
                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Murder by milk bottle by Lynne Truss 

 

Reviewed by Skye 

 Murder by Milk Bottle is the third book in the charming 
and quirky Constable Twitten series. Although I have read the 
series in order, I’ve been assured by library members that 
they can also be enjoyed as stand-alone novels.  

 

The story opens in Brighton, in the summer of 1957.  
Constable Twitten is feeling overwhelmed, there have been 
murders, hypnotism, and all manner of criminal chicanery 
since his arrival in this seemingly crime-free coastal village. 
 
And what should he do about Mrs Groynes, the 
station charlady with criminal connections?  
 
When three people are murdered on the same night (each 
battered and stabbed with milk bottles) Twitten, Sergeant 
Brunswick and Inspector Steine need to solve this puzzling 
string of murders and rescue the town’s reputation as a safe 
and enjoyable holiday location.   

 

This book, like the others in the series, crackles with good 
humour and excellent characters. Station smarty pants, Twitten, continues to use his big brain in 
ways that invariably irritate his colleagues, Inspector Steine focuses on the importance of judging the 
local ice-cream competition, Sergeant Brunswick’s focus is continually interrupted by the offer of his 
favourite teacake and Mrs Groynes remains up to no good!  

 

This is a great read for anyone who enjoys a cosy murder mystery.   

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here   
  
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:504745/one?qu=murder+by+milk+bottle


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Contacts by Mark Watson 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

  
James Chiltern boards the 23:50 sleeper train from London to 
Edinburgh with two pork pies, six beers and a packet of chocolate 
digestives. At 23:55 he sends a message to all 158 people in his 
contacts, telling them that he plans to end his life in the morning. He 
then switches his phone to flight mode. He's said goodbye.  
 
To him, it's the end of his story – and time to crack open the 
biscuits. But across the world, 158 phones are lighting up with a 
notification. Phones belonging to his mum. His sister. His ex-best 
friend. The woman who broke his heart. People he's lost touch with. 
People he barely knows. And for them, the message is only the 
beginning of the journey.  
  
Funny and wise, tender and deeply moving, Contacts is a beautiful 
story about the weight of loneliness, the importance of kindness – and 

how it's never too late to reach out.   
  
Reserve your copy here now  
 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=Contacts&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Christmas Tales by William McInnes 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

Tis the season to be jolly! One of Australia's favourite storytellers is 
back with a collection of stories about everyone's favourite family 
holiday.  
  
It's the holiday where shopping centres become a sea of dazed 
shoppers bearing checklists as long as your arm, lunch is a never 
ending buffet of prawns and ham and your electricity bill is doubly 
struck by having to run the fan all day and keep those decorative lights 
blinking through the night.  
  
William McInnes’, tackles the silly season in a way only he can - telling 
stories brimming with good humour and nostalgia, to remind us what 
Christmas is all about: family.  
 I found myself laughing out loud at some of these hilarious stories and 
shedding a tear at some of the touching reminisces. You don’t have to 

wait until Christmas to read this, it is a book for all seasons.  
  
Reserve your copy here now  
 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=Christmas%20tales&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

The Bluffs by Kyle Perry 

 

Reviewed by Skye 

The Bluffs is a perfect example of the exciting new talent on the 
Australian scene. If you’ve ever lived in a small town, you’ll be 
completely immersed in this story of four girls who go missing in 
Tasmania’s Great western Tiers during a school camp.  
 

This wonderfully written debut novel weaves together blackmail, 
revenge, inappropriate relationships, and social media into a tightly 
driven plot.  
It’s a dark, and sometimes challenging read. The characters aren’t 
always likeable, on occasions their actions are deplorable, with very 
few finding (or even seeking) redemption.  
 

The Bluffs is an intriguing mystery, with lots of twists that keep you 
guessing. I’m really looking forward to whatever Kyle Perry writes 
next.  
  

  
Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the+bluffs&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

Between life and death there is a library, and within that library, the 
shelves go on forever. Every book provides a chance to try another life 
you could have lived. To see how things would be if you had made 
other choices . . . Would you have done anything different, if you had 
the chance to undo your regrets?”  
 
A dazzling novel about all the choices that go into a life well lived, 
from the internationally bestselling author of Reasons to Stay 
Alive and How To Stop Time.  
 
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library 
that contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of 
another reality.  

 
One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived 
if you had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might 
have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these 
other lives truly be better?  
 
Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a 
new one, following a different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a 
glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide 
what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place.  

 

I listened to the audio book on Borrow Box, beautifully read by Carey Mulligan who brings 
Nora’s story to life.  

 

Reserve your copy here now  
 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=midnight%20library&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

We contain multitudes by Sarah Henstra 

 

This month we had 2 staff reviews for this book. 

Reviewed by Alex M 

Last night I couldn’t stop reading “We contain multitudes” by Sarah Henstra. 
It’s a beautiful book of love letters that tell the story of two very different 
young men who fall for each other.   
 

It’s language is sweet and themes are deep, bonus it’s chock full of 
Whitman’s poetry. A great #lgbt #read  
 

#lgbtreads #lgbtbooks #lgbtfiction #gayreads #gaybooks #librarybooks #rainbowreads 
 
Reserve your copy here 
 

 

Reviewed by Kirk 
 
When Jonathan Hopkirk, a shy and poetic teenager, is paired with the older 
jock, Adam “Kurl” Kurlansky, for an English assignment the two quickly develop 
a friendship that slowly develops into love. The pen pal assignment that brings 
this unlikely couple together forms the structure of the narrative. Each event 
and the feeling associated with those events are detailed through letters to 
each other.    
  
The book is a cute trip into the minds of teenagers, first love, and the 
realization of LGBTQI identity. Whilst the main characters adhere to some 
strong (and problematic) tropes in queer literature they are fleshed out and the 

feelings are explored in valid ways. 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=We+contain+multitudes&te=


Unfortunately, the structure of the narrative meant that the secondary characters suffered from 
only being related through the eyes of the main characters – which is a shame because some of 
them seem to have a truly interesting B plot that I would have like to read.    
  
‘We Contain Multitudes’ works best if you ignore the contemporary references and think of it as a 
period drama from the 1990s. A lot of the plot relies on the fact that none of the characters have 
access to mobile phones, the internet, social media, dating apps, a computer or the LGBTQI 
community. I can readily believe that two teenagers picked at random may form a queer 
relationship, but I can’t believe they would only communicate it by letters in 2016.    
  
The nostalgia factor makes this well worth a read for LGBTQI adults. The history factor makes this 
well worth a read for LGBTQI youth.    
 
 

Reserve your copy here  
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=We+contain+multitudes&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Close to home by Cara Hunter 

 

Reviewed by Donna 

Close to Home is the first in a series of crime novels based in Oxford 
featuring Detective Inspector Adam Fawley.  
 

Eight-year old Daisy Mason disappears from her parents’ large family 
barbeque. Everyone thinks they saw Daisy that night, but no-one is 
really certain. Suspicion immediately falls on the family who are at 
pains to present themselves as socially desirable.  
 
However, it soon becomes apparent that they are far from the perfect 
family they appear to be – the self-absorbed mother, the distant and 
odd father and the introverted older brother, and Daisy herself – 
bright, intelligent but something not quite right.  
 

The main character of DI Fawley is empathetic, smart and has a team 
of likeable police officers who engage in a good bit of banter. Fawley 

himself has his own backstory and personal tragedy which is revealed piece by piece. 
 

Close to Home is a solid police procedural and uses social media to give an added layer to the 
investigation. Twitter feeds, police interviews, phone conversations and crime scene reports provide 
an interesting immediacy. It also shows the dark side of social media and the viciousness of online 
behaviour.  
 

I really enjoyed this for its well-drawn characters, especially DI Fawley, and for the great twisty plot, 
and it’s a big one. I’m now reading and loving the rest of the series (there’s four more with a new 
one due out next year).  
 

Highly recommended for readers of strong British crime thrillers.  
 

Reserve your copy here now  
 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=close+to+home+cara+hunter&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Yellowstone 

 (DVD – TV Series) 

 

Reviewed by Lita 

A modern day Western, filmed in beautiful Montana U.S.A.  (Big Sky 

Country).   Just the scenery alone would entice you to watch Yellowstone. 

The sky just seems to go on forever, uninterrupted by any natural or 

manmade objects. Then there is the spectacular snow-capped Rocky 

Mountains to the west. 

The story follows the lives of the Dutton family, a sixth generation 

homesteading family who are up against a barrage of outside influences, 

all vying to take over their land. 

A well-rounded cast lead by Kevin Costner as John Dutton; Yellowstone 

has all the elements of Westerns of the past.   

An ongoing battle between the Native Indian people wishing to reclaim lost land, to land developers 

wanting to purchase the land for golf courses, resorts and an Airport. 

Increasing taxes, scheming politicians and corrupt government officials, all add to the woes of the 

Dutton family. 

Yellowstone portrays a slice of life often violent, vengeful with a healthy dose of action and drama.  

If you like the romantic notion of the old west, cowboys riding off into the sunset, shootouts and 

cattle rustlers, Yellowstone will not disappoint. 

The cinematography is spectacular, acting is spot on and the complex storyline is well written. 

A captivating series well worth your time. 

  
Season 1 and 2 are available. Reserve your copy here now.   
 
 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=yellowstone+season&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Dear Vincent by Mandy Hager 

 

Reviewed by Jo 

Seventeen-year-old Tara balances school, work at a nursing home and 
sharing round-the-clock care of her stroke-victim father with her bitter 
mother.  
 
When she finds out that her sister Van died from suicide and not a car 
crash five years ago, Tara’s already bleak life disintegrates. As she tries to 
come to terms with the past and her feelings, she channels her energies 
into finishing her Scholarship portfolio by re-envisioning six of Vincent van 
Gogh’s paintings. Her artworks become a release for her turmoil, but also 
bring to light some truths about how she sees her past and the people 
around her.  
 
Set in New Zealand, this is not a light read, but an excellent book for 

anyone who identifies with the emotional turmoil that often occurs in the teen years. A frank look at 
teen life, with peer pressure, self-harm and suicide all unflinchingly portrayed, this book shows how 
precarious life can seem and how one more second can tip the balance between life and death.   
 
Winner of 2014 LIANZA Young Adult Award for the most distinguished contribution to literature for 
children and young adults aged 13 years and above  
 
Mandy Hager includes many links to relevant artworks on her website:   
https://mandyhager.com/dear-vincent/  
 
Reserve your copy here now  
 

 
  

https://mandyhager.com/dear-vincent/
https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=dear%20vincent&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

You brought me the ocean by Alex Sanchez 

(Graphic Novel) 

 

Reviewed by Alex M 

 “You brought me the ocean” written by Alex Sanchez with art by 
Julie Maroh is a beautiful graphic novel that introduces us to a new 
superhero in the DC Universe and tells his coming out story. Loved it.  
 

#lgbt #lgbtreads #lgbtbooks #reading #graphicnovels #rainbowreads  
 

Reserve your copy here  
 

 
 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:478984/one?qu=You+brought+me+the+ocean

