions, and sustainable choices.” 

“Open spaces near housing should be a priority. Not more ground level cafes.” 

“Newcastle needs to take a careful approach to high-rise development in the city…” 

Environment 85 

“Solar panel driven energy, green roof tops, community gardens, energy efficient rating of 
buildings becoming more transparent. Requesting accountability of business to share their 
efficiency and own incentives and creating rewards for the most successful.” 

“On site green and energy efficiency is good but also opportunity for development to 
contribute to generous street tree planting or planting in local pocket parks.” 

“Plan more green spaces, parks would be great with more gardens like civic park has.” 

Total comments 400 
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3.1.3 Precincts  

Four statements were posed to the participants, asking them to gauge the level of important of 

maintaining local character and the impact of development and housing needs on the area 

and its local character. The questions were asked in relation to the following 10 precincts: 

1. Broadmeadow Catalyst Area 

2. Beresfield / Tarro 

3. Inner North - West 

4. Inner South - East 

5. Kotara Catalyst Area 

6. Middle North Suburbs 

7. Middle Suburbs 

8. Newcastle City 

9. New suburbs 

10. Outer Suburbs 

A full breakdown of sentiment by precinct is available in in Appendix 2: Precincts quantitative 

data. 

It is important to note that participants were not restricted to only commenting on their precinct 

of residence and could submit a response relating to any of the precincts within the LGA. 

Participants also had the ability to skip the questions relating to precincts in the survey. These 

factors are reflected in the varying response totals from the 491 participants, shown in the 

figures below. 

The first statement posed was ‘The local character of my neighbourhood is something that 

needs to be maintained.’ 

A total of 1424 responses were received across the 10 precincts. In the data, 61% (864) of 

responses were in favour of the statement, either agreeing or strongly agreeing with what had 

been posed.  

Figure 5: The local character of my neighbourhood needs to be maintained 

 

 

470 (33%)

394 (28%)

390 (27%)

97 (7%)

74 (5%)

All precincts

Strongly Agree Agree Neither Agree or Disagree Disagree Stongly Disagree
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The table below shows the number of responses received per precinct that either agreed or 

strongly agreed with the statement. 

Table 3: Precinct data - the local character of my neighbourhood is something that needs to be maintained 

Precinct # Strongly Agree # Agree 
Total # responses 

in favour 

Newcastle City 108 68 176 

Inner North-West 79 63 142 

Inner South-East  78 49 127 

Kotara Catalyst Area 35 40 75 

Broadmeadow Catalyst 
Area 

33 34 67 

Middle Suburbs 41 39 80 

Middle North Suburbs 38 40 78 

Outer Suburbs 23 25 48 

New Suburbs 22 21 43 

Beresfield / Tarro 13 15 28 

Total     864 

 

The second statement posed was ‘New development maintains or improves the local 

character of my neighbourhood.’ 

A total of 1411 responses were received across the 10 precincts. In the data, a total of 36% 

(504) of the responses either agreed or strongly agreed with the statement. Almost the same 

number of responses (34%) neither agreed nor disagreed with the statement, as shown in the 

pie chart below. 
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Figure 6: New development maintains or improves the local character of my neighbourhood 

 

The table below shows the number of responses received per precinct that either agreed or 

strongly agreed with the statement. 

Table 4: Precinct data - new development maintains or improves the local character of my neighbourhood 

Precinct # Strongly Agree # Agree 
Total # responses 

in favour 

Newcastle City 20 58 78 

Inner North-West 19 53 72 

Inner South-East  21 44 65 

Kotara Catalyst Area 14 33 47 

Broadmeadow Catalyst 
Area 

16 31 47 

Middle Suburbs 12 36 48 

Middle North Suburbs 15 34 49 

Outer Suburbs 9 26 35 

New Suburbs 15 18 33 

Beresfield / Tarro 13 17 30 

Total   504 

154 (11%)

350 (25%)

484 (34%)

220 (16%)

203 (14%)

All Precincts

Strongly Agree Agree Neither Agree or Disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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The third statement asked in the survey was: ‘Thinking about the city's future housing needs, 

tick the boxes to indicate the types of housing you would like to see in your neighbourhood (in 

addition to single dwellings).’ 

Of the 3571 suggestions received across the 10 precincts, the data showed the top three 

housing choices as townhouse and terrace houses (22%), dual occupancy houses (20%) and 

villas (17%). 

Figure 7: The types of housing you would like to see in your neighbourhood 

 

In Newcastle City and Inner-City Precincts, the data showed a strong preference towards 

townhouses and terraces (n= 352) followed by dual occupancy housing (n= 268). 

 Figure 8: Newcastle City and Inner-City Precinct preferences – housing types 

 

*Figure does not include Don’t know (n= 68) 
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The same preferences for housing could also be seen in the remaining precincts, leaning 

towards townhouses and terraces (n= 450) followed by dual occupancy housing (n= 434). 

Figure 9: Remaining precincts preferences – housing types 

 

*Figure does not include Don’t know (n= 185) 

The fourth question posed in the survey was: ‘Which of the following development features 

would best achieve the desired character in your neighbourhood? Indicate what you think are 

the most important features of a new development.’ 

A total of 5662 suggestions were received. Overall, the data showed a preference towards 

street trees being retained or replanted (18%) and providing green space onsite (16%) as the 

most important features. 

Figure 10: The most important features of a new development to maintain local character 
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In Newcastle City and Inner-City Precincts, the data showed a strong preference towards 

street trees being retained or replanted (n= 435). This was followed by green space on site 

(n= 382) and the scale and height of buildings (n= 372).  

Figure 11: Newcastle City and Inner-City Precinct preferences – important features of a new development 

 

*Figure does not include Don’t know (n= 34) 

The remaining precincts saw a similar preference for street trees being retained or replanted 

(n= 566), followed by green space on site (n= 495) and existing trees onsite being retained (n= 

465).  

Figure 12: Remaining precincts preferences – important features of a new development 

 

*Figure does not include Don’t know (n= 131) 
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Qualitative comments were also captured relating to the local character, as illustrated by the 

following sample of feedback. A full list of precinct specific data in relation to these statements 

can be found in Appendix 1: Land use qualitative data. 

Table 5: sample of local character qualitative feedback – land use 

Sample of quotes on local character 

“Preserve and improve beaches, parks and Glenrock. Its important access to these areas 
and connectivity between these areas and the city is improved. Better pathways for bikes 
and strollers, more pedestrian crossing that focus on people rather than cars. As for local 
character, it is important to not overregulate temporary events and it is vital the draconian 
lock out laws and night time trading restrictions are lifted. The city cannot pander to new 
residents who are expecting suburban amenity in the middle of the countries 6th largest city. 
We cannot retain young talented people without a vibrant night time economy. Nice beaches 
are not enough!” 

“I think the industrial heritage of this town is a key part of what makes it unique and it should 
continue to be preserved and re-purposed through development, such as Honeysuckle 
Precinct.  The distinct coastline of Newcastle is also unique and should continue to be 
maintained and developed to provide greater public access, such as the coastal walk.  I 
believe cycleways are important and should continue to be incorporated into all future 
works.  Cycling for leisure but also cycling for commuting should be safe for all and given 
importance.” 

“We are custodians of a beautiful city and development needs to bring long term benefits, 
not the short-term gains for a small minority. Green space needs to be protected and so 
does our heritage. We should protect the distinctive characteristics of inner-city suburbs like 
Cooks Hill, the Hill, Newcastle East, Islington, Maryville and Tighes Hill. Accessibility needs 
to be enhanced - this has been systematically reduced through developments such as 
truncation of the rail line and the loss of public change facilities for young people at Nobbys 
Beach. We should not privatise our public assets.” 

“Newcastle is an outdoors town - let's invest in existing and new green space, such as the 
fabulous Blackbutt Reserve/ Richley Reserve” 

“Preservation and subsidy of local green spaces and historical buildings to retain character 
and history of Newcastle.” 

“The wealth of historic buildings that contribute significantly to the character of the city.” 

“Clean harbour, foreshore beaches and streetscape of inner-city Newcastle. with as much 
green as possible but we also need to revitalise the retail centre of Hunter St. Hunter St 
needs a lot of incentives to bring people back after the devastating effect of the light rail 
construction. Hunter St needs see pedestrian traffic again, shops are closing down. 
Newcastle people have forgotten to return to the street after the Light rail construction and 
now parking problems.” 
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3.1.4 Vision  

There were 241 open-ended responses to the following Vision question: 

“Which natural or built features are important to keep or enhance, and what local character is 

important to keep?” 

These comments were analysed to determine key themes (below). The bar chart below 

represents the qualities that are most important to the local character of Newcastle, with 

‘landscape and scenery’ (n = 164) being the most popular characteristic mentioned. 

Figure 13: Vision qualitative data themes 

 

All raw open-ended feedback for each land use category can be found in Appendix 3: Vision 

qualitative data. 
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3.2 Social Pinpoint feedback 

3.2.1 Summary of responses 

Between 19 June – 23 July 2019, over 170 comments were pinned to the map by participants 

to share what they think is a great place, street and neighbourhood within the City of 

Newcastle, as seen in the table below. 

Table 6: Qualitative feedback totals 

Category totals 

Where is a great place? 109 

Where is a great street?  32 

Where is a great neighbourhood? 31 

Total  172 

Responses received from participants commenting on specific precincts is illustrated in the 

table below. Inner South-East Precinct received the most comments (49) closely followed by 

the Inner North-West precinct (48). Broadmeadow Catalyst Area, Beresfield/Tarro and New 

Suburbs were not mentioned in the data. 

Table 7: Qualitative feedback totals by precinct 

Precinct 
Where is a 
great place? 

Where is a 
great street? 

Where is a great 
neighbourhood? 

Total comments 
by precinct 

Inner North - West 35 6 12 53 

Inner South - East 23 10 10 43 

Newcastle City 22 13 3 38 

Middle Suburbs 18 2 6 26 

Outer Suburbs 10 1 - 11 

Kotara Catalyst Area 1 - - 1 

Middle North Suburbs - - - - 

Broadmeadow Catalyst Area - - - - 

Beresfield / Tarro - - - - 

New suburbs - - - - 

 

All raw data captured is available in Appendix 4: Social Pinpoint qualitative data.  
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3.2.2 Qualitative data – where is a great neighbourhood?  

The following qualitative data relates only to the precincts that received comment, as outlined 

by the pie chart below. The Inner North-West Precinct received the highest number of 

comments in the data (39%) 

Figure 14: Where is a great neighbourhood? 

 

• Aspects that make a great neighbourhood 

31 comments were received relating to the aspects that make a great neighbourhood. The 

theme of community mindedness appeared 31 times throughout the data. This was followed 

by proximity/access to nature (9), access to services and facilities (5), walkable/good foot 

traffic (5), small low-rise buildings (village feel) (4) and cafes/restaurants (4).  

Figure 15: Aspects of a great neighbourhood 

 

Other features that emerged from the data as making a neighbourhood great, were: 

• Proximity to CBD • Leafy streets 

• Cycleways • Employment opportunities 

• Beautiful views • Medium density housing 

• Access to childcare / schools • Wide streets 

• Good shopping / mix of shops • Opportunities for small business growth 

• Unique and appealing character • Preservation of green spaces  

Inner South-East
32%

Inner North-West
39%

Newcastle City
10%

Middle Suburbs
19%

Total Comments by Precinct
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Community mindedness / friendly

Proximity / access to nature

Access to services / facilities

Walkable / good foot traffic

Small, low rise buildings (village feel)

Cafes / restaurants

Aspects of a great neighbourhood
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• Good range of sports activities  • Mix of buildings/architecture 

• Markets • Low level traffic 

• Streets are well maintained / enhanced • Environmentally conscious 

• Well serviced by public transport • Heritage buildings 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

There were a handful of comments offering feedback on the aspects that detract from making 

the neighbourhood they had specified. These are illustrated below: 

“The preservation of the Cooks Hill Heritage Conservation Area, although decimated in recent 
years through inappropriate development, has created the village of Cooks Hill.”   

 

“Key threats are the beach erosion, pollution from industry of Kooragang Island and over 
development and loss of open space.” 

 

“Tighes Hill has a strong sense of community identity, reflected and reinforced in its local 
character. Unfortunately, some recent developments don't reflect this local character…” 

 

“Great neighbours, beautiful area, trees. As long as there's not more high rises, not more fast 
traffic caused by council opening roads, no more trees to be killed.” 

 

“New Lambton Heights is a great neighbourhood. Friendly neighbours and good 
communication between neighbours.  It would be better if the cars the speed through there 
and crash their tailers etc over the speed humps were more considerate of the noise they 
made and realise that people are live there too!” 

 

“I love paying $4 an hour for parking in Newcastle.” 
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3.2.3 Qualitative data – where is a great street?  

The following qualitative data relates only to the precincts that received comment, as outlined 

by the pie chart below. Newcastle City Precinct received the highest number of comments in 

the data (41%). 

Figure 16: Where is a great street? 

 

Specific areas that were named as a great street in the data include: 

• Phoebe Street, Islington 

• Kings Road, Tighes Hill 

• Maitland Road, Islington 

• Gordon Avenue, Hamilton South 

• Fernleigh Track, Adamstown 

• Beaumont Street, Hamilton 

• Gosford road Adamstown 

• Regent Street, New Lambton 

• Durham Road, Lambton 

• Hunter Street, Newcastle West 

• Darby Street, Cooks Hill 

• Parnell Place, Newcastle East 

• Dumaresq St, Newcastle West  

• Newcastle Mall, Newcastle 
 

• Aspects that make a great street 

A total of 32 comments were received relating to the aspects that make a street great. Having 

a safe and friendly community feel was the main aspect valued (10) followed by access to a 

mix of shops and local businesses (8). Other aspects that followed this were leafy streets (6), 

a unique and appealing character (6) and quieter streets that are family orientated (6).  

Figure 17: Aspects of a great street 
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Other features that emerged from the data as making a street great, were: 

• A lively atmosphere • Heritage buildings 

• Good food options – cafes/restaurants • Access to services / facilities 

• Proximity to nature (parks, beaches etc) • Community gardens 

• Village feel - small low-rise buildings • No over-development 

• Walkable / good foot traffic  • Wide streets 

• Well serviced by public transport 
• Opportunities for small business 

growth 

• Mix of buildings/architecture 
• New development that 

enhances the street 

• Free standing terraces • Blocked off streets 

• Day/night dining options • Sound parking arrangements 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

There were comments made highlighting areas for improvement to specific streets in the LGA. 

A sample of comments from the data feature below:  

“I agree the Fernleigh is fantastic. I love riding it. The facilities at the Belmont end are great - a 
place to picnic or park to start the ride. It would be good if the Adamstown end could be 
extended and provide similar facilities.” 

 

“Fernleigh Track is outstanding. The Park Ave entrance could be improved, along with the 
route from Adamstown Station. Lots of tourists come to see the tunnel. 

 

“Darby Street has lost its 24/7 buzz of years gone by. I'm exaggerating the time, but point is 
that it feels less accessible past 2pm most days, maybe due to more options in competition 
with it.” 

 

“I really feel Darby St could be further enhanced with quality lighting, street furniture and 
sculptures.” 

 

“Gross Street Reserve needs improvements for children to have a safe space to play off the 
streets and for families to enjoy. The Community Garden is a new green space developed by 
hard working residents. We want to make is a welcoming learning space for all to enjoy. I 
would like to see BBQ’s and shaded play equipment like there is in Islington Park.” 

 

The much maligned pedestrian mall actually has a lot of hidden gems - but it seems that a lot 
of the really positive gains leveraged by Renew Newcastle and other ventures have been 
allowed to fade, and have not been supported adequately in the wake of new construction…” 
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3.2.4 Qualitative data – where is a great place?  

109 comments were received relating to specific areas that participants thought was a great 

place. The following qualitative data relates only to the precincts that received comments, as 

outlined by the pie chart below. The Inner North-West Precinct received the highest number of 

comments in the data (32%). 

Figure 18: Where is a great place? 

 

 

3.2.4.1 Inner North-West Precinct 

Stockton Beach was nominated by 6 participants as their favourite place. This was followed by 

the Croatian Club (4), Throsby Creek (5), Stockton (suburb) (3) and Stockton Skate Park and 

Playground (3). 

Figure 19: Top 5 identified places in the Inner North-West Precinct 

 

A full list of places named in the qualitative data for the Inner North-West Precinct can be seen 

in the table below. 

Table 8: Total Inner North-West Precinct feedback on great places 

Suburb Place Count 

Carrington Throsby Creek 1 

Inner North-West
32%

Inner South-East
20%

Middle Suburbs
17%

Broadmedow 
Catalyst Area
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Kotara Catalyst 
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1%

Newcastle City
20%

Outer Suburbs
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Total Comments by Precinct
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Stockton Beach

The Croatian Club
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Stockton Skate Park and Playground

Inner North-West Precinct
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Suburb Place Count 

Islington 

Softy’s Club House Arts Hub  1 

Islington Dog Park  2 

Throsby Creek  1 

Maryville Bike path 1 

Stockton Lexie’s on the Beach 1 

Bike path 1 

Little Beach 1 

Stockton Pool 1 

Stockton Breakwater 1 

Stockton Resort Park 1 

Griffith Park 2 

Stockton Skate Park and playground 3 

Stockton (suburb) 3 

Stockton Beach 6 

Tighes Hill Birdy’s Cafe 1 

Throsby Creek 1 

Tighes Hill (suburb) 2 

Wickham Lass O' Gowrie Hotel 1 

The Croatian club 4 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

There were comments made highlighting areas for improvement to specific areas in the Inner 

North-West Precinct. A sample of comments from the data feature below:  
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“The cycle track around Stockton is a great asset for the community and well used. It would 
be great to extend this around on the beach side of Stockton.” 

 

“Nice revegetated dune area but the wildlife (e.g. birds, native rats) killed by hundreds of 
cats living on the break wall...” 

 

“The Stockton Resort Park is a great place for visitors to the coast and Stockton. It is under 
risk from beach erosion and one of the things people come to the park for namely the beach 
is under threat from beach erosion affecting the amenity.”  

 

3.2.4.2 Inner South-East Precinct  

Dixon park received 3 mentions in the data, followed by equal recognition for Centennial Park 

(2), Pachamama House Community Centre (2), Glenrock reserve (2) and Merewether Ocean 

Baths (2). 

Figure 20: Top 5 identified places in the Inner South-East Precinct 

 

A full list of places named in the qualitative data for the Inner South-East Precinct can be seen 

in the table below. 

Table 9: Inner South-East Precinct data on great places 

Suburb Place Count 

Adamstown Bike paths 1 

Bar Beach Bar Beach Car Park 1 

Cooks Hill Street art on Laman Street 1 

Cooks Hill heritage buildings 1 

Centennial Park 2 

Hamilton Gregson Park Bowling Club 1 
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Dixon Park

Centennial Park
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Glenrock Reserve

Merewether Ocean Baths

Inner South-East Precinct
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Suburb Place Count 

Hamilton East Pachamama House Community Centre 2 

Hamilton South Bike paths 1 

Merewether Gun Club Road 1 

Hickson’s Lookout 1 

Dixon Park 3 

Glenrock Reserve 2 

Merewether Ocean Baths 2 

The Hill The Hill (suburb) 1 

Strzeleki Lookout 1 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

There were comments made highlighting areas for improvement to specific areas in the Inner 

South-East Precinct. A sample of comments from the data feature below:  

"Dixon park is an under-utilised location, although the easterly and westerly winds that rush 
through it can make it difficult to use. First thing to improve would be to have the bindies 
killed and some grass resewn into it, rather than a paddock of green weeds." 

 

“The dog area is brilliant, though maintenance of the area in recognition of its success 
would be nice. The hill is slowly turning into a wall of divots.” 

 

“Glenrock city of Newcastle is the best. More effort is needed to ensure the many activities 
undertaken here do not conflict and are consistent with good environmental practice.” 

 

“Sadly the riding trails are deteriorating rapidly... at three areas I can readily identify; a huge 
surge in MTB growth, old trails that have been improved over time but were not built 
correctly to start with, and the reduction of the legal riding areas several years ago in an 
agreement to gain some support." 
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3.2.4.3 Newcastle City Precinct 

Bike paths within this precinct received 4 mentions in the data, followed by Newcastle (suburb) 

(2).  

Figure 21: Top 2 identified places in the Inner South-East Precinct 

 

The remaining 17 places received 1 comment each and are named in the data below. 

Table 10: Newcastle City Precinct data on great places 

Suburb Place Count 

Newcastle Bathers Way 1 

Curry Street 1 

Victoria Theatre 1 

Regal Cinema 1 

Newcastle University CBD Campus 1 

Olive Tree Markets, Civic Park 1 

Bathers Way 1 

The Station 1 

Shortland Esplanade 1 

Tramway Reserve 1 

Pacific Park 1 

Christchurch Cathedral 1 

Newcastle (suburb) 2 

Newcastle bike paths 3 

Newcastle East Horseshoe Beach 1 

Bike paths 1 

Newcastle West Hunter Street 1 

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5

Bike paths
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Newcastle City Precinct
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Suburb Place Count 

 Umami Bar 1 

 Local Crop greengrocers 1 

 Number 5 Sportsground 1 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

There were comments made highlighting areas for improvement to specific areas in the 

Newcastle City Precinct. A sample of comments from the data feature below.  

“Great park (Pacific Park) but needs more lighting and better walking/cycling pathways.” 

 

“Sadly this (Victoria Theatre) was a much-loved place in Newcastle. The loss of our 
beautiful, old theatre has meant there is not a movie theatre in our CBD. One would think 
that with the new addition of light rail and the push to open up facilities in the city, a movie 
theatre is a massive drawcard.” 

 

3.2.4.4 Middle Suburbs Precinct 

Bike paths within this precinct received 8 mentions in the data, followed by Lambton Park (4) 

and Blackbutt Reserve (2).  

Figure 22: Top 3 identified places in the Inner South-East Precinct 

 

The remaining 4 places named in the data can be seen below. 

 

Table 11: Newcastle City Precinct data on great places 

Suburb Place Count 

Callaghan University of Newcastle Bakehouse 1 
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Bike paths

Lambton Park
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Suburb Place Count 

Newcastle Push Bike Library 1 

Bike paths 4 

Jesmond Jesmond Park disc golf course 1 

Bike paths 1 

Lambton Bike paths 1 

 Lambton park 4 

New Lambton Stadium Precinct 1 

 Bike paths 1 

 Blackbutt Reserve 2 

Waratah Bike paths 1 

 

• Opportunities for improvement 

Minimal comments were made highlighting areas for improvement to specific areas in the 

Middle Suburbs Precinct. The main feedback included can be seen below. 

“The stadium precinct is a great asset to Newcastle. The focus on further development with 
Venues NSW seems to have slowed down but it would be great to see this area linked to 
the light rail network and city centre.” 
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3.2.4.5 Kotara Catalyst Area, Broadmeadow Catalyst Area and Outer Suburbs Precinct 

The response was minimal for Kotara Catalyst Area (1), Broadmedow Catalyst Area (1) with 

the Outer Suburb Precincts receiving 10 comments in total. Hunter Wetlands received 3 

mentions in the data, followed by Wallsend Library (2) and bike paths (2). 

Figure 23: Top 3 identified places in the Inner South-East Precinct 

 

The remaining 4 places named in the data can be seen below.  

Table 12: Kotara Catalyst Area, Broadmeadow Catalyst Area and Outer Suburbs Precinct data on great 
places 

Suburb Place Count 

Kotara 

(Kotara Catalyst Area) 

Bike paths 1 

Hamilton North 

(Broadmeadow Catalyst Area) 

Smith Park Playground 1 

Elermore Vale 

(Outer Suburbs Precinct) 

Bike paths 1 

 

Mayfield 

(Outer Suburbs Precinct) 

Michelle’s on Victoria outdoor 
space 

1 

Shortland 

(Outer Suburbs Precinct) 

Northcott Park 1 

Cook Park 1 

Hunter Wetlands Centre 3 

Wallsend 

(Outer Suburbs Precinct) 

Brickworks Park 1 

Wallsend Library 2 

 

• Aspects that detract from places 

Minimal comments were made highlighting areas for improvement to specific areas in the 

Kotara Catalyst Area and Outer Suburbs Precinct. Feedback included is shown below. 
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“Hope the books stop disappearing from the shelves so we can browse and/or borrow. 
Worried that e books, videos, are taking over.” 

 

3.3 Kids Say wall 

3.3.1 Graphical responses 

Graphical responses from local children were collected, with examples shown below. 

61 responses were received in total, with the following themes being emphasised: 

• Green action and sustainability through technology / innovation / behavioural / 

infrastructure changes 

• Enjoyment of outdoor spaces / sport / recreation 

• Preservation of outdoor spaces, nature and wildlife 

• Affordable housing  

• Social inclusivity and access  

• Public transport linking suburbs 

• Increased jobs / remote working 

• Clean streets and public areas 

• Shops / cafes / lifestyle. 

These themes strongly align with the themes identified from the qualitative feedback regarding 

the Vision for Newcastle.  

Figure 24: Kids wall feedback sample 
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5 Summary and next steps 
In summary, the key issues identified through the engagement process are: 

• Our community highly value: 

o The sense of community and opportunities for people to connect and engage in 

their streets and neighbourhoods 

o Special places centred on our natural environment and open space areas such as 

Bathers Way and Blackbutt Reserve 

o Our heritage and local character of different suburbs. 

• Traffic in local streets and the loss of trees and gardens arising from medium and high-

density housing developments is a concern. 

• People would choose to use active and public transport more often if there were more safe 

separated cycleways and better public transport. 

• A greener urban environment with more trees and landscaping was consistently identified 

as a need in our neighbourhoods and City Centre. 

Following initial community consultation, under the EP&A Act, a council must exhibit their draft 

LSPS for at least 28 days, publish the draft on their website and advise locations where a hard 

copy can also be viewed. As required by the State, CN must have a final LSPS in place before 

1 July 2020, will be published for feedback on CNs Have Your Say webpage. 
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Appendix 1: Land use qualitative data 

ECONOMY: RAW DATA RESPONSES 

Less cafes, more bars, more playgrounds for kids 

Creating barriers cycle lanes throughout the city to promote safety in a city which is 
currently very unsafe to travel via bike on to reduce congestion and increase activity and 
health with reducing emissions. Increase local community hubs with activity areas, toy or 
box exchange, planter boxes and access to referral information for support and social 
networking. Ensure open spaces of parks are sustained and parking facilities are 
considered in area development 

More uses increase amenity and vibrancy and bolster the economy of Newcastle. It makes 
businesses more viable and makes centres and areas safer to be in (live, work, play). 

more mixed uses desirable with many low impact industries or shops or community uses 
compatible, also pocket parks and community gardens, and local neighbourhood shops 
and cafes to provide local social hubs with easy cycle/walking access, with good use of 
street parking 

Industrial areas should be kept totally separate from residential areas. 

Baked uprising - a hugely popular small business in a trendy inner-city suburb.  That 
should be the model - allow (appropriate) small business to thrive in suburban areas, and 
have more shops and business near homes rather in giant shopping centres (again - 
appropriate to the area) ... 

This question is too broad to answer, and it contains a catch: if we say allow a greater mix, 
we fear what this may mean. Retain the good things: the beaches, the parks, the heritage 
sites in the suburbs and city. 

Rather than a "greater mix" I would support a more complementary mix - not all uses, and 
activities go well together (e.g., the current proximity of massive coal and ammonium 
nitrate stockpiles to residential areas). Perpetuating or increasing such incompatible uses 
in pursuit of a "greater mix" would be a retrograde step. However, we should be creating a 
greater diversity of complementary uses and activities, which reflect, reinforce or improve 
local character and create a more vibrant and resilient community. Newcastle has built 
heritage assets that it has never fully appreciated in the way that a city such as Fremantle 
(for example) has. And while we've made much of our magnificent beaches, we've made 
very little of our amazing wetlands. 

That would seriously depend on the activities that were to be proposed. Difficult to answer 
without knowing. It could work if protective legislation is solid and uncorruptible. 

More music venues, more nightlife, please. Nowhere to eat after 9 and nowhere to shop 
after 10. If we truly want to be a “smart” city then we need to have 24-hour services. 

Increasing parking amenity and free parking would have a much greater effect on bringing 
people into the city ,I have heard from numerous people who live in the suburbs that they’d 
rather shop in the suburbs or go to Warner’s Bay where there is plenty of parking , access 
to restaurants and businesses of various kinds and free parking . 

Relax zoning to have residential or entertainment permissible in industrial zoned land. 
Think about mixing use that compliment day night activation. Warehouse conversions (with 
conditions) and louder music venues would be great for industrial zoned areas. Providing 
not too much employment land was lost. 

The decision to bring Supercars to Newcastle East was made without any consideration 
for the existing land use. A heritage precinct became an event zone without any 
consultation with those who use the land. this is not good planning 

See community study completed in 1997. 
East End & CBD needs to be Cared For! 
Beach walks/swimming /surfing/trees/grasses places to picnic/ crown land for all to provide 
respite from tar macadam , car noise and the jangle of city life: 
/car free street once a month 
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(Rome city does this) restore and cherish heritage buildings/ Newcastle baths /  music 
events which include jazz, opera, classical music not same old modern rap house 
noise/showcase Hunter wine and produce/skateboards off Post office steps! 
supercars moved on! 

The former BHP site with its amazing Admin building, if possible, could have a resort and 
RV campervan site for the grey nomads with minibuses carrying these visitors to the CBD, 
Blackbutt Reserve, Port Stephens, the vineyards etc.   There should be a backup plan 
rather than just always trying to get a container terminal in that area. 

As far as economy goes Supercars and the Light Rail have killed the CBD. What so called 
Global smart City would rip up its heavy rail and promote a fossil fuel polluting event?  
Oct/Nov/ Dec was traditionally a big time for the city's economy in the lead up to Christmas 
with so much going on, now no one goes there and even on Race Weekend itself nearly all 
stalls are not local. Worst thing imaginable for the economy 

People centric places are best - avoid Westfield, GPT types of malls and make open air 
spaces with plants and walking spaces - narrow streets - avoid mixing cars with 
pedestrians and cyclists 

Every neighbourhood should have a local greengrocer, local butcher/delicatessen, local 
childcare baby nurse, and local drop-in centre 

Difficult to comment when it isn't clear what is meant by: local centres. No uses and 
activities should be introduced if they diminish residential amenity for families. Any 
increase in activities 'close to homes' needs to carefully safeguard people's rights to quiet 
enjoyment of their properties. Supercars is an example of inappropriate activity 'close to 
homes'. Zoning laws are in place to prevent conflict between opposing types of usage. 
They should be respected and adhered to. 

Need to retain fundamental land use planning principles in mind such as avoiding land use 
conflict.  Industrial areas close to homes is never a good idea, given how many legacy 
issues this has created in the past. 

Rezone to allow small cafes', retail, small offices, etc, along Bull St, & Unions St in Cooks 
Hill R3 Zone. Strict residential zoning is restricting vibrancy/culture/employment/services. It 
will connect National Park to Darby Street. These streets could become the Oxford, 
Chapple, Lonsdale Streets of Newcastle. It could support fashion, art, design, creative, etc 
businesses. These creative industries are critical to city growth, reputation, desirability, etc. 

Does the local economy only improve if we allow a greater mix? I find this question very 
leading and difficult to answer. 

Allow small/medium businesses to be in areas closer to homes, not large industry. I live 
very close to both types, however I much prefer the small businesses as this creates a 
nice community feel for the residents/businesses close by that can use these businesses 
while keeping the impact of traffic/parking etc to a minimum 

Only what is exisiting.no further industry near our residential homes thank you 

Only small businesses in residential areas 

Mixed use is great if we are talking about artisan or small (non-industrial) business. 

Mixed use is great although heavy industry has no place close to residential areas. I love 
living near a working Harbour and enjoy watching all the aspects of it. 

I believe in mixed uses of land, however, if an industrial area is close to homes then the 
industries within the area should not pose a threat to the residents’ health or wellbeing. 

It’s a working harbour don’t complain about it 

Industry type around the harbour should be in consideration of the residential communities 
nearby. Heavily polluting industry should not be allowed in close proximity to populated 
residential areas.  
Local centres should be enhanced to encourage visitors both local and otherwise. 
Stockton town centre is underutilized considering its proximity and accessibility from the 
CBD 
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Within reason and consideration of nearby residents. 

Industrial areas should not be close to homes, they're fine out past Hexham or towards 
Maitland but should not be near the city centre 

you have combined two unrelated concepts in a single question - this doesn't allow a 
considered response - industrial areas have no business near homes (refer problems with 
Orica and the volume of coal dust in my ceiling).  These are very important issues to me, 
but I don't agree.  Level of importance does not correlate with agreement. 

Keep separate. No more hotels near homes / Units. More green and open space for 
people to enjoy 

Improve the economy by generating jobs from building community gardens and selling - 
even exporting - food from each crop. Make jams and preserves to sell; have beehives. 
Use vacant blocks for mini-permaculture hot spots. 

Especially arts and cultural activities - space for artists. 

Make sure that the Hunter St mall is supported - a place for bespoke businesses which 
showcase Newcastle's talent. Increase flexibility with trading hours for all businesses to 
encourage both longer-stay tourism (rather than just day-visitors) as well as supports the 
residential community. Not everyone needs to congregate at Westfield, Charlestown 
Square or Greenhills. Have a tourism /ticket sales outlet in the old ticket office at The 
Station to show we are tourist-friendly and an interesting and busy place with lots of 
activities for people to participate in. Public transport needs to be more frequent and better 
access to it - e.g. extend light rail and also have a train line to the airport. 

As long as resident’s quality of life is not impaired by noise, more cars, parking problems 
vandalism and crime. Better public transport would help not this privatised system we now 
have. 

Check with residents that new uses are welcome 

Commercial and industrial business should be displaced from residential areas, to be 
replaced with service industry and housing 

I love the coastal/country, community town feel. Live and let live by encouraging and 
promoting the different communities and cultures (incl. sub-cultures), accessibility, 
inclusion & diversity for all. 

Promotion of connective routes, and establishment of unique characters to reflect each 
area to promote sense of place. 

Use the Sydney approach of a town of towns. More services in local centres and links 
between centres 

Absolutely a mix of uses is beneficial, but the business or industry needs to be appropriate 
for being close to residential areas. Anything that is extremely noisy, or polluting would not 
be acceptable. I don't think the Carrington Coal Terminal and its associated rail line is an 
appropriate industry to have so close to residential areas 

A greater mix of uses in local centres provide employment opportunities that strengthen 
the economy and enable housing within the city to remain affordable and accessible. Also 
creates destinations outside of the City Centre. 

make more fun activities to do in Newcastle 

More Local parks 

Homes should have a shopping centre near their home and things to do there, e.g. 
bowling, movies, etc.. 

families need walking distance to parks, shops and restaurant venues this will help to 
reduce emissions with transport 

Homes should not be mixed with industry, especially polluting industries. 

The redevelopment of Newcastle Train Station is an excellent example of creating 
community spaces - more of this! Especially in the city. 

It is not all about the economy. Develop public transport, cycle ways and promote low to 
medium density infill. Support local business - not drive them out. 
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focus on developing public transport, cycleways, low to medium density housing and focus 
on filling in areas in Newcastle that do not have much activity or density. Focus on getting 
vacant shop fronts leased to local businesses. Increase shop hours to have closing after 
5pm, instead of only having one late night shopping night. I'd love to see more night time 
options along Maitland Road between Elizabeth Street and Hanbury. It becomes a ghost 
town after 5pm. 

Increase economy in city areas but maintain village type areas close to city as well as 
keeps a community feel 

Provided it doesn't impact upon locals too much e.g. noise, pollution, traffic. 

Aim to develop & support more parks and green areas, such as community veggie 
gardens. High rise developments should finance public transport network expansion & 
upgrade. 

Need to ensure they don't dominate through parking demand, noise and so on. 

Anything that can help build and improve communities is a great thing 

Worried there is a hidden agenda to encourage development and developers without an 
aim or desire for only quality additions 

Newcastle needs more vibrant and diverse mixed-use precincts 

Diversity in urban planning outcomes is beneficial for broadly accepted outcomes due to 
opportunities for all people 

Industrial centres should be having buffer areas between them and residential areas. Local 
areas should be enhanced and promoted so that locals will be happy to go there before a 
larger mall/complex 

Groupings of businesses together make for a deserted effect on weekends. 

keep industries out of urban areas, emphasis should be on providing facilities to 
encourage community spirit and participation 

Keep industry away from housing.  Children need to be able to play out the front and visit 
friends safely. Commercial buildings are not for the suburbs. 

Separate industry from housing. 

Industry should not be located near residential areas. Some areas (Maryville/Wickham) do 
not allow enough room for adequate parking and is impacting on the current residents. 
Smaller lots do not allow for suitable industry within these areas. 

Keep industry away from community. 

Definitely do not consider the mixture of industries around homes and schools etc. As the 
general health of the residents must be of significant importance. 

Yes. Increase density around local centres with greater transport choice. 

Don't like the idea of mixing industrial areas too close to homes and schools especially 
when you have pollution coming out of smokestacks.  Areas around the Nobby Headland 
are often dirty from dog droppings and owners should be penalised when they don't clean 
up!  Parking prices are astronomical!  How are people expected to be able to pay such 
high prices for short term parking? Councils are there to plan what's best for the City, the 
community, the parks, businesses and the environment. 

'Greater mix use' you mean, outdoor activity areas, footy kicking and picnic areas for the 
families that own and live in homes, not high-rise investors that are short term. 

Instead of VIP parties and self-appointed Board positions with her CEO, how about getting 
back to what a Council should be about - i.e. the ratepayers, the community, the local 
businesses, the parks, the environment. 

Not sure why we need industry in residential areas when there is so much land on the old 
BHP site. 

I agree with mixed uses and activities near homes, but not industrial areas. I would prefer 
these to have allocated areas with good transport connections from our homes. 
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Agree with the comments below that jobs close to home are important, but there is still a 
need to separate industrial and other land uses. Weird question with too many 
components to it. 

Industrial areas close to homes … NO !!! 

Newcastle has enough industrial area. 

Agreed -- this is unfortunately too vague. 

Need more information on this. 

If it means creating more community hubs, then yes. 

I can’t vote on something as vague as this. More information required 

Agree with others - too vague. Could be 'read' as it is wanted (used incorrectly for 
example) 

This is a very broad topic and answering it could presume far too many things? 

Question is too vague 

It depends on what type of mixed use we are talking about in residential areas??? 

Yes, to a more diverse economy, no to manufacturing in residential areas.  "Quiet 
enjoyment" is critical and must be maintained.  Conversely, established entertainment and 
business precincts should not be encroached upon by residential busy-bodies like that 
Tony Brown moron. 

Far too vague to answer. Diversifying our economy is a great idea, especially close to 
homes and workers. But is very dependent on the industry and uses CoN are referring to. 

Mixed uses are good however you need to ensure that existing uses are protected where 
they are values and that any new combination of uses works well together e.g. adding new 
units near existing night life eventually impacts on the night life component. 

This is far too vague to be able to sensibly comment. Some economic activities can exist 
close to homes with no problems. Others can hugely detract from residential amenity. 

Need to find ways to revitalise the decaying retail sector with other services and living 

Use local manufacturing for projects wherever possible! 

There is a clear need to think in a new way, e.g. local industries should buy locally. Council 
should only deal with local suppliers where possible. All major purchases should be local 
first. I am concerned State Government destroy local industries by purchasing outside our 
area e.g. rail carriages from Spain and Light Rail Carriages from Korea? 

We badly need more industry to create jobs 

Diversity in plants and animals create resistance to disease, in the same way a mixed 
economy within a city protects against collapse. 

Really need to bring more government and public service jobs out of greater Sydney and 
into regions like Newcastle if you want there to be sane population distributions. Otherwise 
don’t be surprised by 5 million plus pops. 

The focus on economy is not as great as creating a great living space around our homes. 

Improving local economy shouldn't mean moving industry into a residential area. Cottage 
industry only 

Only cottage industry should be permitted in residential neighbourhoods. 

Industrial areas not too close to people’s homes 

They spent a fortune doing up Beresfield. Needs a ship terminal in Newcastle. 

The zoning rules are currently too strict and should be more flexible to meet the changing 
economy and create better communities as a whole. 

Not enough parking to park all day 

Support of local business communities. 
Be good to see the cinema get revamped and open back up.  Not directly under your 
control, but certainly support that direction.  Population increase from apartment 
construction should increase ticket sales over the past decades. 
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ENVIRONMENT: RAW DATA RESPONSES 

Solar panel driven energy, green roof tops, community gardens, energy efficient rating of 
buildings becoming more transparent. Requesting accountability of business to share their 
efficiency and own incentives and creating rewards for the most successful. 

Yes, this would be a good outcome given that developers need to contribute to levies to 
public domain delivery. 

On site green and energy efficiency is good but also opportunity for development to 
contribute to generous street tree planting or planting in local pocket parks. 

Definitely 

Again. For goodness sake. Ask the obvious but don’t deliver 

Onsite green spaces and energy efficient buildings are very important and will become 
even more so as the impacts of climate change and increasing population increase. 
Buildings that cover entire residential blocks might be great for meeting population density 
targets, but they are often environmentally and socially damaging. But council also needs 
to lift its own game re trees on public land - 12 years after making a commitment to 
develop canopy coverage targets (in its 2007 Urban Forest Policy), council still hasn't 
done this, and continues to remove large canopy trees from our streets. 

No development should be allowed without taking these factors into consideration. Should 
not this have been part of planning legislation years ago. Are we going around in circles? 

The fig trees along the library were beautiful. Sore subject I know, but more trees and 
grass please. 

There is already a lot of open space in the city. The important point here is that what is 
provided is green. Green walls, plantings etc. Water sensitive urban design and 
demonstration project to show the community there are natural systems in the CBD 

Let’s get back to DCP 30 from Brown Street to the Newcastle Baths.    Building heights in 
this area are too high.   Newcastle West is where the High Rise is being developed.    The 
Jewel in the Crown, Wickham School is being surround by high rise now so much for the 
Wickham Urban Village plan produced by Professor Peter Newman.   Too much hard 
edge around buildings MUST be more trees and greenery around buildings, e.g... the 
building in the vicinity of Central Station Sydney....amazing plan for the area and helps 
with climate change 

Yes, more green space and rehabilitate the Foreshore 

Should be conditional on any development. But useless if planning authorities do not 
enforce. Incentives should not include excessive height or FS increases. Greater incentive 
should be given if onsite green spaces can be shared by the public...not just 
employees/workers. 

Very important consideration given the impact of climate change.  Everyone needs to 
contribute to reducing their emissions footprint.  Including more green spaces just 
generally improves liveability.  This is a no brainer.  Should also consider access to 
electric vehicle charging points in new buildings, especially multi-rise. 

To help create/build on permeability, make an allowance to DCP that says; if a building 
returns the ground plane to the public it should be given two (or more) extra floors in 
height. Energy/environmental efficiency should be mandatory with community linked 
power/waste/water systems. Give height/FSR credits to additional bicycle 
parking/pathways through/green space/energy efficiency/share car parking/etc. Create a 
visual master plan so designers/developers/government can work to it. Get a government 
architect to manage this & other issues while city is growing. 
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incentive? Regulate it instead. And remove the requirement to provide parking with 
buildings. 

Highly important 

More green spaces would be wonderful 

That’s a no-brainer 

Plan more green spaces, parks would be great with more gardens like civic park has 

Actually, incentive is not enough. Put it into the planning laws. Include green walls, rooftop 
gardens and green space along with a public art programme in the planning laws. These 
should be included in the design and planning stages, meaning council won’t accept the 
plans unless these are included. 

These should be requirements on new developments - not optional and incentivised. 

No new high rise. Newcastle looks great now from the harbour or Stockton foreshore 

If the trend of current occupancy rates of commercial spaces continues (i.e. lots of empty 
shops in Hunter St Mall, Darby St and Beaumont St), building more energy efficient 
buildings with incentives does not solve this issue. We need more green public spaces in 
key areas around the city and the Lake. 

I like the idea of public meeting spaces outside the CBD where soapbox orators or street 
theatre can be presented. 

Incentives or demanding requirements for onsite public green spaces and good design 
that gives occupants private green spaces and access to sun is so important for living 

Drastic need to increase the amount of green space and passive recreational areas 
throughout the inner city that can host large gatherings. 

Multi-purpose facilities and open spaces to cater for everyday use as well as specific uses 
other than just sporting areas. Attaining new spaces to develop and add to the portfolio as 
well as developing current sites. Updated sporting fields are also to be considered to cater 
for significant sporting events, rather than those groups using privately owned spaces. 

This will only be successful if supported as positive through the business case for the 
development. These projects are cost based, so need to show a positive cost outcome to 
be successful. Also needs to be maintained long term, rather than removed with later 
development amendments. 

Developers have been greedy and unregulated. We must have policies and incentives to 
make new developments work for the community. 

The environment and planning for our future is vital to me. 

Maintain and improve current green spaces 

Development needs to be more sustainable. Policies and incentives should promote or 
even require development to be carbon neutral. 

Yes. I think this strategic plan should be talking more openly about the impacts that 
climate change will have on our suburbs and how we intend to respond to that. Our 
buildings are generally very inefficient for heating, cooling, water use etc. We need to 
prioritise building up an urban forest for all of the known benefits. Local government need 
to be actively working to improve the state government in these areas too. 

There should be parks near houses so people can walk their dogs, or their kids can play 
there. 

More green spaces are needed to open up areas and provide places for children to play 
outdoors, getting them off their screens!! 

Absolutely - this is a no brainer. 

More trees and less towers. 
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Definitely need to increase the number of trees in areas that don't have much shade, 
especially in carparks. Encourage the installation of solar panels on rooftops to offset the 
energy used on the main grid. It would be amazing to see more green rooftop gardens. 
Perhaps community gardens and public spaces to congregate above these carparks 

Why new developments are allowed to go ahead without solar panels and water tanks is 
staggering. 

Green spaces on new developments should be made public to a great extent. 

These requirements can stifle development, but it is important to create a balance 
between the built and natural environments. Energy efficiency in new buildings should be 
standard practice by now. 

We need to be much more mindful of looking after our environment when building and 
planning. 

Yes 

Yes, to more energy efficient buildings. Please ensure that building safety codes are 
followed so that we avoid the mistakes being made in the capital cities. We need a diverse 
mix of housing for all levels of income not simply apartments for the rich. More attention to 
making onsite green spaces more interesting than current bland lawn approach. With our 
wonderful climate, let's have more beautiful gardens. 

Higher buildings should be supported as a trade-off for more open space 

Newcastle should promote itself as a modern, environmentally friendly city, learning from 
the failures of larger cities like Sydney and Melbourne. Take inspiration from successful 
locations from Europe 

Newcastle can position itself as a modern, forward looking, dynamic and post carbon 
economy city. Keep encouraging bikes and reverse the destruction of public transport. 

More green spaces without the new development 

The open areas and public access should be mandated, not incentivised. 

energy efficient building codes not only have to be developed but enforced. 
green spaces and corridors must be part of any new development 

We continue to lose inner city open space. 

more bike tracks, better footpaths 

With new development comes more cars - we need incentives to get people onto bikes 
and public transport. More green space. 

High density that creates havoc for the residents. Overshadowing, too big of a 
development on a small block by greedy developers who have no consideration for the 
residents. The more approvals of high-density houses will create less parking and a lot 
more traffic that in the future will make this city unliveable. 

We as the public are sick of seeing our town sold to developers with no integrity. Only 
approve DA's that are going to provide consideration for us, the people of Newcastle. I'd 
love to be able to enjoy a beer on Sunday afternoon on the roof of the old Post Office. We 
all love the beaches but riding to the beach is not safe. Riding in Newcastle is not safe. 
See how many use the cycle way. It's safe. Put that everywhere and people will ride more. 
Lowering congestion. 

Yeah. This is that spin I mentioned. It’s a great sentence but it means nothing when DA’s 
go ahead that are far too big for the land they’re on, when trees are chopped down to 
accommodate them and when the developer has no intention of energy efficiency 
because it will eat into his profit. 

100% agree. Let’s look to the future and be innovative in building design. We need to think 
more sustainably and move away from these prefab buildings that the developers love as 
they are a quick and easy profit maker, but don't consider the long-term benefits of the 
residents. 
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This is absolutely essential. For too long developers have not contributed back to the 
community. Initial community consultations re honeysuckle emphasised development was 
needed to fund community land use e.g. parks. Where are they now? Narrow walkways 
and otherwise a solid corridor of apartments. Very disappointing - and a loss of faith in 
consultation. 

Energy efficiency minimum requirements. We should be leading by example. 

What incentives? Don't incentivise this stuff. Mandate it. 

Specifics please, what incentives? 

Insist on more green spaces and infrastructure for the community and I don’t mean just 
retail spaces. Get innovative and require any development to include playgrounds, cycle 
paths and other places that create a sense of community. 

Not incentive.... just make it a rule as/if needed! 

This should already be the case, but council allows houses to be built on the fence lines & 
every new house has air conditioning - we need some innovative design and designers 
with a social conscience.  The harbour foreshore has been ruined already with the latest 
developments. 

Global warm think nonsense.  Not the ratepayer's problem. 

Very important. Look at Singapore as an example of incorporating green space. 

This definitely need to be supported we need to be moving to self-sufficient and healthy 
buildings that encompass green space in an integrated way 

outside green spaces are vital for a healthy community (both physically and mentally).  
When it is just tall buildings and roads, it is dark and depressing. 

Mixed land use (industrial/housing) causes problems like noise emissions, lack of car 
parks, high heavy traffic frequency etc. 

Also need more money to improve and maintain existing areas not just sporting fields as 
living density requires good clean green space 

We desperate need to care for our environment the trashing of our green spaces and 
waterways has to stop. Local Government clearly shows a much better understanding of 
this issue than State and Federal Governments. 

A city needs plenty of green spaces to provide a more natural environment for 
communities to enjoy, also energy efficient buildings help to combat climate change 

We don't want concrete jungles, there must be open spaces in the City and suburbs to 
allow for outdoor family activities 

replace the 24hr path lighting from the esplanade Newcastle east along Newcastle walk to 
Nobby beach to solar lighting or smart poles not have them lit up 24hr just trigger by 
movement as this unnatural high wattage lighting has impact bird wildlife & native animals 

Access to northern sunlight is a human right. The sun is the largest power plant, utilise it. 

Really important to have a great living space that is there for future generations. 

Green spaces provided in the public domain are more likely to be successful in the long 
term. 

More green spaces made, and high rises Need to have more green in them. Where I live 
new developments have no green areas at all. 

YES, to more onsite green spaces, sustainability and energy efficiency, but this has to be 
qualified somewhat - i.e., building high rises and apartments need to consider this more, 
and be required to factor this in upon development approval. This may mean sacrificing 
apartment height and bulk for more innovative use of space!! we need to really sensitively 
activate small plots of land between and around buildings, more community gardens and 
spaces act as an incentive for more sustained engagement between community and 
space. 
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Allow for taller buildings/higher densities in exchange for public open spaces 

Multi dwelling developments are being approved with pocket handkerchief size onsite 
green spaces. People buy them and many resell within a short space of time. Stop 
building these double storey monstrosities amongst single storey dwellings! 

Keep updated. have seating outdoors 

Empty space between high rises should be used to create grassed areas. This concept 
has worked well in cities like Berlin. Building rooftops should also be available to residents 
as shared community areas with grass, barbies, etc. Vertical gardens may also create 
more attractive building faces in the city. 

Yes, but not build monstrosities 

Yes, to more green spaces.  Don't have apartment complexes going up so close together 
we end up with packed towers, shadowed streets, no sunshine. 

 

TRANSPORT: RAW DATA RESPONSES 

Walking and riding. Separate bikes and cars 

Cycle lane safety in Newcastle is horrendous. Designated cycle lanes should be employed 
throughout the city. It would reduce the need for parking and promote health of the 
population. 

Critical to Newcastle in 2040 if we want to support density in terms of built form and 
population. Our community needs integrated, safe, affordable options as different from the 
private vehicle. 

yes ... and ensure this is integrated with growth of mixed-use places and hubs 

make cycling a safe and viable transport option for single riders and riders w children 

Ummm, cycling. There’s a thought. That’s an area that Council pretends matters. This was 
supposed to happen wasn’t it? Yes. It was. Like most things this Council spouts, it’s just 
spins. 

Newcastle has been taking one step forward and two steps back on this issue for decades 
now: we've constructed some wonderful cycleways (Fernleigh Track, Throsby Creek, 
Glendale-Wallsend), but we've been the victim of some appalling state government 
decisions that have retarded the city's revitalisation and butchered our public transport 
system (e.g., cutting the Newcastle rail line, routing the replacement light rail along Hunter 
St, privatising Newcastle transport). Much of this is beyond the council's control, though 
council did aid and abet many of the worst decisions. As well as providing more and better 
footpaths and cycleways, the council needs to play a much stronger advocacy role in 
defending and improving our public transport. 

While sounding like a real whinger isn't this what was supposed to happen in town? Now 
we have nowhere to ride bikes along Hunter Street... unless you are talking about the 
pathway - if you talk to pedestrians, many find bikes a bit frightening... And many bike-
riders find using the road scary for horrendous, evidence-based reasons!!  But, yes, would 
love an integrated transport system that takes the need to get cars off the road seriously. 

Please!!! 

that is just common sense! 

Legs before wheels, (lbw) then bikes, cars last. 
Make King and Hunter a one way 30 km per hr loop- better still a ‘park and shop’ using 
tram (oh alright, light rail). Why can’t we see out of windows on the trams, by the way? Or 
is this commercial in confidence too? 
Proper wide extensive durable non slip and stain pavements.  
Frequently placed Pedestrian crossings, with a short wait time that stops traffic regularly( 
keeps traffic flowing better ). 
Speed limit on all traffic, to 30 km per hr- then they might slow down to 50...  
Cycling pathways to get cyclist off pavements or wide shared pathways with speed limits. 
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Consider traffic free days, first Sunday of every month. Do, and They Will Come. 

We do need an environment that enables pleasant walking cycling and public transport. It 
would be great if the public transport was free in the city and well planned - in marked 
contrast to recent developments! If we want a city that invites interaction from visitors, we 
need adequate and free or cheap parking. For decades studies have recommended 
another parking station in Newcastle. No council has acted on this advice, instead we 
have less parking available - hence fewer visitors and the demise of businesses. We also 
have the ‘cars that ate the city ‘ effect along the foreshores and the parks where all day 
parking by workers ensures that tourists can’t even see the water as they drive past , let 
alone pull up to enjoy the view. 

Cycling in the city is worse than when the heavy rail was in place. The light rail has not 
created any new transport links and it remains to be seen if the buses are any better. 
Newcastle will be a liveable city if it is connected and easy to get around. The city is flat, 
and the obvious low hanging fruit is better cycling infrastructure that can also be used for 
pedestrians, people with mobility aids and prams. We need to be able take bikes and 
scooters on the light rail or buses as is the case in other cities. 

Perhaps trying out car free Sundays in summer would be a way to encourage people to 
walk and ride into the city. 

Community groups have been supporting this for the last 30 years but unfortunately their 
views have not been taken on board and we have seen the outcome of this in Newcastle. 

Light rail has destroyed the Inner City and for 10 weeks each year when Supercars comes 
the city is a chaotic nightmare for all transport modes. Get rid of that race for good. . 

Build Australia’s demonstration city for electric vehicle infrastructure and electric vehicle 
usage - small vehicles, exclude gas guzzlers over time - smart cities stay ahead and 
commit to future technologies across all areas. Remove outrageous Supercars event - 
living in the past Newcastle and we can do so much better 

The once walkable, pedestrian friendly, narrow streets of the east end have been made 
car-friendly, not pedestrian/bike friendly. They now encourage car hoons & heavy traffic. 
All traffic calming in the form of street tree planting, pedestrian islands, narrowed roads at 
crossings and corners have given way to a racetrack - a backward step in creating a less 
car-dependent society. Traffic should travel arterial roads. Residential streets should be 
greener, safer and in many cases, car-free zones. Buses should be small and eco-friendly. 
A purpose-built bus layover at the 'interchange' should have been a first priority, not an 
afterthought. Buses should not be using public residential streets as layovers. Safe 
cycleways should be widespread. 

But recognise that there will still be some vehicle usage, and there will never be 100% 
public transport usage. 

Every bus in Newcastle/Lake Mc should have a fold down bike rack on the front to allow 
cyclists to ride or get a bus if it starts raining. This works brilliantly in places like Canberra. 
Create loops with the light rail that connect the hubs of CBD/Darby 
St/Merewether/Kotara/Broadmedow/Wickham. Many, many more bike paths must be 
built/designated. Street sweepers must clean these paths regularly. Build/encourage end 
of trip facilities for commuters. Community based bike parking stations with secure lock 
ups/showers/servicing is a no brainer. 

This question shouldn't even be asked. Show some vision and tell us you're doing it, 
already. 
Cars are fantastically useful. Frustratingly, they receive too much support to the detriment 
of other modes of transport. Why must I, when cycling; risk being hit by a car, have items 
thrown at me from a car, ride in the gutter full of debris, take long detours to be safe, use 
two locks at my destination, ride on the footpath for parts of my journey and risk $340 fine. 
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Yes, we need to reduce cars and use the roads as cycle ways and then have a tram or 
light rail running down the middle of the main roads taking people places if they can't ride 
to it or its too far. The government should provide everyone with an electric bike, or you 
can choose to use your own for fitness. This would save money and reduce carbon 
emissions from cars. 

A safe cycle way from the city to the University Callaghan campus. 

Absolutely. Proper cycleways with designated lanes. 

Need to utilise river for something other than coal. New ferry terminals with Brisbane river 
cat style vessels. Ferry terminals at Nobbys north Stockton Fern bay Honeysuckle 
Carrington Hexham Raymond terrace 

High speed rail to Sydney! Our train network is prehistoric and slow. Cycleways 

A necessity. 

Finish what you’re started e.g. light rail bike paths and parking 

Bike paths and enhanced public transport are necessary to create an accessible and 
community driven environment. People will relish in the atmosphere of the city and their 
neighbourhoods. Newcastle is beautiful, and people will appreciate the opportunity to 
experience it. 

This is vital. And NOT what we have now!!!  
Bike paths need to be off road, they are unsafe right now! 
I support the idea of the light rail, but it MUST be extended!!! To the stadium at a 
minimum, even better and Uni. There also needs to be parking stations near the hubs. 
There should be more park and ride from every direction.... Wallsend, Mayfield (for 
Maitland and Port Stephens drivers) and Eastern Lake Macquarie. Or at minimum a few 
express buses in peak time. Like Northern beaches in Sydney. 
Build a train station at Glendale next to the Super Centre and a carpark for commuters. 
Public transport is not cheap enough for the inconveniences and poor planning right now. 
Especially buses take too long from outer suburbs. 

Connect the suburbs that aren't within an earshot of rail with easy access to it i.e. a more 
direct route to the Newcastle interchange or Broadmeadow station from Wallsend / 
Jesmond / Fletcher / etc. More improvements to bicycle routes, I moved to Wallsend 
recently from Mayfield and I find myself riding to the store more often simply because I feel 
safer to do so with the bike paths offered. 

I actually think this is a stupid statement as it actually goes without saying. Besides council 
has trotted out this nugget every few years and then not actually done It.  It’s a moot point 
as I doubt whether council will ever adopt this. 

This city is so easy to access by bicycle.  We should be flaunting it by making it accessible 
to all. Each commuting bicycle replaces a car and a car park in a land locked city centre. 

A public transport system that is connected and affordable, as well as safe accessible 
walking and cycle paths. 

More walking, cycling paths ... bring buses back as they can go to more places easily. 
Can't shift the light rail down Darby & Union streets now, which is a HUGE drawback to 
transport ... NO parking also is a HUGE problem. 

Better, safer cycle ways are very important for this city. Now that there is hardly any free 
parking further in than Marketown, better public transport would also be appreciated. 
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Why do we need to cluster and congest light rail, car and cycle traffic across one lane in 
the city (each way) on Hunter St,  when we used to have two lanes to support peak traffic 
and also make it safe for cyclists, especially if they are not meant to ride on foot paths. 
Extend light rail infrastructure to Darby St, Beaumont St and Broadmeadow. People will 
use public transport more often if it is more readily available (e.g. every 5/10 minutes) and 
it's cheaper (e.g. 40 or 50c per station for the light rail rather than a flat fee of $2.20 for 1 
stop of 5 stops). 

Dedicated cycleways would be great. Anything to lessen the traffic and associated 
pollution. 

Bus, tram and train should be linked better and more provided along with publicity about 
how to use them and weather shelter and signage improved 

Light rail to suburbs such as Broadmeadow, Adamstown, Kotara and Mayfield 

The transport issues are not going to go away, the population will still keep growing 
regardless. The decision for transport infrastructure and availability needs to have the 
foresight to facilitate the whole area on a much longer term, the next 50-100yrs. 

This needs to be driven against the vocal public rhetoric. Smart, sustainable, achievable 
decisions need to be made in light of the bigger transport picture. Small sectional 
responses without appropriate linkages in ineffective. 

Public transport is overpriced, what's the incentive when it's cheaper to drive most of the 
time. 

Development which increases existing density should only be approved if it is directly 
linked and required to contribute funds to public transport infrastructure projects identified 
for the local area in which it sits. 

Connectivity between the train and tram timetables are very important as well as providing 
easy access to walking and cycling routes around the stations 

Yes. The current tendency towards shared pedestrian and cycling paths I think has been a 
huge mistake. They are not safe for cyclists or pedestrians. Bicycles need separated bike 
lanes. This should be an urgent priority for council. Public transport needs to be safe, 
reliable, efficient, very regular and very easy to navigate 

The Tram need to go further than it does. Down Darby St, to Hamilton, to the Uni, and on. 

Dedicated walk and cycle ways away from roads like Fernleigh track all over Newcastle to 
the city. 

Don't protect cyclists. 

Extending the Light Rail towards Waratah, Lambton and Kotara would be great. It could 
access The Mater, St Philip's Christian College, John Hunter Hospital, Westfield Kotara, 
Lambton High School, St Pius, Local Primary Schools, Newcastle Specialist Centre, 
Newcastle Eye hospital, and extend towards the university. This would be a great way to 
connect the inner regions of Newcastle that aren't near a train station. 

Totally agree with comments below.  We need a transport system that not only looks good 
but works.  Privatisation is a huge problem as then operators are only focussed on making 
a profit and not providing a service to all people, even those on non-profitable routes. 

Yes, Yes, yes but nothing is being done to make (facilitate) it happen.  The idea of the 
tram was viable until it messed up one of the major routes in town.  Where is the plan for 
this to be extended?  Where is the promised extend public transport and cycle-way plan? 

Extend the tram line to the airport and even up to Nelson Bay, plus to the university and 
outer suburbs. 

We definitely need an extended bike and tram network. Less car and buses, please. 

Yes, we need more dedicated cycleways and less dependence on cars. 

We certainly don't have it at the moment 
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I’m not comfortable that the current council can deliver this based on their record in inner 
Newcastle, hunter street etc where a fantastic transport corridor has been lost. 

Need more segregated bicycle lanes. 

More off-street bike paths are needed. Light rail extensions are needed. Bus connections 
to employment hubs like the John Hunter Hospital. 

As much as I enjoy driving I would rather live in a city that is easy to get around by bike 
and public transport. Cycling is easy since most of Newcastle is quite flat but more 
dedicated cycle paths are needed so parents feel safe cycling with their children. The light 
rail needs to be extended to major landmarks such as the stadium/showgrounds, hospital 
and Callahan Campus 

Newcastle should be very affordable and accessible. Look to Melbourne (and places like 
Dubbo) for rejuvenation ideas of suburban centres. Huge shopping malls are not going to 
be viable much longer, so we should try to replace them with linked spaces where you can 
shop, eat, visit a beach or park and then be entertained without having to drive your car. If 
you widen streets and add car parks you just move bottlenecks to different places. Look at 
what has happened to Brisbane (and overseas in LA) - the place is impossible to get 
around and sprawls larger than Sydney. It's just a nightmare. 

Need good roads and plenty of parking. Try doing a weekly or fortnightly family grocery 
shop, xmas shop or trip to dentist by walking, bike or bus. Shops are too far away from 
most houses to lug purchases home by anything other than a car. 

Not everyone who wants to visit Town lives there, and there is very little public transport 
access even to someone who lives in suburbs less than 10km away. 

the number of single occupant cars entering the city and demanding all day parking is 
killing the inner city 

Greater priority needs to be given to walking, cycling and public transport. Too often, 
development favours single occupant motor vehicles. 

Make the city bike safe and bike friendly. Needs investment 

A green strip along the side of the road is not a cycle lane. Look at European cities (but 
don't make it an excuse for a "fact finding" jaunt). They have dedicated cycle paths 
separate from the road.  
Public transport is a joke. Millions wasted on the "toy tram" that goes nowhere practical 
and has no parking to make it accessible. A tourist jaunt, that's all. Give us real transport - 
reliable, practical, frequent, accessible and direct. I can drive into town (forget parking) in 
10 minutes, yet a trip by public transport takes over an hour, including walking, waiting and 
transfers. Why would I? 

Until cars are obsolete you need to provide easy close parking as many elderly people 
cannot just catch a bus and then a train. I know this personally. 

Newcastle is perfect for cycling but there are no safe cycleways. 

Although this council wants everyone to ride a bike, catch a bus (you must be joking) or 
walk. That is okay if your young and fit, not old and disable. Give us a decent bus service 
and maybe catching a bus would be an option unless you have to travel from the city to 
say Cameron Park. 

Protected cycleways and an extension to the light rail. 

How many people use cycle ways? Why, they are safe. Put that everywhere and people 
will ride all the time. 

Make it easier and safer to ride bikes and people will do it, this is especially important for 
the Newcastle CBD as road access and parking is difficult 

Here we go again. State what we obviously would want, what Council obviously should do 
but we’ve heard all this before. We’ve seen all the “artists impressions” that never 
eventuate. It. Doesn’t. Happen...along comes a developer. 
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Yes! The more places I can access without a car, the happier I would be. I would want 
cycleways off road, so I feel safe. I used these all the time in Canada, but do not want to 
cycle here because I don't feel safe being close to cars. We need public transport that is 
easy to use and will enable me to access where I want to go with ease and in a timely 
manner, e.g. on call driverless vehicles. 

More transport hubs (with parking) are needed. For example, one at Wallsend would be 
good, that way people using the Hunter Express way can park their car in the carpark and 
catch the bus the rest of the way. Another one could be positioned around Mayfield 
West/Warabrook. The park and ride service from McDonald Jones stadium is great, but if 
you've been driving for 30 minutes what's an extra few minutes to drive the rest of the way 
into town. 

Newcastle public transport is horrible. having to catch three buses to get anywhere is 
beyond a joke. 

Think about existing suburbs particularly outer suburbs not just city yuppies and toffs first 

Improve public transport... too many people in Newcastle don’t know what an Opal card is! 

It’s simple, there are heaps of options for cars and not many for public transport...so most 
people drive cars. This one really isn’t that hard, we need more buses, more frequently 
with more routes - simple 

The public transport needs to be improved 

How can we have a cycleway plan that stops halfway along the main drag? I now feel 
unsafe in Newcastle riding my bike - as I was previously used to doing, as a means of 
transport. Honeysuckle drive is even more congested with cars as they abandon Hunter St 
for the trams, and King St for building zones. 

Dedicated walkways, protected bike and scooter lanes, less parking 

Need to create the ability for people to drive to parking stations then use the public 
transport 

Have you tried to ride a bike around the Newcastle region lately? The 'cycleways' are an 
absolute joke, and that's after you've gone to the considerable effort of actually finding 
them! If you want to limit cars in the city centre, maybe have a look at the alternative 
means of transportation that you are actually providing. Deleting car parking spaces is only 
a tiny part of the solution. 

Why isn’t skateboarding listed, I live and work in town & skate to work 

Public transport in Newcastle is a joke! There is no incentive to catch buses and light rail, 
when you consider how long it takes to get places and the cost, when it's so much quicker 
in a car. 

Are you asking people was endorse high density development? 

But council has missed the opportunity to create cycleways along the rail corridor. 

Better and more cycleways - and maintain the ones you have better - some are so 
covered in debris from cars and trucks they are almost unusable as cycleways 

What about continuing a light or heavy rail from Hamilton, under the harbour to Stockton, 
airport and beyond. Wow!! wouldn’t that be something. I think it would be too much though 
for our narrow-minded pollies and bureaucrats. 

Very important. Look at the light rail, built with no cycleway. CoN you are a joke!!! 

Public transport in Newcastle is absolutely abysmal and getting worse. Bicycle ways and 
pathways have been improving over time but could be better connected in the longer term 

I absolutely agree to less cars in the CBD area, but there doesn't seem to be much 
thought for the bike rider.  The CBD is ideal for bike riding, as it is flat ... but too many 
shared pathways.  On the road, you are at risk of having car doors open on you or hit by a 
car ... on the shared pathways, you are obliged to go slowly (well you should ... but, sadly, 
not everyone does.) 
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What a pity that the megabucks wasted on a light rail that goes nowhere couldn't have 
been spent on some useful transport infrastructure. 

Having fast bus connection between the main suburbs/shopping centres and providing 
proper (and safe!!!) bicycle tracks (Fines for cars which are steadily parking on the bicycle 
lanes in town!) 

It seems that one thing that all stakeholders agree upon is that cycling would be best done 
when separated from roads and pedestrians. In the absence of funding for new cycling 
infrastructure maybe some areas could see the utilisation of footpaths on one side of the 
street as a cycling path; designated by a colour code, so that pedestrians can choose to 
walk on the other side of the street.  Seville, in Spain, provides some excellent examples 
of creating cycleways beside existing sidewalks.  Many of the streets in the inner part of 
Newcastle provide sufficient width   and a level basis for some of this provision. 

An overhaul of public transport and city accessibility, for cyclists and pedestrians! 

A public transport system that is accountable, not a private system that serves 
shareholders, is necessary to develop an effective city. All functional major cities have 
efficient public transport. The increasing density of our urban environment demands such 
a system. 

And don't forget more available parking especially in the city. The city is so much more 
enticing now, but the trams should have run in the rail corridor to allow the parking to 
remain. Council seems to have the idea that everyone will catch public transport into town, 
but they are wrong. This is what is holding the city back. I speak to a lot of the retailers 
who say the city hasn't bounced back after light rail work because of the lack of parking 

too dangerous to use a bike in Newcastle CBD I own one but will not ride in CBD 

If there were separate bike paths, I would buy a bike. Too dangerous to ride on the road. 
Driving is far easier than public transport. Build it and they will come. 

Newcastle needs a significant cultural shift in its attitude to public transport. The idea that 
public transport is some sort of second-class option is reinforced by the design of the bus 
system. A recent trip from Tighes Hill to Charlestown took close to 45 minutes!!  This in 
turn reinforces our preference for taking the car and does little to change attitudes that the 
car is king I look forward to the day when pedestrians and cyclists have as much right to 
the road as cars. 

Should’ve kept Newcastle heavy rail and ditched the light rail. Lotta work and money spent 
for no increase benefit. Stupid. Only improvement would be underground CBD metro 
systems. But that won’t happen. Also, a heavy rail from Cardiff station to Glendale would 
be good but probably impractical (eminent domain issues). 

Need regular efficient transport that is effective in meeting people's needs 

More separated cycle routes and extend light rail 

Extremely important. 

People really need to be encouraged to use public transport in a meaningful and sustained 
way: they just aren't going to stop driving just because we tell them too! That being said, 
we do need to manage that transition away from cars in a more realistic way; it doesn't 
make any sense to just cut out 80% of parking in one go and expect everyone to change. 
What we're seeing is that people just give up coming to the city and the city is 
subsequently really suffering. So, yes to a more cohesive, safe and well-connected public 
transport system that makes room for walking and cycling, and a bit more thought about 
how to change people's habits and behaviours. 

Walking, cycling and public transport must be prioritized over private car use and car 
parking 

Please build dedicated bicycle way through CBD. There are many places that are more 
dangerous now after the light rail. Also, now that the light rail is there please extend it. 

A public bus route through scenic drive Merewether 
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Too much time and energy is being spent on converting roads into cycleways. Available 
and future resources should be directed to converting and upgrading footpaths to shared 
pathways. 

The privatisation of our buses has turned a very average system into a very poor system. 
The removal of heavy rail to Newcastle has forced travellers to have to use multiple 
modes. Never good if it can be avoided. 

The lack of parking close to transport points makes full use of the transport system 
unavailable to many. Public transport is also currently too slow and therefore not a likely 
option over cars. Meanwhile, the cycle ways are only in some areas with roads completing 
a full journey. This is not suitable. There should be complete cycleways from Wallsend to 
Newcastle that are just their own path rather than half path half road. Pathways make 
people feel safer and more inclined to ride as well as create a clear cut and easier journey. 
Seeing people have to cycle down Lambton Rd and on the Broadmeadow Station bridge 
just appears completely unsafe and stops most from wanting to travel along there in 
anything other than motor vehicle. 

They could have more carriages on Sydney line. 

Yes, despite being a very car centric country and certainly town, create GOOD 
EFFECTIVE public transport.  But don’t go and cull parking, people still need to be able to 
drive, just make public transport option a better one. 

 

HOUSING: RAW DATA RESPONSES 

Open spaces near housing should be a priority. Not more ground level cafes 

Newcastle's housing currently lacks diversity in terms of catering to changing 
demographics, desires, socio-economic positions, and sustainable choices. 

Yes, but get clear what trade-offs people are prepared to make between house/lot and a 
neighbourhood with access to jobs/services/transport 

Yes, but in keeping with the style of housing already in the community. High density should 
be proportional and adequate open space and greening. Develop green space appropriate 
for the influx of multiple new homes. 

Newcastle needs affordable housing for lower income people, and it needs great use of 
public transport. Strive for people friendly houses, commercial buildings and try to stem the 
erosion of public transport convenience. 

Whilst I understand there needs to be consolidation of living spaces rather than urban 
sprawl, the community space needs greater consideration... where is it in all those new 
high-risers? P.S. The community gardens are appreciated... more of that thank you. 
Maybe an outdoor chess board - whatever... but less of the 'out to make a buck' mentality. 

Enough with the apartment buildings. 

There are already a mix of housing types in Newcastle, too many high rises coming up 
now. 

I think this point is just an excuse to allow more high rise in the heritage areas 

No more high rises in Newy, don’t know if the council realises but we are actually a very 
small peninsular. More buses, more bike lanes. 

There is a lot of development happening around the west end however there is no 
improved transport. In fact, cycling in the city is worse than when the heavy rail was in 
place. The light rail has not created any new transport links and it remains to be seen if the 
buses are any better. No point talking about housing and jobs unless the city is connected 
and easy to get around. The city is flat, and the low hanging fruit is better cycling 
infrastructure. Unfortunately, we have taken 2 steps backwards. 
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Newcastle needs to take a careful approach to high-rise development in the city. Urban 
residential density can be achieved with 5-8 storey apartments (see Barcelona and 
Madrid) which allow sunlight to the street level and do not block out views or alter the city's 
characteristic form. 

Let’s have development by DESIGN not by DEMAND it would appear that the buildings 
now being constructed on the foreshore at Honeysuckle are creating a shaded corridor.    
Also look at the rail corridor to ascertain where well designed housing could be constructed 
so that people use less cars. 

Variety if houses - avoid high rise above 6 floors and stage them so as to keep natural light 
rather than create wind corridors and shadows 

Should not be at the expense of existing housing/suburb character. Utilise and recycle 
existing built structures before creating more. At the rate of the present high-rise building 
stock approvals, there will be a glut of them. There is a risk of flooding the city with too 
many big, new, shiny structures and creating an imbalance between the old and the new. 
More effort should be made to create appropriate infill structures to maintain the human 
scale of streets. 

Consider actually revitalising areas that are already close to transport, jobs and services 
e.g. Broadmeadow.  Avoid creating new greenfield developments and be smarter about 
planning development within existing developed areas.  Consider the changing dynamics 
of the workforce with flexible working arrangements and work from home arrangements 
meaning that going somewhere to get to a job might not even be a thing in 2040.  Read 
the CSIRO National Outlook report to look at predicted trends for Australian society by 
2040 e.g. digital economy and changing nature of jobs and workforce. 

Allow much higher density with high Sepp65 design controls near hubs. Sell all old highly 
degrading public housing for a profit & rebuild housing that allows inhabitants to live in 
buildings that actually support them rather than add to their issues. Give them free 
renewable energy, privacy, light, gardens & dignity. The state of public housing in 
Newcastle is a disgrace & adds to city wide issues. Start with any old units on Union & 
Parkway Ave, west of Darby St & Merewether Beach. 

does evidence in urban planning suggest this is better for us?  Increasing density 
anywhere (and near where it's needed should be the first and only reason) needs to be 
considered in the context of the local character, aiming to enhance and assist. Sydney and 
Melbourne are great, but I live here because we aren't climbing over each other in sub-
standard and drab developments that rarely contribute to the area and community. 

More housing close to transport, jobs and services is very important, but Newcastle 
already offers a wide variety of housing types and sizes. If greater densities are to be 
imposed on older areas (such as inner city suburbs like Hamilton, Islington, Tighes Hill and 
Mayfield), care must be taken to ensure that good quality existing housing stock is 
maintained, and that new housing developments reflect and enhance the positive aspects 
of the local character of those areas. To do this, Council must insist on genuine design 
excellence, rather than the drab mediocrity we've so often had in the past. 

Remove the rule that single residential dwellings are prohibited in the Wickham area 
because the council only want multi-level flats that will be commercial rates at the bottom. 

Currently, there is already a lot of large apartment buildings in the city and many more 
presently in construction phase. Please do not push more apartments and medium density 
buildings onto surrounding village suburbs 

No high rise in residential areas. Ever. 



 
LSPS Newcastle 2040 Report 

58 
 

Need to utilise river for something other than coal. 
New ferry terminals with Brisbane river cat style vessels. 
Ferry terminals at  
Nobbys 
North Stockton  
Fern bay 
Honeysuckle 
Carrington 
Hexham 
Raymond terrace 

Don’t ruin the character of the inner-city suburbs with over development and poorly 
constructed apartment buildings!! 

Don’t fill the city with people who want to shut down the entertainment 

Don't ruin the suburbs with overdevelopment!!! 

Curb developers building multiple dwellings on older blocks, part of the charm of 
Newcastle is that it's not an overdeveloped hellhole like Sydney, but the number of 
dwellings going up are quickly ruining that feeling 

Plan together for better amenities and public transport and then think about different 
density housing. 

"Variety of housing types" is a smoke and mirrors term for increased density that is about 
maximising developer yield. We need a plan for transport, jobs, and services. Planning 
outcomes seem to be produced by the Property Council and developer lobby groups. 

The phrase "variety of housing types" seems to be an excuse to remove single dwellings 
and replace them with multiple town houses and apartments.  Referring to the earlier 
question about retaining and enhancing the character of Newcastle - this doesn't help.  
These types of development perhaps have less negative impact in newer suburbs further 
out from the city and central suburbs. 

No. Transport to city now a failure, jobs are moving out of the city and services are now at 
their limit. 

We could use some of the vacant buildings as drop-in shelters for the people in our 
community who live on the streets. It wouldn't be hard. It could generate employment as 
well. 

Increased high rise apartments in Newcastle city/west end can help with increased density 
but we now have enough.  We don't need the city to be a concrete jungle with no soul.  
Public transport, jobs and services close to residential areas is definitely a good way to 
develop clusters of communities, but we need to also be careful not to isolate any groups. 
Please increase frequency of ferry services and also add more routes - e.g. Queens Wharf 
/ Stockton to Cannington/ Wickham. 

Already been said lower down. 

Variety of housing in each area in close proximity is needed. Apartments and terraces can 
have 4 bedrooms and outdoor private spaces. Good design of denser housing type is 
needed: not very good in Newcastle area recent building with narrow drive and no yard. 

Dwellings need to be specific to the immediate environment and landscape to be 
consistent with the area. Over development can ruin the area and lifestyle. 

Housing types need to be consistent to the space, and reflective of the area. Low density 
areas should be protected, and sympathetic to the surrounding area. Over development 
can quickly ruin an area if the space is not successful. 

affordable housing, not just overpriced and poorly built apartments and townhouses 
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yes- but I'm not sure that variety is the most important element to consider. We need 
affordable housing that is very energy efficient. We need places for people to grow their 
own fruit and vegetables and compost their food waste. We need a world class public 
transport system. We need jobs close to suburbs which means building the services and 
infrastructure throughout the city. We also need to encourage more flexible hours and 
working from home to free up the peak hour bottle neck on our roads. 

With the newly developed estates (e.g. McDonald’s Jones home) there should be wider 
roads so people can park out on the street. Otherwise people cannot have guests over 
since there is nowhere to park. We should also have cleaner transport, it’s not that bad but 
it could be cleaner. Make more bus routes from houses to shopping centres so people 
don’t have to worry about parking or fuel. 

We need to stop squeezing multi-dwelling homes into areas that don't have the 
infrastructure to support it. Build homes for lifestyle, not profits. Have enough parking in the 
dwelling, not one car space where the rest of the overflow ends up on the road making 
dangerous bottle necks for cars and emergency services. 

No more high rises please!! 

Newcastle has such a high density of car use! Our transport system is completely 
dominated by roads - so many cars only occupied by one person! If we truly want to be a 
global connected city, we need far more investment in public transport! 

Yes, essential but I feel that the damage has already been done over the poor planning of 
the past 5 years. Less dependence on cars, increased "village" concepts and a focus on 
long-term job types that are sustainable 

Yes! In this day and age, the focus needs to be on encouraging more people to reduce 
their dependence on cars. 

Plenty of green in the street scape softens the high density 'little boxes' look. 

Units/apartments being build looks too small for a family. Minimum size should be no less 
than 110 square meters (internal private area). 

However, the infrastructure needs to be put in first and housing added later.  Too often 
great ideas are only half implemented in Newie 

Must retain some the character and history that make Newcastle what it is. Some areas 
have lost a huge number of beautiful houses already to developers 

Consider opportunities for infill urban renewal opportunities that provide a mix of medium 
density townhouses/terraces and low to mid rise apartments (4 - 8 storeys). 

Housing should avoid the super high-density apartments being built in Sydney as this does 
not suit the character of Newcastle 

Newcastle should be very affordable and accessible. Look to Melbourne (and places like 
Dubbo) for rejuvenation ideas of suburban centres. Huge shopping malls are not going to 
be viable much longer, so we should try to replace them with linked spaces where you can 
shop, eat, visit a beach or park and then be entertained without having to drive your car. 

There is no public transport close to jobs or services. Public transport is woeful and 
requires at least 3 changes to get anywhere if you had the time to waste, so any plans 
need to factor in cars and parking if you want people. Newcastle is dead from what I have 
seen this year. Hunter St is a wasteland. 

Public transport outside of the CBD is atrocious, fixing the access to the city will mean that 
medium density can move further out than Newcastle West. You don't want to crowd high 
towers around Hunter St and make it into an unfriendly street of shadows and wind tunnels 
like the Sydney CBD, 

Medium density housing must become the norm towers are things of the past and will soon 
become tomorrow’s slums 
developers' profit maximisation at the expense of quality living has to end 
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Increasing urban density in the inner city and suburbs well served by public transport and 
other amenities takes pressure off the city's surrounding region and improves energy 
efficiency. 

We are not Parramatta. Stop filling the suburbs with towers. 

No should not happen. 

That's the spin. No not happening. 

Anything to make buying in Newcastle cheaper, this isn’t Sydney you know. 

Well of course, but unless the trend of approving these huge tower blocks or inappropriate 
developments on a tiny block of land stops, then this is a lovely and obvious thought but 
you’re just saying it so you can make your survey look like Council cares. Doesn’t. 

This is crucial as our population continues to grow. We need to provide a variety of 
housing options, as not one option fits all. We should all have equal access to services and 
need to reduce dependence on cars. If I am fit and able to walk to a service, I would 
choose that over the drive. Maybe not in a rainstorm :) 

In some areas, I'd like to see smaller lot sizes for the purposes of building smaller 
residents (e.g. granny flats). These 'granny flat and land' packages would be great for first 
homebuyers and people looking to downsize. 

The number of huge units going up in my area is disgraceful. I wouldn't mind if they were 
affordable housing but paying $500 plus in a block of six that use to be a single house is 
disgraceful and greedy. It also takes away from the friendly neighbourhood vibe. 

Vague as Transport needs to improve first not just for yuppies in the city 
The existing suburbs need transport particularly the outer (forgotten)suburbs 

Affordable housing should be the top priority. The number of homeless people in our city is 
a disgrace to our community 

What I mean is build in policy controls so that you DO get different housing types. 
Apartment living is not the only solution. Options for an affordable small house with a 
garden and a car space is what is needed. 

But medium density not 50 story high rise 

Enough townhouse developments, thanks.  More high-rises in highly urbanised areas. 

Yes, but with architectural vision. CoN has tended to approval cooker cutter development - 
all the buildings look the same. I couldn't even have a round window on the facade of my 
duplex in Merewether, it had to be square.  

Housing in Newcastle has tended now towards one type of high-rise apartment style 
housing, which while beneficial to some, has created a dominating landscape and has not 
respected existing uses. In addition, much of this development is of a poor quality and 
lacks architectural vision. 

Council/Government needs to provide more affordable space for families in town. 

Effective and efficient housing should be an expected part of the community. The purchase 
of high-rise apartments that fail after a short time is a crime and should be punished by 
significant penalties for those who take short cuts. The community has the right to expect 
effective regulation by reputable agents not what is currently served up by self-regulation. 

Variety of housing types should include tiny houses for the homeless population 

All these are important and must be included in planning 

Stop allowing developers to infringe their Das. Stop allowing ugly apartment blocks that do 
not fit with the character of the suburb 

Again, diversity is key to a vibrant city. Freedom of choice to decide on how people want to 
live 

More NRAS affordable rental housing. 
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Think this one is important to manage so we can manage the diverse needs of the 
community 

Any housing development should be considered in the wider context of impact on the 
community and the demographic for which it is designed. There are plenty of examples of 
affordable /social/ student housing where features such as recreational areas, car parking 
are short changed in the interest of maximising numbers that can be accommodated. 
Increased housing density means more cars. In adequate off-street parking on narrow 
congested inner-city streets creates congestion and ultimately detracts from the liveability 
of a suburb 

Adamstown is becoming an apartment block dumping ground. None of the apartment 
blocks are in keeping with the areas housing stock. One such block looks like a prison 
block. More thought needs to be put into design of the outer facades real estate agents 
have billed this boom as a rejuvenation of the suburb. I call it the destruction of the 
neighbourhood 

Lift zoning restrictions to allow empty shops to be turned into housing. 

Already many great / affordable options 

Higher density, affordable, close to train stops. 

This seem a little vague and not well-defined. Urban infill is important, but not to the 
detriment of surrounding environment and neighbourhoods. It is possible to build smaller 
dwellings that have an opportunity to sit more cohesively within surroundings and not put 
strain on surrounding civil infrastructure - worth noting too that transport options need to 
keep pace with development: no point of having dense infill if surrounding neighbourhood 
doesn't have good access to robust transport links and access to services and 
entertainment. 

Allow higher densities close to public transport routes. Allow higher densities and mixed 
uses generally. 

Would like to see more diversity in housing types. Especially it would be nice to develop 
housing types that create local communities. E.g. co-housing. 

A public bus route through scenic drive Merewether - we haven’t had one for almost 30 
years 

Single houses! The frenzied approval and building of multi dwellings on single blocks 
create social and environmental problems. Start listening to the residents. Stop allowing 
developers to build, sell and walk away! 

They should have more space rather than units with no place for kids to play 

Yes, but not all high rises 

Yes. But not all high rises 

Yes - but not all high rises. 

Not sure about this question.  Not well defined. But yes, don’t just keep allowing high rise 
apartments, have 4 floor building, 2 floor buildings.  Don’t just bunch them up around 
central points though, make the public transport cover the area. 
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Appendix 2: Precincts quantitative data  

4.1 The local character of my neighbourhood is something that needs to 
be maintained. 

Precinct 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree 

Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

Total 
responses 

Newcastle 
City 

108 68 36 5 17 234 

Inner North-
West 

79 63 36 4 12 194 

Inner South-
East  

78 49 29 6 9 171 

Kotara 
Catalyst Area 

35 40 51 14 5 145 

Broadmeadow 
Catalyst Area 

33 34 48 14 4 133 

Middle 
Suburbs 

41 39 39 9 4 132 

Middle North 
Suburbs 

38 40 28 13 5 124 

Outer 
Suburbs 

23 25 41 10 4 103 

New Suburbs 22 21 41 12 5 101 

Beresfield / 
Tarro 

13 15 41 10 9 88 

Totals 470 394 390 97 74 1425 
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4.2 New development maintains or improves the local character of my 
neighbourhood (think about new developments in your area). 

Precinct 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree 

Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

Total 
responses 

Newcastle 
City 

20 58 60 50 45 233 

Inner North-
West 

19 53 50 35 30 187 

Inner South-
East  

21 44 45 33 29 172 

Kotara 
Catalyst Area 

14 33 53 23 19 142 

Broadmeadow 
Catalyst Area 

16 31 55 15 16 133 

Middle 
Suburbs 

12 36 49 17 16 130 

Middle North 
Suburbs 

15 34 42 15 17 123 

Outer 
Suburbs 

9 26 40 14 14 103 

New Suburbs 15 18 43 13 11 100 

Beresfield / 
Tarro 

13 17 47 5 6 88 

Totals 154 350 484 220 203 1411 
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4.3 Thinking about the city's future housing needs. Tick the boxes to indicate 
the types of housing you would like to see in your neighbourhood (in addition 

to single-dwellings). Multiple answers allowed. 

Precinct 
Granny 

flat 

 Dual 
occupanc
y houses 

 
Townhous
e / Terrace 

houses 

 Villas 
 Manor 
house 

 Apartments 
/ flats /units 

Don't 
know 

Total 
response

s 

Newcastle 
City 

46 90 137 80 48 58 19 478 

Inner North-
West 

51 86 114 74 49 42 24 440 

Inner South-
East  

50 92 101 76 46 50 25 440 

Kotara 
Catalyst Area 

48 77 76 67 41 42 29 380 

Broadmeado
w Catalyst 
Area 

38 66 80 67 44 53 24 372 

Middle 
Suburbs 

51 71 76 61 35 33 23 350 

Middle North 
Suburbs 

42 73 71 63 41 43 22 355 

Outer 
Suburbs 

37 60 57 51 27 27 27 286 

New Suburbs 35 52 54 48 32 16 23 260 

Beresfield / 
Tarro 

29 35 36 37 21 15 37 210 

Totals 427 702 802 624 384 379 253 3571 
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4.4 Which of the following development features would best achieve the desired 
character in your neighbourhood? Indicate what you think are the most important 

features of a new development. 

Precinct 

Scale & 
height 

of 
building 

Materials 
& 

colours 

Building 
setbacks 

from front, 
side and 

rear 
boundaries 

Existing 
trees 
onsite 

retained 

Street 
trees 

retained 
or 

planted 

Green 
space 
onsite 

Onsite 
parking 

Don't 
know 

Newcastle 
City 

150 111 99 137 169 151 119 6 

Inner North-
West 

116 83 85 109 137 118 94 11 

Inner South-
East  

106 84 85 99 129 113 90 17 

Kotara 
Catalyst Area 

85 65 71 96 112 96 76 14 

Broadmeadow 
Catalyst Area 

74 52 61 75 91 79 65 18 

Middle 
Suburbs 

73 58 69 78 92 82 64 14 

Middle North 
Suburbs 

71 52 61 66 88 75 60 16 

Outer 
Suburbs 

51 43 51 55 68 59 48 22 

New Suburbs 51 44 53 56 65 58 49 20 

Beresfield / 
Tarro 

34 33 39 39 50 46 34 27 

Totals 811 625 674 810 1001 877 699 165 
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Appendix 3: Vision qualitative data 

Vision: Which natural or built features are important to keep or enhance, and what 
local character is important to keep?  

Open space within walking distance. Easy access to shops in town, parking, regular buses, 
separate cars and bikes to separate paths. It's a no Brainer. Open space along the harbour, 
playgrounds for kids 

Keep the parks opened with shaded seating areas, protect the natural landscapes of beach 
fronts and their access through free public parking, keep and protect the Fig trees and older 
trees celebrate their age and history, restore historical buildings, promote more environmentally 
friendly and safe transport access like cycle paths and bike lanes throughout the city on roads 
inc. Create more community spaces and more specifically Aboriginal or culturally specific areas 
to enhance community and culture of our diverse population. Develop with a focus on 
environmentally friendly sustainability. Educational areas/facilities that support sustainability that 
don’t include plastic. 

Celebrate the natural open spaces, maintain them well, and provide medium to high density 
living options to make our city more sustainable. 

protect beaches and rock platforms from development, protect prominent and historic elements 
like obelisk and cathedral, protect sun to beaches, parks and public places, protect character of 
built heritage areas like Newcastle east, enhance street trees, enhance pedestrian networks and 
crossings 

Nothing 

more public art! specifically, beautiful murals on big ugly walls. 

I also agree green space must be maintained and our foreshore greening must be restored. 
I am concerned for the mangroves and our green spaces which could be in jeopardy with 
suburban development. I have been watching what has been happening with the fast-paced 
developments in Wickham and Maryville. Tighes Hill has changed quite markedly with new high-
density developments and are more yet to come. As yet I haven't seen any green space 
improvements in regards to open space enhancement for families to enjoy. DAs are approved 25 
units in George Street and 5 units in Kings Road as well as one property subdivided into 2 
dwellings in Kings Road. Gross Street Reserve must be a focus, a safe place for children to play 
off the busy narrow roads. 

Crikey. After ripping out that beautiful established unique harbour side park, at our expense and 
hiding the costs, how can you even ask such a question? All the Street trees are gone, the paths 
are cheap black tar. It’s hot and barren. Council talks the talk but doesn’t walk the walk. It’ 
beyond bogan. 

New large green public open spaces. 
These need to be put into all the NCC strategic plans before any additional future development. 
Lord Mayor Joy Cummings drove the establishment of the Foreshore Parklands- a wonderful 
asset! 
What new large public green open space has occurred in the subsequent 30 years - none! 
There is no evidence that NCC has argued strongly for an extension of the Foreshore park, next 
to the harbour, west of Honeysuckle. So, HCCDC has inappropriately put wall-to-wall apartment 
blocks next to the harbour instead. The proposed tiny park at Cottage Creek, near the 
Interchange, is a token gesture. 

The heritage element is uniquely Newcastle - not many cities in Australia were established so 
early. This heritage needs to be treasured (you only have to look at Wollongong to see the error 
of inappropriate development). The use of vegetation throughout Newcastle in many respects is 
insufficient and inappropriate. NCC could do with practicing its urban forest plan in addition to 
starting to value native vegetation. Community also need to be respected and defended by and 
against the State Government agenda. The egalitarian element that was one of Newcastle's 
good qualities needs to be nurtured. It has been negatively impacted by the, seemingly 
deliberate attempt to lock any groups other than middle-high SES groups out of the city. 
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Beaches. 

Newcastle is a solid, inclusive, inviting, tight, constantly growing and changing community of 
families, artists and creatives. We consider what is best for everybody and make space for each 
other. We do things slow so that we do things right (except the times we haven’t and completely 
bungled it up) 

The inclusive people friendly aspects of the city need to be nurtured. The Coastal walk is 
excellent, the park land is essential. We need the reinstatement if trees and shrubs on the 
Newcastle Foreshore Park to attract the parrots and other birds that used to make that area so 
delightful. We also need plantings in the park to recreate the windbreaks that previously 
enhanced people’s enjoyment of the park despite the prevailing winds.  
It would be good to again have change rooms and Nobbys Beach. The current situation is 
stressful to everyone swimming at the beach and particularly to parents of young girls who now 
have no safe changing and showering space. A new city car park would also enhance people’s 
options to share the city and b 

The trees, the undeveloped shore line, free and ample parking at the beach, the shopping 
villages in the various suburbs, the bushland and nature reserves, the bars and eateries and live 
music scene, more street art (visual and performance), more bike paths, more food trucks 

Free parking all day will just encourage driving and reduce the available parking spaces which 
will all be occupied by people parking for the whole day. Providing good bus services, extending 
the light rail and provide protected bike lanes will reduced the need to drive and park. Also, 
parking is occupying space with your car- if free, the cost is actually being paid by non-drivers. 

Beach, parks, reserves. Less cars, more bike lanes, more outdoor places for live music, more 
accessible free inclusive spaces. 

Free or low cost all day Parking close to the city for those that work in the city and contribute to 
its reasons for coming to Newcastle parking is a big chunk of the pay packet and also hard to 
find. Parking areas should also be better labelled. 

Newcastle has wonderful character derived from the interaction of its geography, its industrial 
history and heritage, and its 19th century buildings. All of this can be enhanced and celebrated 
by encouraging cycling and walking in the central city and by discouraging driving and parking. 

Preserve and improve beaches, parks and Glenrock. Its important access to these areas and 
connectivity between these areas and the city is improved. Better pathways for bikes and 
strollers, more pedestrian crossing that focus on people rather than cars. As for local character, 
it is important to not overregulate temporary events and it is vital the draconian lock out laws and 
night time trading restrictions are lifted. The city cannot pander to new residents who are 
expecting suburban amenity in the middle of the countries 6th largest city. We cannot retain 
young talented people without a vibrant night time economy. Nice beaches are not enough! 

Maintain the use of Glenrock and other nature reserves for recreational purposes.  
Create dedicated off-street cycling/walking pathways like the Fernleigh track, and allow them to 
connect so that it can be used safely and not interfere with traffic. 
Extend the light rail network into the suburbs. 

We need to keep and protect the heritage character of Newcastle East. It is a popular tourist 
destination. We also need to replant the Foreshore Park, which is bereft of shade since the 
Supercars event, and un-useable by visitors and the general public for the most popular 10-week 
period of the year when all the park furniture is also removed for this event. Street trees are also 
now missing from Scott and Watt St. We at least need some green addition to these streets, 
even if removeable, while Supercars is here. 

Please, maintain Stockton Beach and No more bitumen footpaths!!! 

Newcastle east is not only a heritage area but a fantastic community to live in. We love having 
surfing, music and events that celebrate the wonderful setting and promote environmental 
wellbeing. Private events such as supercars are not environmentally friendly and create 
disharmony for 4 months of the year for residents, locals and visitors to the area. Let’s have 
events that are inclusive for all. 

We must promote the amazing Heritage in the City of Newcastle.   Three Heritage Precincts, 
namely, Newcastle Old Town from Brown Street to Newcastle Baths (community study 



 
LSPS Newcastle 2040 Report 

68 
 

completed 1997) to be implemented along with the Civic Art Deco Precinct now that Civic station 
has been retained.   The Third heritage precinct is Coal River from Nobbys to Newcastle East.  
Can you imagine the tourist potential in these 3 precincts just waiting to be enhanced and 
promoted? Our Heritage is the one main feature that will bring visitors from Australia and 
overseas. 

Blackbutt and Glenrock SRA are wonderful. The built environment in the suburbs seems to be at 
balance. More value should be taken on protecting and promoting Inner City Heritage though. 
And the once glorious Foreshore Park is now disgusting thanks to Supercars. It took 30 years to 
get to the state it was at, so if you get rid of Supercars and there is restoration there will be hope 
that some of your grandchildren will see a wonderful park again. The claim you were planting an 
"Urban Forest" there is a myth 

Grow more trees. Preserve our parkland. Promote tourism which is in keeping with our beautiful 
beaches and surrounds. Get rid of Supercars. 

Make Newcastle pedestrian and bicycle friendly. Grow more trees, respect culturally significance 
of local Aboriginal culture and early European settlement, avoid grossly inappropriate events like 
Supercars - polluting, noisy, CO2 production as climate change envelops our world. Restore old 
buildings, avoid over development of foreshore especially high rise buildings of doubtful 
architectural aesthetics, fix the horrible mall - a disgrace with uneven paving, no regular 
cleaning, reduce height limits of buildings in East End - below 8 stories, develop local 
government electric vehicle infrastructure to add to smart city and become Australia’s leading 
city in this area. Build train line to airport and Port Stephens. 

Greenery. Foreshore Park and the beach have lost so many trees it is unbearably hot. Get rid of 
Supercars ASAP and make foreshore park into a beautiful oasis of trees and water. Then you 
will get people coming back to the city. If they can do it in Spain, I think we could manage it 
much less dry Newcastle which must be the only city in Australia without botanical gardens. 
Don’t turn it into a garish entertainment zone. The beach nearby is entertaining. People want 
restful places to be in peace and to escape the noise and glare. Support smaller scale local 
events such as the markets which tread lightly. Big Events detract from the village aspect of the 
East End which is so attractive to visitors. They have demonstrably undermined local business 

Beaches and parks, the old city and the small inner houses, a contained city that is accessible 
by foot and bicycle. Newcastle was one of the first Australian cities to have a wide and extensive 
cycling transport. 

Biodiversity - Protecting natural areas and enhancing biodiversity corridors. Improve or maintain 
the biodiversity values by incorporating biodiversity components into all major DAs. 
Culture - Maintain the laidback Newcastle culture by ensuring easy access to beaches and 
parks, ensure local markets and events are supported etc 
Hunter Street mall - support the mall businesses. It’s sad seeing the 'for lease' signs popping up 
constantly.  
Street art.  
Street trees 

Residential/community character of suburbs is important. Pedestrianize our city streets. 
Encourage and promote smaller, community based low-impact events. Protect and enhance 
what little heritage is left. Stop EXPLOITING the beaches/parks/heritage precincts with 
degrading events like supercars which benefit private corporations not local businesses. 
Promote passive recreation in the open spaces around the city. Re-green the east end, the 
foreshore and Fort Scratchley and soften the east end streetscape with more trees than the 
230+ you cut down. Focus less on 'major' events. They damage the environment, are short-lived 
and are not sustainable. 

Parklands and open spaces, vistas and maintenance of visual corridors and viewscapes, 
European and Aboriginal cultural heritage assets, creek and waterway assets that are free from 
weeds and not overgrown, sensibly planned coastal areas with plenty of public open space near 
foreshore areas, street trees. Limits on high rise buildings and development densities. 
Cycleways and opportunities to minimise use of vehicles. 
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Enhance brilliant vision of permeability with many connections through suburbs to 
foreshore/beaches/CBD/hubs. City wide walking & cycling No.1 priority to gain circulation not 
possible by car. Return concrete drains to creeks/swales = new parks. Develop National Park 
into 15K capacity stadium for Jets, add stadiums for cricket/AFL/netball/entertainment. Surround 
with sports fields/underground parking. Bike paths should cross through Nat. park & lead to 
destinations. Wide alfresco paths & no Darby St parking but new parking adjacent. Light rail loop 
- Darby St/Merewether/Glebe Rd/Kotara. Hubs of 30m+ height/density/commerce along Hunter 
St with voids/low density/pocket parks, create skyline rhythm & ground plane zones. Get a Gov 
Architect. 

Newcastle doesn't have enough natural features, so enhancing what we have should be valued 
highly. Access to the stunning ocean and harbour has become much more difficult and 
expensive in the past 15 years. A vision to not only stem that problem but reverse it would be 
welcomed.  
Built features are lacking and what I am most embarrassed about when visitors stay. Yes, we 
have new developments, light rail and the like, but looking after these should be as important as 
getting them. So, enhance is my choice. Some suggestions; drains under beach showers, 
weeding walkers way and cleaning roads of debris for safe cycling.  
And lastly; no more bitumen footpaths!!!! 

All our natural places - wetlands, bushlands, waterways and beaches - should be protected, as 
should recreational open-space, cycleways and heritage assets. Much damage has already 
been done to our city due to short-sighted decisions such as cutting the Newcastle rail line and 
introducing Supercars and inappropriate development along the beachfront and harbour, instead 
of focusing on the natural and historic character of our city. Newcastle should and could make 
much more of its heritage assets, and it should preserve and protect the strong local character of 
areas such as Cooks Hill, Hamilton, Islington, Carrington and Tighes Hill, while assisting other 
areas to develop and nurture their own distinctive local character. 

Natural- Parks, open spaces with cycleways, recreational areas including seating, playgrounds 
BBQ’s etc but also to maintain/plant trees and gardens in these areas. It's incredibly important 
as so many inner-city blocks have no yard, so these spaces need to provide somewhere for 
people to enjoy the outdoors. 
Built- Can we have the high rise in west end? We have some amazing heritage buildings, which I 
know are expensive to maintain, however this gives the city a point of difference. Nothing worse 
than huge, bland apartment blocks overshadowing our lovely heritage buildings and pushing all 
this development onto the small east end streets creates a rabbit warren. We need to keep the 
heights mid-size to still give an open feel up to the beach 

Keep the foreshore open but reduce the costs of parking on weekends. 

Stockton Beach is extremely important to maintain and enhance for the future and make safe for 
locals, others from Newcastle and surrounding areas plus tourists 

Repair and maintain Stockton beach back to its natural state with the right solution it could turn 
Stockton into a tourist haven. 

Please fix Stockton beach and maintain to a high standard the surf breaks and sand at the 
Newcastle beaches as many people living here love the beaches and marine life. Please keep 
the light house. Please retain the historical buildings particularly in Newcastle East as it gives a 
sense of genuine pride and respect to the city. 

Low rise in Newcastle East. 
Newcastle Post Office. 
Beachfront walkways. 
Inner City parks. 
Tennis Courts. 

Beaches/recreational spaces are very important for mental health of future generations. They 
should be maintained to the highest standard to ensure they remain. 

It would be lovely to keep Stockton beach. It needs to be fixed ASAP. 
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One landscape that has always annoyed me is that round pool feature between Newcastle baths 
and Newcastle beach. It seems to me to be useless, mostly empty, what is it good for? With 
modern technology one could build a glass/plastic dome enclosure with windows to open or 
retain heat, make it like a greenhouse, make it retain water, install pumps to change ocean water 
regularly, maybe add toilets and showers. Charge five bucks per person per visit. It would be a 
unique feature used year round.  Just a thought. 

Our beautiful beaches, coastal pools and public baths. Our access to these spaces by 
preserving public spaces, Nobby’s car Park etc.  please keep the height restrictions for the east 
end of Newcastle and The Hill. More light rail routes would be great. So would high-speed rail to 
Sydney. 

Before anything else is even considered Stockton Beach must be saved.  So many studies have 
been done but no action taken.  We who live here pay rates and we deserve better.  I have been 
to many meetings with NCC for Stockton but it's always facts and figures the little that has been 
done just gets washed away - a waste of money.  NCC and State need to take action NOW!! 

High speed rail to Sydney! How can the trains be slower now than they were in the 1930’s. 
Historic local buildings, once they have been demolished, they can never be replaced. Cycle 
ways, parkland. 

Throsby Creek, beaches and storm water drains. Stop putting incompatible activities next to 
drains. Rezone stormwater drains as per Throsby Creek rather than giving them the zoning of 
that of the surrounding land. Protect them from pollution. Cycleways are important and need 
improvement. Need more places to store bikes safely. 

Stockton Beach!  It needs help now. Not in a few years when it’s gone. Our local community 
deserves better. We pay rates just as people across the river do but don’t receive the same care 
or services. Maybe look at having the ferry run to Honeysuckle area would be great too. Our little 
suburb is a true gem and with the right care has the potential to increase tourism to Newcastle. 

Beach regeneration and protection to save our beautiful beaches, especially Stockton beach. 
Stockton has the potential to be a beach tourist hub with fishing, beach vehicle access, great 
family hotels and a tourism park close to our city. Dollars spent now will be an investment not 
only for the council but for the local community and our visitors. 

Growing up Stockton Beach was the best surfing and fishing beaches on the eastern seaboard, 
let’s make it like that again 

10-minute walk or cycle on fit for purpose share ways to my local shops, services and 
community spaces.  
10-minute frequency for buses, light rail and ferries connecting our family to jobs, essential city 
services, attractions or connections to express public transport services to the surrounding 
region, Newcastle airport and Sydney. 

The beaches especially Stockton has so much potential for Newcastle Stockton and suburbs to 
the north on the coastal strip, beach tourism for fishing surfing diving etc but without the proper 
beach nourishment and protection losing one of the city’s biggest assets. 

Newcastle has some of the best and most accessible beaches in the world. These should be 
utilized to their full potential to generate tourism. Stockton has the potential to be a beach 
tourism destination; where else would you find such a quintessential coastal town less than 1km 
from the city centre? People travel to far reaches to visit beaches which are attractive, imagine 
what you could achieve with a beach in such an attractive location. Money spent enhancing 
Stockton is an investment, not an expense. 

Sorry for unprofessional wording but damn stop jerking off the cbd like the entire rest of 
Newcastle past market town is underfunded and a joke. 

I love all the parks and green space in Lambton. 
Bike paths need to get improved across the whole city.... off road paths into the CBD. Join 
Fernleigh track to the beach (off road). Please don't overdevelop the suburbs...if we wanted to 
live in town with units then we would. 
More green space in Honeysuckle where workers can eat lunch and sit outside (not at cafe's!). 
More playground activities and family space around Honeysuckle or Newcastle foreshore. (This 
will need some parking!!) 

We need to enhance bike and footpaths in the area, maintain green space and commission 
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more public art pieces and things to keep the area interesting 

We need to keep our industrial heritage buildings and repurpose them for community use. We 
are losing the unique character of the heritage buildings along Hunter street as the soul less, 
uninspiring new office and apartment blocks go up. We need better bicycle and walking paths 
across the city and more green space. I would like to see a link between development and public 
art and community projects. Much like Brisbane city council. BCC has art guidelines embedded 
in their planning laws. No public art plan equals no development. 

I think the industrial heritage of this town is a key part of what makes it unique and it should 
continue to be preserved and re-purposed through development, such as Honeysuckle Precinct.  
The distinct coastline of Newcastle is also unique and should continue to be maintained and 
developed to provide greater public access, such as the coastal walk.  I believe cycleways are 
important and should continue to be incorporated into all future works.  Cycling for leisure but 
also cycling for commuting should be safe for all and given importance. 

We are custodians of a beautiful city and development needs to bring long term benefits, not the 
short-term gains for a small minority. Green space needs to be protected and so does our 
heritage. We should protect the distinctive characteristics of inner-city suburbs like Cooks Hill, 
the Hill, Newcastle East, Islington, Maryville and Tighes Hill. Accessibility needs to be enhanced 
- this has been systematically reduced through developments such as truncation of the rail line 
and the loss of public change facilities for young people at Nobbys Beach. We should not 
privatise our public assets. 

More needs to be done to retain older buildings, appreciating the beauty and history and stop 
quick buck developer changing the character of our City.  In 100 years, visitors to Newcastle 
won't be taking photos of glass/concrete quick build apartment/office blocks - but they still stop to 
take photos and appreciate the old Wickham Public School! 
Newcastle Baths should be an iconic destination.  It needs to be restored and fortified.  
Travelling internationally, you see how assets like this are appreciated, maintained and utilised.  
Newcastle needs to be clever about reclaiming some of the heritage we've lost - the baths and 
beachfronts are prime and extremely visible ways to get some of the character back...heritage 
inspired shade structure e.g. 

Important to keep major historical structures & buildings. Important to keep the waterfront 
accessible, STOP building directly on the waterfront. Important to keep the character of the 
inner-city communities like Islington, Wickham & Tighes Hill, DO NOT over develop with high 
rise structures. Important to protect green spaces & parks, add more activity equipment to for our 
children, IMPROVE health and fitness. 

Do not crowd Customs House, it should be visible from all around. 
Do not crowd vision of the Newcastle Heritage Railway Station by building between it and the 
foreshore. 
Build like a rotunda structure on the site if anything at all is required. 
Do not remove the beautiful trees that exist on and around the Newcastle Station structures ... 
the bird life is amazing. 
Look to other cities like New Plymouth (NZ) to see what great things they have done around their 
waterfront city. How about their Art Gallery also!! 
Utilise glass in 'low line' structures, like in glass houses with plants / butterflies, etc ... look at 
Singapore airport, etc. 
Have water features that enhance the nautical history of Newcastle. Have indigenous/cultural 
features. 

If you want people to use the light rail, then you need to provide adequate affordable parking 
close by to the transport interchange. 

Anything Awabakal Elders reckon should stay. Consult with them and follow their guidance. As 
the climate crisis escalates, we need food trees, street trees, shade trees, all trees. Bike paths. 
Green spaces. Bigger community gardens. Community gardens everywhere, in every park, 
school and neighbourhood, and lots of bush tucker in every available space. Use median strips 
and parks to start growing hardy food plants wherever possible. 
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Parks, beaches, public baths, foreshore, Nobbys headland, tower cinemas, Library and art 
gallery, civic theatre, Darby street precinct, proper revitalisation of Hunter street, affordable 
commercial spaces, more sustainable housing (less apartments),more  public transport like 
buses, another public school and high school, increased TAFE courses, free buses, no parking 
meters, youth centre, more activities designed for younger people advertised, bike paths, proper 
bike lanes, youth council representatives, more renewable energy sources. 

Green space, trees, native growth, urban farms, renewable energy, outdoor event spaces, dog 
parks - especially fenced, dedicated parks with separate areas for small and large dogs, 
character cottages and historic buildings (including warehouses and industrial spaces) restored, 
preserved and retained, dedicated bike paths throughout the city, Aboriginal history preserved 
and celebrated in public space (dual naming, sites of significance, etc), local facilities such as 
public pools, skate parks, etc retained and upkept, more public art (but NOT plonk art), schemes 
for affordable noise reduction home improvements along rail corridor, green space again for 
good measure, trees. 

A balance of green space, preservation of old buildings and historic landmarks plus the 
reinvention of a city to be new and relevant, is an imperative. Building more high-rise buildings in 
the inner city and reducing green corridor and open spaces would be a tragedy for an area that 
tourists and residents love. Altering planning approvals (especially increasing height limits for 
DAs) will turn the heart of the city into an unattractive, unwelcoming concrete jungle. 

No one seems to be considering the carrying capacity of a city with its expanding population, so 
keeping productive gardens and back yards as much as possible is common sense given the 
pending recession we face, and threat of US led global war. Changing some green space to 
organised urban farms seems logical as the rising Australian population takes more and more 
arable land for housing and shopping development. Enhance community gardens to affordable 
allotments. 

Green spaces and natural beaches and waterways are so important to balance the buildings. 
Think about the original inhabitants and wildlife and stop destroying their places. Domestic pets 
such as cats and dogs need to be confined to yards or indoors, so birds and small native 
animals and lizards and snakes are not killed. Rubbish should not be allowed in public areas or 
accumulated in private areas. Children and adults need a variety of active outdoor activities 
which should not compete with special bushland areas. 

Should invest in green spaces and promote outdoor healthy lifestyle 

Newcastle is an outdoors town - let's invest in existing and new green space, such as the 
fabulous Blackbutt Reserve/Richley Reserve 

Preservation of the heritage sites that identify Newcastle, the selling off of these buildings and 
lands is non-negatable should never be an option. The local green spaces particularly the 
community inclusion spaces with playgrounds, tennis courts, skateparks etc. promoting an active 
outdoor healthy lifestyle. 

Preservation and subsidy of local green spaces and historical buildings to retain character and 
history of Newcastle. 

I like local green areas, the parks etc locally are beautiful. In particular the area around lowlands 
bowling club and the park near bar beach. Having playgrounds, bat ball courts, tennis courts, the 
skatepark etc is essential to me and something I greatly enjoy about the area. 

Keep to the current development footprint of Newcastle through more efficient land use and the 
preservation of surrounding around for their environmental and rural value 

Retain and enhance heritage places and buildings, public parks and open spaces, private and 
public trees. Re-naturalise waterways such as Cottage Creek to reduce flooding and improve 
their appearance and biodiversity. 

Historic commercial frontages, green links, waterways and open flood plains, big reserves, long 
views to the Cathedral 

The wealth of historic buildings that contribute significantly to the character of the city. 

Throsby Park, Throsby creek 

The beach, Newcastle University 



 
LSPS Newcastle 2040 Report 

73 
 

Newcastle in general has incredible historical architectural features. These historical features 
should be preserved. Renovations that keep the street frontage should be encouraged. 
Encourage design that fosters community connectivity. I feel I see this happen when people 
have a front porch or a front garden, or even when they just have to park their car on the street 
outside their house and chat to passers-by as they come to and from their front door. Open 
spaces to meet are also critical like the Islington park and the dog park. A place to meet for 
coffee or a beer where you know you will see your locals is also very important. Keep a 
residential/ small business mix. Separated bike paths are desperately needed 

Green spaces and future Development should be similar or at least reference existing area’s 
character 

The unique built history and existing natural features of Newcastle City create the character and 
maintain the Regional City feel everyone loves. This will be significant and ensure that the 
pressure of Metropolitan Sydney does not creep in and remove the essence of the City. 

Cooks Hill has a unique village community that has been preserved until recently, with a council 
plan that identifies it as an island. Now we are seeing the overflow of city parking and high fast 
traffic speeding though. It is disappointing that council require heritage restrictions for buildings 
but are not maintaining the community 

It would be great if a developer could be encouraged to build a shopping centre (with parking) in 
the heart of the city. (similar to Melbourne/Sydney) There are plenty of areas that are shut down, 
where a centre could be open. This would create more people to come into the city.  I love the 
artwork (street paintings) and the old architecture.  Newcastle also needs more toilets. We must 
be the worst city for toilets. We need them along the Foreshore, at the horseshoe beach, in other 
parks across the city. This is one thing all visitors need. 

Parks with grassland and trees, more bike tracks to connect suburbs and city so roads don’t 
have to be used, encourage residents to use personnel electronic transportation bikes scooters 
skateboards to reduce car congestion, this would align with the recent climate emergency that 
was declared to reduce carbon emissions as well. 

clean harbour, foreshore beaches and streetscape of inner-city Newcastle. with as much green 
as possible but we also need to revitalise the retail centre of Hunter St. Hunter St needs a lot of 
incentives to bring people back after the devastating effect of the light rail construction. Hunter St 
needs see pedestrian traffic again, shops are closing down. Newcastle people have forgotten to 
return to the street after the Light rail construction and now parking problems. 

Ocean Baths, Bogey Hole, Blackbutt, The Foreshore, Bathers Way, Fort Scratchley 

We need to keep beaches clean and parks green. 

Have more environmentally friendly places and add more cycle and walking pathways and clean 
the beaches 

I believe that there needs to be a better mix of infrastructure and entertainment to cater to people 
of younger generations. I believe there is not a good variety of things for everyone to enjoy. In 
doing this we still need to build more infrastructure without making the city cramped and still 
keeping the iconic parts of Newcastle. 

Parks, more IGA, cheap food, fewer cars, more animals and trees 

we need to increase or park land and green spaces, become a more environmentally friendly 
place, and create lots more safe cycle pathways. 

Natural features such as the boardwalk and coastal line need to be kept to a standard of being 
clean and looked after. Plastic and waste are on the rise in society and the whole local character 
of being more laid back is ruined when stepping in plastic bottles on the sand. Even with just a 
start in a small city a ripple effect could occur across Australia to clean up. Due to the new rail 
lines across the top of the city, I would recommend the idea of enhancing the rail by extending it 
outwards to other parts of Newcastle. This would interconnect more people to have more 
availability getting around Newcastle as to be honest parking/traffic around the city has become 
considerably worse. With more people on the rail, less congestion 

Foreshore and the clean coastline should stay the same, but the stadiums and facilities might 
need to be redone or renovated. Make the Inner city more modern and try to push out some of 
the older buildings 
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Beach, walkways, parks, clean town buildings. 

there is not character, no diversity it isn’t an experience it’s a living. 

we need Benis tower back in Newcastle and so better trees because the current trees rip up the 
road, get some nice ones. 

I would love Newcastle if it kept all its parks, beaches and artefacts! We should continue to grow 
hunter street mall and make it more popular than ever! We do not want to become a mini Sydney 
so be original, don’t stack apartments 25 floors up everywhere. Make it original and clean! 

I would like more trees to be planted throughout the Newcastle area. 

The parks, open space areas and grassed areas need to stay as they are great spaces. The 
station should have more events. The markets at the station are really good. 

It is important to keep the beaches as clean and accessible as possible. 

The natural or built features that should be kept is all of our greenery and great history features 
to enhance the history and natural beauty of our home. 

Bring Back the Hunter Stadium. 

Sport places, foot paths and trees. 

Something that would enhance the Newcastle area would be notebooks sporting venues e.g. 
outdoor basketball courts. I feel outdoor basketball courts could really enhance the culture and 
social activity of Newcastle even further, so please just build one basketball court. 

I like Newcastle how it is, but better improvements would be good. 

I like trees. 

Keep and restore old buildings, preserve beaches, fix Adamstown gates, plant more native trees 
everywhere, make Broadmeadow Stadium area a huge sporting Mecca, more bike tracks, renew 
main streets in suburbs, continue improving Hunter Street -make use of deserted buildings, 
enhance community gardens, greater variety in flights from Newcastle airport e.g. Hobart. 

I just want to keep all of the parks, tree filled areas and grassed area around the hunter because 
if we get rid of all of these natural areas where children can play and be creative and fill them 
with house after house after house then there will be no free places to explore and enjoy the 
natural beauties of life. And people these days wonder why the majority of people, both young 
and elderly, are obese. 

We should keep the locality of Newcastle. It shouldn’t be a big city like Sydney. There should be 
shopping centres near every neighbourhood, so people have something to do. We need to keep 
the beaches clean and nice to swim/walk in, some cafes on the beachside too. There needs to 
be parks where children can run around in and play at. 

Less innovation involving large apartment buildings which destroy the culture of Newcastle and 
allow our population to grow at an unsustainable rate. Plastic needs to be limited more strictly 
and more bike tracks/walking tracks should go in to making Newcastle a bike friendly city. This 
will reduce carbon emissions and accidents. 

Keep and update the older buildings in the towns further from CBD, update and install more 
teenage/kid’s public things like parks and skateparks 

It is important we keep the beachside towns and locations afloat as they provide a large 
proportion of tourism into Newcastle. Furthermore, building up previously more popular areas 
such as Hunter Street mall, along with the assistance of the light rail will ensure this steady 
progression and flow of tourists. 

Natural features: keeping our beaches and public places clean. Built features: enhancing old 
rundown buildings in hunter street. Hunter street is one of new castles busiest streets now with 
the light rail. Old rundown buildings look silly especially next to newer ones like the uni hub. 
Hunter street has potential to be beautiful. I think local character such as LGBTQI friendly and 
vegan friendly events need to be a more regular occurrence. The past couple of weeks they 
have proven to be really popular and bring great culture to Newcastle. 

I don’t know. I am very small, and don’t have any money, so you can imagine the kind of stress 
I’m under. I don’t know. 

Old Buildings and foreshore public access, beaches. 
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Extending the light rail to go to more places to be more accessible for the rest of Newcastle. 
more car parks to help with less people parking on the side of the road and blocking the road. 

We need to keep the beachside local city and the local coffee culture, as well as keeping the 
aesthetic look currently being installed around hunter street near the Light rail. It is important that 
we don't become a mini Sydney, but that we become a city with its own reputation and culture 
that differs to other Aussie cities. It would also be amazing if we could enhance our public 
transport systems by extending the Light rail into suburbs like Lambton, Waratah and Kotara, 
accessing health facilities and public complexes. (John Hunter Hospital, Newcastle Specialist 
Centre, Newcastle Eye Hospital, The Mater, Westfield Kotara, etc.) 

Lifestyle is incredibly important. There seems to be a push to overdevelop by putting too many 
houses on a block without the infrastructure to support it. A lot of multi-dwelling properties are 
being built with only one car space, meaning overflow of cars are being parked on the street. 
This in turn is making it dangerous for people to navigate the roads. This is seen in Kotara along 
Grayson Ave. These homes being built also contain almost no back yard taking away a lot of the 
lifestyle that comes with family living. We have noticed these dwellings are so tightly squeezed in 
that they are impacting neighbouring properties. They are losing significant amount of privacy, 
natural light, & are paying the ultimate price for a developer’s profits. 

Newcastle is a regional, not a major city like Sydney so we need to safeguard it from becoming 
overpopulated and overrun by high density developments within the city and surrounding 
suburbs. Rejuvenation of the city and surrounding suburbs needs to be tastefully done without 
losing the regional/ beach side feel. More trees need to be planted by the beach to give it 
aesthetic appeal. Currently there is way too much concrete. More cycle and walkways need to 
be introduced into the city and around the suburbs to help minimize the impact of cars and 
promote healthy lifestyle changes. Where possible the tram line needs to be extended to include 
more streets and stops around the city circle and including Bar Beach car park. 

I'm really keen on seeing water desalination facilities being constructed. Meaning jobs, 
sustainability and serving the region into the future. Of course, technology needs to get cheaper 
and better. However, we are coastal, and droughts are already getting bigger longer and closer. 
Maybe we should be improving the tech as well. For me, looking ahead to 2040, it's a growing 
priority. 
Also, community-based arts/culture, Awabakal respect/preservation, natural heritage and 
ongoing engagement between experts and community creating the best outcomes through 
consensus and collaboration. 

The protection of the heritage conservation areas, particularly my neighbourhood of Cooks Hill, 
is vital. The historical homes and pride in our heritage has made Cooks Hill a village where 
residents care about each other and the community in which they live. 

The natural heritage is what makes Newcastle special but so too does the built environment.  
Both are slowly being destroyed. Shade trees need to be increased but so do sustainable and 
alternative buildings, safe bike ways and public space.  The increased concrete and bitumen are 
increasing the heat sink of the town. It’s getting hotter and dryer - plan for it.  Think locally not 
bigger. Events like Supercars is doing long term harm to the city. 

Avoid developing the beach areas too much! Too much concrete, and not enough trees. NCC 
should seriously invest in an urban forestry strategy, areas near Merewether in particular are so 
bare. I'd like to see a tram network connect the City Centre, along Darby Street and the Junction. 
I'd also like the city to become more bike friendly! There are not enough safe bike paths. 

The Natural and built heritage. Access to beaches and parks needs to be improved with better 
transport and bicycle paths connecting the city and suburbs such as Hamilton and Darby St.  
The road network is not working, especially since the tram has been put in the main street rather 
than the transport corridor. 
The built heritage is being compromised by flashy developments rather than iconic buildings 
(such as the new courthouse).  The tram network needs to include Hamilton, Adamstown and 
Maitland.  Park and Ride needs to operate 7 days a week.  Newcastle needs to develop a 
stronger identity on our natural and heritage features making it a liveable city. 
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Preserve natural components - Beach, reserves, parks e.g. centennial and civic, and try to 
maintain a village environment in Cooks Hill compared to city.  Village component kept by having 
heritage type housing and not excessive development.  Increase accessibility to university, and 
hospital and bigger train networks in Sydney via tram extension. 

Liveability is intrinsically tied to physical amenities such as parks and green space. A strong 
cultural presence including support for local libraries, the arts and community gatherings are 
important. Residents feeling safe and socially connected and walking and cycling infrastructure 
are key to a liveable city. Maintaining heritage buildings and a nod to Newcastle’s ‘industrial' past 
is vital. 

More dedicated bike lanes, attract and support tech & innovative industries in Newcastle, expand 
Newcastle tram network as a matter of urgency, seek a direct non-stop train to Sydney Central, 
aim to plant at least 10,000 trees. 

Trees crafting the idyllic streetscape, white beaches and beautiful waters. Amazing views every 
day. A sense of ease and friendliness getting around Newcastle. 

More concentration on present day services, particularly outside the revitalise Newcastle 
concept. An abandoned car was in our street for twelve months before a green sticker was put 
on it then it took another six weeks to remove. The need to ensure more parking when 
developments are approved. High rise in the residential suburbs is not a feature that fits well with 
the local character. 

keep old character filled buildings and restrict height of new developments so they complement 
rather than conquer existing streetscapes.  Include open space in new developments and build a 
half a dozen new car parks.  Keep racing cars out of the city. 

Maintaining footpaths and kerb cuts in good repair - they are trip/fall hazards and you can be 
sued if this occurs.  Maintaining our older buildings and history. Connect and improve cycle ways 
to make them safe. Be more mindful of access for pwd, elderly persons and families with prams 
i.e. anyone who uses wheels to mobilise. 

More dedicated bike lanes and bike paths through the city. More green spaces. Only new 
buildings at the heights already there in inner Newcastle. Preserve and value existing 
streetscapes which are disappearing, replaced with drab, cheap and nasty higher density 
housing that lacks character, workmanship and quality. 

Clean up around market town. 

Provide public toilets as none around Throsby Creek. 

Love the direction of east end but need children’s playground before all the families with kids. 

Buildings respect heritage. 

East end done well but Hunter St now a wind tunnel. 

Improve the East-West cycleway connectivity. 

Blackbutt reserve, green corridors around Sugarloaf. 

Enhance places like Honeysuckle with installations and more events. 
Improve footpaths around the CBD ASAP. 

Enhance cycleways: cycling in the CBD is now far more hazardous than it has ever been. 
Cycling infrastructure needs to be connected, not simply stop when there is a tricky intersection. 
Fix the bus connections to the CBD: it now takes far longer than it ever has to reach the city by 
public transport. Keep up the great work on maintaining and improving our parks for walking and 
cycling for all ages. Blackbutt and Glenrock are treasures. 

Enhance and extend bicycle ways, linking Fernleigh track to city, Warners Bay and Swansea. 
Plus more networks interlinking all Newcastle and Lake Macquarie suburbs to make bicycle 
transportation a viable option for all. 
Keep the sun bathers walk and enhance through King Edward park.  
Enhance dog parks. Enhance public parks.  
Enhance our beaches and the associated facilities.  
Retain and enhance the links to our history, from first Australians right through to modern day. 
Enhance walkways throughout the city into the suburbs. 

The beaches and harbour precincts. 
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The beautiful Christ Church Cathedral that looks over the city and its harbour. 

Our beaches, heritage buildings, working harbour and industrial history all give Newcastle its 
unique character. 

Existing open spaces and parklands. 

The beaches, easy access to Sydney, The Valley & the mid north coast. 

Bush and native vegetation and wetlands. Need to keep the friendly town feeling, and not 
become a spawn of Sydney. 

Our parks and bush land, it would be nice to have mountain biking encouraged in the bush 
around Jesmond. 

The beaches and access to them. 

We need to keep as many green spaces/parks as possible. There's too much concrete here 
already. More trees need to be planted - urgently. Heritage buildings are our character. Enough 
of them have been demolished. The Obelisk and its surrounding park need protection as do our 
older suburbs in general. Less concrete on the beaches too please! Make approvals conditional 
on conserving not destroying the environment. 

Our beaches are spectacular natural features - be careful about the built environment around 
them - bring people in, but don’t allow the lack of public transport to crowd out the beauty.  
Blackbutt reserve is also spectacular, but it has become so busy, more shelters has brought 
more people, sometimes to the point of being like a mall on a Saturday. This park is popular with 
tourists as well as locals, a real problem is that I see busloads of tourists walking alongside the 
very dangerous Carnley Ave, I suspect because the bus couldn't park nearby, this walking 
access to the park must be upgraded. Plenty of people walk behind the guard rails as evidenced 
by the worn paths. This must be addressed to allow easier access to the facility. 

the current housing development practice of clear-felling large areas of woodland has to be 
modified to protect flora, to protect animal habitat, to provide shade and to stabilise soil and 
prevent erosion. 

Newcastle will be impacted directly by climate change. Planning must prioritise climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. 

Keeping open green usable safe areas for humans and animals. Fence of dog area's which are 
located near children. Improve outdoor area's for leisure. 

Our heritage needs to be protected - old buildings e.g. pubs, houses, public buildings should be 
preserved. Early suburbs - Mayfield, Hamilton, Lambton, Adamstown, Tighes Hill and many 
more are having Federation and Victorian homes deteriorate and be destroyed, and modern 
brick and glass buildings in their place. The character of these suburbs is being lost. Council 
should put protections in place and take more care of our heritage. 

All cities / towns require reinvestment for renewal otherwise they will decay and wither, I am 
proud that Newcastle is moving forward down that path. I love the mix of old and ultra-modern 
buildings like the new Uni building on Hunter Street, this is a beacon to attract attention like cities 
like London or Newcastle Upon Tyne. 

As the building keep going up let’s keep the balance by planting more trees, keeping the green 
and the mix of old and new buildings. Protect our heritage, our green corridors, our beaches and 
more parks please! 

Parks and tree canopies to protect the environment. Consideration of the heritage in Newcastle 
CBD and in the older suburbs where 100-year-old homes are being torn down without a thought 
of the character of the suburb and the history it represents. 

Please protect the important heritage areas around the CBD by using a more compatible lower 
density residential zone that supports the conservation area principles. 

Newcastle needs to be more of a tourist destination there is no caravan parks except for 
Stockton it needs more tourist attractions on the foreshore like jet skiing (I know it's a working 
harbour) but surely there is somewhere to put these attractions? 

Newcastle out to Kotara is flat but hard to cycle around with children. Need safer streets in the 
form of safe cycleways, concrete kerb protected or buffered with bollards. Roads are for 
transport--not parking private vehicles. Would love to cycle to the beach rather than take the car. 
Street trees please! 
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Cycle ways, I ride everywhere and feel very unsafe on the road. Dedicated spaces would 
encourage so many people to ride as they feel safe. Beaches, green spaces, shelters for 
homeless people. Just a few small either semi or non-permanent structures. Solar shower 
cubicles. Free night parking for those living in their cars. Shower and clothes wash facilities. 

Old Newcastle Post Office, beaches, city parks and green spaces, improve Newcastle Mall, 
invest in cleaning up Newcastle West. 

Improve the Blue Green Grid - enhance and naturalise our waterways and parks.  
Increase density in sensible locations - more townhouses (less Highrise in the suburbs).  
Mixed use development that protects local village feel.  
Less car dependency. 

Stop building Highrise. Newcastle should remain open and light filled, not shadowed and 
confined. Newcastle should stay Newcastle. Those who come to make the changes, and the 
money, do not stay and do not care that they have contributed to the demise of this special 
place. Keep the old facades, keep the open spaces, keep the 'big town' atmosphere instead of a 
wannabe big city and enjoy the lifestyle. You won’t find much better. 

I love the foreshore being opened up and can't wait for the trees to mature to provide shade for 
activities. The rejuvenated foot paths on hunter street are a pleasure to walk along and still 
clean, so far. Though the walk from our place on National park street is still fort with the old dirty 
city Newcastle was. It's dark at night and the homeless lurking in shadows. The foot paths are 
treacherous, bumpy and all terrain for the older and younger pedestrians. 
I say, 'keep up the good work' and rejuvenate the Marketown area as soon as possible. The real 
investors the long-term residents south west of the foreshore, would like to be able to enjoy an 
evening stroll to the foreshore with family visitors and friends. 

Immediately stop the approval & building of more Highrise boxes for people to live in in CBD. 
Focus more on outer suburbs (Wallsend, Lambton, Adamstown, Stockton) as places for people 
to live & then give them a REAL transport system to get them in to the CBD and have people 
walking from Marketown to the transport interchange, where no-one but train travellers (who 
have to walk there) can access the Light fail)! 
It is almost impossible to get a carpark in town during the day & now people are parking illegally 
in streets in our neighbourhood so they don’t have to pay outrageous parking fees. 
Get rid of the SuperCars as soon as the contract expires. There’s been No transparency from 
the council on this issue. 

Truth and transparency. Stop with the spin that pours out of Council and please, no more “fun” 
photo ops with the Mayor. How about the Labour Councillor for Ward 1 actually answer and 
email? We’ve collated emails to her from locals and the we’ve compared her responses. That 
part was easy because there are NONE! Appalling. Stop ripping out Foreshore Park and tell us 
how much Supercars is actually costing, every single year. There is much going on in Council 
that needs to be made transparent. 

Stop cutting down trees and shrubs at the behest of supercars and replant the 13 Norfolk Pines 
that were cut down in Nobbys rd. These were providing shade to the children's playground. 
Recent university studies show that green spaces lower stress levels and enhance the quality of 
life. The quality of life in Newcastle is great for 9 months of the year and then Supercars comes 
to town. The Foreshore park should be extensively planted and not treated as a container lot for 
a car race that is providing none of the promised benefits. We are restricting access to our great 
beaches and Foreshore park for 3 months of each year. More natural vegetation to encourage 
bees, insects and other wildlife. Keep our heritage buildings. 

We need connected footpaths and shared pathways so walking and cycling are a viable 
alternative to driving. Parks and playgrounds should have shaded areas. 

beaches, blackbutt, and Glenrock as well as cycleways to get around, make our City great 

Protect our beaches and waterways, green spaces and reserves, especially Blackbutt Reserve. 
Retain the character of heritage buildings and suburbs, protect large street trees, views of our 
coast and iconic views of Newcastle, e.g. Christchurch Cathedral and Nobbys headland 

Parks and bushland with less play equipment and more natural elements such as grass mounds, 
native trees, shrubs, grasses and rocks. With a few nest boxes added to the trees, these 'natural' 
parks could become home to birds and/or other wildlife. 
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Historic buildings of walkable centres like Wallsend and Lambton are important to keep and 
enhance. The main shopping streets have interesting, inviting local character. Wallsend in 
particular could be so much more - the shopping centre has detracted from the main street, but 
this could be seen as an opportunity. Another built feature to maintain is the storm water drains - 
they're just so Newcastle. 

Beaches and the architecture at the east end must be protected and preserved. This east end 
area must be quarantined from excessive high rise which will destroy the areas uniqueness. I 
came from Sydney and Sydney as lost a lot of its character in terms of architecture looking 
largely like any concrete and glass city elsewhere in the world. 
Once a high rise comes into an area i.e. old DJs block it’s only a matter of time before it all 
becomes high rise and the low rise buildings look more and more out of place and as such are 
replaced with more high rise. 
Sensible town planning policy by the council is needed and standing up to developers who want 
to build high rise in what are low rise areas. 
Open public space that we now have must be preserved. 

The beaches are beautiful and should be protected and enhanced. The creative businesses 
make the city centre interesting and should be kept and encouraged. Being on a working port is 
an amazing feature that sets Newcastle apart from other places - I love watching the ships and 
tugs come in. There isn't much for kids to do in the city apart from the beach - some creative and 
natural play spaces are really needed. 

The ocean view from the road starting at Nobbys up through king Edward park and down to 
Merriweather. It is impossible to see at the moment because of office workers using it as a car 
park and too many events closing the roads 

The designs of new buildings in the Newcastle CBD and Train Interchange are so outdated 
(bricks and panels. So last Century). We need designs that take us into the future. Look at 
Singapore for example. Stockton Beach is a natural feature that needs to be fixed rather than 
having it used as a Political Football between The Council and the State Government. Newcastle 
needs a *Real* extension to the light rail rather than only a point to point destination. It could go 
to Broadmeadow, Knights Stadium, John Hunter and then Westfield Kotara. Give it a multi-
purpose function that is far more practical for people to use than it is at the moment. A ferry 
terminal on vacant land near the Newcastle Train Terminus would make it a real interchange. 

I personally love the way the creek near the Kotara train station has a natural look instead of the 
concrete that you see everywhere. I think this should be done all over Newcastle. It would attract 
more wildlife and make the city more environmentally friendly. It also looks a lot nicer. With the 
added bonus of creating jobs. 

keep the foreshore green & stop putting more ugly buildings there Have green belts between all 
new developments with off road cycleways and walking paths 

We are lucky to have lots of great green spaces spread throughout our neighbourhoods, many 
cities throughout the world aren't so lucky! These do more than just look nice too, research 
shows positive effects of having access to green spaces reduces crime rates and improve 
measurable health outcomes (blood pressure, blood glucose, mood disorders). It would do us 
well to keep these and create more! 
I think it would be beneficial to enhance the natural appearance of some of our waterways. 
Creeks that have been reinforced don't look like creeks anymore and this affects how people 
treat them (using them as a drain and disposing of waste). The addition of rocks and 
landscaping surrounding areas may improve their use by both people and wildlife. 

I think anything green is good! However, I did see a comment above removing the grass. 
Sometimes it might do well to replace grass with fruit trees, native trees and make more city 
community gardens but there is still a place for grass to play soccer or run around with the kids 
on a weekend. I do like the urban development of the city with the new building going up! 
However, I really don’t want to see Newcastle like every other city and get clogged in a tiny CBD. 
Instead of putting all the high rise building and urban development in the CBD, look at 
developing Adamstown, Broadmeadow, Mayfield and Lambton more so we are not so reliant on 
the CBD, spread the love over the whole city not just the tiny CBD! 
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The city centre is unique with so many beautiful buildings rising up to the cathedral from the river 
and the sea.  We are the only major city in Australia that has a beach front location.  I fail to 
understand the point of destroying this by erecting ugly high rise in the city centre.  
Congratulations on the imaginative high rises in Newcastle West which don’t block out, dwarf or 
crowd the city’s unique historic buildings. Perhaps when you are older you will appreciate what 
has been left to us and how we need to pass it on. 

Grass needs to go. It’s expensive to maintain, cutting produces CO2 emissions, uses water. 
Replacing with native plants saves water, money, emissions and created biodiversity. Also, plant 
more trees, have more walkways, protected bicycle lanes, get rid of parking, reduce traffic lanes, 
promote public transport. 

I would like to see some more restaurants on the Stockton waterfront around the ferry terminal. 
to encourage people to use the ferry from both sides and some nice cafes to have a good coffee. 

The Bather's Way is such a gem of this beautiful city: it provides healthy opportunities for locals 
and also serves to inspire visitors to come here to spend time and money. The remaining links 
deserve to be completed! Likewise, there need to be user-friendly upgrades along its path, like 
more lighting in King Edward Park and more play areas (for younger as well as older children). 
To sustain its productive growth, Newcastle also needs to integrate additional office space, 
alongside the many new residential apartment buildings. The current strategy of using art and 
other activities at the Station in order to activate the CBD area is absolutely brilliant. Newcastle is 
an amazing place -- and getting all the more amazing with time! 

Green spaces that encourage outdoor activities. Council needs to manage activity in these areas 
rather than outlaw. Likewise, for built features, it's important to recognise the activities that are 
already occurring a specific location and actively promote and encourage them rather than 
banning them. 

Don’t build a skate park bowl at South Newcastle Beach 

Keep all historical and adapt for modern use if necessary.  It would be helpful if there were less 
shops for lease in say Beaumont Street as it gives (and to other streets as well say Hunter 
Street) an air of neglect.  Perhaps give landlords some sort of incentive to encourage people to 
open shops, even pop ups!  Keep and extend all natural parks, spaces etc. 

I build height on new buildings east of Darby street SHOULD be restricted to eight storeys high 
ONLY.  Keep an ‘old town’ precinct - east of Darby street.  A lot more serious green space.  All 
new developments to have serious green space or vertical gardens to cover the ugly concrete 
exteriors.  There is a lot to improve the inner city and new developments.  Definitely more street 
lighting- 

I think most of the brutalist & art deco works should stay, as they are a fantastic style to lean on 
for future architecture ideas. ALL natural features should remain and be increased. Vacant 
council sites, traffic islands, corners etc should all be developed to promote the insects & bees’ 
requirements, taken away due to development. 

Newcastle has the most wonderful natural areas which are accessible to all, unique and 
invaluable to the community. Newcastle Council should be so proud of the following which make 
so many people's lives richer, healthier and enable a greater connection and respect for the 
environment: 1) walking paths, lights and seating areas all the way from Merewether to Throsby 
Creek. 2) Blackbutt Reserve with its Zoo, animal encounters, family spaces and excellent 
playgrounds. 3) The Fernleigh Track with its history, multiuse and natural wonders. 4) 
Remediation to riparian zones, swales, stormwater control and bushland management which has 
restored native bushland and fostered the return of native wildlife. These are vital to the health of 
all species 

Keeping a good mix of heritage buildings as well as modern, new buildings. Preserving the 
character and the age of Newcastle as a city. For example, repurposing the old Newcastle 
station and not knocking it down and building on it. The foreshore are should be preserved and 
enhanced as it captures the city and water mix. 
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Access to the whole harbour foreshore, larger parks along the foreshore.  Beaches, Blackbutt, 
Anzac walk, Bogey hole & ocean baths are what make Newcastle. A huge opportunity has been 
missed to include separate safe bike paths in the city.  The older character buildings of 
Newcastle need to be preserved & not crowded or overshadowed by high rise. 

Coastal erosion is real and will get worse with rising sea levels due to climate change. We need 
to reinforce our ocean frontages NOW if we are to save suburbs like Stockton, Merewether. And 
Bar Beach. Trucking sand to these locations is Not the solution. 
A ferry wharf at the Wickham interchange would enhance the public transport system. The 
unfortunate downside is that parking spaces at Stockton would have to be dramatically 
increased as patronage will be overwhelming. But then light rail from Stockton ferry terminal to 
airport and beyond would make a lot of sense and keep road transport down in the "long term". 
With defence housing at Fort Wallace now becoming a reality, these ideas ought to be seriously 
considered. 

Heritage character is very important to keep in the inner-city suburbs. Ugly cheap high rise are 
ruining our city's liveability. 
Natural assets such as our coastline, parks and trees must be maintained. Open green space 
with shade is very important. 

The beaches and waterways need to be protected and cleaned up, historic buildings need to be 
not only kept but enhanced, local pathways and bicycle ways need to be further developed and 
extended to better connect the parts of the city. 

The beaches, river, harbour and tributary waterways all need to be preserved and enhanced. 
Some of the recent projects are positive but more needs to be done - particularly reducing 
pollution into river system. Also, the historical character and residential amenity of the inner city 
need to be preserved. These are currently being destroyed by over-development particularly the 
proliferation of high-rise apartment buildings (too many, too big and in the wrong places) and the 
idiotic mess that is our current transport infrastructure in the city. (As a resident of the inner city 
for more than 20 years, getting to and from and around the city has never been worse - whether 
I am walking, cycling, driving or catching public transport.) 

The green spaces i.e. Our parks and street trees. 

Feature:  all our inner-city bushlands/parks (i.e., Glenrock; blackbutt); 
foreshore/honeysuckle/harbour; ALL our beaches! sporting fields; Broadmeadow racing track; 
Merewether golf club.  Character:  relaxed, casual, informal living; uncrowded; outdoor lifestyle; 
artistic; inclusive. 

The green areas , gardens, parks, foreshore ,beachfronts need maintenance and a greater 
allocation of money’s as the city renews and more people come back to live in denser living. 
I think the waterways can be enhanced to provide transport options and green lives ng space 

Newcastle aims to be a futuristic, respectful, integrated city which honours the past and looks 
with positivity to the future.  This requires maintenance and improvement to the past built areas 
and careful planning for the new areas with contemporary modernisation.  This demands self-
sufficiency and minimising the footprint in order to nurture a future beyond our dreams. 

The health of Throsby and Stryx Creeks is a vital element worth maintaining well.  Dredging 
would alleviate some issues emerging as a result of siltation. Provision of good linkages with 
existing active transport corridors would enhance the use of active transport and working with 
Keolis, as the operator, to optimise frequency and on-time running of trunk bus routes would 
increase likelihood of greater take-up.  Once these infrastructure provisions are enhanced, then 
it makes sense to increase population density in inner suburbs.  Safe, separated, cycleways 
articulating with existing transport hubs can create huge difference, but can only occur in a 
holistic framework which takes brave steps to limit the current fixation on cars and parking 

Green spaces in urban developments, particularly in Ward 4. The large developments in this 
area have removed much bushland. There is significant risk for the environment with 
unregulated development. I am aware of Councils concern, but developers seem to be able to 
override Council protections by appeal to the Land and Environment Court. I would like to see 
the State Government take a more active role of allowing local Councils determine what 
happens in their local areas without interference from higher legal jurisdictions. 
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The main thing needed to revitalise the City is more parking. When I go to the City now I use 
taxis because of the parking and a lot of Hunter street is not wide enough (with the trams) for 
them to allow me to alight 

Get rid of weed and biddo bush along fort drive & the esplanade Newcastle east Newcastle 
baths to nobbies beach replace with native fauna as previously done at Newcastle beach 

Trees. They are a great source of shade during winter and have an elegance that no built 
environment can replicate. We have to plant more and preserve the existing stock. 
Trees bring birds and create life into a monotonous streetscape. 

Housing in the suburbs that fits in with the local character by keeping trees and gardens. More 
intensive development around an extended light rail 

More NRAS (National Rental Affordability Scheme) funding, say mandate a percentage of new 
DA approved developments (if at say 20% or 30% bump it up to 30 to 40 %). Medium density 
units at affordable rent prices is essential. Make sure undercover underground car parking built 
in to keep cars off kerbs. And keeping character with heritage too but not at cost of the poor. 

Foreshore is beautiful to walk through.  King Edward Park is a beautiful space.  The walk 
between Glenrock and Merewether is a lovely coastal experience for our city a with breakfast at 
the end. Civic Park for the inner city. 

Newcastle is the regional capital and is here to serve the needs of the region.  It supports our 
regional economic, social and environmental strengths through infrastructure, education and 
leadership. 

Maintain and build on stock of street trees. Invest in making green spaces user friendly - 
maintenance, facilities such as playground, lighting. Honour the history and heritage of suburbs 
by preserving street scape and significant architecture. Create environments that are 
pedestrian/cycle friendly by enforcing speed limits, discouraging use of suburban streets by rat 
runners and extending the duration of green pedestrian light at intersections !!l 

More separated cycle paths to key locations such as tafe 

Keep historical sites free from development. Keep appropriate building sizes to local area. 

Modern, bush land needs to be kept also green space and gardens. Retain trees 

All historical buildings, parklands and natural attractions 

Parkland, Hunter St, historical buildings etc, swimming pools. 

Important for tights hill is to enhance Throsby creek utilisation 

More trains going into Newcastle, more bike paths 

More emphasis on natural areas/city green spaces - trees, natives, focus on biodiversity and 
innovative natural solutions for the inevitable stress that climate change will bring to the city and 
suburbs. Would love better, safer and more well-connected cycleways. I work with tourists/new 
arrivals to Newcastle: everyone comments on beautiful heritage architecture, this needs to be 
sensibly considered re development. We need to consider realistically how we cater to ppl 
coming to city: reality is that people do drive a lot (more parking), or else really targeted 
encouragement to use other public transport, this won't happen by itself. SO important to keep 
small music venues, bars, cafes etc around: they are vital to Newcastle's urban soul. 

More trees, grass areas & cafes along the waterfront. Encourage small boutique style shops 
along the promenade for atmosphere, such as those in Nelson Bay & Forster. Install barbeque 
facilities & picnic areas along the Carrington waterfront, with a coffee shop or kiosk, tables & 
chairs and more trees. I feel the Council does not take full advantage of our wonderful 
waterways. 

More cycleways and people-centric spaces. Less emphasis on car parking. 

More trees in Nesca and Civic park. More trees along streets to reduce heat in climate strife and 
support biodiversity in town. Continue excellent work along coastline, making it accessible to 
everybody. Build a dedicated bicycle way through centre of city. Very dangerous now, with tram 
and no bicycle way. 

An accessible and vibrant harbour. A continuous, connected waterfront shared pathway from 
Tighes Hill through the City and out to Merewether. Active waterfront through the City. 
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Pathways. 

Every suburb should have a shared pathway through and around its parkland, a modern 
playground that is regularly and adequately maintained, sports fields, footpaths and traffic 
calming devices. ‘Residential traffic areas should be established to prevent rat-running through 
residential neighbourhoods. New residential builds should not only blend, but also ‘melt into’ the 
existing neighbourhood. All developments, playground, sports field and green space 
enhancements, renovations and new builds should have a firm timeline and communication plan. 

It's important to retain the character and lifestyle of the outer suburbs. We feel that the area and 
lifestyle that we chose for ourselves, our children and our grandchildren is being transformed to 
a completely different neighbourhood. The greatest loss, with the frenzy of multiple dwellings in 
Wallsend and nearby suburbs, is the loss of privacy and safe suburban streets for our children. 
These gunbarrel style developments have been outlawed in many council areas, yet CoN just 
keeps letting them go up at a rapid pace, with no consideration of residents in the areas around, 
nor those who buy into them and then regret their choice. There's a very high sale turnover of 
these dwellings. Developers certainly seem to rule Council decisions. 

Multi use areas e.g. parkour built in community gardens in the mall. Heritage of areas and make 
butiful for visitors 

The harbour and I like the Main Street/the mall 

More lookouts. Lookout Rd could do with a lookout renewal so that visitors can see the whole 
city in its glory. Meanwhile, community spirit and cafe culture is vital to Newcastle communities 
and the council should continue to support cafes and other small businesses. The beaches could 
all get upgrades and Blackbutt Reserve is important to maintain. The Stadium and surrounding 
sports complex should be majorly upgraded. Jesmond park should be maintained and perhaps a 
skate park added. 

Some buildings need a freshen up, better ways to manage people during the v8s. If its heritage 
keep it. 

Improve public transport frequency, keep and incorporate some of the heritage and green 
spaces 

The beaches 

Nobby, Merewether Beth's and Newcastle baths. The old gaol, the old post office import and 
need renovating. The old church - the history is important. 

Maintain the main terraces around Darby street and the east end 

Need to keep as much green nature as possible. Trees, shrubs and grass. Pls don't turn grey 
and cold like Sydney. Need to build more support for inner Newcastle shops by providing free 
parking options. 

Foreshore along Newcastle, Honeysuckle, Wickham, Carrington & Stockton needs to be public 
access and easily usable by walkers, jogger, pushbikes etc. 
Don't build the high rise units all together, keep some separation, more than just a street. 
Get something done with the PO building 
Support the local businesses in CBD more, Sure the market has changed and not every 
business will survive, but they are trying and should get great support from council. 
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Appendix 4: Social Pinpoint qualitative data 

Raw data responses:  
Where is a great place?  

Precincts Suburbs 

The little beach at Carrington is a great place for water sports, 
passive recreation and family fun 

Inner North-
west Carrington 

The Throsby creek, the surrounding parkland and the bike path 
that connects these suburbs to the city are central to the 
lifestyle of this area. I get so much enjoyment and fulfilment 
from living in this area from the wildlife that lives in this creek 
and shares our neighbourhood with us. 
Riding with children on the roads is impossibly dangerous but 
on the bike path it's such a pleasure. Great active transport 
infrastructure. 

Inner North-
west Islington 

Softy’s Clubhouse. Community meeting place and arts hub. 
Zines, life drawing, artists markets and all ages music. Grass 
roots emergent placemaking. Plus, a sheep. 

Inner North-
west Islington 

The best dog park in Newcastle 
Inner North-
west Islington 

The Islington Dog park is very popular and has become 
somewhat of a community meeting spot for Tighes Hill. 

Inner North-
west Islington 

The fig trees are fantastic, as are the mangroves now growing 
in Throsby Creek. 

Inner North-
west Islington 

What a wonderful place Islington Park is, with its majestic 
avenue of giant Moreton Bay figs, Throsby Creek, the 
cycleway, and the new children's playground. A great effort by 
all involved (local residents and council). More of this please! 

Inner North-
west Islington 

Fabulous park built with local students’ ideas. It caters for 
young and old and is a great meeting place for Stocktonites 
and those who visit us on the ferry to play and skate. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Stockton Beach. 
Inner North-
west Stockton 

The open area fronting the river is great for community and 
visitors to play, fly kites, play cricket and football, fish. 
It’s important to keep this as an open space. The play area 
constructed next to the ferry terminal has been successful. A 
cafe in this area would be a great asset and successful so 
would be a good addition. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Lexies on the Beach and Stockton beach. Great place for 
meal, coffee, meet people and to relax and lovely beach 
however beach erosion is dramatically affecting the beach and 
an urgent solution is required to maintain the amenity of this 
extremely important asset for the community. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Stockton has a great beach on the 3 days a year the stars 
align and there is beach access and waves. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

An incredible beach that just needs the love, support and 
attention of local and state government to ensure future 
generations can enjoy this Stockton gem. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Great new skatepark and playground facilities. Just a short 
ferry cruise from the city. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Stockton parkrun; example community cohesion and health. 
An example of why we need to maintain open space and 

Inner North-
west Stockton 
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access. 

The breakwater is a lovely place to walk and see the old 
wrecks and what the happenings in the port and dolphins, 
seals etc and for fishing. 
Maybe some toilet facilities in this area for the visitors and 
people fishing would be a good addition. 
Of course the only issue is the breakwaters are responsible for 
the Stockton Beach erosion. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

The Stockton Resort Park is a great place for visitors to the 
coast and Stockton. It is under risk from beach erosion and 
one of the things people come to the park for namely the 
beach is under threat from beach erosion affecting the amenity 
and urgent solution of beach sand replenishment is urgently 
required 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Stockton Olympic swimming pool. This is a great asset for the 
community and visitors. It is a healthy facility for swimming, 
lappers, aquarobics, swim club, schools. It is a vital asset for 
Stockton and needs to be maintained and get as an open 50 m 
Olympic pool 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Love Stockton and the family atmosphere including for our 
furry friends. It would be great to have a fenced dog area in 
Stockton. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

The cycle track around Stockton is a great asset for the 
community and well used. It would be great to extend this 
around on the beach side of Stockton. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Amazing beach area on the river with a playground and BBQ 
facilities. Gorgeous shade in summer, sunny riverbanks in 
winter! 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Why isn’t it open? 
Inner North-
west Stockton 

The beach was our greatest asset until dredging has stopped 
the natural replenishment of sand. Now it is a frustrating 
eyesore of erosion, we need it repaired as soon as possible. 
But State Government won’t spend the money 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Little Beach, safe place for kids. Nice revegetated dune area 
but the wildlife (e.g. birds, native rats) killed by hundreds of 
cats living on the break wall. I'm not a cat hater but they need 
to be eradicated, as they don't belong there. Big problem 
Council needs to fix. Some residents feed the cats. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Stockton has so much to offer with parks, cafes and beautiful 
family areas for picnics around the foreshore. Plenty of water 
activity with surfing, swimming, paddle boarding and fishing. 
The paths around the town is a wonderful track it starts at the 
beginning of Fullerton St and takes you all around the harbour. 
It’s a great way to get to see the stunning views of the water 
and over town views. Fun for all ages. The community are so 
friendly and it’s a nice place. 

Inner North-
west Stockton 

Birdy's cafe acts as a community centre for the community. 
people connect here intentionally and incidentally. It is a 
relaxed, affordable, family friendly space that also opens its 
doors occasionally for community events, music, art, locally 
produced wares, community meetings etc. they do the 
community a huge service. 

Inner North-
west Tighes Hill 

One of the most important community spaces in Newcastle 
Inner North-
west Wickham 
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Apologies - not free meeting space- but very cheap!! 
Inner North-
west Wickham 

With so many small bowlos and clubs closing down in 
Newcastle, the Croatian Wickham Sports Club is one of the 
last community cooperatives around.  
It's a wonderful accessible space used by so many different 
groups.  
Worth protecting! 

Inner North-
west Wickham 

The Croatian club is a critical community space. Its proximity to 
the trainline makes it brilliant for community events, as well as 
carparking. Incorporates the fig tree garden, free venue hire, 
live music, pizza oven. very family friendly. Many different 
community groups use this space for a wide variety of 
activities. 

Inner North-
west Wickham 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Inner North-
west Islington 

Shoreline of Throsby creek with mangroves in place. It is a 
unique waterfront in Newcastle 

Inner North-
west Tighes Hill 

I've only lived in Tighes Hill for under a year and I 100% agree. 
My favourite suburb in Newcastle. 

Inner North-
west Tighes Hill 

Tighes Hill has all the physical characteristics that make a 
place great - intercity location, walkability (beach, cycleways, 
shopping, entertainment), access to public transport, schools. 
Those characteristics are complemented by a strong sense of 
social connection and belonging - contributing to a sense of 
safety, neighbourliness and community pride.  I have lived in 
Newcastle and Sydney but feel very fortunate to have 
experienced life in Tighes Hill - it's worthy of some serious 
research!! 

Inner North-
west Tighes Hill 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Inner North-
west Maryville 

One of dozens of handy bike paths providing shortcuts for 
cyclists throughout the whole city. 

Inner 
South-east Adamstown 

Bar Beach car park. Wonderful melting pot meeting place with 
energy and buzz. Communal hang out for all sorts of reasons 
all sorts of people - stargazing moon watching whale watching 
other reasons. Brings community together informally. FREE. 

Inner 
South-east Bar Beach 

There is a beautiful piece of street art located on this corner. 
The whale shark adds a tonne of character & charm to the row 
of old terraces on this street. It would be wonderful to see 
additional artworks added to the Cooks Hill neighbourhood. 

Inner 
South-east Cooks Hill 

Cooks Hill is a great place primarily because of the heritage of 
the area.  It is really important this its heritage is protected for 
future generations.  Walking through Cooks Hill is walking 

Inner 
South-east Cooks Hill 
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through our history.  It must be maintained and cherished. 

A great place and sporting field / courts. Trees are lovely for 
kids climbing and it is close for walking from high density 
suburb of Cooks Hill 

Inner 
South-east Cooks Hill 

We love this park! It is always so well-frequented with the 
playground, dogs, people exercising and meeting up, or just 
lying in the sun. Because it is so well-frequented, I rarely feel 
unsafe walking through it or past it in the evening or at night. 
You definitely feel the best things about living in Cooks Hill at 
this place. 

Inner 
South-east Cooks Hill 

Pachamama House. A brilliant community centre where 
anyone can hold meetings, workshops, trainings, live music 
events etc. Office spaces are rented to socially and 
environmentally conscious groups and individuals. community 
yoga space. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 
East 

The old Gregson Park Bowling Club - currently boarded up.  
This was an excellent community facility and is still owned by 
our Council/us.  It should be re-opened for genuine community 
use. 

Inner 
South-east Hamilton 

Smith Park kids play equipment next to Hamilton North 
Bowling Club. The club allows you to use the bathroom 
facilities and have great food and drinks, plus the play 
equipment is great for all ages. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 
North 

Incredible meeting place for change makers, community 
builders, skill sharers and creatives. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 
East 

Love that the Lass is still holding on, such an important part of 
Newy culture 

Inner 
South-east Wickham 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 
south 

Dixon park is an under-utilised location, although the easterly 
and westerly winds that rush through it can make it difficult to 
use. 
First thing to improve would be to have the bindies killed and 
some grass resewn into it, rather than a paddock of green 
weeds. 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 

Glenrock Reserve. Awesome mountain bike trails used by all 
ages. Would love to see more support for ongoing 
maintenance and trail building to expand on this fantastic 
facility. 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 

Hickson's lookout is such a gem, such a great quiet spot, 
people really respect it and value it which is awesome 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 

Love the baths; safe, friendly, love swimming laps and 
watching people chatting and meeting up in the water all year 
round. 

Inner 
South-east Merewether  

I completely agree with this comment. The location is 
absolutely stunning and a pleasure to walk, run and ride in.  
Sadly the riding trails are deteriorating rapidly due to at three 
areas I can readily identify; a huge surge in MTB growth, old 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 
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trails that have been improved over time but were not built 
correctly to start with, and the reduction of the legal riding 
areas several years ago in an agreement to gain some 
support. 

Glenrock city of Newcastle is the best. More effort is needed to 
ensure the many activities undertaken here do not conflict and 
are consistent with good environmental practice 

Inner 
South-east Merewether  

Merewether Ocean Baths - just magical! 
Inner 
South-east Merewether  

In close proximity to beautiful open parkland (King Edward 
Park) and headland, and bushland park (Arcadia Park) as well 
as low rise human-scaled buildings that don't detract from the 
city's heritage zone and heritage items. 

Inner 
South-east The Hill 

The dog area is brilliant, though maintenance of the area in 
recognition of its success would be nice. The hill is slowly 
turning into a wall of divots. 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 

Beautifully designed bridge located at the Strzlecki Lookout. 
Very evocative of Australian history as well as a war memorial. 

Inner 
South-east The Hill 

It’s an amazing park that so many people take their dogs to. 
They meet up to exercise and socialise it has amazing parking 
available too 

Inner 
South-east Merewether 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Kotara 
Catalyst 
Area Kotara 

Best pies and sausage rolls in town 
Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 

Great Active transport community place at:  
newcastlepushbikelibrary.wordpress.com 

Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 



 
LSPS Newcastle 2040 Report 

89 
 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Callaghan 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Jesmond 

Jesmond Park is home to the cities first (and currently only) 
disc golf course in Newcastle. Fantastic to have a free to play 
facility for local players that doesn't require travel to Lake 
Macquarie or Central Coast. More, please! 

Middle 
suburbs Jesmond 

Great park for kids of all ages, love having a basketball ring for 
a casual shoot around 

Middle 
suburbs Lambton 

Lambton Park is a great green space 
Middle 
suburbs Lambton 

Open space to walk the dog, kick a ball, have a picnic, 
exercise, attend community events and meet with locals. 
Beautiful gardens and surrounded by trees. 

Middle 
Suburbs Lambton 

Lambton Park is a great asset to Newcastle servicing sport, 
recreation and community events. 

Middle 
suburbs Lambton 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Lambton 

Blackbutt Reserve is amazing.  I love the recent playground 
upgrade and take my nieces there every time they visit.  If only 
there could be a section where we could safely walk dogs and 
not upset the ecosystem? 

Middle 
suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

Richley reserve is just the coolest and most adventurous 
playground for children; a great asset to the local community! 
Go glad the NCC made the decision to revitalise that area. 

Middle 
suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

The stadium precinct is a great asset to Newcastle. The focus 
on further development with Venues NSW seems to have 
slowed down but it would be great to see this area linked to the 
light rail network and city centre. 

Middle 
suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs 

New 
Lambton  
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Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Middle 
suburbs Waratah 

One of Newcastle’s best retail outlets and they have heaps of 
social activities on all the time as well.    Drug and alcohol-free 
place. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

This is a beautiful building; the new city campus is an example 
of really considered modern architecture. Has the opportunity 
to further link people to this part of the city at all times of day or 
night, as a hub. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Umami Bar - great coffee and fantastic food in a charming 
atmosphere 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

Any amazing landmark building that keeps watch over the city 
of Newcastle 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Regal Cinema. No comment needed. A Newcastle treasure. 
Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Olive tree markets the best markets so friendly and great food 
Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Bathers Way has positively transformed the coastline for all 
users. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Beautiful high view over the ocean from the end of Curry St. 
Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

The honeysuckle precinct including the NewSpace UoN 
campus foreshore and surrounding area overlooking the 
harbor is a place for relaxing, enjoying great food and 
entertainment, conference and business discussions, sunsets, 
arts and culture. Its development has captured the positive 
aspects of Newcastle. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

The nexus between the city and Newcastle beach, beautiful 
trees and green space 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Great park but needs more lighting and better walking/cycling 
pathways. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

I enjoy the open spaces along our harbor to sit and relax and 
watch an impressive port in action. We have the best of both 
worlds in Newcastle, beautiful landscapes and waterways and 
diverse economic activity. I also like the Aboriginal artforms 
and recognition along our harbour, as this is such crucial 
information to the context of this space. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Market Street Lawn, the new public space connecting the 
Station to the city is fantastic.  I love what is happening in that 
part of town.  The Signal Box looks amazing and it is great to 
have open space in the city centre. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 
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Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Have residence in Parnell Place in walking distance to CBD 
and Baths and Beaches and Dog off leash beach - among 
many other virtues. Clean sea air. Fine common its, sociable 
and open - faced. In all, an especially attractive living 
environment. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Sadly, this was a much-loved place in Newcastle. The loss of 
our beautiful, old theatre has meant there is not a movie 
theatre in our CBD. One would think that with the new addition 
of light rail and the push to open up facilities in the city, a 
movie theatre is a massive drawcard. 

Newcastle 
City Newcastle 

Great dog beach plenty of room to park and plenty of room to 
exercise my dogs 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

Constantly used by families on bikes, skateboards, scooters 
etc. A safe and easy environment to learn those skills. 
Needs an actual bike path connecting it to the one that 
terminates at the drain 100m to the East. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

Local Crop: Stan and Liz are such an asset to the 
neighbourhood, love being able to rely on them for fresh 
produce and not the major supermarkets. Feel lucky to have 
an accessible small-business greengrocer near me. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

Great part of the CycleSafeNetwork.org.au    
 
Direct from Newy councils 2030 vision (with full community 
consultation) is ace. Walking, cycling and public transport will 
be viable options for the majority (50% at least) of our trips.  
Reduces congestion and makes main roads faster for the 49% 
of trips done by cars (less congestion for emergency vehicles, 
and disabled permit cars).  Win, win, win for everyone. 

Outer 
suburbs 

Elermore 
Vale 

Space outside Michelle's on Victoria. Great street trees and 
spacious area. People from all walks. A place to linger. 

Outer 
suburbs Mayfield 

Good spot for some mountain biking 
Outer 
suburbs Wallsend 
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Crawchie Creek/Northcott Park is a green grass and bushland 
area that is wonderful for quiet walks, on grass or through a 
bush track, to observe the bush plants and birds, or walk the 
dog. A small playground and open areas for balls and bicycles 
for children, and picnic tables are well used. 

Outer 
suburbs Shortland 

Cook Park, Macarthur Street, Shortland/Birmingham Gardens 
Sportsground, children's playground with swing, and good view 
of the western sky and Sugarloaf Mountain 

Outer 
suburbs Shortland 

Hunter Wetlands Centre with playground and cafes. 
Waterbirds and bush birds and people enjoy this place. 

Outer 
suburbs Shortland 

This Wetland area of ponds is loved by waterbirds. The ponds 
and native bush and recent plantings adjoin Wallsend 
Swimming Pool and Federal Park and where Ironbark Creek is 
crossed by Minmi Road. Quiet walks and bird watching. 

Outer 
suburbs Shortland 

Hunter Wetlands offer a great natural resource for the 
community to both enjoy and learn from 

Outer 
suburbs Shortland 

Wallsend Library best Library in Newcastle. Love it. 
Outer 
suburbs Wallsend 

Hope the books stop disappearing from the shelves so we can 
browse and/or borrow. Worried that e books, videos, are taking 
over 

Outer 
suburbs Wallsend 

 

Raw data responses: 
Where is a great street? 

Precincts Suburbs 

Kings Road & George Streets are quiet family streets I'm 
concerned they well be under pressure from higher density 
living. Gross Street Reserve needs improvements for children to 
have a safe space to play off the streets and for families to 
enjoy. The Community Garden is a new green space developed 
by hard working residents. We want to make is a welcoming 
learning space for all to enjoy. I would like to see BBQs and 
shaded play equipment like there is in Islington Park 

Inner 
North-west 

Tighes Hill 

This street looks after each other. We have social events in the 
back lanes, water each other’s gardens and look after each 
other’s kids! 

Inner 
North-west 

Stockton 

This section of Maitland road and around the corner into 
Beaumont street is such a sweet, quirky and friendly place, full 
of independent small businesses that do a great job of 
connecting to place and community 

Inner 
North-west 

Islington 

I love Phoebe Street as it retains the style of houses that were 
built from the turn of the century. It is not posh; it is genuine and 
has many features that are quickly being lost as homes are 
'upgraded' in the name of making a quick dollar. 

Inner 
North-west 

Islington 

Kings road Tighes hill is a nice quiet family orientated street so 
works well as a 40km zone. would like to retain this as a quiet 
residential street/ area so discourage any medium to high 
density in this street and suburb. Very pleased to see the 
investment of the local community garden and street trees at 
Gross reserve. Thank you for the invite to contribute to this 
survey. 

Inner 
North-west 

Tighes Hill 

This street is lined with trees and new development has kept 
character of street by added renovations to rear of dwellings 

Inner 
North-west 

Tighes Hill 
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I agree the Fernleigh is fantastic. I love riding it. The facilities at 
the Belmont end are great - a place to picnic or park to start the 
ride. It would be good if the Adamstown end could be extended 
and provide similar facilities. 

Inner 
South-east 

Adamstown 

Fernleigh Track is outstanding. The Park Ave entrance could be 
improved, along with the route from Adamstown Station. Lots of 
tourists come to see the tunnel. 

Inner 
South-east 

Adamstown 

Heritage, character, leafy, free standing terraces. This applies to 
all of Cooks Hill 

Inner 
South-east 

Cooks Hill 

Beaumont Street is my favourite street in Newcastle. I love 
living here. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 

Having a street that is blocked off to flow through traffic really 
contributes positively to the village feel and the way the 
residents use the streets (children and pets).  It makes the place 
more human and friendly. 
Having the street blocked off has made a HUGE and positive 
difference to the sex trade that used to have a negative impact 
on us as residents. 

Inner 
South-east 

Cooks Hill 

Great old deco style houses and wide streets Inner 
South-east 

Cooks Hill 

Beaumont Street Hamilton is a great eat street and café strip.  I 
love wandering there. 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 

Gordon Avenue beautiful wide tree lined in a residential suburb 
with stunning heritage houses and heaps of character 

Inner 
South-east 

Hamilton 
south 

Wonderful street to live in lots of young families and street 
parties. 

Inner 
South-east 

Adamstown 

Gosford Road Adamstown. Yet unspoilt by an apartment block. Inner 
South-east 

Adamstown 

Regent Street is great because it is one of the hot spot areas in 
New Lambton. There are many shops and services along this 
road, making it a great street. 

Middle 
suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

The established street trees and avenue planting along Durham 
Road. 

Middle 
suburbs 

Lambton 

It's Newcastle’s best shopping and eating strip, but is there 
something else going on? Has the council been too busy 
looking elsewhere (only so many resources!)? It is tired, dirty, 
smelly (especially outside Sanctum and Autumn Rooms), with 
the bane of Newcastle - bitumen footpaths :-( 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 

Agree. Darby Street has lost its 24/7 buzz of years gone by. I'm 
exaggerating the time, but point is that it feels less accessible 
past 2pm most days, maybe due to more options in competition 
with it. 
It has become tired and dirty, which could be the other factor. 
Goldberg’s still is the best post 2pm location by far. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle  

It has a variety of shops that need to be supported by council 
with subsidised rent to maintain a variety of businesses. I really 
feel Darby St could be further enhanced with quality lighting, 
street furniture and sculptures. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle  
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The much-maligned pedestrian mall actually has a lot of hidden 
gems - but it seems that a lot of the really positive gains 
leveraged by Renew Newcastle and other ventures have been 
allowed to fade and have not been supported adequately in the 
wake of new construction. If we develop areas around the mall 
and the surrounding city centre, have things to do and places to 
go for these new and old residents!! People are really working 
hard to hold on in this area, and are an asset, support them 
please!! 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

Darby street is often talked about as one of the main bustling 
streets, but again, worried that it is feeling the pinch with many 
shops and restaurants closing or moving - this downturn should 
be really worrying to the city! People who visit Newcastle often 
have commented to me about how much they love the variety 
and friendliness of this one small strip of street. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 

Hunter Street is great because it is a hub, has such a great 
coffee culture, and is easy to get around thanks to the new light 
rail (which will hopefully soon get extended ;) ) It is near to the 
beach, civic theatre, the university, Town Hall, Darby Street, 
Civic Park and other CBD hubs, making it a really great place to 
work and live. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

Darby street is lively and packed with different, unique and 
interesting shops and restaurants. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 

I like the blended and interesting housing and garden styles that 
add to the character to this street. There is always a lot going 
on, with neighbour's interacting, people walking with their 
children and dogs, commuters walking into the city in the 
mornings and evenings, which all blend together to make this 
street feel safe and alive. 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 

I love the character of this area, and the quality of restaurants 
and bars, has a very sweet little village feel 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

This little section of King street has always been lively and with 
great shopping, eating and drinking options, but I am worried, 
as businesses are moving away and feeling the pinch. Was 
even more great when Tower cinemas was there. Great 
concentration of places to visit at night and day 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 

Parnell Place is a boulevard with its own dedicated park 
adjacent, 'ancient' housing in good repair, and sound parking 
arrangements 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

Dumaresq St is beautiful but east-bound very difficult to ride 
with children alongside the parked cars. Look forward to a 
separated cycleway--there's room on the side of the 
racecourse! 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
West 

Under looked, but always great little businesses along here, 
lively always, friendly business owners 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

Our neighbours all get on, work together and feel safe in our 
little cul-de-sac. Kids can play safely out in the street. We're a 
pretty homogenous little group up to this point in time. Please let 
our street stay this way. 

Outer 
suburbs 

Elmore Vale 
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Raw data responses: 
Where is a great neighbourhood? 

Precincts Suburb 

Islington has a great village feel - it’s nice for older folk, student 
demographics (tafe and uni) and families as well.  The scale is 
small, low-rise and friendly - it's very human in scale. 
The traffic in the back streets (i.e. not Maitland Rd, Hubberd or 
Beaumont Streets) is low level which is nice given the number 
of children and pets around the place. 

Inner North-
west 

Islington  

Tighes Hill is a great, environmentally conscious, and friendly 
neighbourhood. 

Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  

The people...and the amazing location  Inner North-
west 

Stockton 

Stockland shopping centre good collection of shops and local 
services 

Inner North-
west 

Stockton 

I love walking around this area. The creek is begging to be 
realised as the gem it really is. Parks, house renovations, slight 
improvements to bike paths are all great. It feels like it is on the 
cusp of blossoming. 

Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  

Tighes Hill has a strong community character and identity, 
which gives the area a warm, welcoming look and feel. This has 
developed steadily over the past four decades, and planners 
should be careful to ensure that this local character is 
preserved and enhanced. The suburb now has three coffee 
shops, all of which play an important role in the local 
community, but it's a pity that the local shopping centre is 
otherwise effectively dead. 

Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  

Proximity to town was good, like the cycleways, convenience. 
liked the harbour. 

Inner North-
west 

Wickham 

Proposed enhancement for Tighes hill Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  

Stockton is a great neighbourhood and has a good community 
feel and active community groups. It has the beach (under 
threat from beach erosion), the river, cycle tracks and many 
other good things. 
Key threats are the beach erosion, pollution from industry of 
Kooragang Island and over development and loss of open 
space 

Inner North-
west 

Stockton 

Tighes Hill has a strong sense of community identity, reflected 
and reinforced in its local character. Unfortunately, some recent 
developments don't reflect this local character, despite 
assurances in the council's current strategic planning 
document, and repeated attempts by residents to give some 
substance to these assurances. Let's hope that this new 
process will remedy that. 

Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  

Stockton is a fantastic community. Friendly, caring people, 
beautiful views, terrific parks, fantastic beach (despite the sand 
erosion that continues), a quick ferry ride to Newcastle, a huge 
range of sports and activities for kids and a strong community 
feel. 

Inner North-
west 

Stockton 

The area formerly known as Georgeville, as well as greater 
Islington, Wickham and Tighes Hill (the suburbs around 
Throsby Creek) is a gem. Considered 'undesirable' for a long 
time it escaped the worst of demolition and modernisation that 
happened in more 'desirable' locations. This treasure of an area 

Inner North-
west 

Tighes Hill  
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is a time capsule that should be carefully nurtured so that it 
retains its wonderful character. Once that character has been 
lost it cannot be replaced. 

The preservation of the Cooks Hill Heritage Conservation Area, 
although decimated in recent years through inappropriate 
development, has created the village of Cooks Hill.  It is a 
wonderful neighbour where resident care about each other and 
what is happening in their community. 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

I love Cooks Hill as it is older, interesting, walkable to 
everything including the beach and leafy. It offers sporting, 
shopping and employment opportunities. It has nearby 
childcare opportunities and good schools. 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

Foot traffic, local shops, friendly neighbourhood feel. Inner South-
east 

Hamilton 
south 

Great use of park for local markets, surrounded by a lovely low-
rise suburb and open-air shops and cafes along Darby St 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

Cooks Hill is so diverse. It offers so many services and 
opportunities in close proximity/walking distance, e.g. cafes, 
childcare, libraries, doctors, pubs, parks, shopping centres etc. 
The housing styles blend classic with new, eccentric with 
modern. There are always people around and a sense of buzz. 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

Looking forward to more open green space in Adamstown as 
the land zoned R3 medium density residential develops over 
time. 

Inner South-
east 

Adamstown 

Adamstown Heights is a very well-maintained neighbourhood 
and pleasantly peaceful. 

Inner South-
east 

Adamstown 

Cooks Hill is friendly and inclusive. Has a great sense of itself, 
and in my experience, people look out for each other and check 
on each other as neighbours. Love how close everything is, and 
the sense of community at its main hangouts (i.e. the Ori and 
Lowlands, Centennial Park, Saturday sport at the netball courts 
etc). 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

Great neighbours, beautiful area, trees.  As long as there's not 
more high rises, not more fast traffic caused by council opening 
roads, no more trees to be killed 

Inner South-
east 

Cooks Hill 

Great to see medium density residential being developed near 
Adamstown shops. Bringing more people to this area will 
improve the vibrancy. 

Inner South-
east 

Adams 
town 

New Lambton is a great suburb because there is so much 
variety and culture and yet everyone feels tight and close and 
welcome when they are there. There is so much going on and it 
is a great place to live with parks and other public services 
throughout. 

Middle 
Suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

Waratah is a great suburb. It has some amazing schools (St 
Philip's Christian College) and wonderful medical facilities (The 
Mater, Newcastle Eye Hospital, Newcastle Specialist Centre) 

Middle 
Suburbs 

Waratah 

A nice mix of old and new buildings, wide streets, green spaces 
and trees within a good proximity to local village type shops and 
not too far from CBD. Well serviced by public transport. 

Middle 
suburbs 

Lambton 

New Lambton Heights is a great neighbourhood. Friendly 
neighbours and good communication between neighbours.  It 
would be better if the cars the speed through there and crash 
their tailers etc over the speed humps were more considerate of 
the noise they made and realise that people are live there too! 

Middle 
Suburbs 

New 
Lambton 
Heights 
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Lambton high street is a lively local centre with a great mix of 
shops and services on offer. The development site currently 
under construction will bring shop top residents into this centre 
and strengthen small business confidence in the area. A 
balance between maintaining local character and ensuring long 
term business viability is crucial across local centres throughout 
Newcastle. 

Middle 
Suburbs 

Lambton 

New Lambton (Regent St, Alma Rd, Lambton Rd area). The 
community in this area is great. People are always friendly; the 
area feels safe and the vibe is relaxing. There's a good cafe 
culture in the area that supports this community interaction and 
most things people need are available in the area, meaning 
locals don't have to travel far to get what they need. Close drive 
to anywhere (CBD, Kotara, Wallsend, Mayfield, etc) being 
pretty much the centre. It's one of the few areas people smile in 
Newy 

Middle 
Suburbs 

New 
Lambton 

The community at Newcastle Beach in the mornings, around 
Estabar and The Kiosk makes me want to move into the city. It 
may not fit the definition of neighbourhood, but that it how it 
operates. Newcastle’s best morning location, beach wise - sorry 
Merewether and Bar Beach... 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle  

Great neighbours and everyone is friendly. Great view from end 
of Beach St! 

Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle 
East 

I love paying $4 an hour for parking in Newcastle Newcastle 
City 

Newcastle  

 

 


