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Subject: LMM 26/03/2019 -  CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUE TERRORIST ATTACKS 
CONDOLENCE MOTION 

 
MOTION 
That City of Newcastle: 
  

1. Stands in solidarity with the people of the City of Christchurch, and New Zealand, 
following the cowardly and hate-filled Christchurch terrorist attacks, which tragically killed 
50, and injured dozens of innocent worshippers of the Muslim faith on Friday,  
15 March 2019. 

2. Condemns these acts of violence and terror that have brought such death and 
devastation to the City of Christchurch and to the people of New Zealand;  

3. Proudly acknowledges the overwhelming support that Novocastrians have shown for our 
local Muslim community, with over one thousand people attending vigils across the City 
of Newcastle as a mark of respect and solidarity for our grieving community.  

4. Joins the Newcastle Muslim community in calling for peace, unity and respect following 
these evil, hate-filled and cowardly attacks on innocent worshippers;   

5. Writes to Mayor Lianne Dalziel, Christchurch City Council, and New Zealand Prime 
Minister, the Rt Hon. Jacinda Ardern, on behalf of all Novocastrians, offering the City of 
Newcastle’s sincerest sympathies and our admiration for the strength and resilience 
shown by the people of Christchurch and New Zealand; 

6. Holds a Two Minute’s Silence to pay respect to those who have been killed and injured, 
their families and friends, the City of Christchurch and New Zealand communities.  

 
Background: 
  
As a progressive, peaceful and welcoming City, the City of Newcastle utterly condemns the 
cowardly and hate filled Christchurch Mosque terrorist attacks. 
 
We are immensely saddened by the loss of 50 innocent people, and the injury of dozens.  
 
Australia and New Zealand are family and we grieve with our brothers and sisters.  
 
We offer our condolences, our sympathy and solidarity to all who have lost someone they love.  
 
We thank the people of Newcastle, for extending such respect and solidarity to the Newcastle 
Muslim community, in this moment of grief and sadness.  
 
Prime Minister of New Zealand, The Rt. Hon. Jacinda Ardern’s full statement to the New 
Zealand Parliament on the Christchurch terror attacks 
 
Tuesday, 19 March 2019 
 
Mr Speaker, Al salam Alaikum 
 
Peace be upon you. And peace be upon all of us.  
 
Mr Speaker the 15th of March will now forever be a day etched in our collective memories. On a 
quiet Friday afternoon a man stormed into a place of peaceful worship and took away the lives 
of 50 people.  
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That quiet Friday afternoon has become our darkest of days.  
 
But for the families, it was more than that. It was the day that the simple act of prayer – of 
practising their Muslim faith and religion – led to the loss of their loved ones lives.  
 
Those loved ones, were brothers, daughters, fathers and children.  
 
They were New Zealanders. They are us.  
 
And because they are us, we, as a nation, we mourn them.  
 
We feel a huge duty of care to them. And Mr Speaker, we have so much we feel the need to 
say and to do. 
 
One of the roles I never anticipated having, and hoped never to have, is to voice the grief of a 
nation.  
 
At this time, it has been second only to securing the care of those affected, and the safety of 
everyone. 
 
And in this role, I wanted to speak directly to the families. We cannot know your grief, but we 
can walk with you at every stage. We can. And we will, surround you with aroha, manaakitanga 
and all that makes us, us. Our hearts are heavy but our spirit is strong. 
 
Mr Speaker, 6 minutes after a 111 call was placed alerting the police to the shootings at Al-Noor 
mosque, police were on the scene. 
  
The arrest itself was nothing short of an act of bravery. Two country police officers rammed the 
vehicle from which the offender was still shooting. They pulled open his car door, when there 
were explosives inside, and pulled him out.  
 
I know we all wish to acknowledge that their acts put the safety of New Zealanders above their 
own, and we thank them.  
 
But they were not the only ones who showed extraordinary courage.  
 
Naeem Rashid, originally from Pakistan, died after rushing at the terrorist and trying to wrestle 
the gun from him. He lost his life trying to save those who were worshipping alongside him. 
 
Abdul Aziz, originally from Afghanistan, confronted and faced down the armed terrorist after 
grabbing the nearest thing to hand – a simple eftpos machine. He risked his life and no doubt 
saved many with his selfless bravery. 
 
There will be countless stories, some of which we may never know, but to each, we 
acknowledge you in this place, in this House. 
 
For many of us the first sign of the scale of this terrorist attack was the images of ambulance 
staff transporting victims to Christchurch hospital.  
 
To the first responders, the ambulance staff and the health professionals who have assisted – 
and who continue to assist those who have been injured.  
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Please accept the heartfelt thanks of us all. I saw first-hand your care and your professionalism 
in the face of extraordinary challenges. We are proud of your work, and incredibly grateful for it. 
Mr Speaker, if you'll allow, I'd like to talk about some of the immediate measures currently in 
place especially to ensure the safety of our Muslim community, and more broadly the safety of 
everyone.  
 
As a nation, we do remain on high alert. While there isn’t a specific threat at present, we are 
maintaining vigilance. 
  
Unfortunately, we have seen in countries that know the horrors of terrorism more than us, there 
is a pattern of increased tension and actions over the weeks that follow that means we do need 
to ensure that vigilance is maintained.  
 
There is an additional and ongoing security presence in Christchurch, and as the police have 
indicated, there will continue to be a police presence at mosques around the country while their 
doors are open. When they are closed, police will be in the vicinity.  
 
There is a huge focus on ensuring the needs of families are met. That has to be our priority. A 
community welfare centre has been set up near the hospital in Christchurch to make sure 
people know how to access support.  
Visas for family members overseas are being prioritised so that they can attend funerals. 
Funeral costs are covered, and we have moved quickly to ensure that this includes repatriation 
costs for any family members who would like to move their loved ones away from New 
Zealand.  
 
We are working to provide mental health and social support. The 1737 number yesterday 
received roughly 600 texts or phone calls. They are on average lasting around 40 minutes, and I 
encourage anyone in need to reach out and use these services. They are there for you. 
 
Our language service has also provided support from more than 5000 contacts, ensuring 
whether you are ACC or MSD, you are able to pass on the support that is needed, in the 
language that is needed.  To all those working within this service, we say thank you. 
 
Our security and intelligence services are receiving a range of additional information. As has 
been the case in the past, these are being taken extremely seriously, and they are being 
followed up. I know though Mr Speaker, that there have rightly been questions around how this 
could have happened here. In a place that prides itself on being open, peaceful, diverse.  
 
And there is anger that it has happened here.  
 
There are many questions that need to be answered, and the assurance that I give you is that 
they will be.  
 
Yesterday Cabinet agreed that an inquiry, one that looks into the events that led up to the attack 
on 15 March, will occur. We will examine what we did know, could have known, or should have 
known. We cannot allow this to happen again. 
 
Part of ensuring the safety of New Zealanders must include a frank examination of our gun 
laws. As I have already said Mr Speaker, our gun laws will change. Cabinet met yesterday and 
made in-principle decisions, 72 hours after the attack. Before we meet again next Monday, 
these decisions will be announced.  
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Mr Speaker, there is one person at the centre of this act of terror against our Muslim community 
in New Zealand.   
 
A 28-year-old man – an Australian citizen – has been charged with one count of murder. Other 
charges will follow. He will face the full force of the law in New Zealand. The families of the 
fallen will have justice. 
 
He sought many things from his act of terror, but one was notoriety.  
 
And that is why you will never hear me mention his name. He is a terrorist. He is a criminal. He 
is an extremist. But he will, when I speak, be nameless.   
 
And to others I implore you: speak the names of those who were lost, rather than name of the 
man who took them.  
 
He may have sought notoriety, but we in New Zealand will give him nothing. Not even his name. 
Mr Speaker, we will also look at the role social media played and what steps we can take, 
including on the international stage, and in unison with our partners. There is no question that 
ideas and language of division and hate have existed for decades, but their form of distribution, 
the tools of organisation, they are new.  
 
We cannot simply sit back and accept that these platforms just exist and that what is said on 
them is not the responsibility of the place where they are published. They are the publisher. Not 
just the postman. There cannot be a case of all profit no responsibility. This of course doesn’t 
take away the responsibility we too must show as a nation, to confront racism, violence and 
extremism. I don’t have all of the answers now, but we must collectively find them.  And we 
must act. 
 
Mr Speaker, we are deeply grateful for all messages of sympathy, support and solidarity that we 
are receiving from our friends all around the world.  And we are grateful to the global Muslim 
community who have stood with us, and we stand with them.  
 
Mr Speaker, I acknowledge that we too also stand with Christchurch, in a devastating blow that 
this has been to their recovery. I acknowledge every member of this House that has stood 
alongside their Muslim community but especially those in Canterbury as we acknowledge this 
double grief 
 
As I conclude I acknowledge there are many stories that will have struck all of us since the 15th 
of March.  
 
One I wish to mention, is that of Hati Mohemmed Daoud Nabi. 
 
He was the 71-year-old man who opened the door at the Al-Noor mosque and uttered the words 
‘Hello brother, welcome’. His final words. Of course he had no idea of the hate that sat behind 
the door, but his welcome tells us so much – that he was a member of a faith that welcomed all 
its members, that showed openness, and care.  
 
I have said many times Mr Speaker, we are a nation of 200 ethnicities, 160 languages. We 
open our doors to others and say welcome. And the only thing that must change after the 
events of Friday, is that this same door must close on all of those who espouse hate and fear.  
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Yes the person who committed these acts was not from here. He was not raised here. He did 
not find his ideology here, but that is not to say that those very same views do not live here.  
I know that as a nation, we wish to provide every comfort we can to our Muslim community in 
this darkest of times. And we are. The mountain of flowers around the country that lie at the 
doors of mosques, the spontaneous song outside the gates. These are ways of expressing an 
outpouring of love and empathy. But we wish to do more. 
 
We wish for every member of our communities to also feel safe. Safety means being free from 
the fear of violence.  
 
But it also means being free from the fear of those sentiments of racism and hate, that create a 
place where violence can flourish. And every single one of us has the power to change that.  
 
Mr Speaker on Friday it will be a week since the attack. Members of the Muslim community will 
gather for worship on that day. Let us acknowledge their grief as they do. Let’s support them as 
they gather again for worship. 
 
We are one, they are us. 
 
Christchurch mosque massacre: Newcastle rallies around 
Wallsend, Mayfield Islamic communities at vigils 
The Newcastle Herald | Helen Gregory | 17 March 2019 
 

 
Flowers were laid at Hunter mosques over the weekend in the aftermath of the Christchurch 
massacre. Photo: Jonathon Carroll, The Newcastle Herald 
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NEWCASTLE's grieving Muslim community has been overwhelmed by support following the 
Christchurch mosque massacre, saying they will continue to celebrate their faith to show that 
terrorists have not won. 

About 200 people attended Newcastle Muslim Association's Sunday afternoon vigil at its 
Wallsend mosque and about 800 came to The Islamic Centre of Newcastle's Saturday night vigil 
at its Mayfield mosque. Leaders said prayers for the dead and called for peace and unity. 

Newcastle Muslim Association's Sheikh Mohammed Khamis said "the trauma we are 
experiencing today is not just for Muslims alone, it affects all of us together". 

Dr Abdulrazak Mohamad, Uniting Church Reverend Neil Smith, Newcastle MP Sharon Claydon 
and Macquarie College principal Rohan Deanshaw also spoke at Wallsend. Police from Strike 
Force Raptor attended. 

Uniting Church representative David Whitson brought a sign bearing Crowded House lyrics, 
'They come to build a wall between us, we know they won't win'. 

Dr Abdulrazak Mohamad said he felt "shame" the alleged perpetrator was Australian but knew 
the man's beliefs didn't reflect those of all Australians. 

He said the vigil, flowers and cards were a "true representation" of the relationship between 
Muslims and non-Muslims in Wallsend. 

"This is not a Muslim gathering, it's a community gathering to show our solidarity as an 
Australian community against sick mentality and evil ideology wherever it comes from and 
whoever the perpetrator is," he said. 

"We are sending a strong message across the community and nation that this is the real 
Australia - we all want mutual respect, harmony, peace and unity. We're all responsible for - and 
entitled to - living in safety." 

Dr Mohamad said Muslims would "never change" their commitment to their faith, "because we 
don't think what we have been doing is wrong". 

"That would give them the feeling of victory, but they are not victorious, they are losers," he said. 

"To lean in to those ideologies would give them the idea they are right. We will keep doing what 
we are doing and walking hand in hand with others." 

Dr Mohamad said while he had been "careful" about his wife and children attending their place 
of worship, increasing security at the mosque was a "double edged sword". 

"Giving more security will give the feeling of insecurity, both for worshippers and our brothers 
and sisters in Newcastle," he said. 

"There has been fear and there have been calls to consider security in our mosque. Hopefully 
there is no need to put guards on." 

At Mayfield, Sheikh Mohamed Hamed told a vigil including Catholic Bishop Bill Wright, 
Anglican Bishop Dr Peter Stuart and Newcastle City Police District Superintendent Brett 
Greentree that "Islamophobia and hate can no longer be ignored and the spread of hate must 
stop". 
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He urged the community to "call out actions for what they are and work with Islamic religious 
communities to improve love, respect and understanding". "Please, listen to us, do not hear 
about us." 

 

COMING TOGETHER: The Wallsend mosque vigil on Sunday. Picture: Helen Gregory 

Sheikh Hamed and centre secretary Forugh Dorani said they heard about the attack 30 minutes 
before 1.30pm Friday prayers started. 

"I felt empty," Mr Dorani said. 

"I thought 'Someone can walk in here, anybody could be targeted'." 

People had started to leave flowers by the time they emerged. 

Visitors over the weekend offered handshakes, hugs and kind words and asked how they could 
show their support. 

Sheikh Hamed said police visited twice on Friday, four times on Saturday and said they would 
visit for the next few Fridays. He said members of the public also said they would visit on future 
Fridays in a sign of solidarity. 

"The sentiments and gestures give us hope, they give us strength," Mr Dorani said. "They show 
the power of humanity." 
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They said they expected about 400 for the vigil and were surprised to see people "of all religions 
and no religion" filling the mosque and gathering outside. 

Sheikh Hamed said he couldn't speak for a few minutes and had to avoid eye contact with 
emotional visitors to keep his composure.  

"The solidarity from the community, from people around us, is very, very, very appreciated," he 
said.  

"We are one body, we are together." 
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