
                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Baby Business 

By Jasmine Seymour 

Illustrated by Jasmine Seymour 

 

 

 

 Baby Business tells the story of a Darug baby smoking ceremony that 
welcomes baby to country. The smoke is a blessing – it will protect 
the baby and remind them that they belong. This beautiful ritual is 
recounted in a way young children will completely relate to and is 
enhanced by gentle illustrations. Darug language words are 
integrated throughout, with a glossary at the back. Central to this 
stunning book is a message of connection to Country and the need to 
care for it.   
 

. 

 

 

You will find this book in the PRC book section filed under – S 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=baby+business&te=


 

                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Nop 

By Caroline Margerl 

Illustrated by Caroline Margerl 

 

 

Reviewed by Cheryl 

 Nop, a scruffy kind of bear, sits in Oddmint's Dumporeum watching and 
waiting. All the other toys in the Dumporeum have been mended and 
found wonderful new homes. All except Nop. Until one day Nop, dressed 
in his new bow-tie, has an idea that will change his life forever.  

With pages of whimsical words and bright, engaging illustrations, Nop is a 
gentle story about valuing yourself, taking chances, meeting new friends 
and finding the place you belong. Go on a journey with Nop that is both 
magical and melancholy but ultimately is full of hope and joy.  

A lovely picture book for ages 3+ years 

. 

You will find this book in the PRC K-2 book section filed under – M 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=nop&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Goodbye House, Hello House 

By Margaret Wild 

Illustrated by Ann James 

Reviewed by Mala 

 Goodbye House, Hello House chronicles a young girl’s journey leaving 

the country house she has grown up in and moving to a new house in 

the city. We see a ritual develop as she fondly bids farewell to familiar 

sights and activities as she does them for the last time. As we come to 

the middle of the story this ritual flips to one of hello’s and ‘This is the 

first time I will...’. We sense her enthusiasm at embracing new daily 

rituals and experiences.  

Ann James’ vibrant illustrations capture the excitement of this big event 

in a child’s life. This is a wonderful, positive story to share if you are 

planning to move houses or if your child is going through other life 

changes they may be feeling nervous about. 

 

 

. 

 

You will find this book in the Picture book section filed under – W 

      
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/access/search/results?qu=goodbye+house%2C+hello+house&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

The Little Wave 

By Pip Harry 

 

 

Reviewed by Julie 

Successful YA author, Pip Harry, makes her first foray into writing for 
a younger audience in this moving and heart-warming verse novel.  
It’s a story about friendship, new experiences and staying true to 
yourself.  
 
When a Manly school sets out to bring a country class to the city for a 
beach visit, three very different kids find each other and themselves. 
Noah is fearless in the surf. Being at the beach makes him feel free. 
So where does his courage go when his best mate pushes him 
around? Lottie loves collecting facts about bugs, but she wishes her 

dad would stop filling their lonely house with junk. Jack wants to be a cricket star, but first 
he has to get to school and look after his little sister. Especially if he wants to go on the class 
trip and see the ocean for the first time! 
 
This is a novel where you can’t help but empathise with the characters. Being in verse the 
pace moves along quickly, which may suit a more reluctant reader. Shortlisted for two major 
awards in 2020, this novel is highly recommended.  
 
Age: 9-12 years 
 

 

You will find this book in the Children’s Stories section filed under – Harry, P 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.  
 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=little%20wave&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

The thing about Oliver 

By Deborah Kelly 

 

 

 

Reviewed by Julie 

Here’s a story to draw on the heart strings!  Twelve-year-old Tilly 
dreams of becoming a marine scientist, but she doesn’t even own a 
swimsuit. Instead, all her mum’s money, time and emotional energy 
goes into supporting her autistic brother, Oliver. She’s left feeling 
invisible, rather like being in a fish tank that everyone looks through 
(hence the cover image).  
 
Shortlisted for two major awards in 2020, this is novel that will be 
enjoyed by children and adults alike, as it draws us into the 
characters and leaves the reader with a new appreciation how family 
life can be for those with a special needs child.  

 
Highly recommended.  
Age: 9-13 years 
 

 

You will find this book in the Children’s Stories section filed under – Kelly, D 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=thing+about+oliver&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Tilly 

By Jane Godwin 

Illustrated by Anna Walker 

 

 

 

Tillys found the perfect hiding place to keep her special treasures. No 

one knows about it, not even her big brothers and sister, who know 

everything. But one day, something happens that Tilly could never have 

imagined... Jane Godwin and Anna Walker have created a wistful, 

enchanting and timeless story about an old house, a young girl, and how 

the small things we hold dear stay with us always. 

 

. 

 

 

You will find this book in the PRC book section filed under – G 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=Tilly&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

When Billy was a Dog 

By Kirsty Murray 

Illustrated by Karen Blair 

 

 

Reviewed by Mala 

 From the dream team that bought us the joyous Puddle Hunters 
comes this charming tale of a boy dreaming of owning his very own 
dog. When Billy’s parents deny his request, he decides to take 
matters into his own hands and become a puppy himself. We 
follow a day in the life of Billy the Dog as he challenges his parents 
with his doggy antics and his only word - ‘Woof!’ At the end of the 
day Billy joins his best dog friend Fluff next door for a nap but must 
leave when it is time for Fluff to have her pups. Could there be a 
special surprise in store for Billy?  

A heartwarming and hilarious read for all children that love to play with dogs and love pretending to 
be dogs!  

 

 

. 

You will find this book in the Picture book section filed under – M 

      
      
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=when+billy+was+a+dog&te=

