
                                                                                                                        

 

The Tolstoy Estate by Steven Conte 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

From the winner of the inaugural Prime Minister's Literary Award, Steven 

Conte, comes a powerful, densely rich and deeply affecting novel of love, 

war and literature 

In the first year of the doomed German invasion of Russia in WWII, a 

German military doctor, Paul Bauer, is assigned to establish a field hospital 

at Yasnaya Polyana - the former grand estate of Count Leo Tolstoy, the 

author of the classic War and Peace.  

There he encounters a hostile aristocratic Russian woman, Katerina 

Trubetzkaya, a writer who has been left in charge of the estate. But even as 

a tentative friendship develops between them, Bauer's hostile and 

arrogant commanding officer, Julius Metz, becomes erratic and unhinged 

as the war turns against the Germans. Over the course of six weeks, in the terrible winter of 1941, 

everything starts to unravel... 

Even though war stories are very far from my favourite type of reading, I loved this book. The reality 

of war is portrayed in minute but subtle detail. The futility exposed in the sad eyes of a dying young 

soldier who has never made love to a woman. The madness of the leaders, the bravery of the 

fighting men and the compassion of those who patch them up.  

All of this captured in the freezing Russian winter which removes parts and lives of young men as 

they fight on in a war that is already lost. And then amongst it all, a glorious love story grown from a 

love of literature and an understanding that all of life is nothing without the beauty of words. This 

story is about War and Peace and it is at its essence war and peace. The enduring love of Paul and 

Katerina warmed my heart. I know them and I love them for their intelligence, their humanity and 

their endurance.  

Please read this book it is truly beautiful. 

 

This is also available as an e-book. 

 
Interested in this title? Check out the library catalogue.   
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